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PREFACE.

AT the request of the Lieutenant-Colonel commanding,*
and the Officers of my late Regiment, the task has been
undertaken to compile the Historical Record of its
services. That request, conveyed by the lips of a loved
and much honoured son,t who fell while still mustered
on the regimental rolls, assumed the character of a sa-
cred duty, and this alone has enabled me to persevere
to the completion of an undertaking for which some
of my comrades are better fitted but which none else
would accept. '

It is hoped that not only the Regiment, but the Army
at large, may derive from the perusal of this Work the
conviction that a system founded on intelligent appre-
ciation of the several positions, and the relative duties
of the officers and men, and carried out with strict
regard to the comfort of every individual concerned,

# Colonel George Campbell, C.B., commanding the 52nd in 1857.
t Captain W. B. Moorsom, Quartermaster-General to the corps of Sir
James Outram, in the capture of Lucknow, 1858.
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is that alone which can raise the character of a regi-
ment in the British army.

Such was the system introduced into the 52nd by
Sir John Moore, under the daily exertions of Lieut.-
Colonel Kenneth Mackenzie, and such, notwithstanding
the intervention of forty years of peace, have been the
main features of the system maintained in the regiment
from that day to the present. Should this account
show the historical progress of a Light Infantry regi-
ment, originally composed and instructed with great
care, of great esprit d¢ corps, of exemplary conduct in
quarters, and of service in the field inferior to none in
the army, it is hoped that a more scientific and soldier-
like tone may be thus induced to the future regimental
records of the army; that the Work may tend to raise
the character of the British soldier in general, and that
those in particular, both officers and men, who wear the
uniform of the 52nd Light Infantry, will show by their
invariable conduct and bearing, as well in peace as in
war, that they maintain unsullied in their trust the
character of “a regiment never surpassed in arms since
arms were first borne by men.”

W. S. Moorsom,

Late Captain 52nd.
Loxpox, JaoNUaRY, 1860.
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and the Deputy Chairman. His Royal Highness the Duke of
Cambridge having given his sanction, every assistance that
was necessary has been met with from the Departments of
the Adjutant-General and the Quartermaster-General. The
text of the earlier periods up to 1815 has been revised by Mr.
Carter, of the Adjutant-General’s office.*

To Colonel the Honourable Alexander Gordon, under the
sanction of the Quartermaster-General, thanks are due for the
gratuitous loan of original plans in the Quartermaster-General’s
office, without the aid of which it would have been impossible
to produce the faithful illustrations which are (now, it is be-
lieved, for the first time publicly) given of various actions more
particularly affecting the “ Light Division * of the Peninsular
army. Major-General Peel, as Secretary of State for War,
having given permission (on the expense being guaranteed by
the Committee) to Colonel James, R.E., in charge of the topo-
graphical branch, the plans have been lithographed,t under the
eye of Major Cooke, R.E., by Mr. Wagner and his assistants in
that branch, in & manner which officers will appreciate who un-
derstand the delineation of ground, and the importance of its
various features on a field of battle. In the drawing of these
plans I have been aided by Lieutenants H. M. Moorsom of the
Rifle Brigade, and George Goodall of the Royal Engineers, and
by my assistant Mr. W. Fuller,—to all of whom the thanks of
the Committee are due for their gratuitous aid. For the po-
sitions of the troops at the moments réspectively represented,
I am myself responsible. '

# Author of the recent military work, ¢ Curiosities of War.’

+ The plans, having been delivered very late, and in an incomplete state,
have been finished by hand, partly with the assistance of friends. Four-
teen thousand four hundred plans having been thus thrown upon the
Editor, have delayed the publication of the work beyond all contemplation
of the Committee. .

I
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The portraits are photographed by M. Claudet, from the
original picture of Sir John Moore, by Sir T. Lawrence, under
permission of Lady Moore; from a sitting given by His Grace
the Duke of Richmond ; and from an engraving of Lord Seaton,
approved by the family, the original being by Richmond. The
uniforms are compiled from the only accessible sources by
Lieutenant H. M. Moorsom, Rifle Brigade. The original text
was compiled in the regimental orderly-room by Captain John
Cross, of the 52nd,* down to the year 1815 inclusive, but the
whole has been revised and greatly enlarged by contributions
from his Grace the Duke of Richmond, Field-Marshal Lord
Seaton, Lieut.-Generals Sir John Bell, Sir William Napier, Sir
W. Rowan, Sir J. Frederick Love, Major-General Diggle, Co-
lonels E. A. Angelo, George Gawler, and George Campbell, the
late Lieut.-Colonel Bentham, Majors G. F. B. St. John and C.
K. Crosse, Captains John Dobbs, W. Fuller, and W. J. Stop-
ford, the Rev. W. Leeke, and the late W. Crawley Yonge,
Esq., all of the 52nd ; and also by contributions from Gene-
ral Sir H. D. Ross, of the Royal Artillery, and Quartermaster
Conolly, of the Royal Engineers. Sir Charles R. and Mr.
M*Grigor, the Regimental Agents, have kindly aided the Com-
mittee by taking charge of the funds contributed and of the
correspondence which was thus entailed. For the assistance
thus rendered to the Work which now issues under their ge-
neral direction, the Committee feel pleasure in recording their
acknowledgments.

The Committee were desirous to record as fully as possible
the services of individuals who have distinguished themselves,
or earned distinction for the regiment, but this has been found
to be possible only to a limited extent. The records of the

* Afterwards Lieutenant-Colonel Cross, commanding the 68th Light
Infantry.
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Horse Guards have failed to supply the necessary data, and the
regimental records are still less to be relied on. It has there-
fore been found necessary to omit mention where accuracy
could not be attained, and the Committee trust that this expla-
nation will remove any painful feeling that might arise from
the unintentional omission of any deeds of good service.

W. S. Moorsox,
Honorary Secretary.
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~_~— - B

LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. xiii

Engineers, Library of the Royal, Chatham.
*Eteson, Captain, 3rd Regiment, Buffs, late 52nd Light In-
fantry.
Ewart, Major R. E.
Fanshawe, Major H. D., Depdt Battalion, late 52nd Light
Infantry.
Fanshawe, Mrs.
*Fellowes, T. W., Esq., 52nd Light Infantry.
*Fergusson, Sir James, K.C.B., 43rd Light Infantry.
Ferguson, Lieut.-Colonel R., M.P., late 52nd Light Infantry.
*Flower, the Hon. H., late 52nd Light Infantry.
Flamstead, G. L. W. D., Captain 20th Regiment, late 52nd
Light Infantry.
*Forester, Lieut.-Colonel, late 52nd Light Infantry.
Fountaine, C. G., Esq., late 52nd Light Infantry.
*Fraser, Colonel C. M., late 52nd Light Infantry.
*Fraser, G. C., Esq., 52nd Light Infantry.
*French, Colonel R., late 52nd Light Infantry.
Fuller, Captain, Adjutant Royal Sussex Militia, late 52nd
Light Infantry.
*@awler, Colonel K.H., late 52nd Light Infantry.
Gervis, A. T., Esq., late 52nd Light Infantry.
Graves, Captain A. H., 52nd Light Infantry.
Grey, Hon. H., late 52nd Light Infantry.
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*Gunning, W. O., Esq., late Captain 52nd Light Infantry.
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Haverty, J. C., Surgeon 52nd Light Infantry.
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*Hughes, W. J. M., Esq., late 52nd Light Infantry.
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-
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HISTORICAL RECORD

oF

THE FIFTY-SECOND REGIMENT.

(OXPORDSHIRE LIGHT INFANTRY)

P

1755,

TaE origin of the Frrrv-seconp Regiment dates from
the eve of the commencement of the contest known in
history as the Seven Years’ War, The French having
raised a powerful navy, the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle
was soon broken, and in the winter of 1755 the attacks

made by them on the British settlements beyond the

Alleghany Mountains, in North America, hastened the
crisis. When, therefore, war between the two countries
seemed inevitable, an augmentation was made to the
army, and in December, 1755, eleven regiments of in-
fantry were raised, which have since been retained, and
are numbered from the Fiftieth to the Sixtieth inclu-
sive. One of the corps so raised is the present 52nd
Light Infantry, which regiment, on its formation, was
numbered the 54th, but shortly afterwards received its
present rank as the 52nd, in consequence of the dis-

bandment, in 1757, of Colonel Shirley’s and Sir William
Ve B




2 HISTORICAL RECORD OF [1756.

Pepperell’s regiments, two corps which had been raised
for service in North America, and numbered the 50th
and 51st Regiments.

The following order for raising the Regiment was ad-
dressed to Colonel Hedworth Lambton, who had been

promoted from the Coldstream Guards to the colonelcy

of the 52nd Regiment by commission, dated 20th De-
cember, 1755 :—

“ GeoreE R.

“ These are to authorize you, by beat of drum or otherwise, to
raise men in any county or part of our kingdom of Great Bri-
tain for a Regiment of Foot under your command, which is to
consist of Ten Companies, of three Serjeants, three Corporals,
two Drummers, and seventy effective Private Men in each Com-
pany, besides Commission Officers. And all Magistrates, Jus-
tices of the Peace, Constables, and other our Civil Officers whom
" it may concern, are hereby required to be assisting with you in

providing quarters, impressing carriages, and otherwise, as there
shall be occasion.
“ Given at our Court at St. James’s, this 7th day of January,
1756, in the twenty-ninth year of our reign.
“ By His Majesty’s Command,
“ BARRINGTON.

“Tb our trusty and well-beloved Hedworth Lambton,
Esq., Colonel of our Fifty-fourth Regiment of
Foot, to be forthwith raised, or to the Officers ap-
pointed to raise men for our said Regiment.”

1756.

The nineteen regiments of infantry stationed in Great
Britain had'each been augmented with two additional
companies, and these were directed to be incorporated
into the new regiments then being raised with three
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pounds levy money for each private required to com-
plete the establishment. The two companies turned
over to the 52nd (then 54th) were from Lieut.-General
Edward Wolfe’s regiment, the present 8th Foot. Early
in 1756 the formation of the Regiment was completed,
and the following officers were appointed to commis-
sions therein :—

Colonel, Hedworth Lambton,
Lieut.-Colonel, Alexander Mackay.
Major, Hugh Morgan.

Caplains.

Valentine Jones. Thomas Phillips.
Loftus Ant. Tottenham, John Travers.
Henry Brownrigg. Arthur Williams.
John Young. o

Caplain-Lieutenant, William Morris.

. Lieutenants.
Edward Gonld. Marmaduke Cramer,
Anthony Haslam, George Byng.
Anthony Randall. - Donald Grant.
Walter Kerr. Nicholas Addison,
John Cooke.
Ensigns.

William Boyde. George Jefferson,
Newland Godfrey. Mark Napier.
Alexander M‘Gown. Andrew Neilson.
William Johnson. William Dalrymple.
Alexander Rose.

Chaplain, Richard Smith.

Adjutant, David Calder.

Quartermaster, William Dalrymple.

Surgeon, Thomas Haslewood.

B 2
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1756, 1757.

The Regiment remained at Coventry and other sta-
tions in South Britain during this and the following
year.

1758.

On the 7th June, 1758, Colonel Edward Sandford,
from the 66th Regiment, a newly-raised corps, to which
he had been promoted from Captain and Lieutenant-
Colonel of the first Foot-Guards, was appointed Colonel
of the 52nd, in succession to Major-General Lambton,
deceased.

In the year 1758 the Regiment proceeded to Ireland,
in which country it continued for some years.

1760.

In the year 1760 Major-General Sandford obtained
the Colonelcy of the 26th Regiment, and on the 27th
November, 1760, was succeeded in the 52nd by Colonel
John Sebright, from the 83rd Foot.

1762.

Major-General Sir John Sebright, Bart., was removed
to the 18th, Royal Irish, Regiment, on the 1st April,
1762, and Colonel John Clavering, Aide-de-camp to the
King, was appointed, from that date, to the colonelcy
of the 52nd.

1763.

‘While the Regiment was stationed in Ireland, the
treaty of Fontainebleau, which terminated the “ Seven
Years’ War,” was concluded at Paris, and peace was
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proclaimed in London on the 22nd March, 1763; at
this period the Regiment was reduced to a peace esta-
blishment.

1765-17.

The Regiment remained in Ireland until 1765, during
which period nothing worthy of record occurred. On
the 6th of June of that year it embarked at Cork for
North America, arrived at Quebec in August following,
and remained there during the two following years.

1768.

In the Royal Warrant of the 19th December, 1768,
containing regulations for the colours, clothing, etc., of
the marching regiments of foot, it was directed that the
King's, or first, colour of the regiment should be the
great Unioun; the second, or regimental, colour was to
be of buff silk, with the Union in the upper canton, and
~ in the centre of the colour the rank of the regiment, in
gold Roman characters within a wreath of roses and
thistles on the same stalk. The colour of the facings
was buff; its clothing was red coats faced and lined
with buff, and ornamented with white lace, with a red
worm and one orange stripe; buff waistcoats and breeches
and black gaiters.

1769-73.

During 1769 and the four following years the Regi-
ment remained in Canada.
1774.

Towards the middle of the year 1774 the Regiment
quitted Canada, and proceeded by sea to Boston, to re-
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inforce the army assembled there under the command
of Lieut.-General the Honourable Thomas Gage. The
policy of the British Government towards the colonists
of the North American provinces had alienated their
affections from the mother-country, and the conduct of
the populace at Boston had assumed so violent a cha-
racter as to render the presence of a military force in-
dispensable.
1775.

In the spring of 1775, General Gage having been
informed that the Americans were collecting military
stores at Concord, about eighteen miles from Boston,
the flank companies of the 52nd and of several other
corps were ordered to proceed on an expedition to de-
stroy the stores, under the command of Lieut.-Colonel
Francis Smith, of the 10th Foot, and Major John Pit-
cairn, of the Marines. The troops embarked in boats at
ten o’clock in the night of the 18th of April, proceeded
to the entrance of the Cambridge River, and having
landed at Phipps’s Farm, advanced upon Concord. In
the meantime the Americans, by the ringing of bells
and the firing of guns, had alarmed the whole neigh-
bourhood. About four o’clock in the morning of the
19th of April, the light Company of the 10th being in
advance, approached the village of Lerington, where a
body of American militia was forming. They were or-
dered to lay down their arms, but taking shelter behind
a stone wall, several of them fired at the King’s troops.
A volley from the latter laid ten of the militia dead
upon the spot, wounded several, and dispersed the rest.

'This was the first blood drawn in the American War.
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After this skirmish the troops continued their, march
to Concord, and as soon as the object of the expedition
was accomplished, namely the destruction of the mili-
tary stores, they commenced their march upon Boston
under a heavy fire, which was continued by the Ame-
ricans until the arrival of the force at Lexington, about
five miles distant. Skirmish succeeded skirmish, until
the soldiers were exhausted, and had expended nearly
all their ammunition. Fortunately a reinforcement,
consisting of a brigade of infantry and two guns, under
the command of Colonel Earl Percy, came to their as-
sistance at this place. His Lordéhip:fdmie& his men
into a hollow square, with the exhausted flank compa-
nies in the centre, and after a short halt continued the
retreat to Charlestown, whence he crossed the river by
the ferry to Boston, having lost several men from the
incessant fire which the Americans kept up from be-
hind walls, trees, and over coverts on both sides of the
road. The loss of the 52nd was confined to three rank
and file killed, two wounded, and one serjeant missing.

Hostilities having thus commenced, the whole pro-
vince of Massachusetts was soon in arms, and a nume-
rous force invested Boston (where the King’s troops
were stationed) on the land side. The Americans com-
menced the erection of works on Bunker's Hill,a high
ground beyond the river, from which it was determined
to dislodge them. This resulted in the Battle of Bun-
ker’s hill, which was fought on the 17th of June.

The Americans were plainly seen at work, throwing up
entrenchments around the hill, and preparations were
at once made for landing a body of men to dislodge
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the enemy and take possession of the works. Ten com-
panies of -grenadiers, ten of light infantry, with the 5th,
38th, 43rd, and 52nd Regiments, with a proportion of
field artillery, were detailed for this service. Embarking
from Boston in boats, about noon on the 17th of June,
the troops crossed the river and landed on the opposite
shore, when they formed immediately ; the light infantry
being posted on the right, and the grenadiers upon their
left. The 5th and 38th drew up in the rear of those
corps, and the 43rd and 52nd formed a third line. The
ships of war opened their fire upon the enemy’s works,
and the troops ascended the steep hill and advanced
to storm the entrenchments. The approach to the hill
was covered with grass, reaching to the knees, and inter-
sected with walls and fences of various enclosures. The
difficult ascent, the heat of the weather, and the supe-
rior numbers of the enemy, together with their accurate
and incessant fire, made the enterprise particularly ar-
duous. The light infantry were directed to force the
left point of the breastwork, to take the enemy’s line in
flank ; while the grenadiers were to attack in front, sup-
ported by the 5th and 52nd Regiments. These orders
were executed with perseverance, and notwithstanding
the numerous impediments offered, the enemy was forced
from his stronghold and driven from the peninsula, leav-
ing behind five pieces of cannon.

In this action the 52nd particularly distinguished it-
self. It suffered, however, severely: the whole of the
grenadier company, with the exception of eight men,
were either killed or wounded.

The late General Martin Hunter, who was present as
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an Ensign in the 52nd, writes in his Journal :—*“The
grenadier and light companies (of the several regiments
before enumerated) attacked the breastworks extending
from the Charlestown heights’ (or Bunker’s Hill) re-
doubt to the Mystic river; while the remaining compa-
nies attacked the redoubt itself. About one hundred
yards from the latter they were stopped by some brick-
kilns and enclosures, and exposed for some time to the
whole of its fire; and it was here that so many men
were lost. The remains of the 52nd Regiment conti-
nued at the advanced post the whole of the night after
the battle: several attacks were made on them during
the night, but the Americans were constantly repulsed.”

The following is the official return of killed and
wounded on this occasion :—Captains Nicholas Addi-
son, George Amos Smith, and William Davison ;. one
serjeant and twenty rank and file were killed. Major
Arthur Williams, who was specially noticed in the de-
spatch from General Gage and did not survive his
wounds; Captain-Lieutenant .Andrew Neilson; Lieu-
tenants Henry Crawfurd, John Thompson, and Robert
Harpur Higgins; Ensigns the Honourable William
Chetwynd, — Graeme, and volunteer Robert John Har-
rison, and seven serjeants and seventy-three rank and
file were wounded. Lieutenant Higgins died on the
24th of June.

Captain Francis Richmond Humphreys, of the 52nd,
was promoted to be Major in the Regiment, on the 18th
of June, on the decease of Major Williams, and Captain-
Lieutenant Andrew Neilson obtained a company, in suc-
cession to Captain Humphreys. :



10 HISTORICAL RECORD OF [177s.

This seems to have been the first occasion on record
on which the 52nd acted in unison with the 43rd, after-
wards so honourably linked as their brothers-in-arms on
many a field of the Peninsula.

Notwithstanding this success, the army at Boston re-
mained in a state of blockade, and the troops became
so straitened for fresh provisions and other necessaries,
that live cattle, vegetables, and even fuel, were sent
to them from England. Many of the ships, with their
supplies on board, were wrecked or fell into the hands
of the Americans, and the distress of the beleaguered
force increasing, much sickness and many casualties were
sustained.

The late General Martin Hunter, who had then been
promoted to a lieutenancy, relates the following episode
in his Journal of this period : — During the winter, plays
were acted at Boston twice a week by the officers and
some ladies. A farce, called the ¢ Blockade of Boston,’
written by General Burgoyne, was acted. The enemy
knew the night it was to be performed, and made an at-
tack on the Mill at Charlestown at the very hour the
farce began; they fired some shots, and surprised and
carried off a serjeant’s guard. We immediately turned
out and manned the works, and a shot being fired by
one of our advanced sentries, a firing commenced at the
redoubt, and could not be stopped for some time. An
orderly serjeant standing outside the playhouse door,
who heard the firing, immediately running into the play-
house, got upon the stage, crying out, ¢ Turn out! turn
out! they'’re hard at it, hammer and tongs.” The whole
audience, supposing the serjeant was acting a part in
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the farce, loudly applauded, and there was such a noise
he could not for some time make himself heard. When
the applause was over he again cried out, ¢ What the
d—— are ye all about? If ye won't believe me, be
Jasus you need only go to the door, and there ye’ll hear
and see both.’ If the enemy intended to stop the farce,
they certainly succeeded, as the officers immediately
left the playhouse and joined their regiments.”

From the 25th of August, 1775, the 52nd Regiment
was augmented from ten to twelve companies of fifty-six
privates each.

1776.

No commensurate advantage being likely to result
from the possession of Boston, which was besieged by
General Washington, in March, 1776, the 52nd and
other troops composing the garrison embarked at that
city on the 17th of the same month, and proceeded to
Halifax, Nova Scotia, where they arrived on the 4th of
April. They were stationed at Halifax until June, when
they embarked with the expedition to Staten Island,
near New York, under Major-General the Honourable
Sir William Howe, K.B., who was serving with the local
rank of General in America.

The Regiment arrived at Staten Island in the begin-
ning of July, and disembarked on the 3rd. On the 4th
of the same month the American Congress issued their
Declaration of Independence, abjuring their allegiance
to the Crown of Great Britain, when all hope of accom-
modation vanished. Reinforcements arrived from Eng-
land, together with a body of Hessians; and the 10th,
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37th, 38th, and 52nd Regiments, were then formed into
the third brigade of the army under Major-General
Valentine Jones (for several years Lieut.-Colonel of the
52nd), in the division commanded by Lieut.-General
Earl Percy.

