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PREFACE‘
TO THE FIRST EDITION..

[

Tue determination. to submit this work. to the
public arose from the numerous memoirs on the,
war. in the Peninsula, published by French
officers, and the anpouncement of the gpeedy
appearance of more laboured productions on
the same subject, without any British officer,
stepping forward with a narratjye-of the actions
of his countrymen.-

It is constantly observed in the recntal of the
most ordinary events of life; that the details are
wade . to appear materially different by the
several actors; each indulging in animated de-
scription of the scenes in which he was per-
sonally engaged, and, through ignorance, either
misrepresenting or passing over. in'silence the
part borne by others. This unintentional devi-
ation from equity applies with double force to
thé writings of belligerent nations, as, however
pure the intentions of the authors, a variety of
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incidents creditable to the hostile force must be
imperfectly understood, or altogether unknown
‘to them; and consequently it serves consider-
ably to enhance the martial reputation of a peo-
ple, that its own narratives should be implicitly
received, even if drawn up with all possible at-
tention to candour. It will therefore readily
be conceived that such an advantage is carried
to an undue extent in France, when most of the
writings which have appeared respecting the
war in the Peninsula, are avowedly attempts to
sustain the reputation of particular individuals,
or to uphold the deeds of particular armies, and
consequently written under the bias of personal
as well as national feeling. Passing through
such refracting mediums every action and cir-
cumstance is distorted. Severity of examina-
tion is, however, in some degree averted by
the avowal of the motives which actuated the
authors; and the knowledge that many of the
chiefs, whom their writings were framed to
eulogize, are already removed from the enjoy-
ment of praise, and that the troops, whose merit
they were intended to exalt, have been nearly
exterminated, serves further to repress the ex-
posure of their errors, and has hitherto gained
uncontradicted currency for their statements.
‘Other writings, of a different description, on .
the samme subject, appeared during the tempo-
rary reinstatement of the imperial rule, framed
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chiefly with a view to raise the confidence and
reanimate the courage of the troops, by deceiv-
ing them into a belief that, though collectively
unfortunate, they had ever been individually
victorious. The exaggerations for this purpose
are so gross and palpable as to carry their own
detection, and their currency, it may be hoped,
will be nearly as evanescent.as the government
they were intended to upholdx :

A History of the War in Spain,. ongmally
published in England, is of a third description,
and is more calculated to mislead than either of
the former, as the author, without the apology
of country or friends to support, has, under an
ostentatious affectation of candour, well .suc-
ceeded in giving a false colouring.to all he
relates; extraordinary boldness' of assertion
throughout being rendered plausible by reasén-
ing founded on extreme ignorance of the locali-
ties, and of the details of his subject.

The tendency of these writings, however
more or less vitiated the source from wlence
they flow, or however transient their duration,
is unquestionably to shake that universally
high - opinion formed of the Portugueze and
British military from their suceess in the Penin-
sula; for what disinterested or impartial man,
after reading of such gross blundeérs, such want
of erterprize, such ignorance of the art of war
as 'is' imputed to thein, and to their com-
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mander, on each separate occasior, does not
feel his opinion of their merit diminished, and
almost regret their general success over oppo-
nents represented as so much braver, and so
much more skilful? Now, as local knowledge
and personal observation are necessary to the
detection of many of these delusions, is it not too
probable, unless the future historian shall have
it in his power to contrast the French state-
ments with others of equal or similar authority,
that they may, in a few years, be admitted as
facts,. and the details of a series of brilliant
triumphs furnish lanrels only to the van-
quished? These considerations are submitted
as an apology for a soldier’s stepping out of his
line to undertake a task for which he feels
himself little qualified.

. It is not intended by. the foregoing observa-
tions to impuse wilful misrepresentation to the
French officers; prejudice and personal feeling
frequently.-blinding the judgment and pervert-
ing. the understanding, as is strongly exempli
fied in the-writings of our own countrymen re-
specting itheir allies; many of which by actors
in the scene, and penned at the moment, must
be. considered expressions of genuine feeling,
as.well. as. ocular testimony of passmg events:
A most striking .instance of this: delusion is
found in the various accouuts ef the trdin of
disasters which preceded the fall of a mruch
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esteemed. officer at the coimmencement of the

war. Every sufferer on that occasion taxed
the natives with having been in some mode or
other the authors of his misfortunes; and the
numerous military friends of that respected
chief, influenced by his desponding feelings,
and desirous to.exonerate his conduct and sus-
tain his reputation, even went farther, repre-
senting the Spaniards not only as apathetic
and cowardly, but as totally devoid of good
will; and. to such extent did natiomal vanity
warp the good sense of the peoplé of England,
that these aspersions were most implicitly re-
ceived, and most loudly echoed, at the moment
when the Galicians were offering the noblest
vindication of their character, by expelling,
and nearly annihilating the intruders.

Even to this hour the statements of the Bri-
tish officers have left an impression unfavour-
able . to those mountaineers, notwithstanding
that time and more happy events have so far
softened down personal and national feeling,
that we inquire with astonishment” how such
prejudices could have arisen, and .on what
"ground it was expécted that an unarmed pea-
santry should oppose the French at the moment
when ' the finest troops ‘they ever beheld, or,
perhaps, that ever: were seen, which they re-
garded as invincible, and which they dignified
with every vaunting appellation, deemed them-
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selves incapable of deferding their passes for a-
moment, and were seeking safety in hurried
retreat to their ships.

* The injustice of taxing the population of
Galicia with cowardice and want ef good will,
was, however, paralleled by similar illiberality
on their part towards the whole British army
for the misfortunes of a single corps. At Co-
runna, nearly to the conclusion of the war, the
inhabitants, (particularly the ladies,) when
speaking of the British, after eulogizing their
appearance, their deportment, their figure, their
dress, invariably concluded by exclaiming,
« What a pity such fine well-lookmg men
should be afraid to fight!’

. Prejudices are thus found deeply rooted on
all sides, and the endeavour to dissipate them
. by exposure would lead to endless controversy;
no attempt is therefore made in this work to
analyse or refute the writings of others, the
actions of the contending parties being simply
narrated. without other object or:colouring than
the author’s belief. This, however, on many
points, is so much at variance with generally
received opinions, that he shall esteem himself
fortunate to escape suspicion of wilful misre-
presentation ; and he feels so strongly the proba-
bility that an impression of undue partiality
towards the allied Portugueze and British
-army may lessen the value of his narrative,
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that he thinks it advisable to offer a. few ex-
culpatory observations on the following points :

1st. The little mention made of the exertions
of the Spanish people subsequently to the first
burst of popular feeling.

2d. The omission of the details of nearly all
the battles fought by the Spaniards separately
against the French.

3d. The little credit latterly assigned to the

Guerrillas. .
. 4th. The unvaried failure of success attri-
buted to the efforts of the French against the
British, and the reverse as attendingthe efforts
of the British against the French.

Although the writer, from strict adherence
to a belief founded on great opportunities of
personal observation, totally denies the Spani-
ards the credit of those acts of hostility attri-
buted to them by many others, as arising from

_an enthusiasm regardless of consequences, he
is far from undervaluing an enmity always con-
stant, always in activity, carried on with
policy, and under great deception. It will,
however, readily be perceived that a few scat-
tered instances of the former would give more
scope for detail than successive years of the
latter conduct. As the blast of the tempest, or
the raging of the whirlwind, though local in
their action, and transient in their duration,
offer many descriptive particulars, whilst the
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genéral desolation produced: by the silent pro-
gress- of evils far more calamitous, can only be
marked by a summary of their results—so it is
with the opposition of the Spanish people to
the French armies, infinitely more fatal in its
effects than brilliant in its operation. The
writer therefore considered it better to make
this preliminary admission of the great benefit
which accrued to the allied armies from the
general good will of the inhabitants, than to in-
terrupt the military narrative by the introduc-
tion of the various instances of it within his
knowledge, which, though highly creditable to
individuals, had only a secondary influence
on the event of the operation, and would prove
of little interest to the reader.

The reasons for omitting the details of most
of the actions fought by the Spanish armies,
would be most satisfactorily explained by an
appeal to the French officers, were it practi-
cable, many of them having stated to the writer,
that their greatest victories were nearly blood-
less to themselves; various Spanish officers of
distinction admit the fact; such is the testi-
mony of several British officers who had op-
portunities of ascertaining the reality; and the
writer has had ocular proof of the ease with
which the French obtained more than one of
their principal successes. A judgment from
these data forms the scale on which he rates
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the Spanish actions; he could not therefore
conscientiously copy details or reports of a
scientific combination of dispositions and tac-
tics ending in such trifling results. The wri-
ter is far from wishing to depreciate the great
merit of the Spaniards collectively and indivi-
dually; on the contrary, he finds much diffi-
culty in' checking the - enthusiasm in their
favour, which their steady perseverance and
unshaken fortitude are so calculated to inspire;
and he intends no disparagement to that de-
serving people by representing, that want of
good officers, of organization, and of discipline,
rendered their regular armies unfit to contend
with the French. The Spaniards are naturally
brave, hardy, and patient: their infantry, pre-
viously to its overthrow at the battle of Ro-
croy, though alloyed by an intermixture of
various nations, was the admiration of Europe
for its firm and steady courage; and their con-
duct on the heights of St. Marcial, when the
beforementioned defects had been very par-
tially remedied, proves that with due attention
it may be rendered so again.

Sufficient has been said of the Guerrillas in
the narrative for the reader to form his own
judgment of their merits; lest, however the
writer should have given an impression of their
utility below his real opinion, he will state it
in a few words:—whilst acting in small bodies,
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their efficiency, and the advantage drawn from
them, could not be too highly valued; when
united into large corps, they had all the incon-
veniences of regular armies without their good
qualities. '

. The last point requires a more full examina-
tion, as strong suspicion of want of candour
must naturally attach to the narrative of an
officer of a rival nation, which, in seven active
campaigns, denies one solitary triumph overhis
countrymen to those generals by whose tactics,
and to those troops by whose prowess, every .
opponent had been previously overcome.

The talents of the French commanders are
admitted to the fullest extent: they frequently
displayed the greatest ability, and the powerful
armies entrusted to their charge were often
manceuvred with peculiar skill; and so far is
the writer from possessing any illiberality of
feeling towards them, that he will venture an
apology for their want of success against the
British in the early periods of the war, by sta-
ting what he considers to have been the prin-
cipal cause.

For fifteen years preceding that time ‘the
conscription laws had reigned in France with
irresistible sway; every public and every pri-
vate interest had sunk before them, and under
their unrelenting grasp the entire male popu-
lation of the country had been marshalled
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against the surplus population of other states,
and, consequently, in French military enter-
prises - the object of least solicitude was the
preservation of human life. Trained under
such a system, their commanders in Spain
were little fitted to appreciate that combina-
tion of prudence and boldness so happily
blended in the conduct of their opponent:
reasoning only on their own ideas of the value
of men, they were constantly deceived by his
unvarying steadiness in pursuing the object
marked out for himself; never sacrificing his
troops for the chance of converting a certain
into a more brilliant result; but, whenever
requisite, resorting to the boldest measures,
and deeming no loss nor hazard too great to
ensure success. Their own dispatches bear
ample proof of their having been the dupes of
the former conduct The passage of the
Douro in 1809; the siege of Rodrigo, imme-
diately after having relinquished the blockade;
the still more arduous attack of Badajos; and -
the unexampled boldness of the march on
Almaraz, are unquestionable examples of the
latter; each deceiving the French commanders,
and succeeding by a great, but well-judged
temerity.

The strongest exemplification, however, is
to be drawn from the action of Fuentes de
Honor, fought to gain possession of Almeida
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soon after the conclusion of Marshal Massena’s
retreat out of Portugal. That officer, after
spending five months near Lisbon, fruitlessly
offering battle under the most disadvantageous
circumstances, till his forces were completely
disorganized and half wasted away, little ex-
pected that the moment his army was recom-
posed, reinforced, and again formidable, he
should find his prudent competitor suddenly
transformed into the boldest of adversaries,
offering battle on most disadvantageous ground,
and with retreat nearly impracticable. ' In the
one case, the object in view was certain of
being attained without risk ; in the other, the
prize could only be gained by bazarding all.
This contrasted conduct offers the highest dis-
play of prudence,  judgment, and boldness,
forming so pure an example of the legitimate
use of battles, as must have been incompre-
hensible to. the French commanders of the
revolution, and by such they were constantly
foiled, and the snperior. force under their com-
mand rendered of no awail. -

. "The merit of the French troops is also fully
admitted. The soldiers, which originally com-
posed the French armies in. Spain, become
veterans in a succession of victories, were cer-
tainly excellent, something superior to those
composing the generality of armies: they dis-
played a degree of firmness from disciplined
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couiage and individual confidence, which on
many océcasions.excited the admiration of their
opponents; -the eolumns .of attack at‘Talavera,
at Albuera, and even, in the Pyrenees, were
apparently as firm, and as intrepid, as the ce-
lebrated Grecian phalanx ; -and in their patient
endurance of privations, particularly in Portu-
gal, they evinced a steady attachment to their
country;-and to their chiefs, beyond the ordi-
hary patriotism of modern soldiers. Never-
theless the. most diligent research furnishes no
instance of the French having, at theé. conelu-
sion_of any of the several general actions in
the Peninsula, retained possession of any prin-
cipal -pest, or prominent. feature of ground,
previvusly oceupied by the British ; nor, in
their defensive:general actions, of their having
mgdintained any position from which the Bri-
tish made an effort to dislodge them. On this
simple and plain fact, so open to refutation if
untrue, the writer rests his exculpation from
unfairness, and, without further.comment, snb-
mits it to the reader as the standard on which
to form his own opinion of the comparative
merit of the troops of the two nations.
~ Unconscious of -any particular bias or feel-
ing, the writer has endeavoured, from his ‘own
observation, and a correspondence with officers
of discernment and judgment, to draw up a
faithful and impartial military account of the
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late war in Spain, Portugal, and the South of
France. As little as is consistent with clear-
ness has been said on other subjects, and few
opinions have been hazarded. No fact has
been admitted without the strictest investiga-
tion: in consequence a variety of current
anecdotes have been rejected which might
have enlivened and embellished the narrative.
Many errors, however, he fears, may have
glided into the composition: some accidental
omissions of minor occurrences he has himself
observed; all he claims credit for is general
correctness and strict impartiality, that the
reader who deems the work deficient in enter
tainment or information shall have no cause to
complain of being imposed upon or misled ;
and that the historian may find an unvarnished
tale on which safely to rely when handing
down to posterity the events of the proudest
zra in the military history of Great Britain.

