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PREFACE.

THE difficulty of bringing together an accurate view
of military operations, and more especially those which
are carried on in a mountainous tract of country, where
the several parts of an army are frequently separated and
hidden from each other, makes it but the more desirable,
and indeed essentially -necessary for understanding the
details of any combined movement, that Officers, in: every
corps of an army so circumstanced, should take down
notes of such occurrences and manceuvres as may fall
under their immediate observation. We should then, by
means of their united remarks, be enabled to arrive at a
satisfactory explanation of the particular advantages of a
successful plan of operations, and of the causes of failure
in one that turned out to be otherwise. Ior, however

well any. proposed plan of a Campaign may be under-
b 2



viii PREFACE.

stood, the execution of it must always be liable to many
variations, owing both to the nature of the country in
which it is carried on, and to accidental circumstances
which can neither be foreseen nor controlled.

With this object in view, the Author of the following
Narrative determined, (partly from a conviction of their
utility, and partly to gratify a beloved relative,) from the
first moment of his joining the Left Wing of the Penin-
sular Army, as an Ensign in the Third Battalion of the
First Foot Guards, to make notes of every occurrence in
the order in which they took place; and to employ all
his leisure moments, which it will be seen could not have
been many, in making military surveys trigonometrically
of such portions of the country as were accessible ; and
also in taking sketches of the most remarkable scenery.

Owing to his arrival at a period of active operations,
no opportunity occurred of forming associations with
Officers in the Right Wing and Centre of the Army ; and
‘he has, for that reason, been compelled to limit his remarks
almost wholly to the operations of the Left Wing. He

feels, therefore, that much apology is necessary for pre-
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senting an imperfect Narrative to the Public, trusting,
at the same time, that it may not be found wholly devoid
of interest; neither will it prove altogether useless, if it
should only be the means of stimulating others, whose
abilities are more competent to the task, and whose op-
_portunities of acquiri'ng information were more ample
than those of an Ensign doing regimental duty, to come
forward with their shére of observations; for unless such
individual details be collected, the whole story of the
Peninsular Campaign cannot be thoroughly understood,
nor impartially related, by future historians. He is not
sure, however, that his account of the Campaign of the
Western Pyrenees would have met the public eye at this
late period, had not present circumstances arisen, to throw
an interest over that particular part of the Continent of
which it treats; and did not a possibility exist of an
eventual necessity, perhaps in no great length of time,
for a British Army again to occupy its old positions, and
to gain fresh laurels in the Mountain Passes of the
Pyrenees.

With regard to the Views, which were taken on the
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spot, and which the Author has employed his leisure
hours in etching, it is not pretended to exhibit them as
specimens of art, but as faithful delineations of scenery,
hitherto probably but little known to English . tra-
vellers. The size of these Etchings having been deter-
mined without any reference to publication, has com-
pelled the Author, however unwillingly, to give a cor-
responding size to the pages of the Narrative-—a circum-
stance which he deems it right to mention, lest it might.
be thought that he has the vanity to attach an importance
to a work which he is but too conscious it does not

deserve.
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CAMPAIGN

OF THE

WESTERN PYRENEES.

CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTION : consisting of a brief Account of the Events subsequent to.the Battle of
Vitoria—Positions of the contending Armies during the Siege of St. Sebastian—
Marshal Soult attempts the Relief of Pamplona and St. Sebastian—Is repulsed.

I'T will not be necessary in order to elucidate the limited operations
of one wing of the allied army, in the Western Pyrenees and South of
France, that we should trace the whole  progress of the war which
led to the overthrow of the French dominion in the Peninsula;
their connexion with prior events will be sufficiently understood, by
briefly recurring to the principal movements which, subsequent to
the battle of Vitoria, brought the allied forces to the Pyrenean
frontier, where they occupied those positions which menaced the
invasion of France. ' ' o
The history of European warfare affords few examples of battles
which have been more important in their results, or more brilliant
in their “achievement, than that of Vitoria. The campaign too
which preceded it was distinguished by a series of the most able
manceuvres, compelling the enemy to retreat from the frontiers of
Portugal to a defensive position behind the Ebro, without being
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able to oppose the allies in any general action. Thus, in the short
space of one month, the influence which the French had held over
the Peninsula, during several .years, was brought to a fatal crisis.
Indeed, so well aware was the intrusive King of the precarious
state of his usurped throne, and of the hatred with which the French
were regarded by the Spaniards; and so little did he calculate on
the probability of his ever again being likely to return to the
capital, that he had sent immense convoys, containing all the
moveable plunder which, in the rapidity of his flight, could be
scraped together, on the road to France; and having drawn up
his army in front of Vitoria, he now endeavoured to protect, by a
last effort, his broken power, and the safe convoy of his treasures
out of Spain. The prominent features of the splendid victory
gained by the allies on the memorable 21st of June are still fresh in
recollection; the enemy being on that day driven from the field of
action in the most complete disorder, with the loss of his artillery,
treasure, baggage, convoys, and carriages; and compelled to seek
safety in a rapid retreat by the road of Pamplona across the
Pyrenees.

Lord Wellington, having thus completed the overthrow of the
main body of the French forces, on the 2lst of June, directed the
left wing of the army, under Sir Thomas Graham, to advance on
the following day upon Tolosa, with a view of intercepting the
retreat of a French division, under General Foy, which then
occupied Bilbao. The enemy, however, having ascertained the
defeat of Joseph Buonaparte, immediately retreated, and endea-
voured to protect his retiring columns by barricadoing the approaches
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to Tolosa. Sir Thomas Graham attacked, and drove him from this
post; and, on the 2d of July, the advanced guard pushed forward to
the banks of the Bidassoa. Whilst these operations were carrying
on upon the left flank, the third, fourth, seventh, and light divi-
sions, supported by two brigades of cavalry, advanced upon Tudela;
and the fifth and sixth divisions, supported by a brigade of cavalry,
marched direct upon Logrono, with a view to cut off the retreat of
two French divisions under General Clausel. This general, finding
the direct road to France from Logrono occupied by the allies,
countermarched upon Zaragossa, and gained the French frontier by
the pass of Jaca.

Strong garrisons were left by the enemy in the fortresses of
Pamploha and St. Sebastian. These places were immediately in-
vested ; and on the 30th of July, the garrison of Passages having
surrendered, its port from this period became the entrepét of supplies
for the allied army; and its situation, so close to the line of
operations, proved to be of the greatest utility in the succeeding
campaign.

At the commencement of July, Marshal Soult, Duke of Dalmatia,
being appointed to the chief command of the French forces, which
were destined to act against Spain, with the title of Lieutenant of
the Emperor, repaired without loss of time to the frontier, and
commenced a thorough re-organization of the several corps of his
army. The nomination of this Marshal to the command, from his
known abilities, and from the high estimation in which he was held by
the French soldiers of all ranks, was calculated to infuse new vigour
into the disheartened and broken legions of Joseph’s army. Great

B 2
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exertions were ‘forthwith made for the re-equipment of the several
corps. An abundant supply of every species of matériel was sent to
replace the losses sustained ; order was speedily restored; and the
whole army distributed into four corps of infantry ; consisting of the
right, centre, left, and reserve, which were placed respectively under
the orders of Generals Reille, Count d’Erlon, Clausel, and Villatte :
besides three divisions of cavalry, consisting of two of dragoons, and
one of light horse, under the respective orders of Generals Treillard,
Tilly, and Pierre Soult. These arrangements being completed, the

Marshal collected supplies at St. Jean-Pied-de-Port, and without’

delay projected the relief of Pamplona, and the re-establishment of
his army on the line of the Ebro.

