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PREFACE.

IN attempting to detail the events attending
the military career of an illustrious Officer, it
is of importance to record, however imperfectly,
the progress of the armies with whom he
served, under circumstances where the imme-
diate object of the Memoir was not personally
concerned. Itis with this view that the Author
of the following pages has endeavoured to give
a Precis of the most remarkable occurrences of
the Peninsular War,—not arrogating to him-
self the talent or information requisite to pro-
duce an historical work worfhy of a period so

fraught with great events, but in order to
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introduce, with regularity, the scenes in which
Sir James Leith became conspicuous for his
valour, and eminent from the possession of &
wperior understanding.



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. \

~

FEW periods in the history of any Couﬁhy
have produced so great or so rapid a change in
s miiitary importance, as that from the com-
mencement of the Spanish Revolution in 1808, -

to the Treaty of Paris in 1815, did with regard
* to Great Britain. For-a series of years, its army

thad been only known upon the Continent of
- Europe from the occasional expeditions fitted

out to make descents on the coasts of the
~enemy, which were not unfrequently attended

‘with disaster, and (with the exception of the
Egyptian campaign) ot of a nature to afford
opportunities whereby the troops could prove
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thie extent of those qualities that greater expe-
rience and a wider field of action deonnstrated
to the world, as worthy the character of the
I;:alion, and rivals in fane with a navy which
had so long maintained its pre-eminence.

Fcr a length of time,a desponding feeling
accompanied the commitment (as it was con-
ceived) of a British force upon the Continent,
which gradually dispelled as success produced
‘conﬁdence, and custom reconciled the losses
inseparable from the service on which it was
einployed. ‘

. Victory, poss_essing‘unbounded.ihﬂuence over
the minds of,evgry race of human ‘beings, ope-
rated. as a stimnulus: to the. exertions of the
.Country in forwarding supplies, and recruiting -
the rauks of an army-that had fully established
its claim to public favour ;—themilitary policy
of the Nation became extended ; each successive
campaign was opened with more efficient means
than;the f:ormer, and those campaigns closed
upon the . army: of Lord Wellington without

its having been once vanquished in action, and’
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with establishing a renown ‘calculated to satisfy
the most sanguine éxpectations of its country-
men, and brilliant in the eyes of Europe.

It was in this glorious field that the talents
and bfavery of so many British officers became
known to the world, and amongst others the
subject of the following Memoir.
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MEMOIRS, &

CHAP. I
—Gan-

JAMES LEITH, the third Son of John
Leith, Esquire, of Leith-Hall, was born at the
Seat of his Ancestors, in Aberdeenshire, upon
the 8th August, 1763.
The early part of his education was con- .
- ducted by a private tutar, after which he stu-
died at the University of Aberdeen. Having
chosen the Army as a profession, he was sent to
a Military Academy at Lisle, where he remain-
ed a considerable length of time, and perfected

himself in those sciences connected with the



13

education of an officer. His talents, the ele-
gance of his manuver and address, made him,
at this commencement of his life, distinguished
and courted. Possessed of a commanding
figure, and an intelligent, handsome counte-
nance, he added to generosity of disposition a
warmth of heart and polished deportmenf that
stamped him as a person of no common pro-
“mise. ’ . ,

In the year 1780, Mr. Leith returned from
Lisle to join the 21st Regiment, to which he
had been appointed, and immediately com-
menced his duties as Second Lieutenant in that
corps :—he was soon after promoted to a Lieu-

“tenancy in the 81st Highland Regiment ; and,
having subseqbéhtly obtained the- rank of
Captain, served with it until the Peace of 1783,
when the 81st were included in the reduction
of the army, which took place in consequence
of that event. ‘ ’

Captain Leith was not destmed to remain
long unemployed, and in a few months was ap-

pointed to the 50th Regiment, then at Gibral-
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tar, to which garrison he repaired withont delay.
He soon after. became Aide-de-Camp to Sir
Robert Boyd, K. B. then Governor of the For-
tress, and continued upon that officer’s Staff
during the subsequent period of his command.
For several years- Captain Leith continued,
with little intermission, to do duty at Gibral«
tar, either upon the Staff or with his regiment ;
and, 'upon General O’Hara being placed in
command, he became his Aide-de-Camp, in
which situation he accompanied him to Toulon,
and took an active part in the warfare carrying
on between the Republican army and that of
Great Britain and her allies in 1798.
~ Toulon became the base of the line of opera-
tions the most advantageous possible against
the South of France, taking in reverse all the
defences which Nature or Art had produced on
the side of the Alps, and affording the best
means of communication with the Royalist de-
partments on the Rhone. | |
 The Republicans were fully aware of the

importance of Toulon to their opponents, and
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made great exertions to &is_possess them of it.
General Dugommier, with 40,000 men, was
employed on this service.—The details of the
important siege which followeé, present a series
of attacks upon exterior works in the possession
both of the allies and of the enemy, and which
became the scenes of frequent and sanguinary
conflict.