The troops awaited in Staten Island the arrival of
Vice-Admiral Lord Viscount Howe’s fleet, which was
ordered to co-operate in the attack on New York, and,
as soon as everything was arranged, on the 22nd of
August a landing was effected on the south-west end
of Long Island, without opposition. Whereupon the
enemy’s detachments along the coast withdrew to the
range of woody hills, by which the country is intersected
from east to west. On the night of the 26th, the 52nd
advanced in support of the leading division to seize on a
pass in the hills. This pass was occupied without oppo-
sition; the troops crossed the hills, and directed their
march towards the American lines at Brooklyn. The
52nd Regiment was engaged in the battle of Brooklyn
on the 27th of August, the result of which compelled
the Americans to evacuate New York. In this action
the Regiment had Captain Andrew Neilson and one pri-
vate killed; and Lieutenant Richard Addison and seven
rank and file wounded, and one man missing. Lieute-
nant Addison was so severely wounded that he died two
days afterwards; and Lieutenant Doyley, of the Guards,
who was doing duty with the 52nd, was also killed in

this affair.

General Sir William Howe, in his despatch, highly
commended the conduct of the British troops on this
occasion.
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Arrangements having been made for placing a garri-
son in New York, the Regiment again embarked with
General Howe’s army, which, in the second week of
October, proceeded in boats up the river to the vicinity
of West Chester, where it landed; but afterwards re-
embarked, and proceeded to Pell’s Point, where.a sharp
skirmish ensued on the 18th of October. The Regi-
ment also 'shared in the action at White Plains,in West
Chester county, on the 28th of the same month. No
casualties appear to have been sustained by the Regi-
ment in the action, and the total loss of the British
small. :

General Howe’s army next undertook the reduction
of Forts Washington and Lee, which obstructed the
navigation of the North or Hudson River. The 52nd
was employed against the former of these forts, on the
16th of November, under Lieut.-General Earl Percy.
General Martin Hunter, who was present, says in his
Journal, “ The light infantry embarked at King’s Bridge
in flat-bottomed boats, and proceeded up the East Ri-
ver under a very heavy cannonade. They landed, and
stormed a battery, and afterwards took possession of a
hill that commanded the fort (Washington). Before
landing, the fire of cannon and musketry was so heavy,
that the sailors quitted their oars and lay down in the
bottom of the boats; and had not the soldiers taken the
oars and pulled on shore, we must have remained in this
situation. The instant we landed the enemy retreated
to Fort Washington, and on our carrying the outworks
it was summoned, and surrendered.”

Another account states that in assaulting the right
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flank of the entrenchments, the advanced work and
lines were carried in a most gallant manner; and at
length the enemy surrendered prisoners of war, to the
number of two thousand seven hundred, including offi-
cers, besides one hundred and seventy prisoners made
during the day by the 42nd Highlanders.

In the reduction of Fort Washington the Regiment had
Lieutenant Edward Collier and one serjeant wounded,
and one private missing.

Shortly afterwards an expedition, of which the 52nd
formed part, proceeded, under Lieut.-Generals Clinton
and Earl Percy, against Rhode Island, which was the
principal station of the enemy’s naval force, and from
whence the Americans sent out privateers, which inter-
rupted the British commerce. The expedition sailed
from New York on the 1st of December, and arrived
at Weaver’s Bay, on the west side of the island, on the
evening of the 7th. On the 8th, at daybreak, the troops
disembarked without opposition ; and information being
received that the Americans had quitted the works in

"and about the town of Newport, and were retiring to-

wards Bristol Ferry, Major-General Richard Prescott,
with the grenadiers and light infantry, was detached to
intercept them, supported by a body of troops under
the command of Lieut.-General Earl Percy. Major-Ge-
neral Prescott captured two pieces of cannon, together
with a few prisoners, and obliged the enemy to quit the
fort on this side the ferry, and retire to the mainland.
A battalion was sent to take possession of Newport, the
capital of the island, in which were found some cannon
and stores. The Regiment was cantoned on the island
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during the winter; and thus terminated the campaign
of 1776.
1777. .

The 52nd passed several months on Rhode Island
and subsequently embarked for New Jersey, when it
formed part of the army which took the field in the
early part of June, 1777, under General the Honour-
able Sir William Howe.

General Washington, however, kept his army in the
mountain fastnesses, where he could not be attacked,
except under great disadvantages. The Regiment took
part in several manceuvres, intended to lead to a general
action, but without success, and on the 30th of June
the troops embarked from the Jerseys for Staten
Island.

This island was attacked on the 22nd of August by
the Americans under General Sullivan, and the 52nd
assisted in repulsing the American force, which num-
bered upwards of two thousand men, and which was
defeated with loss.

A British force at this period was advancing, under
Lieut.-General Burgoyne, from Canada upon Albany;
at the same time another British army, under General
Sir William Howe, was proceeding against Philadelphia,
while Lieut.-General Sir Henry Clinton, who com-
manded at New York, determined to penetrate into
Jersey, for a diversion in favour of both armies. The
52nd, with several other corps, were accordingly em-
barked for this latter service, and on the 12th of Sep-
tember effected a landing at four different places, with-
out meeting with much opposition. The 7th, 26th, and
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the battalion companies of the 52nd regiments, with a
body of German grenadiers and three hundred provin-
cials nnder Brigadier-General Campbell, landed at Eli-
zabeth Town Point, at about four in the morning, and
advanced up the country; the Americans opposed the
march, and a sharp firing was kept up throughout the
day. The King’s forces, however, had the advantage ;
they took Newark, and were advancing on Aquakinach,
when they received orders to halt, and wait the advance
of the troops which had effected a landing at the other
points. The enemy afterwards appeared in force, and
several skirmishes occurred, but the British succeeded
in capturing four hundred head of cattle, four hundred
sheep, and a few horses. On the 16th of September
the troops marched to Bergen Point, where they re-em-
barked, and returned to Staten Island.

In October the 52nd embarked to join an expedition
under Lieut.-General Sir Henry Clinton against the forts
on the river Hudson. About three thousand men were
collected for this service, and having embarked on board
transports, were convoyed up the river by some frigates
and other armed vessels under Commodore Hotham.
The troops effected a landing at daybreak on the 6th
of October at Stony-point, and preparations were im-
mediately made for the attack of Forts Montgomery and
Clinton. The soldiers had to march a distance of twelve
miles over mountains, and to contend with numerous
obstructions; but they overcame every difficulty, and
stormed the forts on the same day.. The Americans,
being fully prepared, and their works strong, made an
obstinate defence, but without success, as nothing could
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withstand the ardour of the royal troops. Fort Consti-
tution was also taken on the 7th of October. This en-
terprise terminated the campaign of 1777, on the part
of Sir Henry Clintou’s army.

In the expedition against Forts Montgomery and
Clinton, the 52nd had Lieut.-Colonel Mungo Campbell
and two rank and file killed ; Lieutenants Francis Grose
and Ambrose Russell, Ensign Lewis Thomas, and thir-
teen rank and file were wounded. The promotion did
not go in the Regiment, Major Christopher French
being appointed from the 22nd to be Lieut.-Colonel of
the 52nd Regiment.

While the battalion companies of the Regiment had
been thus employed, the flank companies formed part
of the army under General Sir William Howe, and
shared in the attack on the American forces at Brandy-
wine Creek on the 11th of September, a position taken
up by them at that place in order to oppose the advance
of the British on Philadelphia. The attack was com-
menced by the light infantry and German Chasseurs;
the Guards and grenadiers immediately advanced from
the right, the whole under a heavy fire of artillery and
musketry. Nothing could withstand the steady advance
of the British, and the Americans fell back into the
woods in their rear, the victorious troops entering with
them, and pursuing them closely for about two miles.
A portion of the enemy’s right took a second position
in a wood about half a mile from Dilworth, but were
dislodged by the light infantry and chasseurs. Part of
the American army retired to Chester, but the greater
portion did not rest until they reached Philadelphia.

c
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Their loss in officers was considerable, and they had
about three hundred men killed, six hundred wounded,
and nearly four hundred taken prisoners. The loss on
the side of the British was about ninety men killed, and
-four hundred and fifty wounded. Lieutenant Hadley
D’Oyley, of the grenadier company of the 52nd, was
killed, No separate account of the casualties of the
flank companies has been preserved.

On the 20th September General Sir William Howe
received intelligence that a corps of fifteen hundred
men and four pieces of cannon, under General Wayne,
were concealed in the depth of a forest a few miles
from the British camp, and Major-General Charles
(afterwards Earl) Grey was despatched with a body of
troops in the middle of the night of the 20th of Sep-
tember, in order to surprise this detachment. The light
company of the 52nd was engaged in this enterprise,
which was carried out with singular address and intre-
pidity. The troops advanced in profound silence to the
American outposts, which were surprised and secured
with as little noise as possible. It was then between
twelve and one. The main body of the American
force, unconscious of its danger, had retired to rest.
Directed by the light of the camp fires, the party under
Major-General Grey proceeded undiscovered to the ene-
my’s encampment, and rushed upon the foe with their
bayonets. Three hundred Americans were killed and
wounded, and a great number taken prisoners, with most
of their arms and baggage. The British had only one
officer, one serjeant, and one private soldier killed; one
officer (Lieutenant Martin Hunter of the 52nd) and a
few men wounded.
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General Hunter’s statement of this affair is:—*“ As
soon as it was dark the whole battalion got under arms.
Major-General Grey then came up to the battalion and
told Major Maitland, who commanded, that the batta-
lion was going on a night expedition to try and surprise
a camp, and that if any men were loaded, they must
immediately draw their pieces. The major said the
whole of the battalion were always loaded, and that if
he wonld only allow them to remain so, he (the Major)
would be answerable that they did not fire a shot. The
General then said if he could place that dependence on
the battalion they should remain loaded, but that firing
might be attended with very serious consequences. We
remained loaded, and marched at eight in the evening
to surprise General Wayne’s camp. We did not meet
a patrol or vidette of the enemy till within a mile or
two of the camp, where our advanced guard was chal.
lenged by two videttes. They challenged twice, fired,
and galloped off full speed. A little further on there
was a blacksmith’s forge ; a party was immediately sent
to bring the blacksmith, and he informed us that the
piquet was only a few hundred yards up the road. He
was ordered to conduct us to the camp; and we had
not marched a quarter of & mile when the piquet chal-
lenged, fired a volley, and retreated. General Grey
then came to the head of the battalion and cried out,
‘Dash on, Light Infantry! and withount saying a word
the whole battalion dashed into the wood, and, guided
by the straggling fire of the piquet, which was followed
close up, we entered the camp, and gave such a cheer

as made the wood echo. The enemy were completely
c2
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surprised, some with arms, and others without, running
in all directions in the greatest confusion. The light
infantry bayoneted every man they came up with.
The camp was immediately set on fire, and this and the
cries of the wounded formed altogether one of the most
dreadful scenes I ever beheld. Every man that fired
was instantly put to death. Captain Wolfe was killed,
and I received a shot in my right hand soon after we
entered the camp. I saw the fellow present at me, and
was running up to him when he fired. He was imme-
diately killed. The enemy were pursued for two miles.
I kept up till I got faint from loss of blood, and was
obliged to sit down. Wayne’s brigade was to have
marched at one in the morning to attack our battalion
while crossing the Schuylkill river, and we surprised
them at twelve. Four hundred and sixty of the enemy
were counted next morning lying dead, and not one
shot was fired by us,—all was done with the bayonet.
We had only twenty killed and wounded.” |

The British advanced upon Philadelphia, took posses-
sion of that city, and occupied a position at German-
town. General Washington attempted to surprise the
British army early in the morning of the 4th of Oc-
tober, and at first gained some advantage, but was
speedily repulsed with severe loss. Lieutenant Richard
St. George, of the light company of the 52nd, was se-
verely wounded in the head on this occasion.

General Hunter’s account of this affair is thus given,
he having been present:—

“While the greater part of our army were employed
at Mud Island, General Washington, availing himself
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of that circumstance, attacked our battalion at Biggers-
town with his whole army. The first that General
Howe knew of Washington’s marching against us was
by his attacking us at daybreak. General Wayne com-
manded the advance, and fully expected to be revenged
for the surprise we had given him. When the first
shots were fired at our pickets, 50 much had we all
Wayne's affair in remembrance, that the battalion were
out and under arms in a minute. At this time the day
had just broke, but it was a very foggy morning, and so
dark we could not see a hundred yards before us. Just
as the battalion had formed, the piquets came in and
said the enemy were advancing in force. They had
hardly joined the battalion when we heard a loud cry
of ¢ Have at the bloodhounds! revenge Wayne’s affair I’
and they immediately fired a volley. We gave them
one in return, cheered and charged. As it was near the
end of the campaign, our battalion was very weak ; it did
not consist of more than three hundred men, and we
had no support nearer than Germantown, a mile in our
rear. On our charging they gave way on all sides, but
again and again renewed the attack with fresh troops
and greater force. We charged them twice, till the
battalion was so reduced by killed and wounded that
the bugle was sounded to retreat ; indeed had we not re-
treated at the very time we did, we should all have been
taken or killed, as two columns of the enemy had nearly
got round our flank. But this was the first time we had
ever retreated from the Americans, and it was with great
difficulty we could get the men to obey our orders.
“The enemy were kept so long in check that the two
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brigades had advanced to the entrance of Biggerstown
when they met our battalion retreating. By this time
General Howe had come up, and seeing the battalion
retreating, all broken, he got into a passion, and ex-
claimed, ¢ For shame, Light Infantry! I never saw you
retreat before; form! form! it’s only a scouting party.’
However, he was quickly convinced it was more than a
scouting party, as the heads of the enemy’s columns
soon appeared. One coming through Biggerstown, with
three pieces of cannon in their front, immediately fired
with grape at the crowd that was standing with General
Howe under a large chestnut-tree. I think I never saw
people enjoy a discharge of grape before, but we really
all felt pleased to see the enemy make such an appear-
ance, and to hear the grape rattle about the Comman-
der-in-Chief’s ears, after he had accused the battalion
of having run away from a scouting party. He rode off
immediately full speed, and we joined the two brigades
that were now formed a little way in our rear; but it
was not possible for them to make any stand against
Washington’s whole army, and they all retreated to
Germantown, except Colonel Musgrave, who with the
40th Regiment nobly defended Tewes House tlll we
were reinforced from Phlladelphm..”

1778.

On the 14th of May, 1778, Lieut.-General Cyrus
Trapaud was removed from the 70th to the 52nd Regi-
ment, in consequence of the decease of Lieut.-General
Sir John Clavering, K.B., Commander-in-Chief of the
Forces in Bengal.
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Prior to the commencement of active operations in
1778, the king of France had concluded a treaty with,
and agreed to assist, the Americans, which so completely
changed the nature of the war, that it was considered
necessary to concentrate the army at New York.

Philadelphia was evacuated in the middle of June,
and the 52nd shared in the arduous service of retreating
through a wild and woody country, intersected by rivu-
lets, the bridges over which had been destroyed. On
the 28th of June, as the last division descended from the
heights above Freehold, in New Jersey, the Americans
appeared in their rear, and on both flanks, when some
sharp fighting took place. The grenadier company of
the 52nd had Captain John Powell killed, and Lieute-
nant Francis Grose wounded on this occasion.

General Hunter says that Captain Powell made the
fourth captain of grenadiers that the 52nd had lost
during the American War, and it was on this occasion
that the drummer of his company was heard to exclaim,
“Well, I wonder who they’ll get to accept of our gre-
nadier company now; I’ll be d—d if I would!”

The army continued its march, crossed the channel
to Sandy Hook, and embarked for New York. The last
affair of the campaign in which the light company of
the 52nd was engaged, was, as General Hunter relates,
the surprise of Lady Washington’s dragoons in the
Jerseys, by two battalions of light infantry. ¢ While
at New Bridge, we heard of their being within twenty-
five miles of our camp, and a plan was laid to surprise
them. We set out after dark, mounted behind dragoons,
and so perfectly secure did the enemy think themselves
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that not even a sentry was posted. Not a shot was
fired, and the whole regiment of dragoons, except a few
who were bayoneted, were taken prisoners.”

The 52nd had been greatly reduced in numbers
during the services of the Regiment in America, and
shortly after its arrival at New York, it received orders
to return to England. The men fit for service, who
volunteered to remain at the seat of war, were trans-
ferred to other corps, and the remainder embarked at
New York towards the end of October. The corps
arrived in England in December, and immediately com-
menced recruiting its numbers to the establishment.
On its arrival the Regiment could only muster ninety-
two effective men.

1779.

During the year 1779 the Regiment continued to be
stationed in South Britain.

1780.

In 1780, the 52nd was encamped at Dartford, under
Lieut.-General Pierson, with the 59th and six regiments
of militia.

1781.
The 52nd Regiment, in 1781, was encamped at Rye.

1782.

A letter, dated 31st August, 1782, conveyed to the
Regiment his Majesty’s pleasure that county titles
should be conferred on the infantry, and the 52nd
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in consequence received the designation of the Oxrorp-
sHRE Regiment, in order that a connection between
the Regiment and that county should be cultivated,
which it was considered might be useful in promoting
the success of the recruiting service.

1783.

In January, 1783, the 77th, or Athol Highlanders
(disbanded at the Peace of this year), when under orders
for the East Indies, mutinied at Portsmouth, alleging
that they were enlisted to serve only three years, or
during the American War. The 68th Regiment, hear-
ing that the Highlanders were not to be sent to the
East, although on board ship, determined to disembark,
and a portion succeeded in the attembt, and the whole
of the Regiment was subsequently disembarked. To
allay these discords, a Proclamation was inserted in
¢The London Gazette’ of the 4th of February, explain-
ing that there was no intention of breaking faith with
the men, and that as soon as the treaty of peace should
be signed, all men who had served their three years
would be entitled to their discharge. The definitive
treaty between Great Britain and the United States of
America was concluded during this month.

To remedy the inconvenience occasioned by the de-
fection above referred to, a letter was addressed, on the
13th of February, by the Deputy Adjutant-General to
Lieut.-Colonel Turner Straubenzee, commanding the
52nd, (which Regiment had been ordered, early in De-
cember of the preceding year, to hold itself in readiness
for foreign service,) pointing out that a favourable
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" opportunity then offered for the corps to re-enlist and
proceed to India; and stating that the men were to be
engaged for three years only, from the date of their
landing in India; at the expiration of which time they
would be entitled to demand their discharge and to be
sent home at the expense of Government. One guinea
was to be paid upon their being re-attested, and two
guineas more on their embarkation.

The 52nd Regiment was completed to one thousand
men from other corps at Chatham, in twenty-four hours;
and the first division marched about the middle of Fe-
bruary, for embarkation for India. The remainder soon
followed, and the whole Regiment was embarked for
its destination early in March.

The 52nd arrived at Madras in August, 1783. The
late General Hunter, who was at this time a Captain
in the Regiment, and commanded it during great part
of the following campaigns, states that “the Regiment
had two hundred men, women, and children on board
the ¢ Kingston’ Indiaman, which blew up off Madras.
In spite of most active exertions of both officers and
men, and of those of the officers and crews of the
‘Vansittart’ and ‘Pigot,’ sixty-three lives were lost.
Captain Aubrey, a passenger, so well-known in the
sporting world, was saved by getting on a hencoop he
had thrown overboard. A drummer-boy of ours got
upon the coop with him, and was very much frightened
when the sharks made their appearance, and on the
boats coming up hallooed out most manfully for them
to ¢save the Captain’ Here was one word for Au-
brey and two for himself. However, Aubrey desired



1788.] THE FIFTY-SECOND REGIMENT. 27

they should pick up those in greater distress, which the
drammer did not at all approve.”

The British were at this time engaged in hostilities
with Tippoo Sahib, the ambitious and powerful Sultan of
the Mysore, who, on the decease of his father, Hyder
Ali, in December of the preceding year, had succeeded
to the dominions of that soldier of fortune, not inap-
propriately named the Napoleon of the East.

Some boats with sepoys having at this period been
wrecked near Cannanore, upon the Malabar coast, about
two hundred of them were seized and detained by Ali
Rajah Biby, the Queen of that country. Repeated ap-
-plications were made for their release, but without suc-
cess, and Tippoo Sahib claimed them from his ally, the
sovereign of the Cannanore country. A wing of the
52nd Regiment formed part of the force which proceeded
under Brigadier-General Norman M‘Leod, in order to
demand satisfaction for these injuries, Cannanore sur-
rendered without making any serious opposition, in De-
cember, 1783.

The late General Martin Hunter, who as Captain
Hunter had been appointed Brigade Major to the expe-
dition against Cannanore, thus relates the affair :—“We
marched after sunset, lay on our arms all night, and next
morning made & move close to the principal fort. In
teking possession of some commanding ground, the
light infantry were attacked by four or five hundred of
the enemy, armed with matchlocks, shields, and swords;
they only fired one volley and retired to the fort; but
the light infantry were so much exposed in the attack
that we had three officers and twenty-five men killed



28 HISTORICAL RECORD OF [1788.

and wounded. It was doubtful if the fort could be
stormed in the event of a breach being made, as we
were uncertain of the depth of the ditch, and whether
it was wet or dry. The General wished to ascertain
these points before the battery opened. I had a letter
from the Adjutant-General, offering a large sum to
any man of the battalion that would undertake this
hazardous service. I read the letter to the men, and
a man, named Rowlandson Taylor, of the 52nd, who
was an old American light infantryman, undertook
and executed it so coolly and well, that he not only as-
certained the exact depth of the ditch, but observed
that it was wet, except at the very point where we in-
tended to breach it, and returned under a heavy fire of
musketry without being touched. General M‘Leod was
so much pleased that he gave him fifty guineas. Colo-
nel Frederick applied to General M‘Leod to have the
honour of storming the breach with the Bombay gre-
nadiers, but was told he intended that honour for
Captain Hunter and the light infantry. Two days after
the breach was thought practicable, and I received
orders to hold the battalion in readiness to storm at one
o'clock in the afternoon (December 14th, 1783).