Cambray, 19th July, 1817.

|
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TO THE SECOND EDITION.

THe first Edition of this work was exhausted
within a twelvemonth from its publication;
since which period professional duties have
occupied the time and mind of the Author,
leaving him little leisure to re-consider his
subject, and have occasioned the delay which
has taken place in the appearance of a second
Edition.

As correctness can alone give value to a
military narrative, the Author has not scrupled
in his revision to change the text wherever
judged erroneous, either in opinion or facts
and several officers of rank having pointed out
various inaccuracies and omissions with respect
to the troops under their command, they have
equally been rectified ; he has also had the
good luck to obtain some authentic documents
which have enabled him to detail the particu-
lars of many occurrences only simply men-
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tioned in the first edition, and which has
swelled the work into two volumes. In this
enlarged state, the Author is still far from
considering his publication a complete history,
but till such appear, he trusts that it will be
found useful, as a connected and faithful nar-
rative of the military eperations in the Penin-
sula.
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CHAPTER L

Friendly Relations between Spain and France— Internal State of

" Spain—her severe Sufferings and Losses— Discontent of the
People—The Prince of the Peace endeavours to make Spain
assume an independent Attitude— Napoleon Buonaparte in cor-
sequence vows to supplant the Bourbon Dynasty by kis own~—

- Pretensions of the Buonaparte Family—Secret Treaty between
the Rulers of France and Spain to partition Portugal—their
combined Armies take Possession of Lisbon—A French Force
admitted into the northern Provinces of Spain as Friends—
Aggressice Demands of Napoleon— Popular Commotion at
Aranjuez—Charles abdicates, and Ferdinand is proclaimed
King—French Forces enter Madrid—Charles protests against
his Act of Abdication—Buonaparte makes himself Arbiter
between the Father and Sun—cajoles the Royal Family to
Bayonne—forces them to surrender their Rights, and sends
them for Security into France.

-Spa1n had been, for nearly a century, firmly
-attached to the interests of . France,.by the
double: tie of mnational alliance, ‘and a family
connection of the .sovereigns, when the over-
.throw of the government in the: latter country,
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CHAP. the expatriation of the nobles, the execution of

-~/

the king, and the ascendancy of the profligate
and unprincipled, severed every bond, and in-
duced her in 1793 to join an extended con-
federacy of the European states to repress a
convulsion which threatened the subversion of
all order in the civilized world. Her offensive
efforts proving unequal to the occasion, her
armies were discomfited at every point; and in
the second campaign, her frontier provinces
being overrun by the republican levies, she con-
cluded a treaty of peace with the Convention,
followed, the ensuing summer, by an alliance
offensive and defensive against England; from
which period, under all the various changes of
rulers in France, she never wavered in her fide-

lity, nor deemed any sacrifice too great to fulfil

her engagements, and merit the good will of
her ally.

In aid of a maritime war at variance with her
vital interests, she saw, without a murmur, her
fleets destroyed, her treasures drained, her com-
merce annihilated ; and in 1801 ceded a valuable
possession, to arrange the terms of a general
pacification.

The tranquillity thus purchased might have
enabled her to restore her finances, and recover
her prosperity, had not France insisted on being
paid a monthly subsidy of twenty-four millions

.of reals in lien of active co-operation in the war,

which, in 1803, recommenced with England.
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Pecuniary aid being the most essential service CHAP.
Spain could render France, in a struggle likely | . ,
to be of long duration, the British cabinet, on
ascertaining that such an engagement had been
contracted, in order to prevent its fulfilment,
intercepted and detained, in view of Cadiz, a s oct.
squadron of frigates about to enter that port, 1804-
freighted with treasure from Mexico. This vio-

lent act of undeclared hostility, aggravated by

the unfortunate accident of the destruction of
~one of the vessels with its crew and passengers,

could not be compromised, and a declaration of

war by Spain was the consequence. Similar 19tk Dec.
losses and humiliation to those of the preceding
contest followed ; her ships were again swept off

the ocean, her ports were again blockaded, and

all communication with her colonies interrupted;

still she continued faithful to her engagements:

a strenuous attempt at reconciliation made by
England was rejected, and for two years she

freely sacrificed her dearest interests to the cause

of France.

Charles IV., the monarch at that time sway- Intemal
. state of

ing the sceptre of Spain, naturally of a weak spain.
and indolent disposition, had for many years left 1806.
the direction of affairs to an unprincipled favour-

ite, Manuel Godoy, who, educated in the middle

rank of society, and possessing no superior
talents, had, at the early age of twenty-four,
- through the criminal attachment of the Queen,

Bg
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.CHAP. and blind partiality of the King, been raised to
\‘L, the highest dignity, and entrusted with the most

1806.

important office in- the state. His ascendancy
over the royal minds constantly increasing, he
obtained, after a few years, a niece of his sove-
reign in marriage, from which moment his pre-
tensions knew no bounds,; -till at length, by ar-
rogance and contumely, having driven from the
public councils the Princes, the higher nobility,
and all those most eminent for superior talents,
or superior rectitude, he ruled despotically every
department of the state.* Under his sway, the
internal affairs of the country became as deplora-

‘ble as its external relations. Thenavy, reduced

to sixteen sail of the line in commission, was
altogether inefficient from want of. the most

* Don Manuel Godoy, born at Badajos'in 1768, of a poor
but noble family, was admitted into the royal guard, and ob-
‘tained the favour of the Queen and King from his talents at
singing and playing on the guitarre. Private gentleman of the
-guard in 1787, he was promoted to the rank of an officer in
1789, and rapidly passing through the inferior ranks, became,
in 1791, at the age of 23, AdJutant-General of the guard, Ma-~
jor-General in the army, and decorated with the grand cross
of the order of Charles 1II.  In 1792 he was promoted to Lieu-
tenant General, created Duke of Alcudia, and appointed prin-
cnpal becrctary of State, and knight of the Golden F leece.

In 1795 created Prince of the Peace.

1797 married Donna Maria. Tercsa of Bourbon, nigce of
the King.
1800 General of the army against Portugal.
1801 Grand Admiral of Castile.
1802 Generalissimo by land and sca.
<~ 1807 Lord High Admiral of Spain and the Indies.

In 1798 Godoy resloncd his official situation as principal
Secretary of Sfate, but continued to direct the affairs of the
nation under the name of the King.
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common stores for the equipment of the ships. CHAP.

The army, nominally, 83,000 infantry, and
18,000 cavalry, was almost in as bad a state from
malversation and the embezzlement of the funds
appropriated for its support; and the foitresses

I
1806

and coast defences were mouldering into decay

from utter neglect. Created Prince of the Peace
for concluding the treaty which rendered his
country subservient to France, Godoy hesitated
at no step, however unworthy, to give it perma-
nence: indeed every thing was perverted to the
furtherange of his private views: pensions were
heaped on his idle dependents, whilst those in
employment were unpaid; a profligate expendi-
ture supported his interests-at Madrid, and im-

mense sums were for the same purpese remitted

to Paris above the stipulated subsidy, till tax-
ation and credit failed to supply his profusion;
after which every fund, puhlic and private, was
arbitrarily seized, causing the ruin of thousands.
In 1805 an epidemic ravaged the south, the crops
failed in Castile, the maritime war precluded all

external supply, and distress became so univer- -

sal,as to bring upon the favourite the hatred and
execration of all classes, and to deprive Charles
of the respect and aftections of his people. At
length, in 1806, the public discontent so openly
manifested itself, that Godoy, fearing a popular
commotion, formed the project of ridding Spain
of the burthen of the French alliance, and restor-
ing her to peace and independence; under
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which idea, in the autumn, when Prussia as-
sumed an attitude hostile to France, he issued an
ambiguous proclamation, calling on all loyal
Spaniards to come forward with contributions,
and rally in arms round their Sovereign.

This unexpected appeal to the patriotism and
energies of the nation excited the utmost asto-
nishment among all classes ; but, the motivesand
objects of it being involved in complete mys-
tery, it produced no movement whatever. In-
deed scarcely had the proclamation circulated
over the distant provinces, when intelligence
was received of the brilliant success of the
French arms at Jena, which rendering the de-
signs of the Prince of the Peace precarious, he
hastened to countermand all his arrangements,
and to assure his ally that the intended arma-
ment was a measure purely defensive against
the Moors, who, instigated by England, were
preparing to invade Andalusia.

The Emperor Napoleon, being cngaged in a
contest of still doubtful issue, accepted the
explanation as- satisfactory; but his personal
jealousy of the Bourbons being heightened by a
feeling of national distrust, he from that moment
resolved on the deposition of Charles’s family,
and the substitution of his own on the throne
of Spain and the Indies; and immediately that
the signature of the peace of Tilsit restored tran-
quillity to the north, and left the French troops
free to act, he directed an army to assemble on
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the Garonne for that purpose. In the mean
while, he publicly expressed his approbation of
the conduct of the king of Spain, and treated
the Prince of the Peace with every mark of : re-
gard. This duplicity enabled him to solicit the
aid of an auxiliary force, which was. granted
without suspicion, and 13,000 of the chaicest
Spanish troops, under the Marquis de la Romana,
were separated from the protection of their
" country, and marched into France.

. Napoleon Buonaparte, from the temporary
appointment of First Consul of the French re-
public, had in eight years rendered the imperial
diadem of France and the iron crown of Italy
hereditary in his family; had conquered the

7
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Pretensions
of the Buo-
naparte
family.

throne of Naples for his elder brother; had con-

verted the republic of Holland and the country
adjoining Westphalia into kingdoms for two
others ; had deprived their possessors of Guas-
talla and Piombino, to form principalities for his
sisters ; had gained by treaty the grand duke-
dom of Berg for a brother-in-law, and the prin-
cipalities of Neufchatel and Ponte Corvo for
favourite marshals. These and other numerous
acts of aggrandizement being patiently acqui-
esced in, a feeling was becoming general that
the Buonaparte family was destined to unite all
surrounding nations into one great confederacy
subservient to France, and the government was
successfully inculcating the belief that any poli-
tical change which advanced that object was
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imperious : indeed, at this time, the annexation
to the empire of every desirable territory began
to.be openly avowed, and satisfactorily justified
to-the French nation on that plea. With regard
to Spain, however, it could not be brought for-
ward, as no change in the government was
likely to render her a more devoted ally, and the
minds of ‘men were not yet sufficiently dazzled
by the ascendancy of ‘the imperial family, as to
approve an act of barefaced injustice merely
for the personal gratification of its members.
Nor would the imbecility of the monarch, and.
the misrule of the favourite, however strongly
demanding an internal reform, justify, in the
eyes of the world, the interference of a foreign
power. Hitherto, no very unworthy political
deed had sullied the reign of Napoleon; most
of his spoliations had been the result of success-
ful warfare or of open treaty; he had raised
France to her commanding greatness by fair
military skill and combination, under the cha-
racter of repelling aggression, and had governed
her with an attention to constitutional forms,
unpractised by her kings. He had, conse-~
quently, much character to sustain in this new.
transaction; but, unfortunately for his future
reputation, a vigilant police, and rigid censorship
of the press, had liberated him from the salutary
restraint imposed by consideration for the opi-
nions of a free and enlightened public, and craft
being the natural bias of his'disposition, and en-
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tering almost systematically into his designs and
actions, he had recourse to it on this occasion. -

As the first step towards the execution of his
scheme, and to lessen the odium of dethroning
an unoffending Prince, he induced Charles, in
the autumn of the year, through the secret
agency of the Prince of the Peace, ta conclude
a treaty with France, conjointly to seize upon
and partition Portugal into three- principalities,
to the ‘exclusion of the Braganza family; one
principality to be given in sovereignty to the
favourite on the conclusion of peace with Eng-
land, but till that event, the whole kingdom to
be provisionally occupied by the troops of the
two nations; the colonies to be equally divided
between the contracting parties.

The country thus doomed to be blotted from
the list of kingdoms, and to be despoiled of its

foreign possessions, was, under the regency of

John, Prince of Brazil, solely occupied in the
pursuit of a peaceful and. extended commerce,
reposing her security on the honourable fulfil-
ment of a treaty of neutrality, formally renewed
by Buonaparte in 1804, which, though recipro-
cally advantageous, had burthened Portugal with
the payment of an excessive annual contribution
to France. Towards Spain she had, in the early
periods of the war, proved herself a faithful ally,
and the reigning families were connected by
bload .and a matrimonial umion. -

- . The :proposed measure was .consequently a
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total violation of honour and good faith, placing
the actors on a level, and affording Napoleon
incalculable advantages in the prosecution of his
meditated perfidies ; as the Spanish monarch, in
becoming a party to such an engagement, de-
prived himself of all appeal to the sympathy of
Europe, and the Prince of the Peace, through
the lure held out to his ambition, became a
devoted instrument in his hands.