In the meantime the Marquess of Wellington, on whom the
Prince Regent had conferred the rank of Field Marshal, in reward
for the late victory, concerted measures for the reduction of the
fortresses still in possession of the enemy, and for the effectual
exclusion of the French army from the Spanish territory. The
want of an adequate siege train, and the distance from the source
of supplies, prevented his undertaking the reduction of Pamplona
by force ; he, therefore, closely blockaded it with the Spanish corps
under the Conde de Abisbal. Greater facilities of communication,
however, enabled him to order the immediate reduction of St.
Sebastian, and its siege was commenced without delay.

To cover these operations, and to oppose the efforts which the
enemy might make for the relief of these strong holds, the allied
army was distributed in the following positions, for guarding the
passes of the Pyrenees.
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The right of the centre, commanded by Lieutenant-General Sir
Rowland Hill, occupied the. Valley of Bastan and, with Major-
General . Pringle’s and Walker’s. brigades of the second division,
under Lieutenant General the Hon. William Stewart, guarded the
Passes of Maya. The minor passes of Col d’Ariette and Col
d’Espegui, on the right, leading also into the Valley of Bastan, were
held by Colonel Ashworth’s and Brigadier-General Da Costa’s Por-
tuguese brigades, under the Conde de Amarante. Brigadier-General
Campbell’s Portuguese brigade of this division occupied a strong
position on a mountain to the right of the village of Los Aldudes,
and between the. Valley of Aldudes and the Valley de Hayra; keeping
communication with the Valley of Bastan on its left, through the
Port de Berdaritz, and with the right wing of the army in the pass
of Roncesvalles, through the Port d’Alalosti. The left of the centre
consisted of the seventh division under Lieutenant-General the. Earl
of Dalhousie, and the light division under Major-General Charles
Baron Alten; the former was posted in the Pass of Etchalar;. the
latter on the mountain of Sta. Barbara and in the town of Bera.
The sixth division under Major-General Pack occupied St.-Estevan,
and formed the reserve of the centre, ready to support the troops
at Maya, or at Etchalar, as occasion might require.

- The right wing of the army covered the direct approaches to
Pamplona from St. Jean Pied-de-Port. - Major-General Byng’s
brigade of. the second division was in front, guarding the passes of
Roncesvalles and Orbaicete; a division of Spanish infantry, under
"General Morillo, was in support at the latter post. The fourth
division, commanded by Lieutenant-General the Hon. Sir Galbraith
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Lowry Cole, was in second line at Biscarret, in rear of the Pass of
Roncesvalles. The third division, under Lieutenant-General Sir
Thomas Picton, formed the reserve, and was stationed at Olaque.

The left wing, under Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Graham, con-
sisted of the first and fifth divisions, Major-General Lord Aylmer’s
brigade, and the fourth Spanish army, under Don Manuel Freyre,
guarding the line of the Bidassoa from the Crown Mountain to the sea.
The Spaniards, under Don Pedro Giron, with Brigadier-General
Longa’s division, kept up the communication with the left of the
centre at Bera. The fifth division, under Major-General Oswald, con-
sisting of the British brigades of Major-Generals Hay and Robinson,
and of Major-General Spry’s Portuguese brigade, was employed in
carrying on the siege of St. Sebastian; whilst the first division, under
Major-General Howard, consisting of the first and second brigades of
Guards, under Colonel Maitland and Major-General Stopford, with
the brigades of King’s German Legion, and Lord Aylmer’s brigade,
were in position, covering the great road between Irun and Oyarzun,
- supporting the corps of Don Manuel Freyre, which crowned the
heights of St. Marzial.

The contest at this period became more interesting than at any
former time, from the opposition of two commanders of such high
and distinguished reputation. Lord Wellington had hitherto over-
come every French Marshal and General who had opposed him; and
the result of the present campaign has proved how vainly the French
looked for a more favourable issue under their new leader.

We have already observed that the first object of the French
Marshal was the relief of Pamplona. To effect this he placed his
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reserve under General Villatte, in the camp of Urogne, upon his
right flank, to guard the line of the Bidassoa; whilst he withdrew
his right wing to the neighbourhood of St. Jean Pied-de-Port; and
there, uniting it with the left wing and a part of the centre, it
formed the main body which Marshal Soult, on the morning of the
25th of July, conducted in person, to the attack of the right wing
of the allies in the Pass of Roncesvalles. Count D’Erlon, with the
two remaining divisions of the centre, was directed to make a simul-
taneous attack on the troops under Sir Rowland Hill, in the Passes
of Maya. Both these attacks were, in the first instance, successful ;
the enemy overpowering, by superiority of numbers, the detached
brigades which were guarding the Passes. Strong demonstrations
were made against Major-General Byng’s brigade, in advance of the
right, whilst the main body of the enemy turned his flank by ad-
vancing along the lofty ridge of Arola, between the Vallée Carlos
and the Vallée de Hayra. In the next place, by attacking and dis-
lodging the Spaniards under Morillo, from the strong buildings in
the ravine of Orbaicete on the extreme right, he was enabled boldly
to push forward against the front of General Byng’s brigade; and,
although the fourth division, under General Cole, arrived in support,
hoth were compelled to retire in the night to a position between
Biscarret and Zubiri.

In the meantime Sir Rowland Hill, supported by Major-General
Barnes’s brigade, had been enabled to check the farther advance of
the corps of Count D’Erlon; but the retrograde movement of the right
wing led to the necessity of a corresponding one on his part. He,
therefore, withdrew in the night to Elissondo, and from thencetoa -
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strong position at Irrueta, resting his left upon the Bidassoa. The
Portuguese brigade, under Major-General Campbell, which had been
stationed on the right of Los Aldudes, withdrew through the Pass
of Renacabal, and joined the right wing in front of Zubiri.

Sir Thomas Picton moved up with the third division to support
Sir Lowry Cole on the 26th, but the position being disadvantageous,
and the French advancing with overwhelming numbers, made it
expedient again to retreat. On the 27th, the retreat was continued,
when the Marquess of Wellington, who had previously been superin-
tending the movements of the left wing, fortunately arrived in time
to direct the occupation of a position in front of the villages of
Huarte and Villalba, and between the little rivers Arga and Lanz,
so as to cover the roads leading from Elissondo and Roncesvalles to
Pamplona; directing, at the same time, a portion of the Spaniards,
under the Conde de Abisbal, to move up in suppért. This move-
ment of the right wing obliged Sir Rowland Hill to remove on the
28th to a position at Lizasso.

. The enemy had now approached to within a few miles of Pamplona;
and, on the morning of the 28th, he commenced strenuous efforts to
dislodge the allies from their position. - Early on that morning, the
6th division, under Major-General Pack, fortunately arrived in
support just prior to an attack which Marshal Soult directed from
the right of his position in the valley of Lanz. The sixth division
formed across the valley, and by its vigorous resistance, aided on its
right flank by General Cole’s division, wholly defeated the enemy’s
efforts to turn the left of the allies and penetrate by the valley.
Failing on this point, the next attack was made against the centre,
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but all the efforts of the enemy, though often repeated against « the
gallant fourth division,” were repulsed by the steady conduct of
the troops under Sir Lowry Cole. The arrival of the seventh divi-
sion at Marcalain, between Sir Rowland Hill’s position and the right
wing, gave unity of action to the Allies, and assured the effectual
obstruction of the enemy’s further progress. Similar dispositions
were made by Marshal Soult to connect his main body with the
corps of Count d’Erlon, which had followed the march of General
Hill, while moving a considerable force to his support in the valley
of Lanz. .