“ Lieutenant Robinson commanded the ¢ forlorn hope,’.
consisting of a serjeant, corporal, and thirty volunteers
from the battalion. At eleven o’clock, the battalion
paraded three companies in front ; the men each carried
a scaling-ladder, and the remainder of the brigade fas-
cines to fill up the ditch. We were supported by the
Battalion Companies of the 6th and 52nd Regiments,
and as one o’clock struck we advanced in close column
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to the breach, which was most gallantly defended, and
carried after an obstinate resistance. Lieutenant Robin-
son and the ¢forlorn hope’ were nearly all killed or
wounded, and in the battalion altogether four officers
and fifty-three men.

“The enemy retreated behind the breastwork of cot-
ton bags they had made in the rear of the breach, and

bravely defended it after we had got possession of the -

breach itself. Numbers of the enemy were killed in the
fort and in the water in attempting to escape by
swimming to the town. The 6th and 52nd did not enter
the town, but pursued a body of the enemy that escaped
by the gate next the town into another small fort. In
this attack they were beat off for want of scaling-ladders.
On seeing the two regiments engaged I assembled the
battalion, but the temptations to plunder were so great
I was some time in collecting them. However, I am
certain we had not been in possession of the fort half
an hour before we marched out to support the two
regiments. As we went out at the gate we met Gene-
ral M‘Leod, who much approved of what we were doing.
The two regiments, encouraged by seeing the light
companies coming up to their support, made a second
attack and carried the fort as we came up. Though
the Queen was a prisoner, and these two forts taken,
three small forts and the town still held out, and the
army remained under arms all night. Next morning
the whole surrendered prisoners of war, and the light
infantry marched into the town and took possession of
the Queen’s palace.”

On the 11th of March, 1784, peace was concluded
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with Tippoo Sahib, and one of the articles of the treaty
stipulated that the fort and district of Cannanore should
be evacuated and restored to its former sovereign.
Shortly after this service was performed, the detachment
returned to the coast of Coromandel, and joined the
other wing of the Regiment, which was stationed at
Walajahbad.

1784-1789.

From 1784 to 1789 the Regiment was stationed in
the Madras presidency, being employed chiefly on the
coast of Coromandel, but nothing of particular notice
occurred during this period. In February, 1787, the
Regiment had become reduced to three hundred and
ninety-three rank and file, but drafts from England in-
creased it in 1789 to upwards of eight hundred rank
and file.

In this year the British Government of India again
became involved in hostilities with Tippoo Sahib, who
encamped on the 24th of December, within four miles
from the lines of Travancore, at the head of a powerful
army, and made unreasonable demands on the Rajah of
that country, a British ally. On the 29th of the same
month Tippoo, by surprise, turned the right flank of the
lines, where no passage was supposed to exist. His
troops were, however, thrown into confusion, and took
to flight, and Tippoo escaped with difficulty.

1790.
This wanton and unprovoked violation of the treaty
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by Tippoo made the Government determined to exact
from him a full reparation, and preparations were at
once made to collect a force sufficient to carry these de-
signs into execution.

All the preparatory dispositions for the movement of
the army having been made, the troops ordered for field
service marched from their respective cantonments and
assembled at Wallicot, where they encamped under the
immediate command of Colonel Thomas Musgrave, of
the 76th Regiment, on the 15th of March, 1790, on
which day the 52nd Regiment, commanded by Captain
Martin Hunter, marched from Walajahbad to the camp.

On the 29th the encampment was changed to Aulloor,
and the army marched thence, on the 10th of April, to
commence offensive operations in the Carnatic. On this
occasion Captain the Honourable William Monson, of
the 52nd, obtained permission to resign his command at
Chingleput, for the purpose of joining his regiment in
the field.

After a march of twenty days the army arrived at
Trichinopoly plain, on the 29th of April, where the fol- -
lowing corps had been collected, under the command of
Colonel Brydges, of the East India Company’s service :—
Two King’s regiments, the 36th and 72nd Highlanders;
the 2nd and 5th Native cavalry ; the 1st, 5th, 6th, 7th,
16th, 20th, and 23rd Coast Sepoys. At the same time
Colonel Deare joined the force with three companies
of Bengal artillery, the whole being under the orders of
Major-General Musgrave, to which rank he had been
promoted on the 28th of April, 1790,

The army was formed into two European and four
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Native brigades. The 36th and 52nd composed the first
British brigade, under the command of Major Francis
Skelly (74th Highlanders), which, along with the first
and third Native brigades, formed the left wing of the
army commanded by Lieut.-Colonel James Stuart, of the
72nd Highlanders. The second brigade consisted of
the 71st and 72nd regiments, and the East India Com-
pany’s First European battalion. Major-General (after-
wards Sir William) Medows arrived at the camp on the
24th of May, and took command in person of the army,
which, on the 26th of that month, was put in motion to
enter the Coimbatoor District, and on the 15th of June
arrived at the town of Carroor, where it halted until
the 3rd of July, on which day the troops again resumed
their march, and on the 10th reached Diraporam, which
was taken possession of without opposition. Here was
found a large supply of grain and other necessaries,
which had been abandoned by the enemy.

Arrangements having been made for establishing an
hospital and placing a garrison in the town, the army
marched, on the 17th of July, upon Coimbatoor, which
surrendered on the 22nd of the same month, after mak-
ing but a trifling resistance.

A division, under the command of Lieut.-Colonel
Stuart, was ordered to proceed to Dindigull, to reduce
that fortress. On the 15th of August the two flank
companies of the 52nd Regiment, with two twelve-
pounders, marched, under the command of Captain the
Honourable William Monson, to invest the place; the
remainder of the regiment followed on the 16th, and
encamped the next day near Dindigull. The regiment
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was employed at the siege from the 17th to the 21st of
August.

On the night of the 21st of August the troops pro-
ceeded to storm the town; the advanced party was
composed of the two flank companies of the 52nd
and some native troops; but, in consequence of the
rocky nature of the ground (which the soldiers were
unable to climb in the dark), the assault did not suc-
ceed; however, on the next morning the attack was re-
newed, and the place fell into the hands of the British.

The 52nd had two serjeants and two rank and file
killed ; one drummer and fifteen rank and file wounded.

The following is a copy of the Division Orders issued

on the occasion :—
-  Head Quarters, Camp at Dindigull,
22nd August, 1790.

“The Commanding Officer congratulates the detachment on
this day’s important acquisition, which is entirely due to the
impression made by their spirit and activity on the minds of the
enemy. His sense of this he will take the earliest opportunity
of mentioning to the Commander-in-Chief in terms the most ho-
nourable to all concerned ; in the meantime, he begs that Lieut.-
Colonel Moorhouse will please to accept his warmest thanks, for
the judgment and perseverance with which he conducted the
attack of the place, and in which he was so perfectly seconded by
the artillery officers and men under his command.

‘“ Major Skelly will be pleased to accept his best acknowledg-
ments, for the exertions made by him and the storming party
under his command last night, and he is confident that nothing
but the unusual difficulties that opposed themselves to an assault
(which circumstances made it necessary at all events to attempt)
could have prevented its entire success.”

The Fort of Dindigull having been put into a state
D
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of defence, and garrisoned by Native Infantry, Lieut.-
Colonel Stuart’s detachment marched against Pauli-
ghautcherry on the 30th of August, and invested that
fortress on the 10th of September, from which period
the siege was carried on with great spirit and activity
until the 22nd of the same month, when it surrendered,
the garrison having laid down their arms as the troops
were moving out of the trenches to the assault.

At the siege of this fortress the 52nd had one ser-
jeant killed; Ensign Dugald M‘Millan and three rank
and file were wounded.

The following Division Orders were issued on this oc-
casion :—

“ DivisioN ORDERS. ‘
“ Camp near Paulighautcherry,
22nd September, 1790.

“ Lieut.-Colonel Stuart is happy to congratulate the detach-
ment he has the honour to command on the rapid success of
their exertions in the reduction of Paulighautcherry; such will-
ing and patient labour, such spirited disregard of difficulty and
danger as have been shown in the present service, would do honour
to any troops, and entitle them to the praise of the highest dis-
cipline. '

“To this praise he begs to add his warmest thanks, which
every officer and soldier in the detachment will please to accept.
His sense of the particular merits of departments and individuals
he reserves for the Commander-in-Chief, whose approbation will
be a more adequate and flattering testimony of their distin-
guished services than any he could offer.”

The army that remained encamped near Coimbatoor,
under the command of Major-General Medows, being
menaced with an attack by Tippoo’s troops, which were



1790.) THE FIFTY-SECOND REGIMENT. 35

stationed at the foot of the range of Ghauts, rendered
it necessary to concentrate the British forces, and in
consequence Colonel Stuart’s detachment was recalled
from Paulighautcherry two days after the fort was taken.
This division joined the army at Coimbatoor, on the
26th of September, and on the 29th the whole army
commenced its march upon Diraporam, with a view to
protect the hospital at that place; but, unfortunately,
it fell into the hands of the enemy before the army
arrived there. The fort had no cannon mounted, and
the garrison, consisting of a hundred Europeans and
two hundred Sepoys, capitulated on honourable terms,
which were strictly observed by the enemy.

On the 20th of October, all the heavy baggage hav-
ing been deposited in the fort of Coimbatoor, the army
recommenced moving, directing its march towards Er-
rode, where it arrived on the 2nd of November. On
the 8th of that month the army proceeded in the direc-
tion of Bovaneore, and thence to a ford about three
miles below Errode, the whole crossing the Cauvery on
the 9th and 10th, whilst Tippoo marched with his entire
force to attack a division under the orders of Lieut.-
Colonel Hamilton Maxwell, of the 74th Highlanders,
then in the Bharamahl country. The army moved by
Sankerrydroog for the Tappoor Pass, on the 11th of No-
vember, and ascended the pass on the 14th, encamping
at Adamancottah, in the Bharamahl country ; the troops
marched again on the 15th, and on the 17th effected a
junction with Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell at Darrampoury.
On the 18th of November the army moved by Cauveri-
puram to the Tappoor Pass, when the advance fell in

D2
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with the rear of Tippoo’s force, but made no decided im-
pression.

It was subsequently ascertained that the enemy, whose
movements were always sudden, varied, and perplexing,
was directing his course to the Carnatic by Namacul and:
Trichinopoly. The British troops, in consequence of
these movements, returned to the Carnatic, and the
army arrived in the middle of December in the vicinity
of Trichinopoly.

1791.

The British army arrived at Terrimungulun on the
1st of January, 1791, and at Arnee on the 12th. Dur-
ing this long and fatiguing march the Anglo-Indian
troops frequently encamped upon the ground from which
the enemy had removed in the morning; but the efforts
made to overtake him were not successful. The sick
and heavy guns having been placed in the fort of Arnee,
the advance and right wing marched on the 14th of
January for Velhout, where they arrived on the 27th,
followed by the left wing.

On the 29th of January the army was reviewed by
General Charles Earl Cornwallis, K.G., who had arrived
from Bengal to assume the command, and who ex-
pressed great satisfaction at the appearance of the
troops. His Lordship was at this period Governor-
General and Commander-in-Chief in the East Indies,
and had left Bengal on the 6th of December of the
" previous year, and landed at Fort St. George, Madras,
on the 30th of the same month,

The army, being refreshed and equipped, commenced
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moving in a westerly direction, on the 5th of February,
by Perambaukum and Sholingur, arriving on the 11th
in the vicinity of Vellore. The troops were ordered into
the fort, and on the 14th they marched to Chittipet,
turning suddenly to the right by Chittoor towards the
Muglee Pass, where they arrived on the 17th of Feb-
ruary. On the 18th the advance, followed by the artil-
lery, ascended the Ghauts, the entire army encamping
on the day following at Palamnaire, in the Mysore ter-
ritory, without having come in sight of the enemy.

Whilst the British army remained at Velhout, Tippoo
pushed to the southward, and summoned Cuddalore;
but upon ascertaining in what direction Earl Cornwallis
had moved, the Sultan hastened to the Shangana Pass,
where he arrived too late to oppose the troops at the
Muglee Pass. On the 24th the British marched for
Colar, which was abandoned on their approach ; thence
the army moved to Ouscotta, which place was immedi-
ately carried by a battalion of Sepoys.

Tippoo displayed a portion of his army on the 4th of
March, and on the following day opened a cannonade
on the troops moving towards Bangalore; his horse at
the same time attempted to attack the stores and bag-
gage, but without success. About sunsgt on the 5th of
March, the army encamped within gun-shot of the fort of
Bangalore, and shifted its ground on the day following.
The pettah (the suburb of the town) was then attacked
by the 36th and 76th regiments, with some battalions
of sepoys, and carried, after a resolute resistance on the
part of the defenders.

Nothing material occurred from this period to the
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14th of March, but every preparation for the approach-
ing siege was carried on with diligence and activity.
On the 15th, the batteries being completed, opened their
fire upon Bangalore; and on the 17th the lines were
cannonaded by the enemy, whilst at night the camp was
much disturbed by his rockets.* Forage became very
scarce, and none could be procured beyond the advanced
piquets. The siege however proceeded, and the enemy
continued to harrass the British until the 21st of March,
when the breach being considered practicable an attack
was ordered.

The storming party consisted of the grenadiers of the
36th, 52nd, 71st, 72nd, 74th, and 76th regiments, fol-
lowed by their respective light companies, and led by
Lieutenant James Duncan, of the 71st, and Lieutenant
John Evans, of the 52nd, with a forlorn hope of thirty
chosen men; the whole supported by the battalion com-
panies of the 36th, 72nd, and 76th, with some battalions
of Bengal sepoys. The corps of attack were commanded
by Lieut.-Colonel Maxwell, of the 74th; the flankers
were under the immediate command of Major Skelly;
Major-General Medows was present on this occasion.

During the night of the 21st of March, the troops
proceeded on this enterprise, and, after a sharp conflict,
by one o’clock in the morning, the important fortress of
Bangalore was captured.

* A rocket corps seems to have formed part of Tippoo’s army. Major
General Abercromby mentions the ‘ Rocketboys” of the enemy in his
despatch relating to the capture of Cananore, in 1790. Recently (1859),
the accounts from Bengal mention the use of rockets, filled in an improved
manner, “of which our artillery officers had taken notes,” by the mutinous
sepoys and native forces arrayed against Lord Clyde in Oude.—~Eb.
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The 52nd sustained the following casualties during
the siege, namely:—Captain-Lieutenant and Captain
Elias Terrott, and four rank and file, killed ; Captain
" Henry Conran, Lieutenant John Evans (who led the
attack), one drummer, and two rank and file, wounded.

In the General Orders, dated 22nd of March, 1791,
it was stated that—

“Lorp CorNwaLLis feels the most sensible gratification in
congratulating the officers and soldiers of the army on the ho-
nourable issue of the fatigues and dangers which they underwent
during the late arduous siege. Their alacrity and firmness in
the execution of their various duties have, perhaps, never been
exceeded, and he shall not only think it incumbent upon him to
represent their meritorious conduct in the strongest colours, but
he shall ever remember it with the sincerest sentiments of esteem
and admiration.

“Lord Cornwallis is 80 well acquainted with the ardour that
pervades the whole army, that he would have been happy if it
had been practicable to have allowed every corps to have parti-
cipated in the glory of the enterprise of last night; but it must
be obvious to all, that in forming a disposition for the assault, a
certain portion of the troops could only be employed.

“The conduct of all the regiments which happened in their
turn to be upon duty that evening did credit in every respect to
their spirit and discipline; but his Lordship desires to offer the
tribute of his particular and warmest praise to the European
grenadiers and light infantry of the army, and to the 36th,
72nd, and 76th regiments, who led the attack and carried the
fortress, and who by their behaviour on that occasion furnished
a conspicuons proof that disciplined valour in soldiers, when
directed by zeal and capacity in officers, is irresistible.”

On the 28th of March, the army quitted Bangalore
to join the forces of the Nizam, amounting to about
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fifteen thousand cavalry, sent to co-operate with the
British in this war, and the junction was effected on
the 13th of April. The army afterwards returned to
Bangalore, where preparations were made for the siege
of Seringapatam. The troops advanced upon the capi-
tal of the Mysore on the 4th of May, and on the 13th
of that month arrived at Arakerry, on the Cauvery,
about eight miles below Seringapatam, which derives
its name from the god Serung, to whom one of the
pagodas was dedicated. The enemy was discernible in
front with his right resting on the river, and his left on
a high hill named the Carighaut.

The troops marched during the night of the 14th of
May, with a view to surprise the enemy; but owing to
the badness of the weather and roads, together with
the jaded state of the gun-bullocks, little or no progress
was made during the night. On the following day,
after having undergone great fatigue, they were brought
into action, when the enemy was driven from his strong
position, and forced across the river into the island
upon which the capital, Seringapatam, is situated, where
he was protected by his batteries. In this affair the
52nd had Lieutenant and Adjutant John Leonard and
two rank and file killed; and twenty rank and file
wounded.

After resting upon the field of battle, the army was
again in movement on the 18th of May, and in two
days arrived at Canambaddy, situated on the Cauvery,
some miles above Seringapatam. It was now ascertained
that the season was too far advanced for undertaking
immediately the siege of Tippoo’s capital, and it was
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accordingly resolved to withdraw. The battering-train
was destroyed, all the ammunition and stores which
could not be removed, were buried, and on the 26th of
May the army marched towards Bangalore

The soldiers, before commencing this retrograde move-
ment, were thanked in Orders for their conduct through-
out these services, and it was added :—

“ S0 long as there were any hopes of reducing Seringapatam
before the commencement of the heavy rains, the Commander-
in-chief thought himself happy in availing himself of their
willing services ; but the unexpected bad weather for some time
experienced having rendered the attack of the enemy’s capital
impracticable until the conclusion of the ensuing monsoons, Lord
Cornwallis thought he should make an ill return for the zeal
and alacrity exhibited by the soldiers, if he desired them to draw
the guns and stores back to a magazine where there remains an
ample supply of both, which was captured by their valour; he
did not therefore hesitate to order the guns and stores which
were not wanted for field service to be destroyed.”

In the course of this march the British were joined
by the Mahratta army under Harry Punt and Purseram
Bhow, consisting of thirty-two thousand men, chiefly
cavalry, and thirty pieces of cannon. Of the approach
of this large force the British had been kept in total -
ignorance by the active manner in which the communi-
cations were interrupted by Tippoo’s irregular troops.
Captain Little, having under his orders two battalions
of Bombay sepoys, joined with the Mahratta army, and
the supplies were now abundant.

The army arrived at Bangalore on the 11th of July,
without any attempt being made to interrupt the march.
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By this time the Nizam’s cavalry had become unfit to
keep the field, and were allowed to return to their own
country. Purseram Bhow also, with a large detachment
of the Mahrattas, proceeded into the Sera country; but
Hurry Punt, with the remainder, continued attached to
the British army. On the 15th of July the whole of
the sick and one-half of the tumbrils belonging to the
field-pieces were sent into the fort of Bangalore, and
the army marched towards Oussoor, where it arrived on
the 11th of August, the fort at that place being aban-
doned by the enemy after he had blown up the angles.

On the 12th of August the army moved from Oussoor,
and on the 23rd arrived at Bayeur. About this period
Major Gowdie, of the Honourable East India Company’s
service, was attached with some troops for the reduc-
tion of the strong hill-fort of Nundydroog, and they ar-
rived before the place on the 22nd of September.

The 52nd remained with the forces under General
the Earl Cornwallis, who, with a view to intimidate the
garrison, encamped the army within four miles of Nun-
dydroog, on the 18th of October, and in the evening
of that day the troops were told off for an assault upon
the two breaches, which had been pronounced practi-
cable. The attack was successful, and Nundydroog,
which had formerly been defended by the Mahrattas
against Hyder Ali for three years, fell into the hands of
the British.

In a few days afterwards the army retraced its route
to Bangalore.

The 52nd remained at Bangalore until the 9th of
December, when the regiment was detached with the
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72nd Highlanders, and the 14th and 26th Bengal Se-
poys, under Lieut.-Colonel James Stuart, of the 72nd,
against the fortress of Savendroog, situated on the side
of the mountain, environed by almost inaccessible rocks;
the troops arrived before the place on the 10th, and
during the night the grenadiers of the 52nd and 72nd,
with a battalion company from each regiment, supported
by the 26th Sepoys, climbed a steep hill, descended
into a valley by so rugged and steep a path, that the
soldiers let themselves down in many places by the
branches of trees growing on the side of the rocks,
and then ascended a rock nearly three hundred feet
high, crawling on their hands and feet, and helping
themselves up by tufts of grass until they reached the
summit, where they established themselves on a spot
which overlooked the whole of the fortress, about three
huudred yards from the wall. The batteries were speed-
ily constructed ; the flank companies of the 71st and
76th regiments arrived to take part in the siege, and
practicable breaches having been effected, storming par-
ties paraded on the morning of the 21st of December.
The right attack was made by the light companies of
the 71st and 72nd, supported by a battalion company
of the latter corps; the left attack by the two flank
companies of the 76th and the grenadier company of
the 52nd; the centre attack, under Major Fraser, of the
72nd, by the grenadiers and two battalion companies
of that regiment, two companies of the 52nd, the grena-
diers of the 7lst, and four companies of sepoys, sup-
ported by the 6th battalion of sepoys; the whole under
Lieut.-Colonel Colebrook Nesbitt, of the 52nd regiment.
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The storming party, commanded by Lieut.-Colonel
Nesbitt, was directed to four different attacks. Captain
James Gage, of the 76th, with the grenadiers of the 52nd
and flank companies of the 76th regiment, to gain the
eastern hill to the left ; Captain the Honourable William
Monson, with the light company of the 52nd to scour
the works towards the western hill on the right; Cap-
tain the Honourable John Lindsay and Captain James
Robertson, with the flank companies of the 71st, to
separate, and attack the works or parties they might
discover in the chasm or hollow between the hills; the
52nd and 72nd regiments were to follow the flank com-
panies; parties were detached under Lieut.-Colonel
Baird and Major Petrie round the mountain, to divert
the enemy’s attention from the main object, and to en-
deavour to prevent his escape.