The steps taken in fulfilment of the treaty
were equally marked by deceit and injustice.
In the middle of the summer, in order to create
a pretext for quarrel or further extortion, a de-
mand had been made by Napoleon, that the har-
bours of Portugal should be closed against the
ships of England, by the first day of September,

_ and that all English subjects residing in Portugal

15th.

16th Oct.

214.

should be imprisoned, and their property confis-
cated, an embargo being at the same moment
most unjustifiably laid on every Portugueze ves-
sel in the ports of France and Holland. These
demands were now repeated in the most peremp-
tory style in the joint names of the two con-
tracting sovereigns, under the threat of imme-
diate hostilities in case of refusal.

The Prince Regent, unable to resist such
powerful dictators, and finding negociation fruit-
less, submissively acquiesced in all their demands
compatible with national honour, ordering every
Englishman to quit his dominions, closing his
ports on their commerce, and directing the march
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of his troops to the coast to enforce his com-
mands.—Without, however, waiting to ascertain
the resolves of the Portugueze government, two
days after the preliminaries of the treaty of par-
tition were adjusted, and before their ratification,
the advance of a French army of 25,000 infantry
and 3000 cavalry crossed the Bidassoa, to carry
its provisions into effect ; and the flower of the
Spanish army, to the amount of the stipulated
contingent, was concentrated on different points
to accompany its march.

At this moment, a schism in the royal family
of Spain excited the surprise of Europe, and for
a short time diverted public attention from the
proceedings of the French. Ferdinand, Prince
of the Asturias, being apprehensive that in the
event of the death of his father, whose health
was considered on the decline, the favourite,
with whom he was in deadly enmity, might en-
deavour, by means of his high family connections
and varied influence, to retain the powers of go-
vernment in his hands, had throughout the sum-
mer been making arrangements to prevent it,*
and courting the friendship of the Marquis de
Beauharnais, the French ambassador, as a coun-
terpoise. At the instigation of the latter, the
prince was induced early in October to write to
Napoleon, soliciting the honour of being permit-

# Among other acts, the prince gave a commission as Gene-
ralissimo with unlimited powers to the Duke del Infantado, to
be in force from the moment of Charles’s decease.
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CHAP. ted to ally himself in marriage with the imperial
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App. 3.

30th Oct.

29th.

5th Nov.

family.* This demand was treated with silent
indignity ; but the transaction being discovered
by Godoy it was made known to Charles in an-
anonymous communication, which imputed the
most criminal motives to the Prince: in conse-
quence Ferdinand was rudely arrested on the
evening of the 28th October, in his apartments
at ‘the Escurial, his papers were seized, his
friends thrown into prison, and himself de-
nounced in the Court Gazette as. guilty of high
treason. The guards watching the palace were
the same day doubled, additional troops were

“brought into the city, and such other precau-

tionary measures taken as are usual at a moment
of imminent danger. Charles was so persuaded
of the existence of an organized conspiracy, that
he instantly wrote to his ally Napoleon, commu-
nicating in terms of the bitterest anguish his
irritated feelings at the unnatural conduct of his
son, expressing his determination to exclude
him from the succession, and soliciting the aid
of his friend’s advice as to the conduct of so deli-
cate a proceeding. A week subsequently, how-
ever, on an examination of the papers seized, the
transaction appearing in its true colours, and the

* ¢« T conferred o this subject (the marriage) with the Count
de Beauharnais, tlh‘Ollgh whom his Highness had received, on
the part of the Emperor, some secret proposals.” Exposition of
the Motives whick engaged Ferdinand V11, to go to Bayonne, par
Don Juan Escoiquez, Counsellor of State. :
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Prince having addressed letters to his father and
-mother expressive of his contrition, and imput-
ing his error to the bad councils of the Dukes of
Infantado, San Carlos and others, the feelings of
a parent resumed their sway, and a royal decree
was promulgated for his enlargement from re-

13
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5th Nov.

straint, but directing his advisers to be tried by

-a commission of eleven members of the Council
of Castile. . These upright judges had the probity
to declare them innocent of  any treasonable in-
tention; nevertheless, they were severally ba-
-nished into different provinces by the arbitrary
cdict of the sovereign. Such, however, was the
overpowering influence of Napoleon, that in the
statement of this affair submitted to the public,
no mention was permitted to be made of the let-
ter addressed to him by Ferdinand, nor of the
part borne by the French ambassador; so that
the transaction passed altogether as a court in-
trigue, and served further to discredit the royal
family in the public estimation.

General Junot, the commander of the French
forces, whilst traversing Spain, held out the most
flattering assurances of friendship towards Por-
ttugal, proclaiming his sole object to be the eman-
cipation of the government from the yoke of
England, to enable it to assert its own inde-
pendence. Either deceived by this language, or
to remove all pretext for the intruders crossing
.the frontier, the Regent, on the 5th November,
.ordered a full -compliance with the mandate he

March of

General Jo-

not towards
isbon.
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had received, everywhere seizing the effects of
the English, and putting under restraint the per-
sons of those who still lingered in the country.
In cousideration of the intimate alliance so
long subsisting between the two nations, and
the dire necessity thatdrove the Regent to issue
his former edict, it was not regarded by the Bri-
tish government in the light of a hostile proceed-
ing; but they caused it at the time to be notified
to Portugal, that any further act of submission
to France would be treated as a declaration of
war, and to give weight to the menace, a squa-
dron under Sir Sydney Smith was sent to cruize
off the Tagus. In consequence of this resolution
Lord Strangford, the British envoy, on the ap-
pearance of the last mentioned decree, retired on
board the admiral’s ship; the port was strictly
blockaded, and all Portugueze vessels captured.
In this state of active hostility the two nations
continued, the prince increasing in acts of rigour
towards the English, till he found that no con-
cession retarded the march of the French; that
they had already entered Abrantes, and that
they would soon appear before the capital.
Then, alarmed for his personal liberty, he medi-
tated to withdraw from the scene, and endea-
voured to open an amicable correspondence with
the British envoy, who still remained on board
the squadron. Every preparation was hastily
completed for the removal of the court to the
Brazils, and the design was communicated to the
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people.in a royal proclamation; but local attach-
ments, the great age of the Queen, and a linger-
ing hope that. the invaders might still be ap-
peased by submission, kept the Regent from
taking any decisive step. At this period of
wavering uncertainty, the precipitate and ill-
judged declaration of Buonaparte, that the royal
family of Portugal had forfeited the throne, mast
opportunely arrived to fix his resolves.* The
Prince immediately named a council of Regen-
cy, and accompanied by the Queen with the
junior members of the royal family, embarked on
the following day, amidst a crowd of people, who
lined the shore in a stupor of amazement, many
shedding tears of regret, and all offering up fer-
vent prayers for his safety: adverse winds, how-
ever, prevented his sailing till the 29th.—Lord
Strangford had in the mean while been admitted
to an audience, and baving consigned to obli-
vion the cessation of friendship so recently an-

nounced, the admiral permitted the free passage

out of the river of eight sail of the line, four fri-
gates, four corvettes and a numerous fleet of
richly laden vessels, and also escorted the Prince
to his American dominions.

The regular army of Portugal exceeded fifty-
three thousand cavalry, infantry and artillery;

* In the Moniteur of the 12th November. The credit of its
timely arrival is due to the Count de Funchal, who forwarded
the decree to Lisbon by a vessel he caused to be hired at Fal-
mouth, which made the passage in five days. .

13

CHAP:
L.

1807.

Royal fami.
ly quit Por-
tugal.

27th Nov.

27th,

29th.



16

CHAP:
I.
o~/

1807.

Frenchar-
my amica-
bly aduit-
ted into Lis-
bon.

.'ACCOUNT OF THE, WAR

and, if permitted to'act, might readily have an-
nihilated the invaders during their.passage of the
mountains of Beira; over which they:marched
in three distinct columns, without artillery.and in
the most disorganized and deplorable condition:
indeed; so much did the difficulties of crossing
that rude and desolate tract surpass general ex-
pectation, that half of the troops sunk under the
exertion, and being lefton the road, were indebted
for existence to the humanity of the natives.*
The Prince, however, deeming it impolitic
to be the first to unsheath the sword, endea-
voured, to the latest moment, to ward off the
blow: by negociation, and even on his departure
commanded his subjects to receive the intruders
as friends. The spirit of the people -being from
these causes compromised, all quietly submitted,
and General Junot, at the head of a small ad-
vanced guard,} was amicably received into Lis-
‘bon on the 30th November; his-troops con-
tinued to arrive in.small detachments during

~ the course of the following week: till the 9th

December, .when being: collected- in sufficient

* Relation de I'Expedition du:Portugal, faite en 1817 et
1808, par Le Baron Thicbault, Lieutenant General,.—Page 51.
) t+ Only 1500 fatigued troops, without a single cartridge in
‘their possessioti. A considerable portion of the French army
entered Abrantes so late as the 29th; the cavalry arrived there

‘on the 1st and 2d December, and the artillery not till the 3d

‘December. The main body marched from Alcantara, by Ros-
maninal, Castello-branco, Sobreira, Cortisada, Santo-Domingo,
to Abrantes.—Thiebault, pages 49 and 69.
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humbers, they relieved the Portugueze guards,
and assumed the military command of the city.
In similar manner were Spanish eolumns, during
the same period, admitted into Oporto and
Setuval, :
. The conduct of General Junot was at first
temperate and politic: fully appreclating the
peril of his situation in the midst of a spirited
and. patriotic people, whom he was cajoling out
of their independence, and who might, if unde:
ceived, readily overpower his weak and diss
persed forces, he not only . endeavoured, by
renewed professions of friendly views, to soothe
their feelings and allay their apprehensions; but
also obtained from the Patriarch, the Inquisitor-
general and most of the Bishops, pastoral ad:
dresses recommending quiet and obedience to
his orders. _ . : i
These ‘artifices, and the administration being
carried on with the customary forms, procured
a state of sullen franquillity for some. weeks;
during which time the intrusive army was col:
~ lected and re-organized, French garrisons were
established in the fortified places, twelve thou:
sand. of the best of the native troops were
marched into - Spain under the Marquis de
Alorna, the remainder. disbanded, the populas
tion disarmed, and many of the. most eminent or
popular characters selected to proceed to France
on a forced commission of compliment to Buo-
. VOL. I. . o c
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CHAP. naparte. Then, despising all opposition, General
I Junot threw aside dissimulation, and in the name
1808. ©of his master, on the 1st February, proclaimed
Indepen- “ the fate of Portugal is decided : its happiness
Porugal  for the future is assured, as Napoleon the Great
snnibiled: hag taken it under his all-powerful protection.
The Prince of Brazil, in abandoning the country,
has forfeited all his rights of sovereignty. The
house of Braganza has ceased to reign over Por-
tugal: the Emperor Napoleon wills that this
fine country shall henceforth be governed en-
tirely in his name by the General in Chief of
his army.” At the same time he dissolved the
Regency, and assuming - the supreme power,
( every wheredisplaced the insignia of Portugal by
those of France. This act was accompanied by
Dated b the promulgation of an imperial edict sequestring
Dec.1807. the estates of the royal family and of those
who accompanied them, and imposing on the
kingdom a contribution of one hundred millions
of francs “ for the ransom of every kind of pro-

perty belonging to individuals.”

The Spanish troops were thenceforward denied
the slightest authority over the provinces allotted
to them by the secret treaty, and the will of
General Junot was made the supreme law
throughout the country.—Previously, however,
to mentioning the ruinggs consequences of such
unjust and arbitrary proceedings, it is necessary
to narrate the contemporaneous events in Spain.

At the end of November, whilst every thing
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was inost perfeotly tranquil throughout the Pes ¢ HM9
ninsula, Buonaparte under pretext of supporting |

the armies in Portugal, notified to Charles that, 1807‘
in conformity with the secret convention, 40,000 g, .-
of his troops would immediately enter Spain.— Iiispre
This suspicious proceeding of his ally, in taking wardsSpain.
an unfair advantage of their agreement to intro-

duce an army into his kingdom, made Charles
perceive the imprudence of having united with

so powerful and so unprincipled a coadjutor;

and he endeavoured to propitiate his favour by
satiating his ambition; proposing, early in De-
cember, a matrimonial alliance between the

Prince of Asturias, heir to the crown, and a
female of the Buonaparte family. This offer
being-acceded to, in a letter from Milan, served

for a time to tranquillize the apprehensions of

the monarch, and influenced by his favourite,

whose expectation of a sovereignty blinded him

to the inevitable consequences of such conduct, 1808.
he did all in his power to facilitate the intruder’s His troops
obtaining the military command of the northern 2°f,.L',?:i',;“
provinces of the kingdom, and his authority ™™
enabled the French commanders, by a combina- Vidlence

tion of cunning, duplicity and force, to seize the gies s e

four principal fortresses within' the Pyrenees, Frenchcom
viz. St. Sebastian, Pamplona, Figueras and Bar-

celona.* These were immediately strongly gar-

* In proof of this statement, it is quoted from the History
of the War published by order of Ferdinand VILI., that General
c2
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CHIA P. risoned, and as no arrangement was made on
o~ the frontier toascertain the force of the different

1808.