The Marquess of Wellington, foreseeing the enemy’s intention,
decided on attacking the troops in his immediate front between the
Arga and Lanz, although the formidable position they occupied
seemed almost impregnable. With this view, early on the morning
of the 30th, he directed Sir Thomas Picton to move by the valley of
Arga upon the French left, whilst Lord Dalhousie, by turning their
right in the valley of Lanz, should endanger the safety of the centre
on the crest of the position. General Pakenham, after General Pack
was wounded, led the sixth division against Saurauren; whilst Sir
Lowry Cole, with the fourth division, attacked in front, briskly
following up the enemy as he wavered and retired from the position.
Count d’Erlon had meanwhile been manceuvring against the left of
Sir Rowland Hill; but the latter, having taken up more favourable
ground close in rear, with his left thrown back, bade defiance to
every further effort against him. Marshal Wellington having now, in
his turn, become the assailant, successively dislodged the enemy from
every position where an attempt was made to withstand his progress ;

c
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pressing close on the French columns through the valley of Bastan,
many prisoners were taken; and keeping up an unrelaxed pursuit
on the 3lst, the Allies were again masters of the passes through
the mountains, and occupied nearly the same positions as before
the attack of the 25th. :

During these operations, the siege of St. Sebastian was converted
into a strict blockade ; but, on their successful termination, and the
arrival of reinforcements and fresh supplies from England, it was
resolved to renew it with increased vigour. The land forces now en-
gaged in the siege were greatly aided by a squadron under the orders
of Sir George Collier. A number of guns from the ships, with gunners
to work them, were landed and formed into a battery, which contri-
buted much to the success of the besiegers. On every occasion the zeal
of the soldiers, and the ability of the engineers, were nobly dis-
played *. Eighty pieces of cannon, under the chief direction of Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Dickson, were now employed against the walls of the
fortress. The earth shook with the tremendous concussion of this
prodigious cannonade. On the 31st of August the troops moved to
the assault ; the defenders, under General Rey, shewed a worthy con-
stancy ; repeatedly driving down the assailants from the crest of the
breach, they as often returned, till the artillery were at length com-
pelled to direct their fire against the enemy, immediately over the
heads of those destined for the assault; and this bold measure for-
tunately succeeded in shaking the firmness of the defenders. Ina
fresh assault the troops gained possession of the summit, and in a short
time of the whole town, taking nearly seven hundred prisoners.

#* See Lieutenant-Colonel Jones’s Account.
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On the same day Marshal Soult directed an attack to be made on
the left wing of the Allies covering the siege; his principal efforts
were directed against the corps of Don Manuel Freyre, strongly
posted on the heights of St. Marzial, and extending their right in
advance of the Crown Mountain, in order to cover the different fords
across the Bidassoa, in front of their position. The seventh and first
divisions were placed respectively in support of the right and left
flank of the Spaniards.

The French columns daringly crossed the river by fords opposite
to the strongest points of the allied position, and made several stre-
nuous efforts to dislodge the Spaniards; but the latter, with the
greatest gallantry, constantly drove the enemy down, oan'sing him
severe losses at every renewed trial. Whilst the action was going on
at this part, strong columns of the enemy forded the Bidassoa, in
the neighbourhood of Bera and Salines; but the Marquess of 'Wel-
lington, penetrating the intention of the enemy to turn the flank
of his left wing, by an advance upon the Crown Mountain and Oyar-
zun, ordered the seventh division up to support the advanced posts.
The enemy was by this means checked, and at night compelled to
withdraw again behind the Bidassoa. The manceuvre of sending
a force by the valley of Cinco Villas* upon the Crown Mountain and
Oyarzun has been repeatedly practised by French commanders, in
former wars, upon this point; and was 'sucoessfu]ly executed by Bon-
nivet in 1521, by Berwick in 1718, and again by the divisions of
Moncey and Delaborde in the revolutionary war of 1794. The brunt

* Cinco Villas is so named from the five little towns of Bera, Etchalar, Yanzi, Lezaca,
and Arenas.
C2
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of the action on the right was on this occasion sustained by Major-
General Inglis’s brigade of the seventh division; but upon the left
the contest was wholly supported by the Spaniards, who at night
re-established their sentinels on the banks of the Bidassoa.

In this manner every attempt made by the enemy for the relief of
the fortrésses of Pamplona and St. Sebastian ‘was completely de-
feated. —There now only remained the Castle of La Motte, situated
on the high rock of St. Sebastian, to be gained by the Allies, for the
entire liberation of the left wing to prosecute its further operations.
This was speedily accomplished ; for batteries were opened against
the Castle on the morning of the 8th of September with such ter-
rific eﬁ‘eét,' that the governor, General Rey, with the remainder of his
garrison, amounting in men and officers to upwards of one thousand

eight hundred, capitulated in the afternoon, and were made prisoners
of war.
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CHAPTER IIL

Lord Wellington determines on the Invasion of France—Arrangements for the Co-
operation of the Navy—Arrival of Reinforcements at Passages—Description of its
Situation, with a View of the Entrance to its Harbour— Description of the Scenery
near the Mouth of the Bidassoa—Positions occupied by the Left Wing of the
Allied Army— The Crown Mountain, View from St. Marzial—Fontarabia, Disco-
very of Fords across the Bidassoa—Passage of the Bidassoa on the 7th of

. October, 1818. T :

IMMEDIATELY after the fall of St. Sebastian, and indeed previous
to its siege, the army had every reason to believe that the Marquess of
Wellington had determined on the invasion of France: This opinion
in the allied troops was strengthened by the appearance of Rear
Admiral Martin at head-quarters, then at Lezaca, about the 21st of
September ; the object of whose mission was understood to be that
of arranging the necessary naval assistance and co-operation in this
important undertaking. This co-operation of a naval force was
deemed of such essential use, and the value of it so duly appreciated
by the Field Marshal, that he has often been heard to say, « It is
our maritime superiority that enables me to maintain my army,
where that of the enemy would have perished.” Indeed the almost
daily supplies and reinforcements sent out from England to the north
coast of Spain, in transports convoyed by ships of war, alone enabled
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the army in this exhausted country, to earry on its operations in
that part of it. During the month of August, upwards of twenty
sail of ships of war with their convoys arrived in, and before, the
harbour of Passages, which was the principal port of communication
with head-quarters.

Independent of the ships of war upon this coast in communication
with the army, amounting of all classes to about twenty sail, two
line of battle ships, of the squadron blockading Rochfort, were
considered as disposable for any service that the Marquess might
require, and which they might undertake with safety, on so dan-
gerous a coast as that between Bayonne and Passages. One of
these ships was directed to shew herself eccasionally from the Cor-
douan light-house to Arcassons.

This force was chiefly employed in blockading St. Sebastian’s,
Santona, the mouth of the Bidassoa, and the Adour; as well as in
intercepting the enemy’s communications by sea, particularly with
St. Jean de Luz. We have already seen the great assistance
rendered to the army in the reduction of St. Sebastian, by the
squadron under Sir George Collier, both by the ships blockading the
harbour, and by the exertions of the gallant seamen in the batteries
commanded by Lieutenant O'Reilly.