At eleven o’clock in the morning of the 21st of De-
cember, on a signal of two guns being fired from the
batteries, the flank companies in the order described,
followed by the 52nd and 72nd regiments, advanced to
the assault; the band of the 52nd playing “ Britons,
strike home !’ while the grenadiers and light infantry
mounted the breach.

Nothing could withstand the impetuosity of the at-
tack, and the assailants gained possession of the fort
with the trifling loss of five men wounded, the enemy
betaking themselves to flight as the British mounted
the breach.

Lord Cornwallis issued a General Order on the 22nd
of December, 1791, thanking the troops for their gal-
lant conduct, in which it was stated that—
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“ Lorp CorNwarLis thinks himself fortunate, almost beyond
example, in having.acquired by assault a fortress of so much
strength and reputation, and of such inestimable value to the
public interests, as Savendroog, without having to regret the loss
of a single soldier on the occasion.

“He can only attribute the pusillanimity of the enemy yes-
terday to their astonishment at seeing the good order and deter-
nined countenance with which the troops who were employed in
the assault entered the breaches, and ascended precipices that
have hitherto been considered in this country as inaccessible;
but although the resistance was so contemptible, he is not the
less sensible that the behaviour of the grenadiers and light in-
fantry of the 52nd, 71st, 72nd, and 76th regiments, who led the
assault, and who must have made the decisive impression upon
the minds of the enemy, reflects the most distinguished honour
upon their discipline and valour.” ‘

Two days after the capture of Savendroog, the trcops
advanced against Outredroog ; they arrived within three
miles of the place that night, and on the following day
summoned the garrison to surrender. Lieut.-Colonel
Stuart observing the people flying from the pettah to
the fortress on the rock, directed the guns to open upon
them, and two battalion companies of the 52nd and
72nd regiments, supported by the 26th Sepoys, pro-
ceeded to attack the pettah by escalade, which was
executed with so much spirit that the soldiers were
speedily in possession of the town. The result of the
sieges of Savendroog and Outredroog were highly cre-
ditable to the troops employed, and were also impor-
tant in opening the British line of communication.

The f'ollowing is an extract from General After-orders,
dated from Camp at Magre, 25th December, 1791 :—
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“ Lorp CorNwaLLIS has received with the highest satisfaction
a report from Lieut.-Colonel Stuart, that the strong and impor-
tant rock of Outredroog was carried yesterday forenoon by assault,
by a detachment consisting of two companies of the 52nd and
two companies of the 72nd regiments, and the 26th Bengal Bat-
talion, without the loss of a man on our side. )

“ His LorpsHIP likewise desires that his thanks may be com-
municated in general to the other officers and soldiers who com-
posed the detachment, for their gallantry and steadiness on that
occasion.”

1792.

The army under General the Earl Cornwallis was
reviewed on the 31st of January, 1792, by the Poonah
and Hyderabad chiefs, and the next day commenced its
March towards Seringapatam. The troops arrived in
the vicinity of Tippoo’s capital on the 5th of February,
and encamped at the French rocks. The enemy’s horse
showed itself on the 4th and 5th, but attempted nothing
hostile. The Sultan took up a formidable position to
cover his capital, which it was determined to attack
during the night of the 6th of February. His en-
trenched camp was reconnoitred during the day of the
6th of February, and at dark the army was formed in
three columns of attack. The right, under Major-Gene-
ral Medows, consisted of the 36th and 76th King’s re-
giments. The centre under the Commander-in-Chief,
General the Earl Cornwallis, was composed of the 52nd,
71st,and 74th King’s regiments. The left, under Lieut.-
Colonel Maxwell, of the 74th, consisted of the 72nd
Highlanders. The native troops were divided amongst
the three columns.
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By eight o’clock in the evening of the 6th of Feb-
ruary the three columns were in motion. The head of
the centre column, led by the flank companies of the
respective corps, after twice crossing the Lokany river,
which covered the enemy’s right wing and front, came
in contact with his first line, and immediately forced
through it. The British flankers, mixing with the fugi-
tives, crossed the north branch of the Cauvery at the
foot of the glacis of the fortress of Seringapatam. Cap-
tain the Honourable John Lindsay collected the grena-
diers of the T7lst upon the glacis, and attempted to
push into the body of the place, but was prevented
by the bridge being raised a few moments before he
_ reached it. He was shortly afterwards joined by some
of the light company of the 52nd and grenadiers of the
76th, with whom he forced his way down to the cele-
brated Llal Baugh, or “ Garden of Pearls,” where he
was attacked most furiously, but the enemy was repulsed
by the bayonet in a very spirited manner.

Captain Lindsay was afterwards joined by the 74th
grenadiers, and attempted to drive the enemy from the
pettah, but was unsuccessful, from the numbers which
poured on him from all sides. He then took post in a
redoubt, which was maintained until morning, and then
moved to the north bank of the river, where the firing
appeared very heavy. There he was met by Brevet-
Lieut.-Colonel the Honourable John Knox, of the 36th,
and by Lieut.-Colonel Baird, with the grenadiers of the
52nd, and the light company of the 71st, together with
some of the troops that composed the left attack.

Meanwhile the battalion companies of the 52nd, 71st,
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and 72nd regiments, forced their way across the river
to the island, overpowering all opposition.

Major Dirom, in his ¢ Narrative of the Campaign in
India in 1792,’ states :—“ About two hours before day-
light, the seven companies of the 52nd regiment and
the three companies of the 14th Bengal battalion joined
his Lordship. Their arrival was most fortunate, as
scarcely had they time to replace their ammunition
(their cartridges having been damaged in passing the
river) when a large body of troops, part of Tippoo’s
centre and left, who had recovered from the panic occa-
sioned by the first operations of the night, marched
down and attacked him with much resolution. Ani-
mated by the presence, and under the immediate orders
of the Commander-in-Chief, these four corps received
the enemy with firmness, returned their fire, and, on
their approaching nearer, charged them with their bay-
onets. They, however, renewed the attack repeatedly,
and it was near daylight before they were finally re-
pulsed.”

General Martin Hunter’s Journal contains the fol-
lowing account :—* In the night attack of Tippoo’s en-
trenched camp before Seringapatam, on the 6th of Feb-
ruary, 1792, the 52nd were in the centre division, under
the immediate command of Lord Cormwallis, and having
crossed the Cauvery, took post in the Daulet Baugh,
which is close to the foot of the glacis.

“The night was so dark, I did not know I was within
range of the guns of Seringapatam. Tippoo soon found
us out, and brought every gun he could to bear upon us,
which determined me to recross the Cauvery, and try to
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join Lord Cornwallis, who I knew had halted somewhere
near the Sultan’s redoubt, with a part of the 71st regi
ment and a battalion of sepoys. Lord Cornwallis did
not know that the 52nd was within less than a quarter
of a mile of him, till within half an hour of the attack
of Tippoo, who had recrossed the Cauvery with his whole
force. The night was so dark, the first intimation we
had of their approach was from the ¢tom-toms,’ fol-
lowed by cheering and a volley. They were within two
hundred yards of us when the Regiment was ordered
to fire a volley and to charge. In this charge I was
dangerously wounded and carried into the Sultan’s re-
doubt; the Regiment thought I was killed.

“Lord Cornwallis had fallen back with his small body-
guard, and sent orders to the 52nd to retreat, which
orders were delivered to Captain (the late General)
Conran, next in command of the Regiment. At this
time the men were under a galling fire from the enemy,
and getting impatient, they called out in the hearing of
Captain Conran,— Had Captain Hunter been alive he
would have ordered another charge at those black ras-
cals!” Conran said, ¢ Well, my lads, though I have re-
ceived orders to retreat, you shall have another dash at
them.” This charge in my opinion was the saving of
Lord Cornwallis and the few troops he had with him,
—the 52nd covering his retreat till he got beyond the
Baugh hedge, when Tippoo gave up the pursuit, and
bent his whole force against Sybald’s Redoubt. Had
not the 52nd recrossed the Cauvery, and by the greatest
good luck, fallen in with Lord Cornwallis, he must in-
evitably have been taken by Tippoo.

E
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“ T have given rather a detailed account of this action,
as it was the last general engagement in which I had
the honour to command the 52nd Regiment, with whom
I had shared so many perils, and spent so many joyous
days.” :

In the attack of Tippoo’s fortified camp under the
walls of Seringapatam, during the night of the 6th Fe-
bruary, the 52nd had Lieutenant John Hutcheson, one
serjeant, and nine rank and file killed. Captain Martin
Hunter, Captain-Lieutenant and Captain Henry Zouch,
Lieutenants William Irwine, W. Molesworth Madden,
and Charles Rowan, and two serjeants, one drummer,
and twenty-four rank and file were wounded; and one
serjeant and eight rank and file were missing.

The loss of the enemy was very severe, being esti-
mated at twenty thousand hors de combat. Eighty pieces
of cannon were taken by the victors.

The foregoing details testify the share which the Re-
giment deserved of the following general commendation
bestowed by the Earl Cornwallis in his Orders dated 7th
February :—

“The conduct and valour of the officers and soldiers of this
army have often merited Lord Cornwallis’s encomiums ; but the
zeal and gallantry which were so successfully displayed last night
in the attack of the enemy’s whole army, in a position that has
caused him so much time and labour to fortify, can never be
sufficiently praised ; and his satisfaction, on an occasion which
promises to be attended with the most substantial advantages,
has been greatly heightened by learning from the Commanding
Officers of Division, that this meritorious behaviour was universal
through all ranks, to a degree that has rarely been equalled.

“ Logp CorNwaLLis therefore requests that the army in gene-
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ral will accept of his most cordial thanks for the noble and gal-
lant manner in which they executed the plan of attack. It covers
themselves with honour, and will ever command his warmest sen-
timents of admiration.”

On the 9th of February the army took up its final
position for the siege of Seringapatam, and on the 15th
Major-General Robert Abercromby joined with the
Bombay force, consisting of the 73rd, 75th, and 77th
regiments, besides Native troops, making a total of
about six thousand men. Preparations were then made
for the siege, and the approaches were carried on with
the greatest activity until the 24th of February, when
the General Orders announced that the preliminary arti-
cles of peace had been signed, and in consequence all
hostile measures ceased. On the 26th of February the
two sons of Tippoo Sahib were brought to the British
camp, as hostages for the due performance of the stipu-
lations of the treaty.

Some obstacles having been offered by the Sultan to
the arrangements for peace, working parties were or-
dered, and the guns replaced in the batteries on the
10th of March ; but this state of suspicion and prepara-
tion only lasted until the 15th of the same month, when
it was terminated, and three days afterwards the defi-
nitive treaty being duly executed and signed, was deli-
vered by the youthful hostage, Abdel Kalek, to each of
the confederates. The counterpart was sent to Tippoo
on the 20th March.

Thus ended a war, during which the confederates
wrested from the enmemy seventy fortresses, eight hun-
dred pieces of cannon, and placed kors de combat or dis-

E 2
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persed at least fifty thousand men. By the articles of
the treaty Tippoo was pledged to pay a large sum of
money, and to cede one half of his dominions. The
Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief in India
granted from this money a sum equal to six months’
batta for all ranks, and the Court of Directors after-
wards made a similar grant.

The exchange of the definitive treaty being fully
‘completed, the British commenced moving towards
Bangalore on the 26th of March, from whence they
proceeded to the Pednaigdurgum Pass, where the Ben-
gal troops were ordered to their own presidency. In
the beginning of May the army descended the Ghauts,
arriving soon after at Vellore, where the Commander-
in-Chief arranged the cantonments of the troops, and
proceeded to Madras. In October the 52nd marched
to Poonamallee, near Madras.

1793.

Meanwhile the French Revolution had assuined such
a character as called forth the efforts of Europe to ar-
rest the progress of its principles, and on the 1st of
February, 1793, shortly after the decapitation of Louis
XV1L, the National Convention of France declared war
against Great Britain and Holland. Intelligence of
this event reached India in May, 1793, and in June the
52nd was ordered to be in readiness for active service.
In July the Regiment proceeded from Poonamallee
. against the French settlement of Pondicherry, on the
Coromandel coast, as part of the force under the com-
mand of Colonel John Brathwaite.
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The siege of Pondicherry was commenced in the be-
ginning of August, the army encamping in a thick
wood, where tigers were so abundant that the natives
were afraid to travel in the night. On the 22nd of
August a white flag was displayed by the garrison, with
a request to be allowed to surrender. The French sol-
diers in the fortress had embraced democratical princi-
ples, and were particularly insubordinate ; they insisted
that the Governor should surrender, but after the white
flag was displayed they fired two shells, which killed
several men. During the night they were guilty of
every species of outrage; breaking into houses, and be-
coming intoxicated. On the following morning a num-
ber of them environed the house of the Governor (Ge-
neral Charmont), and threatened to hang him before
the door; when application was made to the British for
protection. The English soldiers rushed into the town,
overpowered the insurgents, rescued the Governor, and
preserved the inhabitants from a repetition of such out-
rages. After this service the Regiment returned to
Madras in September, and occupied its former quarters
at Poonamallee.

1794.

In September, 1794, the 52nd proceeded from Poo-
namallee to Secundermally, where the Regiment conti-
nued during the remainder of the year.

1795.

Holland was united to France in the early part of the
year 1795, and was named the Batavian Republic. This
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caused an expedition to be fitted out against the island
of Ceylon, where the Dutch had several settlements.
The 52nd formed part of the force destined for this ser-
vice, under the command of Colonel James Stuart, of
the 72nd Highlanders, who was advanced to the rank
of Major-General at this period. The fleet arrived on
the coast of Ceylon on the 1st of August, and two days
afterwards the troops landed four miles north of the
fort of Trincomalee. The siege of the fort was com-
menced as soon as the artillery and stores could be
landed, and brought sufficiently near the place. On
the 26th of August a practicable breach was effected,
and the garrison surrendered. The fort of Batticaloe
capitulated on the 18th of the following month, and
the fort and Island of Manaar imitated that example on
the 5th of October.

1796.

The Regiment continued to be actively employed un-
til the reduction of the whole of the Dutch settlements
in Ceylon, which was effected in February, 1796, when
the fortress of Colombo surrendered. The people in the
interior of the island had not been deprived of their in-
dependence by the Dutch, and so long as they preserved
a peaceful demeanour, were not interfered with by the
British. The Regiment afterwards returned to Madras,
and was subsequently stationed at Tanjore, in the Car-
natic.

1797.
During the year 1797 the Regiment was stationed at
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Tanjore. On the 18th of October, being under orders
to return to England, the effective men were drafted
into other corps serving in India, under the authority
of the following letter from the War Office :— '

“ War Office, March 80th, 1797.
“8IR,

“I have the honour to acquaint you his Majesty has been
pleased to order, that the privates fit for service of the 52nd Re-
giment of Foot, under your command, shall be drafted into the
77th and 80th Regiments.

~ “The draft will be allowed a bounty of three guineas per
man from the corps into which they are drafted, previous to
which they are to be accounted with for any just claims they
may have on your Regiment.
“The officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates are to
be brought back to England by the first opportunity.
I have, etc.,
“ (Signed) W. WinDHAM.

“ General Trapaud,
¢ Colonel 52nd Regiment.”

1798.

After a service of fifteen years in India, the Regiment
embarked at Madras on the 19th of February, 1798, for
England. Prior to embarkation the following compli-
mentary General Orders were issued by the Commander-
in-Chief :—

« Head Quarters, Chaultre Plain,
«8th February, 1798.

“His Majesty’s 52nd Regiment being under orders of em-
barkation for Europe, the Commander-in-Chief, while he feels
sincere regret at losing so valuable a corps from under his com-
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mand, embraces the opportunity to assure Major Monson, the
officers and men, that he shall ever retain a strong impression of
the discipline and gallantry of that corps during a period of
fifteen years’ service in India.

“ (Signed) James Rosinson, D. 4.-Gen.”

“ Fort St. George, February 18¢k, 1798.

“The non-commissioned officers and privates of the 52nd
Regiment, with the other details of his Majesty’s troops at the
Residency under orders of embarkation, to embark tomorrow
morning at six o’clock from the North Glacis, according to the
distribution which they have received from the Deputy Adjutant-
General of the King’s troops.

“ Upon this occasion the Right Honourable the President in
Council feels it incumbent upon him to convey to Major
Monson, the officers, and men of the 52nd Regiment, the thanks
of this Government for the share they have had in supporting
its authority during a period of fifteen years, and in extending
the conquests of the nation in the late glorious war against
Tippoo Sultaun.

“ By Order of the President in Council,

“ (Signed) T. WEsB, Secretary.”

On the 20th February, 1821, his Majesty King
George IV. was graciously pleased to authorize the 52nd
Light Infantry to bear on its colours and appointments
the word “ HINDOOSTAN,” in commemoration of the dis-
tinguished services of the Regiment in the several ac-
tions in which it had been engaged in India from Sep-
tember, 1790, to September, 1793.

On the passage homeward from Madras, one of the
transports, the ¢ Princess Amelia,’ East Indiaman, which
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was conve'ying a portion of the 52nd, was destroyed by
fire, and many lives were lost: the lives of others were
saved only by swimming or floating till they were picked
up, and among these latter was Captain Sir William
Burdett. )

The skeleton of the Regiment, consisting of one
major, six captains, nine lieutenants, one quartermas-
ter, one assistant-surgeon, and one hundred and sixty-six
rank and file, arrived at Chatham on the 7th of August,
1798. On the 18th of December following, the Regi-
ment took up its quarters at Colchester.

1799.

In the early part of the year 1799, the Regiment was
stationed at Barking, and on the 20th of July it arrived
at Ashford.

The following letter was received from the War Of-
fice in the beginning of December, authorizing an al-
teration of the establishment and the augmentation of
an additional battalion to the Regiment :—

“ War Qffice, Srd December, 1799.

“ SIR,

“Hrs Masestv having been pleased to order that the
establishment of the 52nd Regiment of Foot under your com-
mand should be altered so as to consist of ten companies of
eighty rank and file each, with an additional lieutenant per
company, and that a new battalion of like number should be
added thereto: —

« T have the honour to acquaint you therewith, and to enclose
a state of the numbers of the Regiment as they will be borne
on the establishment from the 25th ultimo inclusive.

“I am at the same time to acquaint you it is his Majesty’s



58 HISTORICAL RECORD OF [1800.

pleasure, that in regard to the new battalion, of which Major-
General Moore is appointed Colonel-Commandant, the provision
of the clothing and accoutrements and the application of the
funds for that purpose shall be on the same footing as the 60th
Regiment.

“T have, etc.,

' “ (Signed) W. WinDHAM.
“ General Trapaud,

“ Colonel 62nd Regiment.”

During the year the Regiment received upwards of
two thousand volunteers from the militia, and was ena-
bled to transfer one thousand and fifty-one rank and
file to the second battalion. This left the strength of
the first battalion, on the 24th December, 1799, at fifty-
two serjeants, twenty-two drummers, and nine hundred
and eighty-four rank and file.

The Regiment arrived at Chelmsford in the month of
December.

1800.

On the 25th of June the first battalion of the 52nd
embarked at Southampton, having been ordered to form
part of a force which was being collected for a secret
service. The second battalion embarked also at South-
ampton on the 2nd of July, but returned to that place
on the 14th of the same month. Early in August it
again embarked at Southampton, having been selected
to form part of the expedition under Lieut.-General Sir
James Pulteney, Bart.

The armament of which the first battalion formed a
portion, reached the Bay of Quiberon on the 8th of
July; and the 23rd, 31st, first battalion of the 52nd,
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and 63rd regiments landed on the Isle de Houat, where
they remained encamped under the command of Bri-
gadier-General the Honourable Thomas Maitland until
the 19th of August, when they again embarked and
joined the expedition under Lieut.-General Sir James
Pulteney, destined for the coast of Spain. The strength
of the two battalions amounted to nearly eighteen hun-
dred men.

Both battalions landed near Ferrol on the 25th of
August, and on the morning of the 26th attacked the
enemy, and gained possession of the heights above the
town. In the action near Ferrol, the first battalion of
the 52nd had eight rank and file killed. Captain Sa-
muel Torrens was wounded, and died in consequence.
One serjeant, one drummer, and thirty-eight rank and
file were wounded. The second battalion had two rank
and file killed and three wounded.