Armagnac, after being some time in the town of Pamplona,
asked permission to lodge in the citadel two Swiss battalions
of whose faith he pretended to have doubts, and being refused,

. contrived to obtain possession of that post by concealing,

during the night, three hundred men in his own quarters,
which were immediately opposite the gate of the citadel,
where the issués of bread were made to the French by parties

- of thirty at a time: about eight in.the morning the first party

of thirty..went as usual, and by.talking to and -amusing the
Spanish guard, contrived to seize their arms: they then re-
mained on the bridge till the 300 men from General Arma-
gnac’s house rushed in and obtained possession of the citadel,
on the morning of the 17th February, 1807.

*- General Duhesme entered Catalonia by Junquera on the
4th January, without any previous notification; and - was
amicably received into the town of Barcelona: after some
time he obtained permission to mount an equal number of men
with the Spaniards on guard at the gate of the citadel: he
then proclaimed that he had orders to march on Cadiz, and, as
a preliminary, reviewed his troops on the esplanade of the
citadel. During the review,on a preconcerted signal, the French
kept at bay the Spanish half of the guard, whilst the troops
under review ran in and overpowered the garrison,.on the 28th
February, 1807.

Alvarez, afterwards renowned for his defence of Gerona,
commanded in Mont Juich, and having drawn up the bridge
and threatened. to fire.on the French, a forged or real order
from the government at Madrid was produced for their-ad-
mittance, which being in due form, he felt obliged to obey it,
on the 1st March.
~ General Thouvenot, under pretence of obtaining security
for his sick and magazines, was admitted into the .castle of
San Sebastian on the 3d March;.in opposmon to the governor,

‘by an order from the court.
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divisions  as they passed, additional troops were cHap:

introduced at pleasure, and a disposable army
formed of 70 or 75,000 men, which, under the
~command of Marshal Murat, was, in March,
concentrated round Vitoria, in readiness, at the
required moment, to enter Madrid, and prepare the
subjugation of the whole Peninsula. The Spa-
nish army, on the contrary, reduced to 43,000 in-
fantry, and 12,000 cavalry, by the auxiliary
corps in France and Portugal, and by a dispro-
portioned force stationed in the Balearic Islands,*
was divided into numerous- garrisons and small
detachments, so as nowhere to present a body
capable of any serious resistance.

To lull suspicion till the French troops had
obtained firm footing in the country, Buonaparte
treated Charles, personally, with flattering atten-
tion ; sending him presents of valuable horses,

At Figueras a similar attempt, such as succeeded at Barce-
lona, was repulsed by the Spaniards drawing up the bridge, on
the 16th March :—two days subsequently, on the demand of
the.French General, a body of refractory conscripts were ad-
mitted into the town for security, who, proving to be faithful
soldiers in disguise, seized the gates, and let in a French regi-
ment, on the 18th March.

* 10,600 infantry and

2400 cavalry in the north under the Marquis de la Ro-
mana.
21,000 infantry and
2400 cavalry, auxiliaries in Portugal.
8500 infantry and

1700 cavalry in the Balearic Islands.
c3

I

1808.
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writing to him in the most friendly mammer on
the proposed union between their families, and
promising to visit him in person. Then having
derived all the advantage he could expect from
the influence of his credulous ally, he suddenly
dropped the mask : assuming the language of a
superior, and claiming Portugal as his own, he
demanded that a secure military communication
should be accorded to his armies, or that king-
dom be received in exchange for an equivalent
territory adjoining to France. In conferences
between his ministers and Izquierdo, plenipo-
tentiary of Spain, and confidential agent of the
Prince of the Peace at Paris, it was proposed
that the treaty of alliance between the two
countries should be revised; that Napoleon
should be made a party to a fresh settlement
of succession to the crown; that the French
should have the exclusive liberty of trading to
the colonies on an equal footing with .the
Spaniards, with many similar sacrifices, proving
the determination to reduce Spain to the con-
dition of a vassal state; and having impressed
the agent with a belief that the sceptre could
only be retained by Charles’s family under such
degrading concessions, that an amicable resigna-
tion of his authority would be preferable, he
was dispatched to Madrid in the beginning of
March to communicate his feelings and his fears
to his employer.
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This communication awakened the Prince of
the Peace to a full sense of the imprudence he
had ‘counselled : he perceived that he had given
his sovereign an inexorable master, who, admit-
ting no personal consideration to interfere with
the constantly growing projects of his insatiable
ambition, would speedily drive him from the
throne, when his own influence being no longer
‘useful, he would also in his turn be sacrificed.
Therefore, as the most probable means for
Charles to retain the kingly dignity, and him-
self supreme power, he meditated the removal
of the seat of government to Mexico, and to
gain time, sent back Izquierdo with letters ex-
pressive of his readiness to acquiesce in all the
wishes of Napoleon. Preparations for the de-
parture of the court to Seville were then secretly
completed, and instructions communicated to
the Spanish commanders in Portugal to concen-
trate their forces on the same point. The royal
family had assembled at Aranjuez, troops were
collected for their escort, the determination of
the king had been notified to his ministers, and
the day for commencing the journey had arrived.
The Prince of Asturias, however, considering
Napoleon as favourable to his interests, decided
not to follow in the train, and expressing that
determination to an officer of his guard, it soon

23
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* This occurrence is positively denied in the account of the

c4
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amongst the people followed ; the roads were
thronged witharmed parties throughout the night
toarresttheroyaltrain,and even the troopsshowed
themselves hostile to the measure. Charles, on
being made acquainted with the strong disappro-
bation expressed by all classes, relinquished the
undertaking and disavowed the intent, and the
same day, alarmed at the violence of a tumul-
tuous assembly of the people in the environs of
his palace, directed against the Prince of the
Peace, who was known to be the chief promoter’
of the meditated journey, he dismissed him from
the employment of generalissimo, and published
his resolve to take upon himself the personal
command of his forces. This concession led to
his own deposition : for the party hostile to the
favourite, emboldened by the insurrectionary
movements which were repeated with increased
violence on his losing his authority, threw him -
into a dungeon; then, taking advantage of the
general discontent of the nation and of the ab-
sence of his counsellor, they drew from Charles.
the resignation of his crown, on the evening of
the 19th March, and instantly declared the
Prince of Asturias King Ferdinand VII.

The only semblance of a constitutional hody

transaction published at Madrid, in 1818, under the auspices
of Ferdinand VII. It was, however, stated at Lthe time on such
respectable authority, that it has not been deemed right to
reject it, -
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in Spain presiding over public affairs, is the CHAP.
council of Castile : that assembly, intended asa I
check on the authority of the monarch at in- 808
tervals when the Cortes were not assembled,
was composed originally of princes and nobles,
who took their seats by right of birth or title,
and ‘acted as a sort of privy council.” At a
later period, it was made a judicial body, and
since the disuse of the Cortes has succeeded to
most of its duties, but without the same claim
to public confidence, the monarch exercising
the sole privilege of naming or displacing the
members at his pleasure. Notwithstanding this
dependance on the royal favour, the Council of
Castile, on receiving an official communication -
that Charles had abdicated, resolved with be-
coming dignity not to give the act their sanc-
tion, until the highest law-officers of the go-
vernment should have pronounced an opinion
on the legality of the proceeding. The vicinity
~of the French troops, however, rendering delay
dangerous to the public tranquillity, the new
sovereign transmitted his commands to the
council on the 21st, instantly to publish the
abdication, which was accordingly done, with-
out waiting for the formalities they intended
should accompany so momentous a decision.

The notification was received with universal Tue favour-
satisfaction, and the public exultation knew no oo
bounds, when an order followed far bringing to '
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CHAP. trial Manuel Godoy, Don Diego his brother,
<, and eight of the principal instruments of his
1808. malversations.
French Marshal Murat instantly availed himself of
Madia " the pretext afforded by the commotions at Aran-
juez, to advance with his army and gain military
possession of Madrid, which he accomplished
on the 23d* under the express assurance that
his intention was to continue his march on
Cadiz, after the halt of a day or two, and that
tranquillity should be perfectly restored. .Fer-
dinand, on the following morning, made his
sahMarch. public entry into the capital, where he was
greeted with tumultuous joy by all classes; and
as sovereign, received the homage of the nobi-
lity and constituted authorities of the State.
Duplicity  Marshal Murat, however, declined joining in any
of Marshal . .
Muat.  act of public respect or open acknowledgment
of the prince: at the same time he held equivocal
language to the Spanish ministers, declaring
that he was actuated solely by a friendly desire
to heal the divisions in the council, and give
support to the lawful government; but that it

was necessary, before he took an open part, to

# March route of Murat’s Head Quarters from Aranda.
19th, Somosierra.
20th, Buitrago.
21st, St. Augustin,
22d, Alcobendas.
23d, Madrid.
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know the decision of the Et-ﬁperor respecting the cHAP.

recent change, who, he asserted, would in less
than ten days be within the Spanish frontier.

I.
=/

1808.

. Charles communicated by letter to Napoleon soim Mer.

his voluntary resignation of the crown, on the
day after the event, and Ferdinand also notified
to him his accession to the throne. This double
confidence certainly gave Napoleon -a right of
offering his advice, or even, perhaps, on any
difference between the parties, of pressing his
mediation. It is, however, unnecessary, in an
account of the war, to discuss that point at
length, or to enter into a particular inquiry
whether Charles’s abdication was voluntary or
constrained, it being a question of internal re-
gulation, affecting the members of the state
alone.

Ferdinand, once acknowledged King by the
nation, it is most clear that no foreign power
had a shadow of right to interfere, and thence-
forth, in viewing the contest between Buona-
parte and the Spaniards, the errors and the
weakness of the former reign should be for-
gotten, and the cause of the new sovereign
judged on his own acts alone. So considered,
it must be pronounced the most decidedly just
that ever drew an appeal to the sword. Every
other circumstance was unfavourable to Ferdi-
nand, and fearful were the odds against which
he had to contend ; superior cunning was aided
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by superior force, and scenes of -arrogance and
perfidy were exhibited on the one side, only to
be equalled by those of weakness and simplicity
on the other.—Of this, one of the first occur-
rences. of his reign affords a striking example.
Ferdinand having announced to his people that
the change in the government was effected with
a design more strictly to cement the alliance
between the French and Spanish nations, Murat
thereupon craftily expressed a desire to receive -
as a mark of that increased friendship, the sword
of Francis taken at Pavia in 1525, which the
Spaniards preserved with the utmost veneration,
fondly regarding it as a proud trophy of their
former greatness.—The Prince not only hastened
to comply, but made a merit of the act, and sent -
the sword on the 4th of April with great pomp
and ceremony to the French head-quarters ;
thereby lowering his own dignity, and outraging
the feelings of his people, at a moment when
destruction could only be avoided by cherishing -
both. ' :

Ferdinand, notwithstanding this too concilia-
tory conduct, was far from betraying the trust -
reposed in him, and his elevation to the throne
totally deranged the plot carrying on for its -
subversion, even rendering necessary a fresh
system of artifice and deception. Napoleon;
disappointed in the expectation of accomplishing
his designs through the influence of the Prince
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of the Peace, left Paris two days after receiving CHAP.
intelligence of the. change, to approach the \—Lv
scene, and be convenient personally to direct jggg,
his intrigues. In the mean while, Charles had charlespro-
been persuaded by the agency. of a French isactof
general officer, secretly to sign a protest against ;:‘::ﬁ::"
his act of abdication as constrained, to appeal by

letter to Buonaparte for support, and place him- dted 234 ’
self under the protection of the French troops.
Murat also urged the Prince of Asturias to
submit his cause to the same arbitrator, repre-
senting the Emperor as his friend, and actually
on the road to pay a visit of compliment
and conciliate the interests of France with
those of his faithful ally ; but still artfully ex-
cusing himself from styling him King until the
public acknowledgment of his soverelgn —_
French officers and couriers, reported to bring
intelligence of .the progress of the Emperor, Buona-
daily entered Madrid, till, at length assurances proach 1o
of his having crossed the frontler were so posi- Madrid an-
tively given by Marshal Murat and the ambas-

. sador,. that the Infant Don Carlos was dis-
patched on the 5th of April to Tolosa, to receive

him, when he was scarcely beyond the walls of

Paris. Immediately afterwards, it was suggested

to Ferdinand by the same agents, that a similar
attention on his part would prove highly gra-

tifying to his august visitor. These insinuations

were supported by the favourable sentiments

App 4.
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of thie majority of the Spanish council, whe,
acquainted with the pretensions of Napoleon;*
had the incredible weakness to believe that ar-
gument and an appeal to his conscience would
turn him from his purpose. The measure was
in consequence decided, and on the arrival of an
envoy, General Savary, to announce Buona-
parte’s approach, and to assure Ferdinand of his

B meet M intention to recognize him as King, should his

on the road.

policy towards France be the same as that of his
predecessor, the Prince, having arranged a coun-
cil of government{ under the presidency of his
uncle, Don Antonio, proceeded on the 10th .of
April to Burgos, to meet his expected visitant,
and from thence was persuaded by other false
statements of his approach to go forward to
Vitoria.—Not finding Buonaparte in that city,

‘be could not but suspect the smare to obtain

possession of his person.—Don Joseph Herbas,
brother-in-law of one of Buonaparte’s minis-
ters, and two other noblemen, gave him full
information on that head. The Duke of Mahon,
Captain General of Guipuscoa, and the Chief

* By the lucky accident of a dispatch from Izquierdo at
Paris, dated the 24th of March, addressed to the Prince of the
Peace, arriving after his fall, and being delivered to the new
ministry.