The future progress of the army was equally assisted by this
squadron, which hovered along the coast, supporting, like a move-
able fortress, the left wing, as it took up its various positions. At
this time the mouth of the Bidassoa was guarded by His Majesty’s
ship Constant, commanded by Lieutenant Stokes, and the sailors
had possession of Figueras Castle, which was only distant from the -
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French guard-house about three thousand yards. The anchorage
ground off this river is good; but in the winter months the sea
generally runs so high, that no vessel, belonging to the'count.ry,
ever attempts to ride in the bay; during these months no fishing
boats venture to cross the bar which, at low spring tides, has only a
depth of four feet water ; but these tides rise sixteen feet. The whole
extent of the anchoring ground in‘the bay was within cannon-shot
of the French batteries. While the navy was thus employed upon
this dangerous coast, the army was rapidly repairing its losses, and
refitting in every article requisite for a renewal of active operations:
On the 31st of September, fifteen sail of transports entered the
harbour of Passages with a reinforcement of severnn hundred men
of the foot guards. On the following day these troops landed, and
marched up to the camp of the first division in rear of Irun.
Nothing can be more striking than the entrance of the harbour
of Passages, as seen from the Bay of Biscay. On approaching this
part of the Spanish coast, no indication of a navigable inlet is at
first view discernible. On closer examination, however, we discover
a deep narrow cleft in the precipitous range of rocky mountains
which bound the coast, and rise abruptly from it; and it is only on
the vessel’s approach .immediately beneath the rugged steep, that
those on board perceive the narrow channel between two lofty walls
of solid rock. The salient angles jutting from each side of this
channel still screen from view the little town of the same name,
and the vessels in the harbour close to it. Having cleared this
narrow and gloomy canal, a sudden and surprising change takes
place; the town or rather village of Passages is diseovered skirting
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the little harbour, the mountains almost hanging over the houses.
Many of the dwellings are half formed by excavations from the rock,
their fronts only being walled up. The width between the rocks and
the water is in most places only just sufficient for a cart-road, and
the houses in some places are built over this road, leaving only an
archway for passengers. A little higher up, the harbour widens, and
the open country begins to be discovered, bounded however by a
succession of lofty ridges of mountain, which are themselves sur-
mounted by the huge and rugged masses of the great Pyrenean chain.

A small open space on the margin of the harbour is dignified with
the name of the square, or market-place. At the time of which we
are speaking, this spot was the scene of the greatest bustle; for it
was here that the troops sent from England were continually land-
ing, together with ammunition, provisions, and stores of various
kinds, for the use of the army. The horses for the cavalry were
lowered from the transports into the water, and, guided by a rope,

swam to the shore. The sudden transition from the intense heat in
 the holds of the transports to the cold temperature of the sea was
the cause of death to several of these animals.

Passages was, besides, the resort of officers and soldiers, both
English, Spanish, and Portuguese, for the purchase of provisions, or
articles of equipment, imported from England by the sutlers, sad-
dlers, and other followers of the camp. The motley peasantry from
the surrounding mountains brought their vegetables to market here,
. and the whole formed a scene of indescribable bustle and noise, of
endless variety of costume and confusion of languages.

The coast from Passages to the mouth of the Bidassoa is formed



. mﬁ-'-— —nr - —— e



-

. \\\.\\\\ .

Landen. Fublished May 11523 by lchn Marray. Albemarte Street




CAMPAIGN OF THE WESTERN PYRENEES. 17

by the steep rocky side of the mountain of. Jaysquibel, terminating
at the mouth of the Bidassoa in a rocky promontory, called the Point
" of Figueras. Its crest is narrow and difficult of access, and the highest
point-elevated one thousand seven hundred feet nearly above ‘the
level of the sea. This mountain is' separated from the chain'of - the
Pyrenees by a broad valley of irregular features, intersected by a
succession of hills and dales, and abounding iri clumps of wood ; "here
and there may be seen a little hamlet, and the smiﬁng cottages of - the
peasantry lie scattered over the surface of the valley. The whitened
walls, the projecting roofs, and the gables and wooden balconies - of
these cottages, amidst the deep gloom of the surrounding mountains,
give to the scene a lively and a most picturesque effect. The little
towns of Ernani and Oyarzun, and the village of Lesso, are situated
in this valley, through which also the great road, leading from Vitoria
to Irun, passes. The ground is only partially cultivated, and the
chief produce seemed to be Indian corn or maize. Lo

From the heights above Irun the view of the surrounding scenery
is extremely fine; the Bidassoa is seen spréading out into a broad
river, and flowing into the Bay of Biscay, between.the mountain of
Jaysquibel on the left hand, and the heights -on the French side on
the right. At the foot of the mountain, on the left; stands the
~ celebrated town, or city, of Fontarabia, or "Fuentarabia, ("Ions
Rapidus,) close to the margin of the river: opposite to it, on the
French side, is the little town of Hendaye, or Andaye, famed -for
‘the excellence of its brandy. The town. of Irun stands near the
banks of the river, about a mile from the site of the bridge,” which
connects the great road leading from Vitoria to “St. Jean de Luz

D
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and Bayonne. The bridge had been destroyed by the French, on
their retreat within their own frontier before the troops under Sir
Thomas Graham: and the houses adjoining to it were loop-holed,
and converted into a strong defensive post, which was now occupied
by a picquet, with a line of sentinels stationed -along the banks of

" the river, and in the Isle de la Conférence, justbelow the spot.

" The Isle de la Conférence, (or, as it is called, the Isle of Phea-
sants,) received its name from the celebrated treaty between
France and Spain, which was ratified on this island, when Louis XIV.

‘'was betrothed to Maria Theresa of Austria, only daughter of

Philip IV. of Spain, on the 3d of June, 1660. On the other side
of Irun the mountains rise in a succession of steep acclivities,
towering one above another till the whole are surmounted by the
rugged points of the Crown Mountain, or Monte de Haya. The
slopes of this. chain are connected by a narrow ridge with the
Heights of St. Marzial, so named from a chapel dedicated to that

- saint, which stands on a pointed rock at the western extremity.

The view of the amphitheatre of mountains from the rock of
8t. Marzial is remarkably grand, the sides of the mountain being
worn into deep glens by the torrents which fall in the rainy season ;
and these glens are’ richly wooded with oak and chestnut. The an-
niexed view is from the rocky point of St. Marzial ; it exhibits the
range of mountains occupied by Lord Aylmer’s British Brigade, and
the first division, under Major-General Howard, supporting the Spa-
nidrds of Don M. Freyre, who were encamped on the Heights
of St. Marzial, guarding with their sentinels the line of the Bidassoa. -
A line of intrenchments and redoubts was formed from the Crown
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Mountain to the Point of Figueras. They were eight in number,
the first nearest to the Crown Mountain, and the last about half a
mile beyond Fontarabia. The fifth, a very strong redoubt, was con-
structed close to the town of Irun, and was intended to cover the
approach to it by the great road from France. Working parties were
constantly employed on these defences until the recommencement of
active operations. The troops, which, in the annexed view, are seen
ascending the heights, indicate the roads by which the Portuguese
brigade of Brigadier-General Wilson, and the first brigade of Guards
under Colonel Maitland, advanced across the Height of St. Marzial
to the fords by which they crossed the Bidassoa, in the subsequent
attack of the 7th of October.

From every eminence the romantic aspect of the surrounding
country presents itself in new and varied forms of grandeur and
beauty. The buildings, though thinly scattered over the country,
are picturesque, and, like most of the Spanish houses, have large
projecting roofs. Glazed windows are rarely seen, shutters being
almost every where the substitute. There are but few vineyards in |
this vicinity, excepting on the slopes of Jaysquibel near Fontarabia ;
but about the houses, the vine is every where reared. The inhabi-
tants are a strong and well-proportioned race, having jet black
hair, black eyes, and deep brown complexions. . The women, many
of them tall and with handsome features, wear their hair in a huge
plait, which hangs down the back below the waist ; but neither sex
~ were observed to have those ¢ ears of uncommon size,” which Buffon
says Nature has given to the inhabitants of the banks of the Bidassoa.

The climate appears to be very variable, as is usual in the neigh-

D2
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bourhood of a range of lofty mountains. The thermometer, early
in the morning, was frequently up at 70°, and rose gradually till the
latter part of the aay; and on the next day, at the same hour, it
was as frequently at, or even below, 60°. The evenings generally .
were remarkably beautiful ; the splendid colouring of the immense
amphitheatre of mountains, in the glowing rays of sunset, is beyond
descripti()’n. .