Lieut.-General Sir James Pulteney in his official de-
spatch, dated at sea, 27th August, stated :—

“ At daybreak the following morning a considerable body of
the enemy was driven back by Major-General the Earl of Cavan’s
brigade, supported by some other troops, so that we remained in
complete possession of the heights which overlook the town and
harbour of Ferrol; but from the nature of the ground, which
was steep and rocky, unfortunately this service could not be
performed without some loss. The first battalion 52nd Regiment
had the principal share in this action. The enemy lost about
one hundred men killed and wounded, and thirty or forty pri-
soners.” .

The Regiment re-embarked on the 27th,and proceeded
to the Bay of Cadiz, where the whole army was ordered
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into the flat boats, with three days’ provisions in their
haversacks, for the purpose of attacking the town of
Cadiz; but the design was abandoned, and the fleet
sailed for Gibraltar, where a force was selected to ac-
company General Sir Ralph Abercromby to Egypt; but
the two battalions of the 52nd Regiment, being enlisted
for service in Europe only, could not form a part of it,
although they immediately volunteered to extend their
services to any part of the world; this, however, Sir
Ralph did not feel himself authorized to accept, and
the Regiment returned to Lisbon, where it landed on
the 25th of November.

1801.

On the 26th of January, the 52nd Regiment returned
from Lisbon, and landed at Ramsgate. The first bat-
talion marched to Canterbury on the 29th, and the se-
cond battalion to Ashford. As soon as the Regiment
arrived in England the men volunteered for general ser-
vice.

Major-General John Moore, Colonel-Commandant of
the second battalion of the 52nd, was appointed Colonel
of the Regiment by his Majesty King George IIIL. on
the 8th May, 1801, in succession to General Cyrus Tre-
paud, deceased.

On the 2nd of November, 1801, the first battalion
marched to Deal and the second battalion to Dover.

1802.

Both battalions remained at Deal and Dover till No-
vember, 1802, when they proceeded to Chatham, where
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they arrived on the 13th of that month, and continued

in that garrison until the formation of the 52nd Light

Infantry in 1803. ’
1803.

In January, 1803, the Regiment was made Light In-
fantry, which event may be considered to form a new
era in its history. The following is a copy of the Gene-
ral Orders relative to the formation of the 52nd Light

Infantry :—
f Y  Horse Guards, 10th January, 1803.

- “ Tt being his Majesty’s pleasure that from the 25th ultimo
the second battalion of the 52nd Regiment should be numbered
the 96th Regiment of Foot, I am commanded by the Com-
mander-in-Chief to signify the same to you, and to desire that
in consequence of this arrangement you will be pleased to give
the necessary orders for posting a due proportion of the officers
of the present battalions of the 52nd Regiment to the 96th Re-
giment.

“In carrying this into effect, his Royal Highness desires that
the two senior Lieut.-Colonels may be posted to the 52nd Regi-
ment, and that the same rule may be observed with regard
to the senior Majors, Captains, Subalterns, and Staff Officers, as
far as the establishment will allow.

“ But although the Commander-in-Chief points out this mode
of posting the officers, yet should any of the seniors of the re-
spective ranks prefer being removed to the 96th Regiment, in
preference to remaining in the 52nd Regiment, his Royal High-
ness will not object to their being posted in the 96th Regiment,
excepting in the case of the two senior Lieut.-Colonels, both of
whom are to remain in the 52nd Regiment.

“H. CaLverrt, Adjutant-General.

“ Major-General Moore has, in consequence of the instruc-
tions contained in the letter of which the above is an extract,
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directed a list of the officers of the two battalions to be made
out, placing the senior of each rank to the 52nd Regiment, and
the juniors the 96th Regiment, that the officers may directly
see their respective situations, and be better able to make the
option which is given to them by his Royal Highness the Com-
mander-in-Chief.

“ Memorandum.—

‘ Such of the officers in the list of the 52nd Regiment who
prefer being removed to the 96th, will give their names to the
Major-General tomorrow morning.

“ (Signed) Joun Moore, Colonel.”

“ Horse Guards, 18th January, 1803.
¢ SIR,

“] have received the Commander-in-Chief’s directions to
inform you, that on the separation of the two battalions of the
62nd Regiment, for the purpose of nominating the 2nd battalion
the 96th Regiment, it is his Majesty’s gracious.pleasure, that
the 1st battalion, which will then become the entire 52nd Regi-
ment, shall be formed into a corps of Light Infantry, retaining,
however, its present number and distinction of Oxfordshire Re-
giment of Foot, and in every respect its rank in the service.

““You will, therefore, be pleased immediately to select such
men from the 2nd battalion as you may judge best adapted for
the Light Infantry, and replace them from the 1st battalion by
men less calculated for such service.

I shall, hereafter, have the honour to communicate to you
his Majesty’s pleasure respecting the clothing, arms, and ac-
coutrements and other appointments of the 52nd Regiment.

“1 have, etc.,
‘ H. CALVERT, 4djt.-Gen.
« Major-Gen. Moore,
“ Col. 62nd Regiment.”
In consequence of the above communication, the men

who were considered unfit for Light Infantry were trans-
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ferred to the 2nd battalion, which was about to become
the 96th Regiment, and were replaced by an equal num-
ber of eligible soldiers from that battalion. Lieut.-
Colonel Henry Conran, being the senior officer present
with the Regiment, carried the above arrangement into
effect, and afforded every facility in selecting the men
for the 52nd Light Infantry.

All the. necessary arrangements having been com-
pleted, the final separation of the battalions took place
on the 23rd February, 1803, when the first division of
the 96th Regiment marched from Chatham to Gilling-
ham to embark, and proceeded to Ireland.

On the 18th of May the 52nd Light Infantry marched
from Chatham, and arrived at Canterbury on the 20th,
where the Regiment halted about a fortnight, and then
proceeded to Riding-street barracks.

The following regiments were formed into a brigade
under the command of Major-General Moore, and en-
camped at Shornecliffe on the 9th of July, 1803 :—

4th Foot,
52nd Light Infantry,
59th Foot,
70th Foot,
95th (Rifle) Regiment.

The most active drill being now about to commence,
Major-General Moore explained to the commanding
officers of regiments the system he wished them to
adopt. He permitted each commanding officer to fix
upon the most convenient hours for drill, but required
to be informed at what time the different corps were to
be on parade, and he seldom failed to attend, by which



64 HISTORICAL RECORD OF [1808.

means he became acquainted with the systems of the dif-
ferent regiments, and corrected any errors that existed.
The following officers composed the 52nd at the pe-

riod it was constituted Light Infantry :—

Lieut.-Colonel, John A. Vesey.

Lieut.-Colonel, Kenneth M‘Kenzie.

Major, John Stewart.

Major, William Henry Beckwith.

Captains.
William Wade. John Philip Hunt.
Sir William Burdett, Bart. Edward Gibbs.
John Ross. Henry Blackmore.
Charles M‘Carthy. Lord Frederick Bentinck.
Henry Ridewood. Charles Rowan.

Lieutenants.

William Mein. J. Haworth Peel.
William Jones (4djutant). George Thomas Napier.
William S. Madden. Joseph Dobbs.
Patrick Campbell. Jobn Graham Douglas.
Robert Campbell. George Clarke Macdonald.
James Henry Reynett. William P. Napier.
John* Rowan.

Ensigns.
William John Chetwynd. William Chalmers.
Henry Le Mesurier. Henry Wallis.

Charles Stanhope O’Meara. Adam Hunter.

Clement Poole.
Paymaster, Charles Rowan. Surgeon, David Slow.
Adjutant, William Jones. Assistant- [ A. Thomas Burrows.
Quarter-Master, Pierce Butler. Surgeons. | Scroop Hutchinson.

In consequence of Lieut.-Colonel Vesey being at this
time on the staff in America, Lieut.-Colonel M‘Kenzie

# This was an error for Robert Rowan.—Eb.



1803.] THE FIFTY-SECOND LIGHT INFANTRY. 65

had the command of the 52nd Light Infantry, and was
indefatigable in superintending the training of it on an
entirely new system. To give the soldier a free uncon-
strained attitude, and to march with the utmost ease
and steadiness, was the primary object.

The country about Shornecliffe was well adapted for
the subsequent part of the light infantry drill, and at
this period the threatened invasion was peculiarly fa-
vourable to the formation of a light corps, as every in-
dividual was kept in the same constant state of activity
and vigilance as if absolutely in presence of an enemy,
and the careful superintendence of Major-General Moore
infused a soul and spirit throughout all ranks, which
made them perform their various duties with a zeal and
alacrity seldom attained in other corps, and in what de-
gree the 52nd Light Infantry profited by those advan-
tages will be hereafter shown by a communication from
the Horse Guards, after his Royal Highness the Com-
mander-in-Chief had made a minute personal inspection
of the battalion in the month of August, 1804.

On the 21st of July, 1803, the light companies of the
4th and T9th regiments were attached to the 52nd, for
the purpose of being instructed in light infantry drill.

Notwithstanding the unremitting attention that was
paid to drill, every pains was taken to have the brigade
in the most efficient state to march against the enemy,
in the event of an invasion. The heavy baggage was
put into store at Gravesend, and the officers were only
permitted to retain in camp a small portmanteau each
and their beds. One bat-horse per company was pro-
vided for the transport of officers’ baggage, and tents

F
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were to be carried with the brigade in the proportion
of one for thirty men. The regiment was accustomed
to parade in light service order, and Major-General
Moore detailed very minutely what portion of necessa-
ries each soldier was to carry.

From the systematic arrangements which were adopted,
the brigade was expected to be formed in column (with
baggage packed, tents struck), and the whole ready to
move off in one hour after receiving the preparatory
order for march. At this- period the alarm post for the
troops for the county of Kent, was between Dover and
Romney Marsh.

On the 1st of August, 1803 his Royal Highness the
Commander-in-Chief reviewed the 52nd Light Infantry,
formed in brigade with the 4th, 59th, 70th, and 95th
regiments.

In consequence of a light infantry corps requiring
a greater proportion of officers and non-commissioned
officers than a battalion of the line, his Majesty was
pleased to order that an augmentation of one lieute-
nant, one serjeant, and one corporal per company
should be made to the establishment of the 52nd from
the 25th of October, 1803.

Towards the end of November the encampment broke
up, and the regiments went into winter cantonments.
On the 26th of this month the 52nd marched from the
camp to Hythe barracks, and during the time the Regi-
ment remained there it was not permitted to relax in
the slightest degree from its former alertness. Arrange-
ments were made to enable the battalion to assemble
at the shortest notice, either by day or night; and in
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order to accustom the soldiers to carry their knapsacks,
the Regiment marched a few miles into the country
twice a week.

1804.

The 4th and 52nd regiments encamped at Shorne-
cliffe on the 8th June, and the 43rd arrived on the 15th.

His Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief re-
viewed the brigade on Shornecliffe on the 23rd August,
and on the following day the 52nd Regiment ma-
nceuvred singly in the presence of his Royal Highness,
who was pleased to express his entire satisfaction of its
very high state of discipline, etc., and the following
communication was received from the Horse Guards a
short time afterwards :—

 Horse Guards, 29th August, 1804,

“ My DEAR GENERAL,

“T have the honour of your letter of the 25th ult., and am
commanded to communicate to you, that in consequence of the
superior state of the 52nd Regiment on the Commander-in-
Chief’s late personal inspection of it, his Royal Highness has
been pleased to recommend to the King that the promotion
should be more extensive in that corps than has been usually
granted, and his Royal Highness trusts that this distinguished
proof of his Majesty’s approbation will be a strong inducement
to the officers to persevere in the same course of industry,

zeal, and intelligence.
#T have, etc.,

“J. W. GorpoN.
“ Major-Gen. Moore,
“ Col. 62nd Regiment.”

. Upon the receipt of this gratifying communication
the following Regimental Orders were issued :—
F2
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* Sandgate, August 31st, 1804.
“ REGIMENTAL ORDERS.

““ Major-General Moore directs the above letter may be in-
serted in the orderly book of the Regiment as an honourable
record at once of the superior discipline of the corps, of his
Royal Highness’s approbation, and of the reward which follows.

“The promotion given to the Regiment on this occasion ex-
ceeds perhaps whatever at any one period has been accorded to
a regiment.

“The officers owe it to their own good conduct, and to the
attention they have paid to their duty, but above all to the zeal
with which they have followed the instructions of Lieut.-Colonel

Mackenzie, to whose talents and to whose example* the Regiment

is indebted for its discipline and the character it has so justly
acquired.
“ (Signed) JouN Moore, Colonel.”

A short time previously to this period it was inti-
mated to Major-General Moore, that a second battalion
would be added to the 52nd Light Infantry, and the
following is a copy of the official notification on the
~ subject:—

* The Royal Military Calendar of 1820 states :—* Lieut.-Colonel Mac-
kenzie commenced with the 52nd a plan of movement and exercise in
which Sir John Moore at first acquiesced with reluctance, the style of
drill, march, and platoon exercise being entirely new ; but when he saw
the effect of the whole in a more advanced stage he was not only highly
pleased, but became its warmest supporter. The other light corps were
ordered to be formed on the same plan, and the 43rd and 95th regiments
were moved to Shornecliffe camp to be with the 52nd.

« Letters from Sir John Moore are now extant which corroborate the as-
sertion that the improved system of marching, platoon-exercise, and drill,
were entirely Lieut.-Colonel (afterwards Major-General) Mackenzie’s.”

Lieut.-Colonel Mackenzie soon afterwards was severely injured by a
fall from his horse, which incapacitated him for duty for a long period.—Eb.
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“ Horse Guards, 8tk August, 1804.

“Sir,

“I have the honour to apprise you that his Majesty has
been pleased to direct that a second battalion of the regiment
under your command shall be forthwith formed from the men
to be raised under the authority of the late Act of Parliament,
styled the Defence Act, from the counties of Hertford, Oxford,
and Berks. ‘

“I am directed by the Commander-in-Chief to make this
communication to you, and at the same time to signify to you
his Royal Highness’s commands that you will be pleased to
afford the most ready compliance with any requisition you may
receive from the Inspector-Gemeral of the recruiting service,
under whose immediate superintendence this new levy is placed,
for the assistance of any proportion of officers and non-commis-
sioned officers from the first battalion 52nd Regiment which he
may judge necessary for the purpose of receiving and taking
charge of the men appointed to the second battalion, and gene-
rally for carrying into immediate effect this very important service.

“T have, etc., :
“W. WinbHaM, D. 4. General.
« Major-Gen.- Moore,
“ Commanding 52nd Light Infantry.”

In compliance with the above order, Captains Patrick
Campbell, Robert Campbell, Joseph Dobbs, William
John Chetwynd, and William Mein, were sent to recruit,
and the 2nd battalion was embodied at Newbury, in
Berkshire.

The 4th, 43rd, and 95th regiments marched from
Shornecliffe camp to Hythe barracks on the 2nd No-
vember, but the 52nd Light Infantry remained in tents
until the 20th, when the regiment occupied the barracks
at Shornecliffe, and the same system of discipline was
carried on as in the preceding winter.
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1805.

Major-General Moore ever had the most paternal re-
gard for his regiment, which did not fail to produce a
reciprocal feeling of esteem on the part of both officers
and men ; and in the year 1805, when Sir John Moore
was created a Knight of the Bath, the officers availed
themselves of this favourable opportunity to testify their
gratitude and respect, by presenting him with a diamond
star (value 350 guineas). The following is a copy of
the correspondence which took place on the occasion :—

:  Sandgate, 8th April, 1805.
“MY DEAR STEWART,

“ Notwithstanding what passed yesterday, I cannot help
in this manner again, requesting that you will express my best
thanks to the officers of the Regiment, for the present they have
made me, and that you will assure them, as I feel towards them
the most cordial attachment and the warmest interest in their
welfare and honour, so nothing can be more grateful to me
than any mark which leads me to hope that I possess their
friendship and good opinion.

“] accept the star as a token of their regard, and shall wear
it with pleasure for their sakes, and in remembrance of a corps
of officers already distingunished by their conduct, the knowledge
of their duty, and by the manuner they discharge it, and who
will, I am persuaded, distinguish themselves still more when the
opportunity offers, by proving to the enemies of their country
that, when discipline is added to the natural bravery of British
soldiers, no troops on earth can resist them.

“ Ever, my dear Stewart,
“ Faithfully and sincerely yours,

“ Joun MooRE.
«¢ Lieut.-Colonel Stewart,

 Commanding 52nd Regiment.”
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« Shornecliffe, 9th April, 1805.
“ DEar SiIn,

“T am directed by the officers of the Regiment to say, that
the very flattering manner in which you have accepted their ac-
knowledgment of regard and gratitude leaves them nothing to
desire but an opportunity to realize the favourable hopes you
have formed of their conduct in the field. In this wish I most
cordially acquiesce, and have only to regret that the indisposition
of an officer, to whom we all look up with confidence and esteem,
should in these times have deprived us of the benefit of his ex-
perience, and himself the happiness of making known to you the
feelings I have endeavoured to express.

“T am, my dear Sir,
““ ete. ete. ete.,
“JoHN STEWART,
“ Major-General “ Lieut.-Col. commanding 52nd.
¢ Sir Jokn Moore, K.G.”

On the 10th of June the 43rd and 1st battalion 52nd
Light Infantry encamped at Shornecliffe; the 2nd bat-
talion occupied a part of Hythe barracks, and by the un-
remitting attention which Major Robert Barclay paid to
its drill and formation, it was on the 15th of August
placed on the same footing as the 1st battalion, in re-
gard to the several allowances and equipments to be
issued to regiments fit for service.

His Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief re-
viewed the 43rd and 1st battalion 52nd Light Infantry
at Shornecliffe, on the 26th of August, and those regi-
ments received orders, on the 4th of September fol-
lowing, to hold themselves in readiness for immediate
embarkation ; in the course of a few days, however, the
intention of sending them abroad was given up, and
they remained in camp until the 26th of October, when
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the 1st battalion 52nd Light Infantry marched to Hythe,
and the 43rd moved into Shornecliffe barracks.

On the 24th of December, the establishment of bat-
horses was reduced to two in each regiment, viz. one
for the surgeon’s medicine chest, and one for entrench-
ing tools: the extra bét-horses of the 52nd were con-
ducted to Maidstone by Lieutenant Francis Glass, of the
43rd, and given over there for the inspection of officers
of the waggon train, to select such as were fit for that
service, the remainder to be sold by auction.

1806.

The arms which were first issued to the 52nd Light
Infantry were constructed on a peculiar plan ; but expe-
rience proved them to be defective, and in consequence,
in February, 1806, the Regiment received a new set of
arms, made on an improved plan.*

On the 10th of March, 1806, Lieut.-Colonel John
Stewart established a fund for the relief of the sick and
distressed soldiers’ wives and children belonging to the
Regiment. A saving having been made on the allow-
ance granted for marking the new arms, it was appro-
priated to the foundation of this fund, and the following
regulations were established to carry out this desirable
object :—

No. 1. All officers, non-subscribers to the band, are re-
quested to contribute a small monthly donation, 2s. 6d.

No. 2. All soldiers shall in future (as a condition to

* No clear account of these arms is procurable from the Ordnance
Office ; but the ““ new set of Arms " in 1806 appears to have been the * light
infantry musket,” which was of better workmanship and with better sights
than the common pattern for regiments of the line, but only a brown Bess
after all.—Ebp.
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obtain leave to work) subscribe one shilling weekly in
times of ordinary occupation; but during harvest week,
such additional sum shall be paid as may be deemed
reasonable.

The care and distribution of this fund was given to
the medical officers of the Regiment, subject to the con-
trol of the commanding officer for the time being.

During the month of June, 1806, ophthalmia increased
in the Regiment to an alarming extent; frequent ab-
lutions with cold water were resorted to as a preventive,
and every pains were taken to prevent the infection
spreading ; change of air was also suggested as likely
to be beneficial to the men’s health, and in consequence
the battalion marched to Brabourne-Lees on the 23rd
of June. The Inspector-General of hospitals (Doctor
Hussey) was sent there to investigate the disease, and
after the most careful investigation, finding that a
strong propensity to ophthalmia prevailed throughout
the Regiment, upon his recommendation the consump-
tion of animal food was diminished one-third, and flour
was substituted in its place.

On the 29th of May, Lieut.-Colonel Stewart was ap-
pointed to the command of the 9th Regiment of Foot,
and on this occasion the officers of the Regiment gave a
sincere proof of their regard and esteem, by presenting
him with a sword, value 150 guineas.

Major Robert Barclay succeeded to the 2nd Lieut.-
Colonelcy of the Regiment (vacated by Lieut.-Colonel
Stewart’s appointment), and the command of the 1st
battalion devolved upon him in consequence of Lieut.-
Colonel Kenneth Mackenzie’s bad state of health.
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On the 11th of July, the Regiment received orders to
be in readiness for immediate embarkation, in order to
compose part of an expeditionary force about to be as-
sembled near Plymouth; and in consequence all the
ophthalmia cases and unserviceable men were trans-
ferred to the 2nd battalion, and were replaced by a
draft from that battalion of three serjeants, one bugler,
and eighty-three rank and file.

The first battalion embarked at Ramsgate on the 1st
of August, and proceeded to Plymouth, where it dis-
embarked on the 2nd of September, and encamped on
Bickleigh Downs the same day.

The troops assembled there for foreign sérvice, con-
sisted of three battalions of the Royal Foot Guards,
forming a brigade under the command of Major-General
Henry Wynyard, who were encamped on Buckland
Downs; the 52nd Light Infantry, with eight companies
of the 95th Rifle Regiment, composed the 1st brigade
of the line, commanded by Major-General the Hon.
Edward Paget; and the 62nd Regiment constituted the
2nd brigade of the Line,—the command of which was
given to Major-General Brent Spencer.