+ Composed chicfly of the Secretaries of State and royal
Counsellors, with the Dean, Procurador, and four members of
the council of Castile,
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of the Revenue Guard, severally offered to CHAP.
cover his. flight into Aragon; various indivi- \_.If__,
duals proposed secret modes of evasion, and |gog,
the citizens so clearly. saw the danger to which
he was about to expose himself, that they rose
to prevent his departure, but now, closely en~
vironed by French troops, it was deemed by
his counsellors too hazardous to retreat; thers-
fore, after a communication with Buonaparte 16th Api.
by means of the envoy, although the letter re- 1 inveigied
ceived from him in answer was of a most.ambi- oaes 2"
guous nature, and expressed his intention of
making strict inquiry into the circumstances of
the abdication before he gave it his sanction,
Ferdinand extended his journey to Bayonne.
On his arrival on the 20th at noon, Buonaparte Buonaparte
received him in person with every mark of re- it kiad
spect, and throughout the day treated him with ™
the attention generally limited to the inter-
course between sovereigns, making him dine at
the same table, afterwards attending him to his
carriage, and on parting embracing him with
warmth. Scarcely, however, had the Prince the same
entered his own apartments, when General 1‘."{,33;.,
Savary, the envoy whose unblushing falsehoods imncdiate
had served to inveigle him forward, arrived to ! ™"
notify the determination of Napoleon, that the
Bourbon dynasty should thenceforth cease to
reign in Spain, and requiring him instantly to
sign his ahdication of the crown.

Ferdinand, in this extremity, supported by
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some intrepid counsellors, evinced becoming
firmness, and refused compliance ; amicable ne-
gociations were in consequence opened, and the
petty kingdom of Etruria, taken by the secret.
treaty from a member of the family, offered as
an equivalent for Spain and the Indies,—this
was unanimously rejected by the council as in-
adequate, nor could menaces nor flattery shake
their fidelity. Napoleon himself in vain exerted
his talents and influence in controversy ; his
most forcible arguments about the interests of
his system of policy, of his family, and his
empire, were constantly met by a simple appeal
to the unalterable principles of honour, justice,
and good faith;" till finding that the minds of
the negociators were not sufficiently enlightened
to appreciate the advantage of their country
being included in his grand system of policy,
he ordered them to be exchanged for others.
This produced no effect, as they also steadily re-
sisted any compromise; whereupon it became
necessary to alter the whole scheme, to bring for-
ward the protest, deny the validity of the abdi-
cation, and provisionally reinstate Charles, from
whom, through the influence of the favourite,
whose life being made a pledge for his co-ope-
ration, the cession would readily.be obtained.
Marshal Murat had been instructed, as a

. branch of the original plot, to obtain posses-

- % Escoiquez.
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sion of the person of Godoy, immediately after CHAP.
the departure of Ferdinand from Madrid; on
which occasion, to insult the government and 3gog.
evince his determination not to be refused, he obtains the
substituted a military requisition for the usual Gmeys
forms of diplomacy between independent states,

and through the chief of his Staff sent a written %0t Aprit
~demand for the person of the Prince of the

Peace, founded on the assertion that Charles

and Ferdinand had rendered Buonaparte arbiter

of his fate: adding the assurance that the inten-

tion was to remove him from Spain, to prevent

the public from supposing he influenced the
councils of Charles, whom he thus notified
Napoleon only acknowledged as king. [Iraud

being backed by force, the council of govern-

inent, contrary to the express commands of
Ferdinand, relinquished the custody of Godoy ;

and Murat, on the 20th of April, delivering hini sends bim_
from the prisons of Villa-viciosa and the just T
revenge of an injured people, sent him to
Bayonne, to be made a further instrument in

the abasement of his country. The abdicated
Monarch with the Queen willingly followed, » Gharles and
and, on a stipulation for kind treatment to their follow.
favourite, consented to aid in the deposition of 4" AP~
their son and the downfal of their family.

" On their arrival on the 30th of April, Ferdi-

nand was deprived of all the honours of sove-

VOL. I. .. D
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CHAP. reignty, and treated as a rebel by his father,
.Il , who  demanded the immediate return of his
1808, crown, or that otherwise, supported by Napo-
Tweats  leon, he would cause him to be. punished as an
e perii. usurper. The Prince, in this extremity, was
nandretigh. 5 dvised, as a means of procuring his freedom, to
s May.  Offer to make the cession at Madrid, in presence
of a general assembly of the Cortes, or other
authorities of the State.—This mode of pro-
ceeding, being virtually an appeal to the na-

tion, did not accord with the views of Napoleon,

and menaces and persecutions of every nature

were, continued throughout the follawing day,

Sth. to induce Ferdinand unconditionally to re-
nounce his right to the crown. These were as

firmly resisted by the Prince as arguments had

been by his ministers ; but considering his cause
desperate, as far as depended on justice or good

Resolution faith, he secretly dispatched instructions to the
ﬁ&@i' council of government to convoke the Cortes,
and commence hostilities against the intruders.
—Scarcely, however, had the messenger left
Bayonne, when intelligence was received of an

event which hastened the plot to a conclusion,

and from that moment Ferdinapd’s conduct

ceased to pourtray either dignity or common
resolution. ‘ . .

The Spaniards, whose ideas of Buonaparte’s

character were entirely drawn from the false

T
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colouring of a servile press, considered him a
high-minded, magnanimous hero; and believing
his interference intended merely to correct the
abuses of the Favourite, and renovate the exers
tions of the state, at first received his troops
favourably, and long continued to treat them
with kindness; but tranquil and contented
under the mild sway of the Bourbon princes,*
they immutably connected the interests of Fers
dinand with their own, and though little suspect-
ing the extent of the meditated perfidy, felt
dissatisfied and alarmed at the departure of the
royal family. Their national pride was wounded
by the haughty and violent conduct of the French

* The despotism of a single man, sliort of the power of life
and death, is little felt or considered by the multitude, and in
Spain it perhaps even contributes to their welfare, as the nobles,
constantly chained to the court, have not learned to exact the
utmast value of their property, and the cultivators of theit im-
mense landed possessions flourish in ease, the number of which,
added to those thriving under the beneficent administration of
the extensive domains of the church, form a considerable pors
tion of the tenantry of the country. The impositions are light,
as must always be the case under a despotism not military ;
representative governments alone belng able to oppress by
taxation without an armed support. The Spanish cultivators
thus favoured, are aided by a peasantry well clothed, lodged,
and fed, forming a particularly cheerful, independent class of
beings, from which sprang the guerrillas, and those hardy
soldiers, whose patience and constancy under the severest suf-
ferings afising from neglect and pfivation, enabled Spain so
constaiitly to re-organise her armies after complete defeat. -
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commander, and their personal feelings irritated
by the growing insolence of the soldiery. De-
prived of their Sovereign, and deserted by the
nobles, they felt themselves betrayed, and that
personal exertion alone could bring them relief.
These feelings, worked upon by a thousand
sinister rumours, .believed and repeated without
examination, caused a general agitation at Ma-
drid, which threatened, on the slightest incident,
to break into open insurrection.

The intruders, on their part, were highly de-
sirous of an opportunity to evince their supe-
riority, and, by a terrible example, to strike a
salutary terror, and crush in the bud the rising
spirit of the people. To be prepared for such
an occurrence, 15,000 troops, with several bri-
gades of artillery, were posted in advantageous
posts within the town or on the heights over-
looking it, and 7,000 others were collected at
the Casa del Campo in its immediate vicinity.—
Under these circumstances the most trifling
event became subject of discord, and a slight
popular movement on the 2d of May led to an
extended massacre.

Buonaparte, considering that his usurpation
would be incomplete whilst any member of the
royal family remained without his grasp, ordered
the Queen of Etruria, daughter of Charles IV,
and her infant son, to" be conveyed to France.
At the moment of their departure from the
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palace, the agitated feelings of those round the CHAP.

carriage. induced them to impede its progress,
and insult the French officer in charge of the
escort, who, to enforce his authority, made his
men fire on and disperse the crowd, killing or
maiming several. A knowledge of this outrage
spread in a moment all over Madrid, and the
entire population poured into the streets, armed
with whatever weapons they could find, to
avenge theirslaughtered countrymen, overpower-

ing and disarming several of the French guards.

Murat lost not 2 moment in bringing up his
whole force, and wherever resistance was offered,
carried destruction through every quarter of the
town.” The Spanish military were retained in
their barracks by the officers; and some artillery-
men, posted at the arsenal gate, were the only
troops that attempted to aid the people. The
members of government and of the publi¢
bodies, from the commencement of the tumult,
actively interposed between the parties, and by
their personal exertions saved many lives;* the
firing nevertheless continued for two hours till

* In the street of Alcala forty-five harmless Catalan traders
were on the point of being shot, when Ofarril and some mem-
bers of the government arrived at the spot, and assuring the
French officers that to carry arms was a privilege granted to
the Catalan merchants by the laws of the kingdom, and was
moreover their general usage, they were prevailed upon to
arrest the musquets of the executioners,

> ¥}
1808.
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not a Spaniard appeared abroad. When sub-
mission was by this means enforced, a procla-
mation was issued, assuring amnesty and obli-
vion for the past, confiding in which, the citizens
resumed their occupations ; but soon afterwards
detachments of troops swept the streets, making
prisoners ‘of all who had not the good fortune
to find a place of refuge; and Murat, the
same eveping and next morning, shot, by sen-
tence of a French commission, the most ob-
noxious of those who, by this breach of faith,
had fallen into his power. Thus perished, by
military execution, above one hundred and fifty
Spanish citizens, victims to an experiment of
the effects of coercion and terror, in procuring
the quiet submission of a nation to a change of
rulers.

- The nuymber that suffered in the affray is in-
volved in considerable doubt; most Spaniards
assert that 10,000 bled or fell, few d@dmit the
amount to have been under 5,000, though occa-
sionally a dispassionate Castilian is met with
who reduces it to 8,000. In a report published
at the moment,* by the French government,
the number was vaguely stated at some thou-
~sands of the lowest order; but subsequently,
when it was deemed politic to soothe the Spa-

® Moniteyr, 11th May,
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niards and gloss over the transaction, a statement
was drawn up by the council of Castile and made
public at Madrid by order of Marshal Murat,
which reduced the number ascertained to have
been killed, wounded, and missing, to one hun-
dred and ninety-three. Between statements so
much at variance, it is difficult to form a judg-
ment of the truth; but much inquiry amongst
those who witnessed the events of the day leads
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to the belief that, if the number in the original |

report be greatly exaggerated, it is also in the
latter considerably understated.

~ This opposition of the people to the French
troops, made Napoleon feel the necessity of some
immediate arrangement of the government; at
the same time, the ease with which the commo-
tion was repressed, and the perfect tranquillity
that followed, served to convince him of his
power to enforce his: will, and emboldened him
to cut short his intrigues. - On the arrival of a
courier on the evening of the 5th, announcing
the re-establishment of order, he went in person
to the residence of the old monarch, and Ferdi-
nahd, being desired to attend, was reproached as
having occasioned the tumult by his obstinacy ;
the guards were trebled all round Bayonne to
prevent his escape, or communicatin_g'with his

Effectuf the
tumult on
Napoleon.

friends, and he was treated in every respect as Thrests and

a captive: stigmatized as illegitimate by his
mother, vilified and threatened by his father,
D 4

menaces
used to in-
timidate
Ferdinand.
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CHAP. and in the power of an antagonist who had
\ "_ , pronounced the alternatives of submission or
1808, death,* the Prince was compelled to make an
Ferdinand Unconditional surrender of his rights, and to
sbits.  restore the crown to Charles; who immediately
sihMay. afterwards, by a written treaty, made a cession
of it to Buonaparte, having, to ensure the quiet
chares  transfer of his subjects, previously delegated the
f.;;:.'}'.};' powers of Lieutenant of his kingdom to Marshal
at M:;'." Murat; commanding the Council of Govern-
ment, the Captains-general of Provinces, and all
minor authorities, implicitly to obey his orders,
Theroyal  The other members of the royal family shortly
family ra- - . .
tfythe  afterwards joined in the act of renunciation,
) and, as far as their individual interests were con-
cerned, rendered Napoleon legal possessor of the
throne:—Don Antonio and Don  Carlgs even
proceeding a step farther, and joining with
DatedBour- Ferdinard in a written address to the people,
May, absolving them from their allegiance, and ex-

* In these conferences, expressions were used to the Prince,
so disgusting and humiliating that I dare not repeat them.—
Cevallos. - The Queen said, “ I tell you to your face that-you
are my san, but not the son of the King.” The anger of the
father and the fury of the mother were so outrageous as to give
causc to apprehend personal violence, and make those present
regard such unnatural parents with horror.—The Queen pres-
singly intreated the Emperor to send Ferdinand to the scaffold,
and Napoleon supported her threats by saying, ¢ Prince, it
faut opter entre la cession et la mort.” ‘
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borting every. one to conform cheerfully to ‘the CHAP.
L

new order of things.
The pr1nc1pal victims of Buonaparte’s superior

W
1808.

cunning then vanished from the scene.—Charles gen into
went into retirement at Compiegne, on an ill- *="

paid pension,* and Ferdinand, with his brother
Don Carlos, was securely guarded in the
chiteau of Valencey.f Whilst a sentiment of
pity is bestowed on the fate of the misguided
father and the credulous son, every one must

rejoice that the worthless Godoy met with his.

full share of disappointment and humiliation;
not only the promised sceptre vanished from his
grasp, but his enormous and ill-acquired wealth
being confiscated in support of the patriots’
cause, he became dependent for the means of
existence on the bounty of the monarch whose
confidence he had abused, and whose family he
had involved in ruin.

Notwithstanding that the transactions which
thus ended in the deposition and captivity of
the royal family of Spain passed within the
French territory, Buonaparte was able, by means

* The yearly pension to Charles of three millions of reals
(twenty to the dollar) and that of 400,000 francs to each of
the Infants, were subsequently reduced to one-fourth of those
amounts.