The leisure afforded, whilst the preparations we have described
were going forward, gave the officers an opportunity of making excur-
sions, and examining the most interesting scenes in the neighbour-
hood ; but the possibility of being at any moment ordered to advance
against the enemy, prevented these rambles being of any very great
extent ; se»;eral,‘ however, ventured across the mountains, to visit
their friends or relations in other regiments, and to ascertain which
of them still survived ; for, in so great an extent of country as the
army now occupied, -and especially in one so divided by ranges of
lofty mountains, the events which took place, even in contiguous
' divisions of the army, were scarcely known to each other, until the
arrival of Gazettes from England brought the details of the various
operations, with lists of ihe-ki]led and wounded.

Amidst the interesting objects that surrounded us, the town of
Fontarabia claimed a due share of attention, though the ruinous heaps
of its fortifications,” which wefejblown up in the war of the Revolu-
tion, gave it a desolate and cheerless aspect. It stands on a small
peninsular eminence, contiguous to the Bidassoa, which, at high water,
washes the ruins of its walls; but which, when the' tide is out, leaves
. a considerable extent of sand on both sides of the channel. It is,
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in fact, what is usually called a dry harbour. The annexed view is
taken from the sands, and shews the broken remains of the forti-
fications. The streets are remarkably narrow, the houses have large
projecting roofs, and exhibit all the characteristics of a Spanish
town ; most of the windows have large balconies in front. . The
view down the main street looks directly towards the rugged sum-
mit of Monte de Haya, or the Crown Mountain. Nothing could
be more desolate than the appearance of the town at this period ;
all the houses were shut up, and scarcely a single inhabitant shewed
himself out of doors. At a little distance below.the town, and on
the banks of the river, is a large suburb, called the Suburb of the
Magdalen, composed in great part of fishermen'’s houses, dehghtﬂllly
situated close to the water’s edge. -

A staff-officer was at - this time employed in ascertaining the
situation of the fords, by which columns of infantry might pass the
river near its mouth. "With this view, and to avoid exciting. sus-
picion, some of the Spanish fishérmen were prevailed on to under-
take to wade through- the channel at’ low water; and, under the
appearance of being occupied in their usual employment of fishing,
they proceeded a considerable distance into the river; but being ap-
prehensive of being taken by .the French sentries, who were guarding
the right bank, they at first returned ‘without ascertaining the
practicability of fording it. Threats, however, at.length,.induced
one man to go fairly through; and as there was a considerable extent
of 'sand between the channel and the right bank, he had time to
return in safety, apparently without having excited the least suspicion
in the enemy. Similar experiments being afterwards made on different
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points, three fords were discovered, which were considered available,
between the island of the Conférence and the mouth of the river.

Until the surrender of Pamplona it was not possible to act on
the offensive upon a great scale; but in the meantime the Marquess
of Wellington resolved to cross the Bidassoa, with the left wing of
his army, and to occupy with it a range of heights, on the right
bank of the river, from the Great Mountain of La Rhune to the
sea. Rumours of the intended movement reached the camp on
the evening of the 6th of October. The day had been intensely
hot, and in the evening heavy masses of clouds gathered over the
mountains, casting a deep gloom over the whole country, and at
length burst in a violent thunder-storm, accompanied with rain and
hail. Towards the morning the storm passed over to the French
side of the river; and, we were willing to think, prevented the
enemy’s sentries from hearing the noise of our artillery, pontoon
waggons, caissons, and other carriages, advancing to take their
several stations preparatory to the intended attack.

The dispositions for attack were as follow :—On the extreme left
the fifth division, Lord Aylmer’s Brigade, and Major-General Spry’s
Portuguese Brigade, were to cross by the three fords between the
Isle de la Conférence and the mouth of the river. One of these
brigades was concealed till the moment of attack in the ditch behind
the town of Fontarabia; the other two behind large embankments,
enclosing meadows between Irun and Fontarabia, immediately in
front of the Capuchin Convent. On the right of the fifth division
were the first division and Brigadier-General Wilson’s Portuguese'
Brigade, concealed behind some small eminences at the foot of the
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heights of St. Marzial. These were to cross-by fords at the site
of the old bridge of Irun, and higher up the river, opposite the
centre of St. Marzial height. The second brigade of Guards under
Major-General Stopford, with the brigades of the King’s German
Legion, below the old bridge, and the first brigade of Guards under
Colonel Maitland, preceded by Wilson’s Portuguese, at the ford
higher up. To the right of these the fourth Spanish army, under
General Freyre, was to cross at fords in front of Buriatou, and the )
mountain of Mandalle, in three columns, and by gaining the sum-
mits of the mountains, to turn the flank of thc enemy in his
camp in front of Urogne. The light division, under General Alten,
was to attack the enemy posted on the mountain of Commissari,
"~ and in the Pass of Bera; whilst Don Pedro Giron, on the extreme
right, attacked the position of Great La Rhune.

At three o’clock in the morning of the 7th of October, the troops
were under arms. The first division moved down from its camp
into the great road leading to Irun. The tents were left standing,
that the enemy, as dawn appeared, might not discover any sign
of the intended movement. Every preparation was made as silently
as possible, but still the noise of the artillery and pontoon train,
moving slowly forward on the great road, might be distinctly heard.
The inhabitants of Irun were all gazing out of their windows as
the troops filed through the town ; vivid flashes of lightning glared
occasionally, but the body of the storm of the preceding evening,
had passed over to the French sidé of the river. Under all these
circumstances, the troops fortunately arrived at their appointed
stations without having been noticed by the enemy.

Owing to the considerable bend of the river below the bridge of
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Irun, it was necessary that the fifth division should be the first to
cr'oss,:'an@ as_soon as it should be sufficiently advanced, the other
.columns of the first division were ‘directed to cross, and the whole
- corps;to advance up the heights together.” At a few minutes past
seven o’clock, “it being then low water, the columns near Fontarabia
were discerned crossing the sands and entering the river, which they
foi'deﬂ,; gmd the whole of -the three columns advanced steadily but
~ slowly, preceded by the light companies of their respective brigades.
The annexed view will shew the extent of the Bidassoa at high
water, between. Andaye and Fontarabia; and, as the tide rises
sixteen feet, it may be easily imagined that a good deal of anxiety
prevailed to seize the mast favourable moment for fording, the more
S0, as any untoward cir'cﬁ'mstance, “creating even a short delay,
might occasion the most sérious consequences.

. _To ensure the support and co-operation of the other columns, a
rocket ‘was fired from the steeple at Fontarabia, as the signal for
their simultaneous advance’; 'and such had been the caution ob-
served in every preparatory step, that the enemy did not commence
firing till the heads of the’ columns were nearly half over. The
upper column, owing to a mistake in ‘entering the ford at a wrong
point, got into very deep water, and was obliged to turn lower down
‘where the - channel .is . divided by a sand-bank; it then advanced
again, and go’i:fsafe'ovei'. The fifth division had no soonmer gained
the right bank, than the enemy’s picquets commenced a brisk fire
from: behind every hedge,. ditch, and wall, and from the windows
of the houses around Andaye. . The light troops rapidly drove the
,enemy from these :defences, and the columns continued their
advance in excellent - order, and ‘began to take up their proper
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distances preparatory to attacking the French line, which was now
forming on the nearest range of hills. The first division was then
ordered to cross, to support the right flank of the fifth division.
Some artillery were brought to an intrenchment, which had been
purposely thrown up oppdsite to the old bridge, and by a brisk
fire, aided by the light infantry, soon dislodged the French picquet
from the loop-holed houses guarding the pass. The second brigade
of Guards and the King’s German Legion crossed immediately
after, and covered the formation of a pontoon bridge, which was
rapidly laid down for the passage of the artillery a little way higher
up the river. The Portuguese under Brigadier-General Wilson,
followed by the first brigade of Guards under Colonel Maitland,
in the mean time crossed over the heights of St. Marzial, and forded
the river directly in front. Cannon and howitzers were planted
on the top of St. Marzial, and by their fire covered the passage
of the troops; the howitzers were of essential service in clearing
away the enemy’s picquets from the bank of the river.