Captain John Philip Hunt, 52nd Light Infantry, was
appointed Brigade-Major to Major-General Paget’s bri-
gade, and Captain Robert Rowan was ordered from the
2nd battalion to command Captain Hunt’s company.

Lieutenant Henry Wallis, who was at this period
Adjutant to the 2nd battalion, having become one of
the Senior Lieutenants of the Regiment, resigned the
Adjutancy, and proceeded to Sicily with his own batta-
lion.
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Lieutenant Abraham Shaw, who had been previously
Serjeant-Major to the 52nd Light Infantry, and pro-
moted into the 43rd, was appointed to the Adjutancy,
vacated by Lieutenant Wallis.

On the 13th of September the camps of Bickleigh
and Buckland Downs broke up, and the troops re-em-
barked at Plymouth. The General Orders of the 14th
notified that the following regiments were to proceed
to the Mediterranean :—

Brigade of Guards, three battalions; 52nd Light In-
fantry, one battalion; 62nd Regiment, one battalion.

These regiments sailed about the 25th of September,
and arrived in Sicily on the 7th of December; the
Guards and 62nd landed at Messina, and the 52nd went
round to Melazzo,—landed there on the 8th, and joined
the reserve of the army which was encamped and hutted
near the town. The Honourable Major-General Paget
was appointed to the command of the reserve, which
consisted of the 20th Light Dragoons, a battalion of
grenadier-companies, together with the 20th and 52nd
regiments.

The rainy season having set in, it was deemed "advi-
sable to place the reserve in cantonments; and on the
14th of December the camp broke up, when the 52nd
moved into the town, and was afterwards cantoned for
the winter on the promontory of Melazzo.

An order from the Horse Guards, dated 23rd July,
1806, directed that a company of Sicilians, consisting of
100 rank and file, should be raised and attached to each
of the following regiments then serving in, or under
orders for, the Mediterranean: namely the 20th, 21st,
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27th, 31st, 35th, 40th, 52nd, 58th, 60th, 62nd, and 78th.

The men composing these companies were enlisted for

seven years, and for general service,—the levy money
- being seven guineas.

These companies were paid and clothed as other
companies of the regiments, and were officered from
the 2nd battalion of the regiments to which they were
attached. Lieutenant William Chalmers * raised this
company for the 52nd; and on the 24th of June the
recruits enlisted, having exceeded twenty rank and file,
were, agreeably to the General Order on that head,
formed into a company under the command of Lieu-
tenant William Chalmers, as being then the senior lieu-
tenant of the Regiment.

1807.

About the 25th of March, 1807, Lieutenant-Colonel
Barclay established a regimental school for the instruc-
tion of the non-commissioned officers and privates.
Thomas Kain and John Whitehead were appointed
joint teachers, under the superintendence of the ser-
jeant-major; and the following weekly rates were
charged to those who attended the school, for the pur-
pose of purchasing books, paper, pens, and ink, and for
rewarding the teachers according to their assiduity and
merit :—

Serjeants . . . 10d. per week.
Corporals and drummers  8d.
Privates . . . 6d.

On the 30th of April, 1807, the above were reduced

* The present Lieut.-General Sir William Chalmers, K.C.H. and C.B.
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to 1s. 8d. per month for serjeants, 1s. for corporals, and
10d. for privates, but these sums did not include paper.

The care of the above fund was given to the Ad-
jutant.

The second battalion of the 52nd did not long remain
on home service, having been selected to proceed to
Copenhagen. The British Government having received
information that Napoleon intended to employ the navy
of Denmark against Great Britain, an armament was
prepared for obtaining possession of the Danish fleet by
force, in the event of negotiations failing, with the
assurance that the fleet should be restored at the con-
clusion of the war with France.

The second battalion of the 52nd Light Infantry
was ordered to form part of this armament, and on the
24th of July, 1807, the battalion embarked at Deal,
under the command of Major the Honourable Hugh
Arbuthnot, and joined the expedition then assembling
under the orders of Lieut.-General Lord Cathcart, for

~ the purpose of enforcing the negotiation by which pos-

session of the Danish fleet was to be obtained.

The force employed in this expedition consisted of
nearly 20,000 men and forty ships of war, the latter
under the command of Admiral Gambier.

The expedition sailed on the 1st of August, and
anchored on the 8th in the Sound near Elsineur. On
the following day Lieut.-General Harry Burrard di-
rected the army assembling in the Sound to be formed
in brigades and divisions, and that the 43rd, 52nd, 92nd,
and 95th (Rifle) Regiments should compose the reserve
under Major-General Sir Arthur Wellesley, until the
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arrival of Lieut.-General Lord Cathcart, who arrived on
the 12th of August, and assumed the command of the
troops.

The fleet sailed towards Copenhagen on the 14th of
August, and on the 16th the troops landed on the
island of Zealand, about eight miles north of Copen-
hagen; the 43rd Regiment, 2nd battalion 52nd, and
92nd Regiments formed a brigade of reserve under the
command of Major-General Sir Arthur Wellesley. This
brigade attacked and defeated the Danish troops near
Kioge on the 26th, and subsequently assisted at the
bombardment of the capital. The batteries opened on
the 2nd of September, and Copenhagen surrendered on
the 7Tth. Sixteen ships of the line, fifteen frigates, six
brigs, and twenty-five gunboats, besides vessels on the
stocks, and ample stores in the arsenal, were given up
to the British.

Sir Arthur Wellesley stated in his despatch to Lord
Cathcart that «it fell to the lot of the 92nd to lead the
attack, and they performed their part in a most exem-
plary manner, and were equally well supported by the
2nd battalion 52nd and 43rd Regiments.

“The loss of the enemy has been very great, many
have fallen, and there are near 60 officers and 1,500
men prisoners. . . . I believe we have taken ten pieces
of cannon.”

As soon as the naval stores were embarked, and the
Danish ships ready for sea, the army returned to
England, and in the month of November the 2nd bat-
talion 52nd landed at Deal, and occupied a part of the:
barracks at that place.
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Nothing occurred in Sicily to render conspicuous the
superiority which a very highly disciplined corps must
always evince when opposed to an enemy in the field;
but it is creditable to the Regiment to record that,
during the time it remained in Sicily, there was not a
soldier of the 52nd guilty of any of those atrocious
crimes which were then so frequent in that army.

The General Orders of the 13th of October, 1807, di-
rected that Captain D’Arcy’s and Captain Williamson’s
companies of Artillery, the brigade of Guards, the 20th,
92nd, 61st, and De Watteville’s regiments were to hold
themselves in readiness for embarkation. These troops
embarked on the 18th of October,—the 52nd at Melazzo,
the others at Messina. The fleet sailed on the 25th of
October, and arrived at Gibraltar on the 6th of Decem-
ber; and Sir John Moore having proceeded on to Lisbon
and found that Portugal was already in possession of the
French; the fleet having taken in a fresh supply of
water, sailed from Gibraltar on the 15th of the same
month, and arrived at Portsmouth on the 31st.

The battalion landed there on the 7th and 8th of
January, 1808, and proceeded on its march in three
divisions, to Canterbury; the first division arrived there
on the 16th; the two others in succession on the 18th
and 19th of that month.

The garrison was composed of the 3rd and 4th Dra-
goons, detachments of the Royal Artillery and Waggon
Train, 1st battalion of the 52nd Light Infantry, and 2nd
battalion 78th Regiment.
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1808.

In January, 1808, the 2nd battalion marched from
Deal to Ospringe, and in the month of March following
it was quartered at Ramsgate.

In consequence of Lieutenant William Chalmers being
promoted to a company in the 2nd battalion (vice Ro-
bert Rowan,* who retired), Captain Augustus Merry was
appointed to the command of the Sicilian company on
the 21st January, 1808.

It was proposed to form the Sicilian companies of
those regiments which had lately returned from the
Mediterranean into a distinct corps, to be called the
Sicilian Volunteers; the Sicilians attached to the
52nd (with the exception of fourteen men) availed
themselves of this opportunity of forming a native -
corps, and proceeded, in February, to the Isle of
Wight, under the command of Lieutenant Thomas
Trayton Fuller.t The fourteen Sicilians who did not
extend their services, were distributed equally among
the companies of the Regiment until the expiration of
their period of service.

On the 19th of April, 1808, the 1st battalion of the
52nd Light Infantry received orders to be in readiness
for immediate embarkation, and in consequence, 9 ser-
jeants, 5 buglers, and 234 rank and file were transferred
to the 2nd battalion, and were replaced by 9 serjeants,
6 buglers, and 206 rank and file, who were selected
from that battalion.

The 1st battalion of the 52nd Light Infantry (about

* Erroneously entered in the Army List as “ John Rowan.”—Ep.
+ The present Sir T. T. Fuller Drake, Bart., of Nutwell Court, Devon.
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1000 strong), commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Robert Bar-
clay, embarked at Ramsgate on the 30th of April, 1808,
and composed a part of the army under the command
of Lieut.-General Sir John Moore, designed to defend
Sweden against the combined attack of Russia, France,
and Denmark. This army reached the roadstead of
Gottenburg on the 17th of the month following, and
the fleet anchored about nine miles below the town.
Captain John Dobbs, then an ensign in the 52nd,
writes :—“ I take this period to show the disadvantages
officers of the army then laboured under as compared
with the present times. We had no marching-money,
no allowance, no sea-stock provided, and having to lay
in our own, we were obliged to provide for the longest
period that the voyage was likely to last, amid the un-
certainty of sailing vessels. That voyage, which would
now be performed in a day, used then, not unfrequently,
to occupy weeks. The vessel I embarked in was called
the ¢ Three Brothers,—an old merchantman of about
200 tons. Captains James Reynett’s* and Joseph Dobbs’s
companies, two hundred strong, with seven officers, were
the occupants of this vessel. The cabin had two berths
on each side, one over the other; and these were, of
course, chosen by the four senior officers, while the
three juniors slept in cots slung to the beams, only a
few inches apart. We remained in this vessel during
the expedition to Sweden, and back again, and until we
landed on the coast of Portugal on the 25th of August,
1808—four months in all. The ¢ Three Brothers’ pro-
ceeded to the Tagus after landing us, and then took in

% The present Lieut.-General Sir James H. Reynett, K.C.H.
G
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a shipful of French troops, to be conveyed home under
the stipulations of the Convention of Cintra, but she
foundered at sea shortly after sailing from Lisbon.”

The troops remained on board the transports in the
roadstead of Gottenburg while the Commander-in-Chief
proceeded to Stockholm, to confer with the King of
Sweden on the best manner of employing the British
force ; but the chimerical views of this monarch de-
feated the object of the expedition, and Sir John Moore,
with some difficulty, rejoined the army on the 27th or
28th of June. Preparations were immediately made for
the departure of the army, and on Saturday, the 3rd of
July, the fleet was under weigh for England.

During the time the troops remained in the road-
stead of Gottenburg, every precaution was taken to
preserve the health of the men; the regiments landed
in daily rotation, on a small island, a short distance
from the fleet, to allow the men an opportunity of
bathing and taking exercise. The troops, armed and
accoutred, were also occasionally assembled in the flat
boats which accompanied the fleet, and were practised
in embarking, disembarking, forming lines of boats, and
in fact all the evolutions requisite in making a descent
on an enemy’s coast.

On the 21st of July the fleet anchored at Spithead
for the purpose of victualling, etc., and the transports
dropped down to St. Helen’s, as each was completed.
Lieut.-General Sir Harry Burrard arrived at Ports-
mouth on the 28th, and assumed the command of this
army, and Sir John Moore became second in command.
No other change took place among the general officers.



1808.] THE FIFTY-SECOND LIGHT INFANTRY. 83

A new field now offered fresh opportunities of dis-
tinction, and the 1st battalion of the 52nd was selected
to proceed to Portugal, in which country and in Spain
the regiment gained those triumphs that ultimately
led to the word “ Peninsula” being inscribed on its
colours. Napoleon, having seized the greater part of
Spain, placed his brother Joseph on the throne of that
country. Europe was surprised and Spain indignant at
this usurpation. The royal family of Portugal had fled,
and had taken refuge in Brazil, and Spain being be-
trayed by her chief minister, and her king a captive in
France, the people of each country rose in arms to re-
cover their national independence. The British Go-
vernment resolved to aid the Spanish and Portuguese
patriots, and troops were accordingly ordered to the
Peninsula.

On the 31st of July the fleet sailed for Lisbon, and
anchored in Mondego Bay on the 21st of August, but
in consequence of the high surf usual in this bay, the
debarkation of the troops could not be effected before
the 26th of that month.

The 1st battalion of the regiment landed near Peniche
in light service order; each man had sixty rounds of
ammunition and three days’ provisions. Officers carried
their cloaks, with a change of linen rolled up inside ;
four women per company were permitted to accompany
the battalion, all the others, and the heavy baggage,
being assembled on broad of the head-quarters ship to
wait a fit opportunity to land.

Captain John Dobbs says, “ We landed near Vimiero
in a heavy surf, with only the clothes we wore, a

G 2
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blanket, and a few days’ provisions in our haversacks;
we had no change of clothes till -we arrived in Lisbon,
for our baggage had gone on thither by sea: we used
to wash our shirts in the nearest stream and sit by,
watching till they were dry; but the men had great joy,
for they were relieved from their hair-tying, which was
an operation grievous to be borne.”

The 2nd battalion had previously gone upon active
service to the same quarter. Embarking at Ramsgate
on the 16th day of July, 1808, under the command of
Lieut.-Colonel John Ross, it landed in Portugal on the
19th of August, and formed a part of Brigadier-General
Robert Anstruther’s brigade in the battle of Vimiero on
the 21st of August, 1808.

The battle of Vimiero was incurred under circum-
stances which are necessary to be understood both for
the sake of the commanders and of the troops engaged.
The army under Sir Arthur Wellesley was in movement
along the coast road which gave access to the reinforce-
ments daily expected by sea, and which also was the
shortest route to Lisbon. On the evening of the 19th of
August, Anstruther’s brigade landed, and on the night
of the 20th, Acland’s brigade also landed, and both these
brigades joined at Vimiero, where the army was posted
in a position suited rather for convenience of bivouac
than for fighting, being checked in its intended advance
by counter-orders of Sir Harry Burrard, who had arrived
on the coast, but did not land till after the attack had
commenced. On the night of the 20th, information was
received that General Junot, with the French army, was
approaching, and about nine o’clock on the morning

e ——— | e -
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of the 21st the English pickets began to be driven in.
The brigades of Fane and Anstruther, in the latter of
which was the second battalion of the 52nd Light In-
fantry and also the 43rd Light Infantry, formed the
centre of the army, but were posted somewhat in advance
of the wings, and in front of the village of Vimiero.
The advance of the French army was made in two bodies,
one of which was directed rapidly through the woods
and broken ground upon Vimiero, while the other, mak-
ing a detour to gain the left of the British and attack
by the Lourinha road, was far too late to combine its
attack with that made on the British centre.

The French column which attacked the two brigades
posted at Vimiero deployed within half a mile of the
position, and drove in the skirmishers of the 60th and
of the 2nd battalion of the 95th Rifles, whose retreat
was covered by the right company of the 95th and by
three companies of the 52nd, viz. those of Captain Lord
Arbuthnott, Captain Chetwynd, and Captain Davies,
under the command of Major Henry Ridewood of the
52nd.

These companies succeeded perfectly in covering the
retreat of the skirmishers, but suffered a greater loss
than any other part of the battalion. The enemy, how-
ever, continued to advance until the 97th charged in
front, while the 52nd (2nd battalion), supporting them
on the right, overlapped the left flank of the French,
and broke and pursued them to the skirts of the near-
est wood, where pickets were posted, and the regiments
again returned to their position, the superiority of the
enemy’s cavalry preventing further advance.

In the meantime Fane’s brigade, reinforced by the
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43rd, whom Anstruther had sent for its support, re-
pulsed with great gallantry the French attack on the
British left of the centre, and captured their guns.
Thus half of Junot’s army was beaten before the other
half had well come into action. .

The peculiar part taken by the 52nd in this action
seems to have been not only to make a most effective
charge on the French left flank, but also to retain such
position and discipline after that charge as covered the
retreat of other more adventurous corps of the British,
who were in peril of being cut off by advancing too far.
The late Colonel (then Captain) Landmann, R.E., in his
¢ Recollections of Military Life,” states that he was sent
by General Anstruther to bring back some of the regi-
ments which had charged and advanced in pursuit of the
French to a very imprudent distance in advance of the
line. One of these regiments had gone half a mile to
the front, and was then in a wood, much broken as to
its line, and almost intermixed with the enemy. At this
moment, says Colonel Landmann, the 52nd was in line
midway between the original position and the too eager
pursuers, “so placed as to occupy the ground and pre-
vent the enemy’s light infantry from cutting off the re-
treat of the regiment which I had just before succeeded
in halting.” .

In this action the 52nd had five rank and file killed ;
Captain John F. Ewart and Lieut. John Bell wounded
severely ; two serjeants, one bugler, and thirty-one rank
and file wounded.

Sir A. Wellesley stated in his official despatch, that—
“On the right of the position they were repulsed by
the bayonets of the 97th Regiment, which corps was
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successfully supported by the 2nd battalion 52nd Regi-
ment, which by an advance in column took the enemy
in flank.” “The valour and discipline of his Majesty’s
troops has been conspicuous upon this occasion, but it
is a justice to the following corps to draw your notice
to them in a particular manner.” The 2nd battalion
52nd Regiment, commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Ross,
was one of the corps thus specially named in the de-
spatch.

The thanks of both Houses of Parliament were con-
ferred on the troops, and the 52nd subsequently received
the Royal authority to bear the word “ Vimiero” on the
regimental colour and appointments, in commemoration
of this victory.

On the 29th of August, the reserve of the Gottenburg
army, consisting of the following regiments, viz.—1st
Battalion 52nd Light Infantry, 3 Companies 95th Rifle
Regiment, 1st Battalion German Light Infantry, 2nd
Battalion German Light Infantry,—under the command
of Major-General the Hon. Edward Paget, was ordered
to take the outpost duty of the army, which was then
encamped near to Torres Vedras, the magazines and
stores being already established at Passo Darco.

On the 9th September, the baggage of the reserve was
landed, and put into the army stores at Passo Darco.

On the 31st August, at eight o’clock A.M., the reserve
commenced its march upon Cintra, and on the 2nd Sep-
tember took up its encampment in front of that place.

The army again made a forward movement on the
5th, and the head-quarters were established at Oeiras on
the same day ;—the following distribution of the army
then appeared in General Orders:—



88 HISTORICAL RECORD OF [1808.

Advance Corps.
2nd Battalion 9th Regiment. Brigadier-Gen.] Major-Gen.
1st Battalion 520d Regiment. Robert the Hon.
1st Battalion 95th 5 Companies. | Anstruther. | E. Paget.

1st Light Battalion King’s German Legion. lonel AL
2nd Light Battalion King’s German Legion. Colonel Alten.

On the 11th September, six companies of the 20th
Regiment passed the Tagus at Aldea Galega, and pro-
ceeded to Elvas to take possession of Fort La Lippe,
which the French garrison was about to evacuate, con-
formably to the Treaty of Cintra.

The advanced corps moved to the heights above Belem
on the same day, and encamped there.

On the 25th September, the advanced corps of the
army received orders to cross the Tagus in the following
order, and to march into cantonments in Alemtejo ;—

The 95th Regiment........... .. on the 26th Sept. 1808.
1st Battalion of Col. Alten’s Brigade. . .. 26th »
52nd Regiment ..................... 27th »

2nd Battalion of Col. Alten’s Brigade. . .. 28th »

Six baggage-carts were allowed to each of these bat-
talions during this march, as the officers had not sufficient
opportunity to provide themselves with baggage animals.

The French garrison of Elvas and Fort La Lippe
passed through Monte Mor o Novo on the 30th of Sep-
tember, just as the 1st battalion of the 52nd arrived
there on its march to Estremoz.

Next morning the following detachments marched
back with them as a safeguard to Aldea Galega:—

Major the Hon. Hugh Arbuthnot.
Captain James Henry Reynett.
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Captain William Mein.

Lieutenant James Frederick Love.*
»» George Young.
s William Fisher.
R John Wallis, and

One hundred Rank and File.

The 1st battalion arrived at Estremoz on the 5th
October, and two convents were given up as barracks
for the men.

- The advanced corps of the army now occupied the
towns of Evora Arroyales, Monte Mor o Novo, and Es-
tremoz ; the last was the head-quarters of this division.

Portugal having been freed from the presence of hos-
tile troops by the Convention of Cintra, Lieut.-General
Sir John Moore was appointed to take command of
the army which was now designed for separate service
in Spain.

The following distribution of this army appeared in
General Orders:—

8th October, 1808.
18th Light Dragoons .. }Brigadier Gen. Hon.

3rd Light Drag., K.G.L./ Charles Stewart.
4th Regiment ........

8th +evrerer oo Msjor-General |

42nd ....ooennnn.. ..{ Lord William | Lieut.-General
& Co™ 60th, 5th Batte,.|  Dentinck. ﬁlex:nd‘{'
O9th...........cvent . Major-General Fac enze
43rd, 2nd Battalion....} William Carr :
52nd, 2nd Battalion. . .. Beresford. '

# Now Lieut.-General Sir James Frederick Love, K.C.B., X.H., In-
spector-General of Infantry.
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36th Regiment ........

Tist ...l Brigadier-General | _

D D Catlin Craufurd, | Lieut.-General

5 Co”™ 60th, 5th Batto. . ; hH°I';'

20d .......oi0ele.. Brigadier-General ohn Liope.

6th.................. } W.P. Acland.