+ A country-house belonging to Mons, Talleyrand, Prince
of Benevente, situated in the Department of the Indre, five
leagues from Lorcux.



42 - ACCOUNT OF THE WAR

CHAP. of his police and censorship of the press, to pre-

L ventany just idea of them being formed: at this

1808. Period he published the leading particulars, sup-
pressing some parts and falsifying others, to
give a colour of justice and free-will to the
treaty of cession, and prepare the public mind
for the proceedings he meditated to ground upon
it, which will be narrated in the succeed.ing
chapter. ’
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CHAPTER 1I.

Marshal Murat makes himself acknowledged President of the
Junta of Government—The Spaniards remain quiet in anzious
~ Suspense—perceive the Danger that threatens them—simaltane-
ously rise against the Intruders—apply to England for Assist-
ance—State of the Contest between England and France—
- Engluand embraces with ardour the Cause of the Patriots— Na-
poleon convokes a National Assembly at Bayonne—names his
Brother Joseph, King of Spain—acknowledged by most of the
Dignitaries of the Church and State—Military Exertions of
the Patriots in the South—one of their Armies completely dis-
persed at Medina del Rio Seco—Joseph triumphantly enters
Madrid—French Corps under General Dupont surrenders to
the Patriots—the Intruders concentrate behind the Ebro —De-
fence of Zaragossa—The Marquis de la Romana effects the
* Escape of his Army—The Formation of a supreme Government
degided.

Marsnar Murat, on receiving his commission
from Charles as Lieutenant of the kingdom,
assumed the post of President of the junta of
government; and finding the Council of Castile
inclined to deliberate on the respective claims of
the father and son, sent them an order instantly
to register the re-establishment of the former,
and circulate his proclamation to that effect,
which being obeyed on the 10th of May, he
thenceforward swayed all their resolves with
dictatorial authority. Awe of his power and
violence rendered null the commands transmit-
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ted by Ferdinand to the Council, to convoke the
Cortes and commence hostilities; for although
known to every member individually, not one
had ventured to propose their being taken into
consideration, when a confidential messenger,
dispatched on Ferdinand’s resignation of the
crown, arrived to solicit their suppression, lest
the consequences might be fatal to him and his
brothers; and in Aragon only, warlike prepara-
tions commenced under sanction of Ferdinand’s

authority.*

The inhabitants of the capital, overawed by a -
strong garrison, remained perfectly tranquil,
after the severe chastisement of their efforts on
the 2d of May; and the causes which gave rise
to that severity being misrepresented, in various
addresses to their countrymen by the councils of
government and Inquisition, it produced no sen-
sation in the provinces beyond silent and deadly
hatred of allies, whose presence had occasioned
such proceedings; a sullen calm pervaded the
country for many days subsequently, every one
anxiously awaiting the result of the interference
of Buonaparte, drawing a hope from the know-

* The Marquis of Palafox, charged with the original orders
from Ferdinand, found means, on the road, to communicate
them to his brother Joseph Palafox, at Zaragossa, who immedi-
ately began to arm the Aragonese, and neither the orders of the
Council nor those of Joseph Buonapartes mlmsters could make
him desist.
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ledge of his power, and a belief in his magnani- CHAP.

mity. A proclamation issued on the 20th of | R

May, formally to announce that Charles and 1g0g.

Ferdinand had abdicated in favour of the Empe- Tre Spani-

ror Napoleon, first raised a suspicion that the ;:g;t'i? "

subjugation of the peninsula was the object of pease;

the passing scene. Shortly afterwards, when it

became know that a corps of 12,000 men under

Marshal Moncey, and another of 18,000 under

General Dupont, were marching on Valencia

and Cadiz, to secure possession of those im-

portant places, the Spaniards fully perceived

their danger. Then the views of Murat in car- perceive

rying to such an extreme the outrageous massa- der.

cre at Madrid became evident; the details of that

event, exaggerated beyond all bounds, spread

rapidly from mouth to mouth; the idea of being

bayoneted into submission, roused the pride of.

every Spaniard;-an expression of general indig-

nation and a determined spirit of resistance ma-

nifested itself throughout the peninsula; each Each pro-
. . : vince takes

province, not occupied by the French, separately up arms.

took up arms—Valencia on the 23d, the Astu-

rias on the 24th, Andalusia on the 26th, Aragon

on the 27th, Estramadura and Galicia on the

30th of May. The most audacious or enter-

prising citizens of the several capitals, without

any communication with their neighbours,

formed themselves into a local junta of govern-

ment, and without calculating theirown strength,



46

CHAP.
11
\e ~/

1808.

Conduct of
the magis.
trates and
&ﬁnmo

4th and 5th
June.

ACCOUNT OF THE WAR

or that of the intruders, boldly declared against
the usurper.

Under these unparalleled circumstances, the
royal governors and civil magistrates, without
instructions for their conduct, were placed in si-
tuations of peculiar difficulty.—Some warmly

‘espoused the popular cause; . others sheltered

themselves under a prudent neutrality, and a
few actively exerted their authority to maintain
the order of affairs, as entrusted to them. Of
the latter, above thirty were sacrificed to the:
undistinguishing fury of the populace,* and at
Valencia, besides the governor, the French resi-
dents to the number of three hundred and.
twenty-five were massacred by a lawless mob,
which for some days, under a canon of St. Isi-
dro, set at defiance the authority. of the civic
junta: otherwise no excesses attended these
spontaneous movements of the people; every-
where a spirit of moderation and order being up-
held and encouraged by eloquent proclamations,
inculcating the purest doctrines of liberty, whilst
they cherished and matured the sudden blaze of

® The most distingnished persons who suffered were the
Counts Torre del Fresno and Aquila; the Marquis of.Socorro,-
Generals Borja, Saavedra, Truxillo, and Cevallos. The In-
tendants of Salamanca and Cuenga, and the Alcaldes of
Reinosa, Jaen, Carolina and Talavera were also murdered.
General Filangieri, Governor of Corunna, being mistaken for
a Frenchman, was ‘assassinated atVilla-franca, whilst travel.
ling out of Galicia after having resigned his command.
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active patriotism. The junta of Seville took the
lead in these proceedings, styling themselves the
supreme government of Spain and the Indies;
but the first communication made to England,
was on the 9th June, by deputies from the
Asturias.

At this period, war between England and
France had, with one short interval of repose,
raged for fifteen years, and although the navy
of Britain had early swept the seas, and anni-
hilated the commerce of France, that empire
was. yearly improving in its resources and ex-
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tending its sway. Repeated coalitions of the

surrounding states, formed with the view of
checking her growth, had ended in the ruin
of their members, and the aggrandisement of her
territory, till England at length found herself
singly opposed to a power of such colossal
strength and magnitude, as almost to limit
her hopes of a successful issue of the struggle
to persevering resistance and the chance of
events. The patriotism of the inhabitants of
these islands, presenting the imposing spectacle
of a nation enrolled in arms and determined to
sacrifice every thing in defence of their liberties

and laws, added to the triumphs of the navy,

had set the question of invasion at rest; and
Napoleon, finding England impervious to his
arms, had, for some time past, turned his exer-
tions to the destruction of her finances by dry-
ing up the sources of her commercial prosperity.,



48

CHAP.
IL
o~/

1808.
Nov. 1806.

7th Jan,
1807.

Nov. 1807.

Dated Mi-
lan, 17th
Dec. 1807,

ACCOUNT OF THE WAR

In the delirium of success, soon after entering
the capital of the Prussian monarchy, he de-
creed the British isles to be in a state of block-
ade; that all vessels trading to them should be
considered lawful prizes, and further that all
vessels met with at sea, not having a certificate
from a French consul at the port of shipment,
that the cargo was not of British produce or
manufacture, should be captured. This decree
was immediately retaliated on France by a re-
gulation, subjecting to seizure all neutral vessels
carrying on the coasting trade of the continent,
and subsequently by an Order in Council, de-

-claring all France, and her dependent kingdoms,

to be in a state of blockade, and ordering all
neutral vessels trading directly with tHem to
be captured; further declaring all vessels having
certificates from any French consul on board to
be lawful prizes; and lastly, insisting on all ves-
sels going to France, touching previously at a
British port, as also when carrying a cargo from
France to any other country; and in some cases
to pay a transit duty to England. This severe
retaliation was succeeded by a still more vio-
lent rejoinder on the part of Napoleon, declaring
every vessel visited by an English ship at sea, or
having paid any duty in England, denationalized,
and ordered it as English property to be seized .
wherever met: further declaring England in a
state of blockade by sea and land, and directing
every .vessel to be captured, sailing from any
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port of Great Britain, its colonies, or the couri-
tries occupled by its arms.

It is not intended to discuss the justice or
policy of these decrées, with réspect to other
nations; but merely to mention that, in conse-
quence of them, every port, from the gulph of
Finland®* to the Bosphorus, being closed to the
British, ‘and all intercourse with Ametica sus:
pended, commercial distress and embarrassment
began to be severely felt. The expenditure of
the nation throughout the war, even in the most
prosperous periods of its commerce, had greatly
exceeded its revenue: how it was to be sup-
ported for an indefinite period with declining
trade and manufactures, was now becoming an
object of general solicitude. Those luminaries
of the political world, Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox,
whose eloquence had so "long charimed the
senate, and whose upright characters had seve-
rally drawn to themselves the unbounded confi-
dence of the two great parties in the state,
had recently become extinct: the death of the
latter had been followed by the removal of his
party from office, since which time a difference

* From the conclusion of the peace of Tilsit Russia se-
conded with ardour all the views of France and closed her
ports agamst England. Buonaparte obtained the acquiescence
of the Emperor Alexander to his remodelling the, government
of Spain before he attempted it. .

VOL. I. E
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of sentiment on the policy of repealing certain
restrictions laid on our catholic brethren at the
reformation, had prevented many of the prin-
cipal characters in the country from uniting to
form a powerful administration; and the conduct
of affairs was left in the hands of men, who,
however solid or brilliant their talents, were not
regarded by the bulk of the nation as their na-
tural leaders in such a season of difficulties, so
that the political horizon presented, under every
view, a most cheerless prospect of the future.
The popular movement in Spain was raptu-
rously hailed by all parties as the dawn of a
new era: it seemed suddenly to break the potent
spell which surrounded us, and to give a most
favourable opening for the renewal of our mi-
litary exertions and commercial industry. No
sooner did the Asturian deputies represent the
feelings of the Spanish people, and their deter-
mination to resist to the utmost the aggressions
of Buonaparte, than friendship and alliance were
established between the two nations without
discussion of terms. Every Englishman felt
personally interested in their cause, and all party-
views being suspended, the most popular sena-
tors in eloquent harangues, urged the govern-
ment to immediate action and the utmost libe-
rality. Private donations rivalled in amount
the public munificence ; and money, arms, am-
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munition, ‘clothing and stores were supplied
'with a generosity surpassing the most sanguitie
hopes of the patriots. Military agents were
immediately accredited to the different juntas,
to distribute these offerings, and to- establish
a mutual co-operation between them and Eng-
land; and five thousand troops previously em-
barked in transports under Major General Spen-
cer were ordered to Gibraltar Bay, to enable
the governor of that fortress to aid the patriots
in the defence of the South, till a plan of more
extended operations should be decided.

Every account received from Spain, afforded
fresh hope of permanency to the change, from
the wisdom of the measures pursued. The local
governments, which were originally composed
of ambitious or daring men only, after a time,
added to their numbers many persons of the
greatest weight or rank in their respective pro-
vinces, and many liberal and enlightened ma-
gistrates and priests. Then apparently animated
with the purest spirit of liberty, each junta vied
with the others in decrees in favour of general
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liberty, with such effect, that in a few weeks .

the tyranny of the government and of the in-

quisition, almost considered omnipotent from

more than two centuries of abject submission or

superstitious dread, sunk under their influence.

On the other side, the arrangements for com-

pleting the change in the government kept
EZ

Pmeeed

Bnyonne
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CHAP. -pace with the efforts of the people to oppose
\‘E;, them.. On the 12th May a message was sent to
1808. the Council of Castile from Napoleon, demand-
ing their opinion on which of the members of

his family the crown could be bestowed, with

most advantage to the interests of the two na-

tions : but they immediately replying that the
change of dynasty was a subject beyond their

power of discussion, Marshal Murat caused it to

be notified to them that the determination to

place a French prince on the throne of Spain

was unchangeable, and that they had merely to
deliberate upon the individual. At the same

time, it was intimated that Joseph Buona-

parte, who, two years previously, had by less
unworthy means displaced another branch of

the Bourbons from the throne of Naples, would

be the selection most consonant to the poli-

tics of Napoleon; in consequence of which,

Council of ON the 15th, a deputation was selected to pro-

Castile soli- N .
au theno. ceed to Bayonne to solicit his nomination. The

mination of

Joseph Buo- junta of government had previously written to

¥ig " the same effect, and the municipality of Madrid
Aot also added their humble solicitation to Marshal
Yemme, Murat to support their wishes with the Emperor.
1:2::‘}5%;;1};. On receiving these addresses, Napoleon con-
drid. voked a meeting of 150 deputies from the
sty of PrOVinces, principal cities, and corporate bodies,
. to be held at Bayonne on the 15th June,

convoked.
to give the subject full consideration: and
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as an inducement for a cheerful attendancp, did CHAP.
not scruple to publish that, the Spanish nation \_IL_,
baving grown old, he had received a mission to 1g¢g.
restore it to youth and happiness. 25th May.
The maJorlty of the nobility and superior Conduct of

arles’s

clergy, in the suite of Charles or Ferdinand, and Ferdi-
trained to passive obedience, never fora moment e
questioned the right of their sovereign to trans-
fer his authority, and hastened, by protestations
of fidelity, to gain the favour of their new master;
whilst a few, of liberal sentiments and extended
views, rejoicing in the change as a means of
procuring for their countrymen a more en-
lightened government, actively assisted in its
completion. On the contrary, the principal per-
sons in the provinces and cities generally declined
to serve as deputies, and in most districts no
election was attempted. Napoleon, unwilling to
let this non-compliance with his summons be-
come apparent, and impatient to proceed with
his work, abruptly cut short the term of elec-
tion, and on the 5th June, from the few depu-
ties arrived, mixed up with various individuals
nominated by himself, formed an assembly to
represent the several orders of the state; when
under sanction of their approval, he conferred the
ceded crown on his brother Joseph, proclaiming josephnam-
that he did so at the request of the highest **"8
council and chief city of the nation.