The view of the action from the summit of St. Marzial was most
magnificent, as it commanded a prospect of the whole range of the
enemy’s position from the mountain of Mandalle to the sea. Lord
Wellington took his station at this point, and appeared in the
highest spirits, at the successful progress of his troops. The French
artillery commenced firing from the summit of their position upon
the several columns as they advanced, and their infantry formed their
line upon the height to await the approach of the assailants. By
this time the Spaniards, under Don Manuel Freyre, had succeeded in
crossing by the upper fords, and after bravely compelling the
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enemy’s picquets to retreat from their intrenchments on the slopes
of the mountains, were now rapidly gaining the summit of Mandalle,
notwithstanding the strong position held by the French. About
a mile above the point where the first brigade of Guards, and
Wilson’s Ponuguese, forded the river, is the hamlet of Buriatou.
In rear of it the French had a large hutted camp, and some ob-
stinate skirmishing took place between them and the Spaniards,
till the latter having turned their flank, the enemy retreated.

The severest part of the contest on the left was maintained by the
fifth division. Major-General Hay’s brigade, consisting of the first,
ninth, and thirty-eighth regiments, had to attack the enemy in three
successive positions, which he took up each time in good order, but

_ the brave fifth division charged and dislodged him in succession from

each of these posts. In the last, the enemy found his right flank
turned by the brigade which had crossed below Fontarabia, and
which, by following the line of coast for some distance, and then
taking an oblique direction to its right, came almost unperceived
in rear of the enemy’s right wing, and thus compelled him to seek
safety in a rapid retreat by the great road through Urogne. The
lines which formed to oppose Colonel Maitland’s brigade and the
Portuguese, seeing both flanks turned, (their left by the Spaniards,

‘and their right by the fifth division,) did not await a close approach,

and on gaining the crest of the position, three pieces of cannon,
unspiked, were found in one of the intrenchments.

. The attack made by the light division had been equally suc-

cessful. The French at this part were strongly intrenched on the
summits and slopes-of the steep mountains immediately above the



IR FuDM Q) Arasn f YL Ay 551 1 DN POYSTIGNS ]

: \\\N\\\\\\ \ \ \q.\\\\.\t \\%\\ & \.‘\\\&MW,J ; \\\\\ \\\\\tt&\\\ V\.\w\\\\\\v\\a

¢



Digitized by Goog[e ,



Digitized by Goog[e



R

IS S A . o



CAMPAIGN OF THE WESTERN PYRENEES. ’ 27

town of Bera, and their hutted camps were fortified upon every
accessible side. The enemy attempted to withstand the advance
of Major-General Skerret’s brigade, led by Colonel Colborne, but he
was driven from all the intrenchments of this side by the brave and
undaunted advance of the fifty-second, and the second battalion of
the ninety-fifth, supported by the brigade of Portuguese Cagadores,
attached to the light division. As the ascent to this fortified camp
was by a narrow zig-zag path up a very steep rocky mountain,
defended at every eminence by intrenchments, the attack of it was
one of great hazard, and it required the promptest and boldest
exertions of the troops to overcome the obstacles opposed to them.
This was done by repeated charges with the bayonet. The loss in
Colonel Colborne’s brigade and the Portuguese Cacadores was
consequently severe.

The position of Mont de Commissari is one of those occupied
during the war of the revolution in 1793. A line drawn from the
point of Great La Rhune, through the camp on Mount Commissari,
to the Bidassoa below Salines, marks the frontiers of France and
Spain. The capture of these intrenchments, therefore, placed the
light division also upon the French territory.

The Pass of Bera, close upon the right of this mountain, was
carried by the brigade under Major-General Kempt, consisting of
the forty-third, and first and third battalions of the ninety-fifth.
Every where the troops were successful, with the single exception,
towards the evening, of the Spaniards under General Giron, who
were attempting to gain possession of the summit of Great La
Rhune. ‘The firing in all other parts had ceased early in the

E 2
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afternoon, but was kept up till quite dark in the attack of La
Rhune. The outline of this mountain, seen from the camp near
Urogne, is that of a high cone; and at night, during the firing, it
exhibited the beautiful appearance of being illuminated. On the
summit stands the ruins of a little chapel, which the French had
converted into a military post. The rock on which it was built
appeared to be inaccessible, and it was in the attempts made to storm
it that the firing was kept up during the night. On the following
morning the Spaniards succeeded in gaining possession of this post;
and thus the whole army was established in positions commanding
views of the plains of France to an amazing extent.

" Mount La Rhune was obstinately contested by the two nations in
the revolutionary war; and it was now a subject of congratulation,
as well as surprise, to all the officers of the army, that this formidable
position of the enemy had been gained with such comparatively
small loss to the Allies: the total loss of British, Portuguese, and
Spanish, both in the attack upon the left and in the Pass of
Bera, amounting, in killed, wounded, and missing, to no more than
one thousand five hundred and sixty, including officers. It was
owing, in all probability, in the first place, to the secrecy with which
the attack was planned and commenced ; and, in the next, to the
apparent confidence of the enemy, that at this late period of the
year, the Allies would rest satisfied with having liberated the Spanish
territory, and established their army in positions the most favour-
able for its defence. The garrison of Pamplona likewise, not having
yet surrendered, might have induced the French to suppose that,
at all events, Lord Wellington would delay farther operations till it
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had capitulated; as he would then be enabled to bring forward a
much greater body of troops into the field, and to leave the rear
of his army open for the safe arrival of supplies.

The enemy retreated to a position in front of St. Jean de Luz,
and drew up his lines upon a very strong range of heights
covering that town, extending their left towards the mountain of
Petite La Rhune. The whole front of this position was intrenched
and defended by a series of remarkably strong redoubts, one behind
the other. In rear of the village of Urogne, no less than five
redoubts were constructed. In front of the centre of this part of
his position, there is a small rivulet which empties itself into the
Bay of St. Jean de Luz near Fort Socoa; this rivulet the enemy
dammed up at its mouth, which caused a considerable inundation,
greatly strengthening his front. A line was, as if by mutual consent,
agreed upon for the positions of the outposts of the two armies,
as soon as the action was over; the French keeping possession of
the village of Urogne, and of a hill upon its right. A small chapel
stands on this hill, and the French fortified it, and continued the
line of intrenchments from thence to the sea. The most vulnerable
points of the enemy’s position, if any might be called so, on this
part of his line, were strengthened by abbatis; and, as the country
was well wooded and had numerous orchards, these defences were
multiplied upon every part of his line. The cutting down of whole
rows of orchard trees was a serious evil to the unfortunate in-
habitants, who, however, had almost to a man fled the country; in
ignorance of the protection which the Marquess of Wellington re-
solved to enforce, by the strictest severity of discipline in his army.
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* The first and fifth divisions, Lord Aylmer’s brigade, and the
" Portuguese, encamped on the summit of the ridge, which had been
preﬁomly occupied by the French. The Portuguese of Brigadier-
Géneral Wilson, upon the right, occupied a hutted camp, from
which they had dislodged the enemy in the late engagement: their
right communicated with the Spaniards under General Freyre on
the Mountain of Mandalle, their left with the first division
under Major-General Howard, Of this division, Colonel Maitland’s
brigade of Guards was on the right of the great road leading to
Urogne, communicating with Major-General Hinuber’s brigade of
‘the King’s German Legion upon its left. Upon the left of these
was fhe second brigade of Guards, under Major-General Stopford,
and 'the remainder of the ground, from thence to the sea, was
odeupied by the light German brigade, and by the fifth division,
sipported by ‘a brigide of Portuguese encamped in front of
Andaye. In these positions the Allies remained till after the
surrender of Pamplona. |

. 'The view of the allied camp shews the range of hills occupied
by the first and fifth divisions. It was taken from a conical hill,
about inid-way between the mountain of Mandalle and the great
road leading to Urogre, immediately upon the right of the hutted
camp, occupied by Brigadier-General Wilson’s Portuguese. In the
distance may be seen the Bidassos, near its mouth, with the ex-
tiemity of Jaysquibel Mountain rising behind it. The town of
Fontarabia is also discernible on the bank of the river. The Bay
of Biscay bounds the horizon. -
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CHAPTER III.