5th oooooooooooooooo M aj or- Gen eml

32nd ................ ROWland Hi].l.

Olst ....coovvevnnnns

38th ................ Brigadier-General

79th ................ Hen.ry Fane- J

4 Co™ 95th, 2nd Batt®. .

20th ................ — )

52nd, 1st Battalion .. .. Bm‘;g:; eral Major-General

5 Co™ 95th, 1st Batt2..) er. Hon.

1st D. Batt®, K.G.L. .. } Colonel Charles | Edward Paget.
Baron Alten.

2nd D. Batt®, K.G.L. ..

The men’s priming-flasks were given into store at
Estremoz on the 18th of October, and on the 24th of
the same month the heavy baggage of the regiment
proceeded to Lisbon under the charge and direction of
Lieutenant M‘Nair, who delivered it into the army stores
at Belem, and a serjeant and three non-effective men
were left there in charge of it. The women of the re-
giment took advantage of the protection afforded to
them by this escort to Lisbon, and remained there until
an opportunity offered for their return to England.

To co-operate with this army under Sir John Moore,
a force was despatched from England under Lieut.-
General Sir David Baird, who was directed to land at
Corunna for that purpose.

On the 25th of October a General Order was issued
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for the march of the advanced corps into Spain in the
following order of succession.

95th, 52nd, and 20th Regiments.

1st Battalion King’s German Legion.

2nd Battalion King’s German Legion.

The head-quarters of the army marched from Lisbon
on the 26th of October, and on the 30th of the same
month the advanced corps began to move in the succes-
sive order of regiments. The 1st battalion 52nd marched
on the 1st November from Estremoz to Monforte, and
-continued its march without intermission by the route
of Arronches, Albuquerque, Aliseda, Brozas, Alcantara,
Zarza Major, Moraleja, Perales, Pefiaparda, Fuente
Guinaldo, and arrived at Ciudad Rodrigo on the 16th
November, and again resumed its march upon Salamanca
on the 18th, and arrived there on the 21st.

The 2nd battalions of the 52nd and 43rd Regiments,
together with the 1st battalion of the 9th, under the
command of Major-General Beresford, composed the 2nd
brigade of Lieut.-General Frazer’s division, and marched
on Salamanca by the route of Coimbra and Almeida.

On Dec. 1 the army under the immediate command
of Sir John Moore was formed in brigades as follows:—

Cavalry.
18th Light Dragoons .. . e
8rd Light Drags, K.G.L.} Brigadier-General Hon. C. Stewart.
Infantry, 1st Division.
i 1 J
4th Regimen Major-Gen. Lord | Lieut.-General
42nd..... .. ] .
‘Wm. Bentinck. - Alexander
50th ................ .
. Mackenzie
38th ........o0nvennn } Brigadier-General Frazer.
79th ................ Henry Fane.
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Infantry, 2nd Division.
2nd Regiment ........ 3
Bth . eevenerinnnn.n. Major-General
820d.......in...n .. Rowland Hill. | Lient.-General
86th ................ the Hon.
TIBE voneeennnnnnn.. Colonel John Hope.
02nd ..., Catlin Craufurd. |
20th ................ Bﬁgadier_General \
B2nd ................ R. Anstruther.
28th Major-General
olst . ... Brigadier-General | Hon. E. Paget.
lst, 95th ............ Moore Disney.
Flank Brigades
1st Brigade
9th Regiment ........
mmR? ............. _ Major-General
2nd, 52nd............ William Carr Beresford.
2nd Brigade.
1st Battalion, K.G.L. .. ...
2nd Battalion, K.G.L. . } Brigadier-General Alten.
Brigade of the Line.
Unattached Corps.

& Companies 5th Battalion 60th Regiment, to report to Lieu-
tenant-General Frazer.

.4 Companies 2nd Battalion 95th Regiment, to report to Major-
General Beresford.

The five brigades of artillery, the two regiments of
cavalry, and four of infantry, which marched on Madrid
under the command of Lieut.-General Hope, had ar-
rived close to Salamanca on the 6th of December, and
on the 11th the reserve and Major-General Beresford’s
brigade made a forward movement by Toro, Villalpando,
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and Benavente, and arrived at Grahal del Campo on
the 21st.

Lieut.-General Sir David Baird’s corps formed a junc-
tion with Sir John Moore at Mayorga on the 20th of
December.

On the 23rd the British army, consisting of 25,000
men, was collected between Sahagun, Grahal del Campo,
and Vallada, and all the arrangements were completed
for attacking Soult’s corps, amounting to 18,000 men,
very strongly posted behind the river Carrion.

The different general officers had received their in-
structions, and about half-past five o’clock in the even-
ing of the 23rd of December, the reserve commenced
its march from Grahal del Campo -upon the town of
Carrion, where the enemy had a strong post of about
5,000 men.

It was expected that this post would be carried early
next morning, and that the troops would be able to
continue their. march the same night upon Saldana,
where the principal part of Marshal Soult’s force was
already concentrated. :

The snow was very deep upon the roads, which im-
peded the march of the artillery so much that the re-
serve had made but little progress at midnight, when
Captain George Thomas Napier, of the 52nd, arrived
from Sahagun with an order for the reserve to return
to its former station.
~ The column immediately counter-marched, and the
regiments were in the occupation of their former quar-
ters at daylight in the morning.

This sudden change was occasioned by the arrival of
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a courier at Sahagun with intelligence that Bonaparte
was in full march on Benavente with the whole of the
disposable force he could collect at Madrid. Fortu
nately this information was received by Sir John Moore
at Sahagun two hours previously to the time appointed
for the march of the troops from that place. On the
24th those divisions commenced their retreat on As-
torga; the reserve followed on the 25th, and arrived at
Mayorga late that night.

The 1st battalion of the 52nd Regiment was quar-
tered in a convent in the town; it rained so heavily
that the men could not cook out-of-doors, and they in-
cautiously lighted fires for that purpose in the gallery
of the building; at about ten o’clock next morning,
when the regiment was falling in to march to Valderas,
it was discovered that the hot tiles had set fire to the
joists of the floor, but by the exertions of the soldiers
the fire was soon extinguished with very little injury to
the convent.

On the 26th the regiment marched from Valderas to
Castro Gonzalo, and early next morning passed the Esla
and went into quarters in the town of Benavente.

At Castro Gonzalo the French cavalry had closed
upon the reserve, and there being a very thick fog at
the time, it was deemed necessary in that open country
for the regiments to march in column of companies at
quarter distance, with flank parties of skirmishers a little
distance from the columns; however, no attack was
made upon the division during this march, but in the
evening a few French Dragoons, under cover of the fog,
charged a picket of the 43rd without effect, and retired
after having cut down a sentry.
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On the 28th, the enemy appeared on the opposite
bank of the Esla, and the different regiments repaired
to their alarm-posts; but as soon as the enemy had
completed the reconnoissance he retired, and the British
troops returned to their quarters in the convent.

The main body of the army marched from Benavente
on the 28th, and at about nine o’clock on the morning
of the 29th the reserve commenced its march on La
Beneza; the cavalry were to follow in the course of the
day.

Shortly after the reserve had quitted the town, five or
six hundred cavalry of the French Imperial Guard, under
the command of General Le Fébre Desnouettes, forded
the Esla, the bridge having been blown up a few hours
before. Lieut.-General Lord . Paget and Brigadier-
General the Hon. Charles Stewart, with the cavalry,
quickly defeated this force, and in the course of an hour
after, the celebrated French cavalry General passed the
column of reserve a captive.

The 2nd battalion of the 52nd Regiment now com-
posed a part of Brigadier-General Catlin Craufurd’s
light corps which quitted the great route at La Bafiesa
and marched upon Vigo. One hundred picked men
from each of those battalions were pushed on by forced
marches to secure the bridge of Orense.

The reserve marched on the 30th from La Bafiesa to
Astorga, and in the afternoon of the 381st moved to
Camberos, and waited there the arrival of the cavalry;
marched again at midnight, and reached Bembibre next
morning, just as the preceding divisions of the army had
left -it.
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The scene that the reserve witnessed here was the
most disgraceful that can be imagined; on entering the
town they found the streets and houses full of drunken
stragglers from the preceding divisions; parties were
immediately employed to collect them all together,
and the church being the most convenient building
in the town, it was quickly filled with those drunken
wretches.

1809.

On the morning of the 2nd of January, 1809, the
-reserve marched from Bembibre to Calcabellos, and as
the army was now entering into a mountainous country,
almost the whole of the cavalry were sent forward to
Villafranca on this day, and the arduous task of cover-
ing the retreat devolved upon the reserve.

The recollection of the horrid scene at Bembibre de-
termined every one to check instantly the slightest dis-
position to plunder or drunkenness; an opportunity was
not long wanting, for a short time after the regiments
were in their quarters at Calcabellos, three men were
found plundering a deserted house in the town. One
was a straggler from the Artillery, another from the
Guards, and the third was a man of the name of Lewis,
of the 1st battalion of the 52nd Regiment.

Considering this a fit opportunity to make an impres-
sion on the minds of the soldiers, next morning, the 3rd
of January, Major-General the Hon. Edward Paget as-
sembled the reserve in square, about a mile in front of
Calcabellos, and the delinquents were brought out for
execution. The ropes were already round their necks,
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and the unfortunate men were held up in the arms of
those who were to perform the execution. The Major-
General was pointing out the necessity of enforcing the
strictest discipline, when, at this instant, a cavalry of-
ficer galloped into the square, and reported the enemy’s
advance. The General immediately communicated this
to the division, and at the same time declared that if
the French cavalry were absolutely ready to-charge the
square, he should not be deterred from executing the
punishment ; but that if the reserve would now promise
faithfully that similar acts should not occur, he would
spare the lives of those unhappy men; and (to give the
greatest solemmity to this engagement) he ended by
saying, “ If you mean to fulfil your promise, you will
all repeat distinctly three times, Yes, yes, yes.” The
words resounded from all parts of the square, and the
' men were taken down. But little time was left for re-
flection, for at the same instant a second cavalry officer
reported that the pickets had been some time engaged,
and were then hard pressed, and commanding officers
were ordered to march their regiments to the alarm
posts which had been previously assigned to them in
the town.

The man Lewis, of the 52nd, who although a sad
plunderer was a gallant soldier, was afterwards killed at
Orthes, by the side of the present Duke of Richmond,
who was in command of a company of the regiment on
that day. He generally contrived to have an attack of
rheumatism soon after getting into action, and thus got
out of sight of his officers for the purpose of filling his
haversack.

H
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Sir John Moore arrived soon after this episode, and
withdrew the reserve to a small range of hills, about
half a mile behind the town of Calcabellos, leaving five
companies of the 95th Rifle corps to dispute its posses-
sion with the enemy; at about three o’clock p.M. a
heavy column of cavalry was observed winding down
the road leading into Calcabellos; the French chas-
seurs dismounted as they approached (securing their
horses by throwing the bridle-rein of one over the neck
of the other) and then attacked in light-infantry order.

The 95th fell back gradually, and although the skir-
mishing was very hot in the vineyards behind the town,
little loss was sustained, with the exception of a few
riflemen who were posted in the houses at the entrance
of the village, and who had neglected to provide for their
own safety in case of retreat. Two British guns, which
were posted on the high-road leading to Villafranca,
on the slope of the hill, played upon the French column
as it advanced; amongst others, the French General
Colbert fell, by the well-directed fire of those guns.
He was an officer of great promise, and the French
bulletin emphatically announced his loss in the follow-
ing words:— His hour was come, he died nobly.”

The skirmishing ceased with the daylight, and the
reserve retired upon Villafranca, but without halting
there marched to Herrerias, where they arrived very
much fatigued about four o’clock in the morning of the
4th of January. The men rested until about ten o’clock,
when the march was again resumed. This day two
companies of the 52nd (Captain Charles Rowan’s and
Hunt's) formed the rear-guard of the division.
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A great many waggons, loaded with Spanish clothing
and other stores for the Marquis of Romana's army,
were found unprotected on the ascent of a hill close to
Herrerias. The stores were destroyed, and the shelving
nature of the road at this place afforded a good oppor-
tunity of obstructing the enemy’s passage. The rear-
guard collected the empty waggons and placed them in
rows across the road, filling up the intervals with straw,
empty casks, and all combustible matter that could be
found in the adjoining houses; as soon as the barrier
was completed the whole was set on fire, and the rear-
guard followed the division, and had the satisfaction
afterwards to know that the enemy’s march was retarded
several hours by this immense fire.

The reserve reached Nogales on the evening of the
4th, and at ten o'clock next morning the regiments
were formed in column in the streets ready to move
off.

It was found impossible to move the whole of the
stores which had collected at this place, and several
casks of salt provisions were destroyed.

The reserve having already suffered many privations,
both men and officers now filled their haversacks with
salt beef and pork, which fatigue compelled them to
throw away a few hours afterwards, and the want of
bread was very severely felt at this time.

The skirmishing with the pickets announced the near
approach of the enemy, and as a small part of the mi-
litary chest was still left without the means of trans-
port, a message was sent to commanding-officers to say
that their officers might receive money on account of

' H 2
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bt and forage. Colonel Barclay considered the incon-
venience (under the existing circumstances) of suffering
all the officers to leave the battalion, and judiciously
permitted none but the captains of companies to go.
Three hundred dollars were issued to each of them on
this account, and having no other means of carrying the
money, they were compelled to distribute it among their
companies, by entrusting a few dollars to the care of
each soldier.

A few miles in rear of Nogales, the road to Lugo
leads over a steep mountain; here the weary oxen were
unable to drag along the heavy-laden carts, and as the
enemy were pressing upon the rear-guard, it was found
impossible to save the military chest. Casks containing
dollars to the amount of £25,000 were thrown over the
precipice on the right-hand side of the road, and rolled
from one declivity to another until they at last settled
in the bottom of a narrow, rugged ravine, quite out of
reach of the column.

The rear-regiments of the reserve only were present
when the money was cast away, and certainly not a man
of those left their ranks in the hope of obtaining a por-
tion. This discipline, however, did not extend to the
“followers,” who, as soon as they arrived at the spot
where the dollars were rolling over the mountain-side,
at once began a scramble, in which the wife of the re-
gimental master-tailor, Malony (who was a merry one,
and often beguiled a weary march to the men with her
tales), was so successful that her fortune was apparently
made. The poor woman went through all the subse-
quent perils and hardships of the retreat, but on stepping
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from the boat to the ship's side on embarking at Co-
runna, her foot slipped and down she went, like a shot,
and owing to the weight of dollars secured about her
person, she never rose again. '

The enemy’s advance-guard, in a few minutes after,
passed over the very spot on the road where this occur-
rence took place, and was then entirely ignorant that
the treasure was abandoned.

The fatiguing effects of the retreat now became very
apparent; the men had been living for several days on
- salt provisions, without either bread or vegetables, and
the rain fell in such torrents that they seldom had a
dry shirt; consequently great numbers were suffering
from dysentery, and the very bad state of the roads left,
many without shoes.

The present Major-General Diggle, quoting this time
of distress, writes: “ Well do I remember the kind act
of a worthy woman, Sally Macan, the wife of a gallant
soldier of my company, who, observing me to be falling
to the rear from illness and fatigue, whipped off her
garters, and secured the soles of my boots, which were
separating from the upper leathers, and set me on my
feet again: even then, decorated as I was with the gar-
ters, I should have fallen into the hands of the French,
had not Colonel Barclay sent his horse to the rear for
me, being unable from weakness to fetch up my lee-
way. A year or so after this I had the opportunity of
requiting the kindness of poor Sally Macan, by giving
her a lift on my horse the morning after she had given
birth to a child in the bivouac.”

The skirmishing continued almost the whole of this
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day (the 5th), and Sir John Moore never quitted the
rear-guard for a moment; whenever the country pre-
sented a favourable situation for checking the enemy, a
stand was made to give time to the weakly men to get
forward. ,

The reserve arrived close to-the village of Constantino
at about four o’clock in the evening. This village is
situated on a small elevation, forming a gentle slope
down to a stream within musket-range; beyond this
rivulet the road crosses a small valley and ascends the
opposite hill in a straight line. On the summit of this
hill the rear-guard, with two pieces of artillery, kept the
enemy in check, while Major-General the Hon. Edward
Paget, with the other regiments of the division, de-
scended into the valley, crossed the bridge, and took
up a position with his left resting on Constantino. The
enemy followed the rear-guard quickly down the hill,
and commenced an attack upon the position, but after
a few discharges of artillery the firing died away, and
the men began to cook, notwithstanding that it rained
excessively at the time.

As soon as this hasty meal was finished, an order was
sent round for the men to fall in quietly behind their
fires ; at eleven o’clock the division marched off in column
of companies at quarter distance with fixed bayonets;
and a short time afterwards the pickets were withdrawn
from the bridge, the men silently retiring by two or three
at a time. Sir John Moore himself rode round the out-
posts, and directed where fires should be made to deceive
the enemy, and the positions were so well chosen, and
the arrangements for keeping the fires alight were so
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well executed, that it was nearly daylight before the
enemy discovered that the division had marched.

The reserve suffered more from the want of sleep on
this night-march than on any other during the retreat;
the columns moved on, but in what could scarcely be
called a state of wakefulness: every instant some one or
other unconsciously stalked off the road and fell into
the ditches.

The officers encouraged the men, purposely mention-
ing in their hearing that they had only a league or two
further to march, and at length daylight appeared, but
still the march was continued until the reserve passed
Lugo a Spanish league; it was then about one o’clock
(the 7th), rations were issued as expeditiously as possible,
and just as the men were beginning to cook, intelligence
was received that the divisions which had halted at Lugo
were attacked; the reserve got under arms immediately
and marched back there, drenched with rain; in this
state the troops were crowded into a convent.

The officers of the 20th Regiment, 52nd, and Rifle
corps, occupied & room with only one window, and
scarcely space enough for the whole of them to lie
down, and having shut the door and window, and lighted
a charcoal pan to procure some warmth, the adjutant of
the 52nd, who was the first to lie down, was seized with
convulsions. Being immediately carried out, he reco-
vered, and the rest of the party were thus made aware
of the danger which they had escaped—of suffocation
from the fumes of the charcoal. Next morning (the
8th), an hour before daylight, the British army marched
to a position about a mile and a half in front of Lugo,



104 HISTORICAL RECORD OF [1809.

and remained there the whole of the day, offering battle
to the enemy’s superior force. But Marshal Soult did
not think proper to accept the challenge, and soon after
dark the British army began to retire from this position
and fall back on Betanzos.

The duty of the rear-guard now became very laborious;
it had not only to defend the rear of the army, but the
good of the service and other feelings required it also
to protect as far as possible those who were unable to
keep up with the columns: the stragglers from the pre-
ceding divisions being very numerous, some from weak-
ness, others from a manifest apathy or a desire to plun-
der. Every house contiguous to the road was crowded
with these men, cooking flour and apparently enjoying
the greatest security. As the reserve came up, they de-
tached small parties to search the houses for stragglers
and to warn them of their danger, but the persuasions
and entreaties of the officers were heard with cold in-
difference. In the former part of the retreat there wasa
mingled feeling of indignation and pity for the loiterers,
but now all commiseration was at an end; the rear-
guard had only one object in view, to keep the army as
effective as possible, and the soldiers of the reserve were
so disgusted with the conduct of those worthless fellows,
that they beat and kicked them forwards on the road.

At daylight next morning (the 9th) the reserve halted
upon an extensive table-land behind the river Ladro,
and in order to give the stragglers every chance of re-
joining the army, the destruction of the bridge was de-
ferred until the enemy were close up to it: all the
weakly men were selected from the regiments of this
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division and sent forward to Corunna under charge of
an officer from each battalion: in the evening the re-
serve began to fall back slowly upon Betanzos, and in
the forenoon of the following day took up a position in
front of that town to cover the main body of the army,
which went into quarters there.

Lieut.-Colonel Cadell, in his ¢ Narrative of the Cam-
paigns of the 28th Regiment,’ writes:—* On the after-
noon of the 9th a considerable force of French cavalry
came upon some of the stragglers. A serjeant of the
52nd, who happened to be behind, looking after some
of his men, collected a considerable number, and gallantly
repulsed the cavalry, by which means he saved many who
would otherwise have fallen into the enemy’s hands.”
The name of this serjeant has not been preserved.

Another non-commissioned officer of our brother re-
giment has been more fortunately recorded. Serjeant

' Newman, of the 43rd Light Infantry, was distinguished
during this arduous retreat for his gallant conduct in .
rallying the stragglers of the army, and thus saving many
men; and for this service he was appointed to a com-
mission.

On the 11th the army marched from Betanzos to
Corunna, and Major-General the Hon. Edward Paget
followed with the reserve to the village of El Burgo
and its adjacents.

On the 13th the divisions which occupied Corunna
marched out, and the whole army was placed in position
about two miles in front of the town, the reserve occu-
pying the small village of Monelos, in rear of the centre
of the position on the Betanzos road.
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On the 14th the enemy cannonaded the left of the
British line, and on the 15th his whole army made a
forward movement, and took up a strong position in front
of the British ; this evening an affair took place in which
Colonel Mackenzie, of the 5th Regiment, fell in endea-
vouring to take two of the enemy’s guns.

The transports having arrived at Corunna on the
evening of the 14th, the embarkation of the sick, the
artillery, cava.lry, and baggage, was nearly completed on
the morning of the 16th, and the reserve had received
orders to be in readiness to embark at four o’clock that
evening. -

The enemy’s line was observed to be getting under
arms at a little before two, and shortly afterwards the
light troops of both armies were éngaged, and the actlon
soon became general.