Deputations, composed of the most eminent

E3
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members of the different corporate bodies, and
various noblemen and.ecclesiastics of the high-
est rank in person greeted the new monarch on.
his arrival on the 7th, with addresses of felici-.
tation.* On the 11th his nomination to the
sovereignty was notified to the council of go-
vernment, which immediately communicated
the change to the people, recommending tran-
quillity and obedience.

The military exertions of the patriots began
at this time to assume a formidable character.
The corps under General Dupont had made
such progress before any general opposition was
attempted, that it crossed the Sierra Morena
almost without loss, and having routed a Spanish
corps which attempted to dispute the passage of

* Amongst other persons of rank, were the Prince of Castel
Franco; the Dukes of Infantado, Frias, Parque, Hijar, and
Ossuna; the Marquisses of Hariza and Santa Cruz; the
Counts of Fernan-nunez, Orgaz, and Santa Coloma, ‘grandees
of Spain ; also the Marquis of Castellanos, Espeja; Counts
Castelflorido, and Noblejas ; the Counsellors of Castile,
Colon, Lardizabal, Torres, and Villela ; the chief Inquisitor,
Etenhard ; Generals Cervigno, Hervasti and Ydiaquez : the
Archbishop of Burgos and other dignified ecclesiastics also
attended.

It should be mentioned to the credit of the bishops of
Orense and St. Ander, that they each manfully and openly
refused to obey Napoleon’s summons : the former published
a long and dignified refusal; the latter more laconically re-

plied, “ I cannot make it convenient to attend, and if I could,
I awould not.”
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the Guadalquivir at the bridge of Alcolea, en- CHAP.
tered Cordova on the 7th June after a slight’ \-l:-u
resistance, which was made a pretext for pillag- 50g.
ing the town where they halted. From that
moment every supply was withheld, and every
impediment raised toretard their march,and gain

time to organise means of defence at Seville.
General Castanos, who had for several years
commanded in the lines in front of Gibraltar,

was named commander in chief—all the troops
watching that garrison were withdrawn, and

with those from the maritime places, were
formed into an army. In the mean while every
detachment sent out by the French to gain in-
formation or to forage, was driven back by the

few troops in their front, till, after ten days he-
sitation, Dupont, on the approach of General
Castanos with his army, retired to Andujar and
retrenched his corps in a position on the right

of the Guadalquivir, sending pressing entreaties

to the government at Madrid, for immediate
reinforcements. _ _

The inhabitants of Cadiz, on receiving intelli- 0ccur.

) . . . . rences at
gence of the installation of the junta at Seville, Cadis,
and of their declaration of waragainst France,and
peace with England, impatient at the temporiz-
ing conduct of Solano, Marquis del Socorro, their
governor, who issued a proclamation pointing e9th May.
out the ill consequences likely to result from
such a proceeding, and recommending submis-

E4 -
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CHAP. sion to the injunction of Ferdinand, rose and
IL put him to death.

o~/ !

1808.  General Morla, whom they nominated to suc-
Frech  ceed to the command, organised with much
e radron : mn

sarrenders, promptitude a system of defence, and opening
oth June.  a fire on five French sail of the line and a frigate
]ying in the harbour, of which a British squadron
precluded the escape, obliged them, on the 14th
June, to surrender at discretion. Immediately
after this encouraging success, the transports
with the troops under General Spencer having
appeared off the Guadiana, a French corps,
marching on Cadiz from Portugal, retrograded,
and the garrison of Faro, cut off in its com-
munications, surrendered from want of provi-
sions, on which the inhabitants of Algarve sent
to form an alliance with the junta of Seville;
and at Oporto, sixteen Spanish battalions, being
recalled by the junta of Galicia, withdrew on
the 4th June from under the command of Ge-

neral Junot and Jom_ed the patriots’ standard.
* Marshal Moncey’s corps totally failed in the
attack of Valencia: it sat down before the
Valencia town on the 28th June, and attempted to
;:.ciﬁ:’f"”’ fnghten the 1nhab1tants into submission by a
~ heavy fire of musketry and artillery ; whlch
failing in effect, and an army under General Carq
making partlal attacks on its rear, and threaten-
1ng its communications, Moncey hastily retired

on Madrid, sustaining some loss on his march.
About the same period, other French de-
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tachments moved from Madrid to occupy the CHAP.

northern provinces ; one of which under General \—H-u

Merle, after a sharp affair at Cabezon wherein ;gog.

both parties claimed the victory, proceeded ;o yupe,

against Santander: the patriotic bishop, confi- Military oc-

dent in the justice of his cause, but ignorant of f::;:ﬁ'e;:

military affairs, advanced at the head of his :::';:::

flock some miles on the road to cover the city; '

where being vigorously attacked, his forces

were 50 instantaneously dispersed, that with

difficulty he effected his own escape, and the

fugitives carrying terror and confusion into the

town it surrendered without resistance.
Notwithstanding the hostile attitude the Bayonne.

country had assumed, the arrangements at Bay-

onne for the new dynasty proceeded as if in

consonance with the wishes of the majority of

the nation, and so lightly was the growing oppo-

sition regarded, that it was not deemed neces-

sary to bring forward an additional soldier for

their support. The attention of the several

parties was chiefly occupied in planning the

future government of the country; and under

the auspices of the assembly convened by Na- Josphs

poleon, a constitution was digested on highly waow

enlightened and liberal principles, such as sepa-

rating the public expenditure from that of the

royal family; establishing a representative and

legislative authority distinct from the executive;

making the judges independent, and confirming

the liberty of the subject and the freedom of
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the press. On the 7th of July, Joseph took an
oath to maintain the comstitution in its full’
integrity, and, in return, the ninety-one noble-
men, ecclesiastics and lawyers assembled in
council, swore to obey him as their lawful
monarch. After this ceremony, the articles
were ordered to be published throughout the’
country ; medals were struck commemorative
of the auspicious event, and Joseph named the
persons to fill the several high dignities in the’
state, or confirmed the appointments of those
previously in office.* The change now seemed
to the upper ranks so fully assured, that the
most upright ministers of Charles and Ferdinand
transferred their services to the new monarch,t
and many of the most eminent of the clergy
and nobility, who were not present, sent letters
of adhesion and felicitation ; and in arranging

* The Marquis of Hariza was named grand chamberlain ;
The Duke of Hijar, Grand Master of the Ceremonies ;
Count Fernan-Nunez, Grand Huntsman ;

The Duke of Infantado, Colonel of the Spanish Guards ;

The Prince of Castel-Franco, Colonel of the Walloon Guards;

The Dukes del Parque and St. Germain, Captains of the

Body-guard ; '
and took the oaths of fidelity.

The Dukes of Frias, and Ossuna, also the Marquisses of
Santa Cruz, Orgaz, and Castel Florida, were confirmed in the
appointments they held under Charles IV. and severally took
an oath of fidelity.

t+ Urquijo, named Prime Minister;

Cevallos, named Minister for Foreign Affairs ;

Azanza, do. for the Indies;



IN SPAIN AND PORTUGAL.

the.articles of the constitution, those bodies had
supported: their privileges. with.an ardour that
shewed they deemed the decision final.* The
most. extraordinary congratulation, however,
was that of Ferdinand, who, from his retire-
ment at Valencey, sent a letter to Joseph, in
his own name, and in that of his brother and
uncle, expressive of their delight that Spain had
been favoured with so upright and virtuous a
monarch, accompanied by the oaths of fidelity
to the new dynasty of all his faithful Spanish
followers, from the highest grandee to the
lowest attendant.

The new Sovereign sat out on the 9th July
to exercise his authority at the seat of govern-
ment, and, unhappily, the patriots immediately
afterwards brought on themselves a very severe
military discomfiture, and gave éclat to the

O’Farril, named Minister for War ;

Gaﬁ’aj‘;xﬁﬁfr } do. for the Interior;
, .

.Pignuela, do. for Justice;
Cabarrus, do. Finances;

had all served Charles or Ferdinand.

+# Louis de Bourbon, Archbishop of Toledo, Primate of
Spain, and cousin of the King, even wrote, so early as the 22d
of May, to express his assent to the cession made by his family,
Michael Acevedo, General of the Cordeliers, submitted to the
assembly a very laboured and well-written memoir agaibst the
general suppression of the religious orders ; and the Chief In-
quisitor Etenhard a protest against the suppression of the Holy
Tribunal, recommending rather an alteration in its forms of
proceeding.

39
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commencement of his rule. By great exertion
the levies of Galicia and those of the western
provinces, with 5000 prisoners of war returned
from England, fully clothed and equipped, were
early in July united into an army of 30,000
men at Benavente. The command of this force
was entrusted to General Cuesta, who, consult-
ing merely his own courage and the ardour of
the troops, advanced towards Valladolid, and
imprudently hazarded the issue of a general
action with a select French corps of 12,000
men under Marshal Bessitres, in a position at
Medina del Rio Seco.—Some rapid cavalry
manceuvres threw the young Spanish troops into
confusion, of which the infantry profited to ad-
vance and gain a complete victory; after a
short resistance the whole army retired with the
greatest precipitation, one division alone, under
General Blake, preserving a degree of order,
and attempting to cover the retreat. The French
followed up their success for some miles, cap-
turing the greater part of the Spanish artillery
and baggage, and making between 2 and 3,000
prisoners; but did not push on to Benavente,
till the 19th, which gave the fugitives time to
reform and resume their retreat in an orderly
manner to the confines of Galicia.

The victory at Rio Seco, last narrated, which
obtained an undue degree of importance from
the novel circumstance of its having caused the
entire dispersion of the defeated force, confirmed
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the belief of the easy dissipation of the other
insurgent armies, and the submission of the
provinces, when it was expected that the mild
character of Joseph would conciliate all interests.
Under these flattering expectations the new So-
'vereign entered his capital on the 20th July, and
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three days subsequently was proclaimed King Joseph en-

Joseph Napoleon the First, with the usual cere-
monies. Every person in employment and every
corporate body, with the honourable exception
of the Council of Castile, took the oath of alle-

tersMadrid.

giance, and gave brilliancy to the féte by their -

dress and equipages ; no means were neglected
by the intruders to render the ceremony im-
posing, and a liberal distribution of money with
a gratuitous sight of the slaughter of an extra-
ordinary number of bulls, procured for their
exertions the applause and acclamation of the
populace.

The Emperor on the 21st quitted Bayonne,
making the detour of Pau and Toulouse to
Bourdeaux, and from thence by La Vendée and
Nantes along the banks of the Loire to Paris. It
is worthy of mention, as shewing the popularity
of his government at this period, that arches of
triumph, illuminations, and rejoicings of every

nature and description, awaited his arrival at
~each place, and that persons of all ranks
crowded the road as he passed, testifying the
most extraordinary marks of respect and attach-
ment to his family and person. In the district of

Buonaparte
returns to
Paris.

Moniteur.
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La Vendée more particularly, he was enthu-
siastically hailed as the pacificator of France;
and his late unworthy craft being unknown,
he was frequently complimented as the guardian
and benefactor of Spain. Napoleon, satisfied
by these expressions that his subjects had im-
bibed a favourable impression of his conduct
towards the Spanish princes, journeyed on with
perfect content, triumphing in the complete
success of his plot, and at the importance of the
acquisition he had made.

The delusion, however, was speedily dissi-
pated.—A division of 8,000 men, under General
Beliard, dispatched to the relief of Dupont, in
crossing the Sierra Morena was so impeded
by want of provisions and the hostility of
the mountaineers, that after some days it re-
turned to Madrid without having communicated
with the troops in the south, although a corps
of 6,000 men had been detached to Carolina
under General Wedel to cover its junction.
The force at Andujar thus weakened, and left.
to its fate, was closely blockaded and incessantly
harassed by the Spaniards, who had now col-
lected above 25,000 men at Los Visos in their
front, and had occupied all the surrounding
mountains with armed peasantry. The extre-
mity to which it was reduced is thus described
by General Dupont in an intercepted letter to
General Beliard imploring succours.