Ezcursions along the Valley of the Bidassoa— Exposed Situation of the Troops—
General Features of the Pyrenean Chain— News of the Surrender of Pamplona—
Passage of the Nivelle, and Encampment at Guethary— Bad State of the Weather
_renders further Operations impracticable— The Allies go into Cantonments.

'T'HE unavoidable delay, occasioned by the necessity of waiting intel-
ligence of the surrender of Pamplona, gave fresh opportunities to the
officers of making excursions among the mountains, and of enjoying
the magnificent and ever-varying scenery. The road along the banks
of the Bidassoa now became the principal line of communication with,
and that along which supplies of all kinds were conveyed to, the centre
of the army. The valley through which this boundary river passes
may justly be considered as affording some of the most romantic
and beautiful scenery, perhaps, in all Europe, uniting, in a remark-
able degree, the various characters of the sublime, the beautiful,
and the picturesque. At every bend of the xiver, the road along
its banks brings us suddenly on some new and striking feature.
The pleasing combination of wood and rock, overhanging the
beautifully winding stream, contrasted with the barren grandeur of
the mountain summits, which tower above them, present an infinite
number of the most delightful prospects. The oak, the chestnut,
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' and the walnut, are the most conspicuous trees along the valley,
and the slopes of the inferior hills; whilst, among the crevices of
the rocks, the ever-green box tree grows with surprising luxuriance,
and by its deep verdure relieves, while it contrasts in a very beau-
tiful manner, the bright silver tints of the surrounding rocks,
clothed with lichens. In sketching these picturesque scenes, and
in making plans of the ground, several of the officers occupied

, 'themselves at such times as they were not engaged on military

:duty '

Followmg the direction of the valley, and about three miles above
Irun, the road passes through a fine chestnut wood, covering the
.slope of the mountain, in’ which- may every now and then be caught,
-through the'openings, ‘delightful views of the opposite steeps of
Mandalle, and of the river winding through the vale below. The
‘cha.raeteristic'peculiarity of these scenes was frequently enlivened by
~ the numerous little carts drawn by oxen, creaking through the

-valley, or by long trains of muleteers, winding along the mountain
paths, .and singing their wild' national airs, while conveying their
loads of provisions to the camp. In the annexed view  of the
banks of the Bidassoa, some of the intrenchments, thrown up by
the enemy to guard the banks of the river, appear on the sides of
the- opposite 'mountain. The advantage which the ,French" must
necessarily have -had, when posted on the side of- these steep
'helghts, so difficult of access, adds not a little to the merit of the
'Spamards, who so gallantly .drove them from such a posmon

Proceedmg a_little further, - the . valley becomes narrewer ; and
the river is conﬁned 80 closely between' steep banks, as to have
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made it necessary to cut the road out of the solid rock. At the dis-
tance of about five miles above Irun, is a post-house, called Endarlacha,
where there is a ford across the river. Almost directly opposite to
this house, a mountain-torrent rushes down from the slopes of the
Crown Mountain into the Bidassoa. This torrent marks the boun-
daries of Guipuscoa and Navarre, and its junction with the Bidassoa
is about a hundred yards above the point where the line, drawn
from the summit of La Rhune through Mont Commissari, meets the
river; and defines the boundary between France and Spain. From
hence to the mouth of the river below Fontarabia, the limits of the
two nations are marked by the middle of its course. It might be
supposed that, upon the very frontier, there could not be any very
striking distinction between the inhabitants of the two sides: the
case, however, is otherwise;. a person no sooner crosses the limits, than
he perceives a different race of people, a different style of buildings,
different language and manners, bursting upon him all at once.
These opportunities of examining the character of the country
were only obtained at intervals. The rainy season, which com-
menced soon after the left wing had established itself on the French
territory, was against such excursions in the mountains ; and shortly
afterwards, the army began to experience the bad effects of its
exposed situation. The days were frequently very hot, and gene-
rally succeeded by piercing cold frosty nights. Heavy rain usually
followed, and continued, with little intermission, for several days
and nights. The tents afforded but a bad protection, as the wind
beat the rain through the canvass, and rendered the interior almost

untenantable. On the right and centre of the army, the troops
’ F
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were even in a worse condition than those of the left wing, as they
occupied positions nearer the centre of the Pyrenean chain, higher
up the mountains; and were, therefore, exposed to greater vicissi-
tudes of temperature, and to the drizzling mists which almost con-
stantly were hanging over their summits. The provisions, too, were
far from being good. The cattle, driven up to the army through a
great portion of Spain, arrived in a jaded and lean condition; the
roads, along which they had been driven, might easily be traced by
the numbers of their carcasses, lying half buried at their sides. It
often happened that, within an hour after the oxen had been driven
up to the camp, the meat was shared out, and cooked for the soldiers’
messes. .
. Under such circumstances, it is not surprising that, at this period,
whilst the most unremitting attention was required on the out-post
duties, in the bleakest situations, and whilst, .during the intervals
the soldiers were labouring at the construction of redoubts and
works of defénce, many desertions should have taken place. They
were, in fact, fewer than could have been expected. The mortality,
however, was considerable, but not to be compared with that which,
in 1512, carried off the greater part of the army of Francis I,
(then Duke of Valois) ; nor to that which, in the Revolutionary War
of 1794, compelled the left wing of the French army to retreat to
St. Jean Pied de Port, being unable to withstand the inclement
weather in the passes of the Pyrenees.

Owing to the heavy rains, the Bidassoa frequently ran so high as
to render the fords totally impassable; and till the old bridge, some-
times called the Bridge of Beobie, or Behobie, which connects the
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great roads from Bayonne and Vittoria to Irun, was put into tem-
porary repair, the communication was kept open by a pontooﬂ
bridge. Higher up, where the narrowness of the valley confined
the river between its rocky banks, it became, in the rainy season,
an impetuous torrent. The ford of Endarlacha, which we have
before mentioned, was quite impracticable; and, to provide against
emergencies, a floating bridge was established at that point.