Major-General Paget advanced with the reserve to
support Lieut.-General Lord William Bentinck’s bri-
gade, which the enemy was endeavouring to turn.

The 52nd Regiment and five companies of the Rifle
corps, being part of the reserve, were brought to the
front in order to oppose a movement of the French left,
which threatened to outflank the right of the British
line. The French attack in front on the village of El-
vina, held by the British, was repulsed by the divisions
of Baird and Hope, while the regiments of the reserve,
after moving to the right of the British line, not only
succeeded in repelling the attack of the French, but
absolutely established themselves firmly on a part of the
encmy’s position.

Near Elvina fell that noble general under whose
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immediate and personal instruction his regiment, the
52nd, acquired that admirable discipline and that system
of light-infantry drill which contributed so largely to the
honour of the British army throughout the war of the
Peninsula and the campaign of Waterloo, and which
have been transmitted through the successors, whose
discipline has been conspicuous down to the present
times on the ramparts of Delhi.

“Sir John Moore” (writes the historian of the Penin-
sular war), “ while earnestly watching the result of the
fight about the village of Elvina, was struck on the left
breast by a cannon shot. The shock threw him from
his horse with violence, but he rose again in a sitting
posture, his countenance unchanged and his steadfast
eye sill fixed upon the regiments engaged in his front,

no sign betraying a sensation of pain. In a few mo-
* ments, when he was satisfied that the troops were gaining
ground, his countenance brightened, and he suffered
himself to be taken to the rear. Being placed in a
blanket for removal, an entanglement of the belt caused
the hilt of his sword to enter the wound, and Captain
Hardinge* attempted to take it away altogether, but
with martial pride the stricken man forbade the alle-
viation—he would not part with kis sword in the field.”

The body of Sir John Moore, wrapped in a military
cloak, was interred by the officers of his staff in the
citadel of Corunna. The guns of the enemy paid his
funeral honours, and Marshal Soult, with a noble feel-
ing of respect for his valour, raised 2 monument to his
memory.

* The late General Viscount Hardinge, Commander-in-Chief.
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The French army having been thus checked at all -
points, fell back to its original position a little before
dark, and the 52nd, after collecting their wounded by
torchlight, marched from the field about ten o’clock to
the place of embarkation at St. Lucia. The men got
into the boats as quickly as possible, and each pulled off
to the nearest transports, but owing to the darkness of
the night, and the unfavourable tide, it was nearly two
o’clock in the morning before the last of the Regiment
got on board. The company commanded by Lieutenant
Diggle had made prisoners a French captain of light
troops, Goguet by name, and fourteen of his men, and
Lieutenant Diggle succeeded in bringing all of them off
as prisoners on board one of the British frigates.

On the morning of the 17th, the enemy brought down
some pieces of artillery, and opened a cannonade upon
the shipping; some of the masters of transports pre-
cipitately cut their cables and stood out to sea, but a
few hours afterwards the fleet got colleected in the off-
ing, and the signal was made for England. The first
battalion of the 52nd arrived at Portsmouth on the 25th
of January.

The 52nd sustained the following casualties at Co-
runna:—Five rank and file killed, and ninety rank and
file missing. Lieut.-General Sir John Moore, Colonel
of the regiment, was mortally wounded. Captain Ro-
bert Campbell and Lieutenant James Ormsby were se-
verely wounded. One serjeant and thirty rank and file
were wounded.

Both Houses of Parliament voted their thanks to the
-army “for its distinguished discipline, firmness, and va-
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lour in the battle of Corunna,” and the 52nd received
the Royal authority to bear on their colours and ap-
pointments the word ¢ Corunna,” in common with the
troops employed under Sir John Moore.

The following extracts from the official despatch and
from General Orders, testify to the part taken by the
Regiment in this battle :—

Extract from Lieut.-General the Honourable John Hope's Official
Despatch.

“The enemy, finding himself foiled in every attempt to force
the right of the position, endeavoured by numbers to turn it. A
judicious and well-timed movement, which was made by Major-
General Paget with the reserve (20th, 28th, 52nd, 91st, and 95th
regiments), which corps had moved out of its cantonments to
support the right of the army, by a vigorous attack defeated this
intention. The Major-General having pushed forward the 95th
(Rifle corps) and 1st battalion 52nd regiments, drove the enemy
before him, and in his rapid and judicious advance threatened
the left of the enemy’s position.”

Exztract from the General Orders issued by Lieut.-General the
Honourable John Hope, who succeeded to the command on
Lieut.-General Sir David Baird being wounded.

“To Major-General the Honourable E. Paget, who, by a ju-
dicious movement of the reserve, effectually contributed to check
the progress of the enemy on the height, and to the 1st battalion
52nd and 95th regiments, which were thereby engaged, the
greatest praise is justly due.” .

The 2nd battalion, which had embarked at Vigo on
the 13th of January, landed at Ramsgate towards the
end of the same month and marched to Deal barracks.

The 1st battalion remained on board their transports
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at Portsmouth about ten days, waiting for a fair wind to
carry them to the Downs.

The regiment disembarked at Ramsgate on the 14th
of February, and marched to Deal barracks on the fol-
lowing day, to recover from the effects of the campaign.

The advantage of a very superior state of discipline
cannot be better illustrated than by noticing that al-
though the 1st battalion 52nd was one of those regi-
ments which covered the retreat of the army from the
neighbourhood of Sahagun to Corunna, its loss upon
the whole of that harassing march amounted only to one
bugler and ninety-two rank and file ;* and as a proof of
the men’s perseverance and patience under fatigue, it
may be stated, that a short time after the return of the
Regiment to England, the return of deaths notified from
the different hospitals happened to make on one day an
aggregate amount of thirty men.

The following General Orders were issued to the

® The following duty-state shows how much the Regiment suffered
from the effects of the retreat to Corunna. In November, 1808, the lst

battalion marched into Spain ; effective, 54 serjeants, 18 buglers, 828 rank
and file.
State of the 1st Battalion 62nd Regiment, 1st Marck 1809.
Serjeants. Buglers. RB. & F.
Present fit forduty . . . . . . . . . 26
With Officers onthe Staff. . . . . . . 1]
Sick left in Portugal . . . . . . . . 1
» InHoepital . . . . . . . . . . 23
o 8t Ramsgate . . . . . . . . . 3
» atPortsmouth . . . . . . . . . 2
Onfarlough . . . . . . . . . .. 1]
Missing before 16th January . . . . . 0
Missing gince 16th January . . . . . . 0
54

Blomrmoowoowm
EI:S.-M‘SEM.%

The 2nd battalion also suffered severely.
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army by order of his Royal Highness the Commander-
in-chief, eulogizing the life and conduct of the late
Licut.-General Sir John Moore, Colonel of the 52nd
Light Infantry.

“ GENERAL OBRDERS.
¢ Horse Guards, February 1st, 1809.

“The benefits derived to an army from the example of a dis-
tinguished commander do not terminate at his death ; his virtues _
live in the recollection of his associates, and his fame remains the
strongest incentive to great and glorious actions.

“ In-this view, the Commander-in-Chief, amidst the deep and
universal regret which the death of Lieut.-General Sir John
Moore has occasioned, recalls to the troops the military career of
that illustrious officer for their instruction and imitation.

“Sir Jobn Moore from his youth embraced the profession
with the feeling and sentiments of a soldier ; he felt that a per-
fect knowledge and an exact performance of the humble but im-
portant duties of a subaltern officer are the best foundations for
subsequent military fame ; and his ardent mind, while it looked
forward to those brilliant achievements for which it was formed,
applied itself with energy and exemplary assiduity to the duties
of that station.

“In the school of regimental duty he obtained that correct
knowledge of his profession so essential to the proper direction
of the gallant spirit of the soldier, and he was enabled to establish
a characteristic order and regularity of conduct, because the
troops found in their leader a striking example of the discipline
which he enforced in others.

“ Having risen to command, he signalized his name in the
West Indies, in Holland, and in Egypt. The unremitting at-
tention with which he devoted himself to the duties of every
branch of his profession, obtained him the confidence of Sir
Ralph Ahercromby, and he became the companion in arms of
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that illustrious officer, who fell at the head of his victorious
troops in an action which maintained our national superiority
over the arms of France.

“Thus Sir John Moore, at an early period, ohtained with ge-
neral approbation that conspicuous station in which he gloriously
terminated his useful and honourable life.

“In a military character, obtained amidst the danger of cli-
mate, the privations incident to service, and the sufferings of re-
peated wounds, it is difficult to select any one point as a prefer-
able subject for praise ; it exhibits, however, one feature so par-
ticularly characteristic of the man, and so important to the best
interests of the service, that the Commander-in-chief is pleased
to mark it with his peculiar approbation.

 The life of Sir John Moore was spent amongst the iroops.

“ During the season of repose his time was devoted to the care
and instruction of the officer and soldier; in war, he courted
service in every quarter of the globe. Regardless of personal
considerations, he esteemed that to which his country called him
the post of bonour, and by his undaunted spirit and anconquer-
able perseverance he pointed the way to victory.

“ His country, the object of his latest solicitude, will rear a
monument to his lamented memory, and the Commander-in-
Chief feels he is paying the best tribute to his fame by thus
holding him forth as an example to the army.

“ By order of his Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief],
“ HarrY CALVERT, Adjutant-General.”’

Lieut.-Colonel Barclay assembled every man who was
capable of leaving the Hospital, and read the above
General Orders to the Regiment formed in square in
the barrack-yard at Deal ; there were many soldiers who
could not suppress those honest feelings, so creditable
to human nature, when they reflected that they had
lost a father and a friend, as well as a gallant brother
soldier.

-
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The officers of the regiment subscribed 150 guineas
to obtain a portrait of their lamented Colonel.

Major-General Hildebrand Oakes was removed from
the 3rd West India Regiment to the colonelcy of the
52nd Light Infantry, on the 25th of January, 1809.

When the 52nd marched into Spain in November,
1808, Captain Clement Poole, Lieutenant John Wood-
gate, and Ensign William Royds, three serjeants and
130 men were left sick at Lisbon; as soon as this party
was fit for duty it was incorporated into a battalion, com-
posed of detachments from the 29th, 43rd, and Rifle
corps, under the command of Major Way, of the 29th,
and formed a part of Brigadier-General Richard Stewart’s
brigade, at the time when the army under Lieut.-Ge-
neral Sir Arthur Wellesley marched against Oporto.

This detachment, commanded by Lieutenant Wood-
gate, was engaged in the attack of the enemy’s heights
above the village of Grijou, on the 11th of May, and
also at the passage of the Douro, on the 12th of May.
Lieutenant Woodgate was severely wounded on this
occasion: 6 rank and file were wounded, and 4 missing.

The flank companies of the regiment were especially
alluded to by Lieut.-General Sir Arthur Wellesley,
as shown in the following extract from his official de-
spatch :—

“The 10th Portuguese regiment of Brigadier-General R.
Stewart’s brigade attacked the right, and the riflemen of the
95th, and the detachment of the 29th, 43rd, and 52nd regi-
ments of the same brigade, under Major Way, attacked the
infantry in the woods and villages in their centre; these attacks
soon obliged the enemy to give way. I have also to request

I
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your Lordship’s attention to the conduct of the riflemen, and of
the flank companies of the 29th, 43rd, and 52nd regiments,
under the command of Major Way of the 29th.”

In the meantime no exertion was spared to render
the 1st battalion again fit for service, and in the middle

of May Lieut.-Colonel Barclay made a selection from

the serviceable men of the 2nd battalion to replace
such of the 1st battalion as had not recovered from the
fatigues of the Corunna retreat.

Lieut.-General the Honourable Sir John Hope, K.B,,
inspected the battalion at Deal on the 20th, and the
following transfer took place on the 24th, namely, 1
serjeant and 349 men from the 2nd to the 1st battalion,
and 5 serjeants, 1 bugler, and 349 men, who were un-
serviceable, were transferred from the 1lst to the 2nd
battalion ; the latter also received 255 volunteers from
the militia.

On the 25th of May of this year, the 1st battalion of
the 52nd, commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Robert Barclay,
embarked at Dover and proceeded to Portugal, along
with the 1st battalions of the 43rd and 95th Rifle corps.

The regiment arrived at Lisbon on the 29th of June,
went up the Tagus in boats, as far as Vallada, and dis-
embarked on the 5th of July; from thence the three
regiments under the command of Brigadier-General
Robert Craufurd marched to join Sir Arthur Welles-
ley’s army, which was then moving on Talavera de la
Reyna.

The route of the brigade was by Santarem, Abrantes,
Castello Branco, Zarza Maior, and Coria, and it arrived
at Oropesa on the forenoon of the 28th, having that
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morning performed a tiresome march of twenty-four
miles.

Here some of the Spanish fugitives from the first
day’s fighting at Talavera, spread the alarm which
cowards usually bring as to the defeat of their own
party, and Craufurd, fearing that the British army might
be pressed, resvlved to push vigorously forward. The
regiments had just bivouacked, when they were ordered
to prepare to march again. As soon as the men had
cooked and eaten their dinners the march was resumed,
and these regiments arrived in the vicinity of Talavera,
by sunrise, on the morning of the 29th, having per-
formed a forced march of twenty-eight miles in exces-
sively hot weather, in addition to the twenty-four miles
of the preceding day: in all fifty-two miles in twenty-
six hours, each man carrying his arms, ammunition,
and accoutrements, weighing between fifty and sixty
pounds.

'This march, one of the most extraordinary on record,
is said to have been performed with the loss of only
seventeen stragglers from the three regiments—43rd,
52nd, and 95th Rifles. The men had been marching
constantly during the preceding month, which had
brought them into training. As no authentic document
can be found in the Adjutant-General’s office upon the
point, this record is given from individual recollection.

~ The enemy having retired from Talavera during the
night of the 28th, General Craufurd’s brigade marched
over a part of the field of battle towards the Alberche,
and took up an advanced line of posts near the bridge
leading to Santa Olalla. .

19

-l
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The detachment of the 52nd which composed a part
of Brigadier-General Richard Stewart’s brigade was
engaged in the action of Talavera, on the 27th and 28th
of July, and had 2 rank and file killed, and 24 rank
and file wounded. In this action Captain James Henry
Reynett, of the 52nd regiment,* served on the staff of
the Quartermaster<General, to which he had been ap-
pointed in 1808.

The General Orders directed that the 1st battalions
of the 43rd, 52nd, and 95th Rifle corps, were to com-
pose a Light Brigade, the command of which was
given to Brigadier-General Robert Craufurd; and these
regiments continued to serve together during the re-
mainder of the war in the Peninsula and South of
France. The date of this Order is not preserved in the
Horse Guards; it would be interesting as the date of
formation of the nucleus of that division which became
so celebrated by its performance of the outpost duties of
the Peninsular army.

On the 3rd of August the army retired from Talavera
to Oropesa. At this time the French army of the
North, under the command of Marshal Soult, having
forced the Pass of Bafios, was marching by Plasencia
on Naval Moral.

On the evening of the 4th, the British army crossed
to the south bank of the Tagus by the bridge of Arzo-
bispo, and proceeded to Jaraicejo, whilst the Light
Brigade marched along the left bank of the river to the
broken bridge of Almaraz, for the purpose of prevent-
ing Marshal Soult from effecting the passage of the
Tagus at that place.

* Now Lieut.-General Sir James H. Reynett, K.C.H.
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In consequence of the arrival of Marshal Victor's
corps at Talavera on the Tth, the British hospital at
Talavera fell into the power of the enemy. Assistant-
Surgeon Walker, of the 52nd, was one of the medical
officers left there in care of the wounded, and shared
the same fate. :

About the 20th of August, the Light Brigade marched
from the bridge of Almaraz, and proceeded to Castello
de Vide, where the regiment halted seven or eight days,
and then went into cantonments at Campo Mayor.

- The detachment of the 52nd which was attached to

Brigadier-General Richard Stewart’s brigade at Tala-
vera joined the battalion at Campo Mayor on the 25th
of September, 1809.

On the 15th of December, 1809, the regiment
marched from Campo Mayor, by Portalegre, Abrantes,
Thomar, Leiria, Coimbra, Celorico, and arrived at
Pinhel on the 5th of January, 1810.

Meanwhile immense preparations had been made by
the British Government, to fit out the most formidable
armament that had for a long time proceeded from
England. The troops amounted to 40,000 men, under
Lieut.-General the Earl of Chatham ; the naval portion
was under the command of Admiral Sir Richard Stra-
chan. The object of the expedition was to obtain pos-
session of the islands at the mouth of the Scheldt, and
to destroy the French ships in that river, together with
the docks and arsenals at Antwerp. The services of the
2nd battalion of the 52nd are connected with the above
expedition, five companies of which embarked at Deal
on the 17th of July, 1809, and proceeded to the Scheldt,
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landed on South Beveland on the 10th of August, and
caused the surrender of Flushing on the 15th of that
month.

The five companies re-embarked for England on the
30th of August,landed at Dover, and marched to Shorn-
cliffe, on the 16th of September.

1810.

Reverting again to the 1st battalion in the Peninsula.
The following General Order was issued by Lord Wel-
lington, dated Vizeu, 22nd February, 1810:—

“ The 1st and 2nd* battalions of Portuguese Chasseurs are at-
tached to the brigade of Brigadier-General Craufurd, which is to
be called the Light Division.”

The Light Division remained on the left bank of the
Coa until the middle of March, when it was pushed for-
ward towards the Agueda as a corps of observation upon
Marshal Massena, who was about to besiege Ciudad
Rodrigo, in the course of which service the brigade
was moved about to the different villages between the
Coa and Agueda Rivers, according as the enemy’s move-
ments made it necessary.

On the 1st of June, the 52nd marched from Nava
d’Aver to Gallegos, and a few days afterwards the two
regiments of Portuguese Cagadores joined the brigade,
and it was thus formed into a Light Division,

In the situation in which the Light Division was now
placed, the greatest alertness agd activity was indispen-
sable. The enemy occupied the right bank of the
Agueda, and only waited the arrival of a battering train
to besiege Ciudad Rodrigo.

* This is an error for the 3rd battalion.—Enp.
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The trenches were opened on the 11th of June, and the
Light Division remained at Gallegos observing the pro-
gress of the siege. The place capitulated on the 10th
of July, and a few days previously the Light Division
was withdrawn from Gallegos to a wood near the village
of Alameda, from whence it retired to Fort Conception,
after having been attacked by the French cavalry.

The regiment remained at Val de la Mula from the
5th of July to the 9th, and then fell back upon Junca.
Fort Conception was blown up on the morning of the
23rd, and the regiment retired from Junca. A few
hours afterwards the division was formed up close to
Almejda, and at night, on the 23rd, the regiments bi-
vouacked among the stone enclosures near the town,
under a most terrific storm of rain the greater part of-
the night: a miserable prelude to the hard work that
was to follow next day.

Soon after the fall of Ciudad Rodrigo, Massena put
his army in movement towards the line of the Upper
Mondego, and Ney’s corps advanced upon Almeida,
about 20,000 strong in infantry, with between 3,000
and 4,000 cavalry, and 30 guns. Craufurd’s division
still acting under orders only as a corps of observation,
consisted of the 43rd, 52nd, and 95th Rifle regiments,
the 1st and 3rd regiments of Portuguese Cagadores,
in all about 3,200 infantry, with eight squadrons of
British and German cavalry, and six guns, and was dis-
posed on a semicircle in front of Almeida, towards the
Ciudad Rodrigo road, its right resting on the ravines of
the Coa, about a mile and a half above Almeida, and its
left on that fortress. On the morning of the 24th of
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July Ney drove in the pickets of the division stationed
on the Rodrigo road at Val de Mula, four miles east of
Almeida, and then showing a front of fifteen squadrons,
with artillery in their front, and about 7,000 infantry
on the right of his advance, while other troops were
seen advancing on his left towards the ravines of the
Coa, Craufurd became aware that retreat must be in-
evitable. He seems to have viewed himself, although
ordered not to risk an action, as bound to prevent the
investment of Almeida if possible, and therefore to
have clung to a false position longer than sound mili-
tary judgment would have dictated if unfettered by
such view. Be this as it may, the Light Division was
concentrated on the hour of Ney’s attack, between Al-
meida and the Coa, on a front of barely a mile and a
half, with ravines running transversely from the left
front to the right rear, which to some extent protected
the right flank, but which must also be crossed in face
of an overwhelming force, in order to reach the only
point then passable over the Coa, viz. the bridge on the
road to Valverde, which was about half a mile from the
right, and upwards of a mile from the left of the divi-
sion thus posted. The 52nd were posted in the rugged
spurs on the right, except half a company, which was
detached under Lieutenant Henry Dawson, in an old
stone windmill tower on which the left flank rested,
and at which were also posted two guns of Captain
Rosg’s* troop of horse artillery. A Spanish garrison gun
was in this tower, and at the first discharge it broke
through the floor of the mill and was afterwards useless.

# Now General Sir Hew D. Ross, G.C.B.
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Next to this tower was the 43rd, then the 95th Rifles,
and then the 1st and 3rd Cacadores closed the front
with the 52nd on the right. Ney’s attack was made with
an impetuosity which outstripped the orders of Crau-
furd to retire in echelon of battalions from the left,
while he sent his cavalry and artillery first over the
bridge. A horse artillery ammunition-waggon was over-
turned in the road, the 43rd and some of the 95th were
thrown rapidly across a knoll which in some degree
commanded the road near the bridge, although over-
looked by the heights which Ney’s troops and artillery
had gained; these checked the advance; the 52nd de-
fended each rugged step, retiring by companies as the
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