“ We have not a moment to lose in quitting a
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position where we cannot subsist. The soldier ¢HAP.
.all day under arms, cannot, as hitherto, reap the JL,
corn and make bread, and all the peasantry have ;ggg.
deserted their homes. For heaven’s sake send
.us prompt assistance.—Send us a strong cam-
pact body of troops—send us, without a mo-
ment’s delay, medicines and linen for the
wounded, for the enemy for a month past have
intercepted all our ammunition, our waggons and
provisions from Toledo.” In this straightened
condition the French remained for sixteen days,
when, being deprived of every supply, Dupont
meditated to fall back through Baylen and join
Wedel’s force at Carolina ; but a division of Spa-
niards under General Reding boldly passed the
Guadalquivir at the ford of Mengibar, and took
up a strong position on the road between them. 19t July.
Being unable to subsist for another day, General
Dupont, to free himself, directed a combined
attack to be made by his own and General
Wedel’s force on Reding’s division‘. The column 21st July.
from Andujar, having marched during the night
unobserved by the troops in its front, was at
first successful ; but the orders to Wedel not
having been received in time to admit of his
attack being simultaneous, General Dupont
was not able to force Reding’s position before
the whole of General Castanos’s army came up
with his rear: the numbers were then too
unequal; after a long struggle the French be-
came worn out, and gave way on all points, with
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the loss of between 2 and 3,000 in killed and
wounded, on which Dupont negociated a capi-
tulation, and surrendered the remainder of his
force prisoners of war.—General Wedel’s divi-
sion, which had routed every thing opposed to
it, reached the field of action near Baylen soon
after the surrender, when deeming further suc-
cess hopeless it also capitulated; but having its
rear open, with the power of attempting to effect
a retreat, it obtained the more favourable terms
of being sent to France. The number of veteran
troops thus made prisoners rather exceeded
14,000. Impartial truth requires it to be added,
that the junta of Seville sullied the lustre of
these brilliant achievements, by a breach of the
capitulation granted to Wedel’s corps; on its
arrivdl for embarkation at Cadiz, it was, by their
orders, detained, and men and officers placed in
close confinement, where the greater number
miserably perished.

General Castanos immediately made prepara-
tions to move on Madrid from the south, and
General Cuesta having re-organised his army,
and, not being rendered more prudent by defeat,
was again in march on the same point from the
north, when the probable ill consequences of:
such premature and unconnected movements
were luckily averted by the apprehensnons of
the intruders. S

In most. countries, with such a reduced mili-'
tary establishment as in Spain at this period,
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the general adhesion of the nobility and consti- CHAP.

tuted authorities to the person in possession of

l]‘

the regal dignity, would have been sufficient to ;4og.

have maintained him on the throne, or would at
least have rendered him the chief of a very
powerful party ; but the Castilian grandees and
nobles, chained to the court, and prevented with
jealous care from residing on their estates, were
almost unknown to their tenantry. The only
great resident proprietors were the clergy, who,
having unbounded influence under the Bour-
bons, were to a man hostile to the change,
and in secret strenuously exerted both their
worldly and spiritual authority in opposition to
the new dynasty. The several branches of the
government had been debased into mere instru-
ments of the kingly power, and the will of
the monarch, promulgated by ministers re-
sponsible to him alone, had become the para-
mount authority throughout the realm, and was
implicitly regarded as the supreme law. Joseph,
therefore, viewed by the people as an unlawful
intruder, found himself surrounded by most of
the nobility and ministers of the former court,
and receiving all the homage of sovereignty,
- without being able to influence any portion of
the country in his favour, or to organise the
smallest royal band. There being no represen-
tative body to stand between the sovereign and
the nation, his rule could not be disguised or
VOL. I. ¥
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palliated by any semblance of popular forms;
and it was found necessary to enforce all his de-
crees by the aid of the French troops. It soon
became apparent that their numbers were alto-
gether insufficient for that purpose and also to
contend with the provincial levies;, Joseph,
therefore, on hearing of the approach of the
several armies, alarmed at the general movement
and at the great loss his troops had already sus-
tained, withdrew from Madrid on the Ist of
August, after ten days’ residence, and fixed his
court at Vitoria, causing all the French troops,
about 47,000 men, to retire into cantonments
behind the Ebro. '

This abandonment of the seat of government,
and of the richest provinces of the kingdom,
become absolutely necessary to prevent the de-
struction of the intruders in detail, was impu-~
dently set forth to the world by the French
press, as a mere change of quarters, for the pur-
pose of breathing a purer air and drinking better
water. Nothing was allowed to appear on the
subject of the rising of the people, except an
occasional paragraph bewailing the influence of
the monks, who, opposed to every thing liberal,
and united with England the eternal enemy of
the continent, were represented as having stirred
up some of the lower classes into insurrection.
These statements invariably concluded with the
assurance that every good and virtuous man in
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Spain was attached to the new order of go-
vernment, and that. perfect obedience would
speedily be enforced. Joseph’s Spanish ad-
herents, however, thought so differently, that,
on his arrival at Vitoria, he found them reduced
to five ministers, five counsellors of state, two
grandees, two marquesses, four generals, one
counsellor of Castile, one counsellor of the In-
dies, two members of the junta of commerce,
the royal secretary for the interpretation of lan-
guages, a few clerks, and about .twenty private
individuals. )

The retreat of the different French corps was
effected without the slightest molestation, and
when united into a body, they bade defiance to
every attack, but had the mortification to find
all extraneous exertion end in defeat or dis-
comfiture. At Zaragossa, an unfortified town
on the Ebro, of the utmost importance to the
security of their new cantonments, a.few ill-
- disciplined troops under General Palafox, with
the citizens, successfully resisted their efforts
for sixty-three days. That city, of consider-
able extent, intersected by a broad river, and
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First de-
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studded with. large massive buildings easily .

convertible into separate defensible posts, is

peculiarly adapted for internal warfare. The
French, not anticipating such mode of resis-

tance, attempted its reduction with a very in-
adequate force—a corps of only 5,000 infantry
F2
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CHAP and 500 cavalry, with a few field-pieces, under
\w General Lefebvre, being allotted for that ser-
1808. Vice. It marched from Pamplona early in June,

2d July.

and in a petty affair on the 14th, at Alagon, dis-
persed the Zaragossan forces about 3000 in num-
ber, which had imprudently advanced to give
battle, and pursued them to the gates of thecity;
when the French, seeing the only defence_to be a
mud wall, fo- the purposes of municipal regula-
tions, and despising men who had fled before
them almost without resistance, boldly assaulted
the place near the gate of Portello. The Spa-
niards, however, firmly resisted behind the wall
and within the buildings round the spot, and
after many gallant efforts, attended with partial
success, the assailants were repulsed with great
loss, most of those who had penetrated into the
town being put to death.

On this failure General Lefebvre withdrew
to a position a few miles distant from the city,
where he remained till the end of the month,
when having received some twelve-pounders, he
took possession of the heights of Torrero, in front
of which he put his artillery in battery, and after
forty-eight hours firing, the wall appearing con-
siderably damaged, again boldly advanced to
the assault: the place, however, having remained
open on the left of the Ebro, above 5,000 troops

~ with artillery had joined the defenders, and such

a destructive fire of musketry was maintained
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on the storming columns during their approach, CHAP.
that they broke and fell back, without making _!!-
an effort to force over the defences.—This ;gog.

second failure rendered ultimate success very
precarious, as it gave the citizens the hnghest
confidence, who were, moreover, hourly im-
proving their defences, besides receiving sup-
plies of every description from the country on
the north of the river.—To depsive them of
these succours, a bridge was laid down below
the town, by which the cavalry crossed on the
11th of July, and completely invested the place,
destroying the mills and preventing the entry
of the foragers. Shortly afterwards, a reinforce-
ment of men with some heavy artillery having
joined the besiegers, they effected a large breach
near the convent of Santa Engracia, which
they successfully stormed on the 4th of August,
and having penetrated into the very heart of
the city, sent a summons to General Palafox to
surrender, to which, in order to keep up the
spirit of his people, he returned the celebrated
laconic reply, Guerra al cuchillo—War even to
the knife. From that moment the contest be-
came a succession of personal combats amongst
the ruins, or in the houses, wherein the as-
sailants, being unable to make use of their
artillery, and deriving little advantage from
discipline or tactics, had nothing to balance
the superior numbers of the defenders. This

F3- .
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quickly became evident to the Zaragossans, and
a feeling of enthusiastic confidence spread
through all ranks and both sexes.—For eleven
days and nights the struggle continued without
intermission, the French rather losing than gain-
ing ground, when, to use the expression of their
own bulletin, ¢ after fourteen fortified convents,
three-fourths of the city, the arsenal and all the
magazines, were in their possession, and that
nearly the whole of the unfortunate city of
Zaragossa had been destroyed by the mine, the
artillery, or the flames,” they were obliged, by
the approach of the Spanish armies to raise the
siege, and retire on their main body. Gerona
likewise opposed a successful resistance to their
efforts.—General Duhesme, after bombarding
the place during the first weeks in July, and
being twice repulsed in attempts to carry an
outwork by storm, relinquished the undertaking,
suffering much from petty attacks on his retreat
to Barcelona, which place the Catalans imme-
diately blockaded. ‘

The concentration of the intruders gave great
scope for the popular movements, and several of
the late ministers of Ferdinand, seeing the deter-
mined resistance of their countrymen, quitted
the service of Joseph and embraced the po-
pular side. One of them, Don Pedro Cevallos,

at this period, first made known the secret treaty

with dts attendant train of artifice by which the
royal family had been entrapped, and an insi-
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dious enemy introduced into the heart of the CHAP.
country. This exposition raised the national \—H‘u
feeling almost to enthusiasm. To conquer or to 1g¢s.
die for our country and Ferdinand the Seventh, The entho.

siusm it ex-

was inscribed on every banner, which simple and Jieq in o
intelligible sentiment served to unite the exer- jouro Fer-
tions of all classes. The clergy under its inspi-

ration exhorted to activity and perseverance; the
students at the colleges formed themselves into
battalions ; many young men of birth emulated

their spirited conduct ; the peasantry assembled

in multitudes to be drilled ; corps were organized

in every province ; military rank and appoint-

ments were distributed by the Juntas with

lavish profusion; every man exhibited some
emblem of patriotism, and the country seemed
‘overspread with a population of soldiers or poli-

tical enthusiasts. '

Corps now pressed forward on the Ebro from spaniards
every province, and as the French remained on becone two
the defensive, never risking the slightest loss,
their prudence was imputed to fear, and a pre-
sumptuous confidence took deep root amongst
the patriot officers, and spread over the whole
population. In the exultation of the moment,
the complete defeat which the army under
General Cuesta had sustained, from a very in-
ferior French force, was glossed over as merely
the effects of a superior cavalry acting in a level
and open country against young troops.—The

F 4
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ability of the new levies to contend with the
French in the mountainous districts was not
the more doubted ; and those most moderate in
their expectations confined their wishes to the
intermixture of a greater proportion of old sol-
diers.—These were most opportunely supplied
by the courage and loyalty of the Marquis de
la Romana, who, in command of the 13,000
veterans cajoled from Spain in the previous
autumn, had, by the precautionary policy of
Buonaparte, been removed to the distant shores
of the Baltic. There, precluded from all direct
intercourse with his country, being deceived by
artful representations of the submission and at-
tachment of his countrymen to Joseph, and
resistance in the midst of an overpowering
French force being hopeless, he gave his adhe-
sion to the new government; but soon after,
being made acquainted by the British admiral,
Keats, with a faithful account of the events
passing in Spain, he planned an attempt to
liberate his army.*—Deceiving the vigilance of

* The circumstances attending the rescue of the Spanish
troops were as follow.

On the 5th of August, a Spanish subaltern officer crossing
with dispatches from Langeland to Nyeborg, in an open boat
in the middle of the day, conceived the project of rejoining his
countrymen, through the medium of the English navy, and
being well seconded by his servant, obliged the boatmen, by
dint of beating them with their sabres, to row along-side the
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Marshal Bernadotte, the French commander in ciiaP.

Jutland, he secretly assembled the different bat-

Edgar, 64, lying in the offing, from which vessel he was sent
on board the flag ship, the Superb. The previous day a cap-
tain of the Spanish navy had arrived from England, with dis-
patches from the Junta at Seville to the Marquis de la Ro-
mana ;—the officer willingly took charge of them, with a letter
from Admiral Keats, and being landed in the night, carried
them in safety to the Marquis in Jutland.

The same day an aide-de-camp of Bernadotte had been at
the Spanish head-quarters, to insist that the conditional oath
of allegiance taken by the Spanish troops to Joseph Buona-
parte should be strengthened according to a prescribed form.
To this every individual manifested a strong repugnance ; and
La Romana, finding the British Admiral prepared to receive the
troops, instantly decided to take advantage of the irritation of
the moment, and withdraw them. The Spanish army was
quartered in Funen, 'Jutland, Langeland, and Zealand. On
pretence of marching to oblige the troops in the former place
to take the prescribed oath, he readily obtained from the Danish
magistrates, waggons and boats to facilitate his movements, and
by good arrangement and extraordinary long marches, united
all his forces from the two first places (except one regi-
ment of cavalry) at Nyeborg, on the 9th of August, two of the
battalions even coming from the extremity of Jutland, and
crossing the Little Belt. The Marquis at the same time sent
orders to the troops in Zealand, about 3,000 in number, to
march to the shore of the Great Belt to be taken off by the
English ships; but the French ambassador having intercepted
the dispatch, they were disarmed and put under restraint.
From Nyeborg the troops were conveyed to Langeland, where
they remained till the 21st, when they were taken to Gotten-
burg, and put on board English transports.

It is understood that, some wecks previously, offers of as-

11,
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1808.
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CHAP. talions, and, on communicating his intentions,

- finding men and officers anxious to return

1808. home, directed them, by marches of unequalled

length and celerity, on Nyeborg and Lange-

land. A regiment of cavalry in Jutland and

three battalions in Zealand, being immediately

in contact with a superior force, were surrounded

and disarmed; but the remainder of his army,

9000 in number, reached the point of concen-

21 Aug. tration in safety, from whence they were em-
barked for Santander.

Diridedgo-  On the liberation of the capital, the mem-

If:".,':::.‘,;f bers of the council of government formed them-

selves into a central junta, and immediately
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