It always happens that the inhabitants of the country which is
the theatre of military operations unfortunately suffer, more or less,
the calamities attendant on war; nor are they the less liable to be
exposed to them on the part of their own countrymen carrying arms,
than from their foreign allies. The various articles requisite for the
support of an army, and the means resorted to, for enabling it to
carry on its operations, are but too often of necessity to be sought
for.and procured upon the spot. In such cases, individual interest
must be made to yield to the commmon cause. An instance of
this sort occurred at the particular place here described. A little
way above the confluence of the rivulet: we have before men-
tioned, (which separates the provinces of Guipuscoa and Navarre,)
there was a small iron foundry, apparently almost denying access
to human beings, on account of the steepness of the rocky chasm
in which it was situated. The appearance of its proprietor was
almost as wild as his native abode, and his looks of despair are
beyond description, when he beheld some artificers mercilessly
plundering his machinery of its most valuable iron cramps and
staples, for the construction of the temporary bridge at Endar-
lacha. He pleaded, but without effect; swore, but to no pur-

F 2
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pose ; and at last wrung his hands, and called on a host of saints
to the protection of his little property, on which the maintenance
of his family depended. Individual hardships of this kind, severe
as they are, and unjust as they may be considered, are unavoidable
in a state of warfare; and when they are weighed in the scale of
general expediency for the public good, and not wantonly inflicted,
they may admit of, and are entitled to, an excuse. At this particular
period, when the glorious struggle for national independence which
Spain and Portugal, aided by their powerful ally, were on the eve
of bringing to a successful termination, individual sacrifices were ren-
dered of less moment, in the accomplishment of so important an
object: the wonder is that they were not greater, when it is considered
how long the Peninsula had been laid waste, and made desolate;
and that millions of its unhappy inhabitants had been plundered
- and massacred by an inundation of hostile legions, whose course
was almost every where marked by rapine and cruelty; and whose
territory, in their turn, was now invaded. It may here, however,
be observed, that the strict discipline kept up among the British
troops, afforded few occasions to the inhabitants of Spain, or even of
France, of complaint against them. The latter, however, had ample
reason to expect, and they certainly did expect, a full measure of
retaliation for all the evils which their countrymen had carried into
the Peninsula. The Marquess of Wellington foresaw this, and pro-
vided ‘against it by a general order to the following effect: « The
Commander of the Forces is particularly desirous that the inhabi-
tants should be well treated. Officers and soldiers must recollect that
their nations are at war with France solely because the ruler of
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the French nation will not allow them to be at peace, and is
desirous of forcing them to submit to his yoke; and they must
not forget that most of the evils suffered by the enemy, in his
profligate invasion of Spain and Portugal, have been occasioned by
the irregularities of his soldiers, and their cruelties, authorized and
encouraged by their chiefs, towards the unfortunate and peaceful
inhabitants of the country. To avenge this conduct upon the
peaceable inhabitants of France would be unmanly, and unworthy
of the nations to whom the Commander of the Forces now ad-
dresses himself.”

There certainly was, however, a strong desire, more particularly on
the part of the Spaniards and Portuguese, to inflict on the natives of
France some of those evils which both nations had so severely felt
at the hands of the French troops; and notwithstanding the
humane order of the Marquess of Wellington, many outrages were
committed, and sometimes under the immediate eye of the officers,
without the latter using their authority to  prevent them, But
on this being made known to the Commander-in-Chief, he not only
reiterated his former order, but reprimanded some, and sent others
home to be dealt with as the Prince Regent might think fit, adding
to his former order, that « the Commander of the Forces is deter-
mined not to command officers who will not obey his orders.”

From this time, the most rigid discipline was observed, and the
utmost respect paid to the persons and property of the enemy;
so much so, that one of their own officers, in his account of the
peninsular war, is compelled to admit, that the combined armies
treated the French with mildness, and paid for every article put
under requisition, while his own countrymen made no ceremony
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in taking from the inhabitants whatever they wanted, without ever
intending to pay for them; but then the English, he says, ob-
served this good conduct, because they were afraid that, had they
acted otherwise, they would have excited .the indignation of his
counfrymen*.

The scenery at Endarlacha is remarkably picturesque, the sides
of the mountains being here more than usually diversified with wood
and reck. The post-house stands at the foot of the mountain on
the right bank, close to the ford of the river, which is indicated in
the annexed view by some figures crossing it. In this view, the
. mountain nearest on the right, stands in the province of Gui-
puscoa. - The mountain forming the back ground in Navarre;
whilst the rocky slope, on the left, shews the point which marks
the frontiers of France and Spain. At the foot of the mountain
opposite, the valley of the Bidassoa forms a sudden bend to the
left, in the direction of Bera. It is here that the road to Lezaca
quits that which leads to Bera, by a long succession of zig-zags
to the summit of the opposite mountain; from which, there is a
commanding prospect into the Valley of Cinco-villas, encircled by
a range of lofty peaks, gradually increasing in height towards the
centre of the chain. ,

The whole of the neighbouring country is rich in iron mines,
and foundries for smelting the ore; and its inhabitants are chiefly
employed in the manufacture of that metal. The district of the
Cinco-villas is intersected by ridges of rocky mountains, separating
the five towns, from'which it takes its name, from each other. The

* Précis Hlstonque de la Guerre d’Espagne et de Portuga.l, de 1808 a 1814. Par
Auguste Carel, Chef dé Battaillon, &c.
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chief town is Lezaca, where the Marquess of Wellington had his
head-quarters, till the left wing of the army crossed the Bidassoa;
he then removed to Bera. The whole district comprises a tract
of country of about eighteen miles in length and nearly as many
in width. It is traversed by the Bidassoa, and communicates with
the fertile valley of Bastan along the direction of the river, which,
emerging from this valley, takes a large sweep round the base of
the mountain of Atalza by St. Estevan in the Valley of Lerins,
and then assuming a northern course, enters this district.

The Valley of Bastan, at the head of which the Bidassoa takes
its rise, is the most populous tract of country which borders on
that river: its inhabitants have been estimated at seven thousand.
Maya, situated near the head of the valley, is called a royal town.
the remaining two are named Elissondo and Irrueta, Besides
several villages, there are numerous villas scattered: over- the
whole of this romantic and beautiful vailey. It was here that the
Biscayan merchants were wont to retire from aetive business, to
enjoy the delights' of rural life; and hence a degree of opulence
was still visible in the appearance of the peasantry around, net
usually seen in such secluded and mountainous regions. It abounds
in rich pasturage and productive orchards, but the vine is rarely seen.
"Prior to the war, it was well stocked with sheep and horned cattle.
The mountains which bound this valley, consist of a ‘loﬁy range,
enveloping it on all sides, except on that which borders the course
of the Bidassoa. By these mountains it is separated, on the north,
from the Pays de Labourt; on the west, from the Cinco-vj]]as; on
the south, from the Valley of Lanz ; and on the east, from the Valley
of Los Aldudes and Baygorry, by the steep ridge of the Mountain
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of Haussa. The highest point of this ridge is elevated upwards of
four thousand feet above the level of the sea.

Many of those who took delight in mountain scenery, and few
there are who are not impressed with that feeling, sometimes were
tempted to prolong their rambles beyond what strict prudence
would have warranted. The Pyrenean chain can scarcely be said
to have been examined by the botanist or geologist. A few notices
are given by Townsend, but Raymond and La Perouse are the
only two who have ascended the highest summits with a view to
scientific information. The two highest points in the chain are
Mont Perdu and Canigou ; the former being nearly eleven thousand
feet above the surface of the sea, and the other not much lower.
From these peaked summits, towards each extremity of  the chain,
the height of the mountains declines to the Bay of Biscay and the
Mediterranean ; the declination to the latter being much more pre-
cipitous than that towards the Bay of Biscay, owing to their prox-
imity to the Mediterranean; whereas the slope towards the Bay of
Biscay is marked by the gradual decrease of elevation in the suc-
cessive mountains of Somme de Soube, elevated about ten thousand
feet ; Pic du Midi, about nine thousarid; Pic d’Anie, or A.bunga, about
seven thousand seven hundred ; Mont de Hory,about six thousand two
hundred ; Mont d’Orsansurietta, about four thousand eight hundred ;
Mont de Haussa, about four thousand; Mont la Rhune, about two
thousand eight hundred; and J aysquiBel, about one thousand seven
hundred feet above the level of the sea. A continuous ridge of moun-
tain may be traced, connecting the we<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>