Napoleon Bonaparte first became distin -
guished during these operations, where he
served as an Officer of Artillery, and gave such
proofs of genius as to be admitted to the Coun-
cils of War'in the Republican Army, at which
his presence was deemed essential.

On the 30th November, 1793, a sortie was
made by the British, and in the first instance
attended with success ; but the troops having
continued to pursue the enemy, got into confu-
sion, and were driven back.

General O’Hara having unfortunately been
made prisoner upon this occasion, Captain -
Leith was appoinied Aide-de-Camp to Major-'
General David Dundas,.with whom he conti-
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sued for a few months, and the British force
spon after evacuating Toulon, he returned to
England. ’ 4

Having been previously promoted to the rank i
ef Major by Drevet, be (in 1794) received
qrders to raise a Fencible Regiment, which
Bhe accomplished in his native county, not-
withstanding his brother and the Marquis
of Huntly having raised regiments of the line
in the same part of Scotland a short time
previous.

Colonel Leith embarked for Ireland with
his regi ment, styled « The Aberbeenshire Fen-
eibles,” and served in that Country for several
years. During the Rebellion he was cobspi-
euous for bis activity and firmness of mind,
and those qualities that found " full scope for
developement in the mercy and forgiveness -
extended to many of the unfortunate objects of
mistaken feeling, whom circumstances placed
wm his »pvower ;—and it is no slight eulogium,
.that, during scenes where so much bloodshed

was inevitable, Colonel Leith’s humanity never
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became in the slighte-st' degree questi'oned.-:—;
His regiment was in the highest state of disci-
pline, and its appearance upon every oocasnon
evinced the professional knowledge of i its Coth~
manding Officer.

When most of the other fencible regiments .
were redu.ced,‘ the Aberdeenshire was continued
upon the establishment, and was ultimately
disbanded when His Majesty’s Government
determined to do away that description of'
force entirely, and new-model the army in Ire-
fand. o

_The state of Ireland at this period, 2lthough
open rebellion had been suppressed, was consi-
dered very unsettled: a lurking and strong
feeling of disaffection pervaded the minds of
" its inhabitants, and a numerous armed force
~ was deemed necessary to prevent the recur-
vence of those events which a few years pre-
. vious had plunged it into all the horrors of
civil war.

In 1803, Colonel Leith havmg attained that
rank permanently in the Army-.—recewed/the
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~ Commission of Colonel of the 13th Battalion of
Reserve—and the following year was placed
upon the Staff in Ireland as a Brigadier-
General. ‘
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CHAP. IIL

_ON the 25th April, 1808, Brigadier-General
Leith was promoted to the rank of Major-
General; and sqon after was destined to com-
mence thie brilliant career:which the Spanish "
Revolution affyrded scope for, and enabled
him to display those qualities on active service
that so fully established his reputation, and
" finally placed his name amongst the most -dis--
tinguished officers of the British Army. . His
\]a.)esty s Government havmg determined upon N
sending officers to assist in 'oi;ganizing the-
Spanish levies, forming to oppose the usurpa-
tion of the Ruler of Franeg, he was ordered to
proceed to the North Coast of Spain ; on which.
service he embarked at Portsmouth the 19th,
and landed at Santander on the 23d August.
After ascertaining the measures which .
had been adopted to - collect and arm the
peasantry in the Province of Las Monta-
nas, he re-embarked in the Peruvian sloop
c
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oi war, and proceeded to Gijon, and sub-
sequemly to Oviedo, the chief town of As-
turias, where the Junta of that Province re-
sided ;—a Council guided by good feeling
towards the cause, but without the means or the
ability of giving force to measures calculated
to produce beneficial effects, or to ensure the
liberation of their Country: enthusiastic in
‘opposition to the change of Government which
had been forced upon them, and cordial in
their feelings towards Great Britain, to whose
' powerful alliance they looked for support and
'aSslstance

* Genetal Leith pointed out the necessity of
energy ‘and activity; and so successful were his
- exertions, that in a month from the period of
liis landing in Spain, General Azevedo had
,collected the ‘Asturian corps, amountmg to ten
thousand men, and proceeded to join General
Blake’s army, wlnch had penetrated tnto
Blscay

‘General Leith, while emp!oyed on thxs
sérvice, had under his command Captains Le-
~ febure, Birch, Paislev', and Jones, of the Royal '
' Engmeers, who were avtlveiy employed in
obtaining information respecting the communi-
cations of a Country but little known in a
military point of view ; which presented great
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obstacles to the movement of troops, from the
mountainous and rugged features that charac-
terise the Northern Provinces of Spain.

The advance of General Blake towards the
quarters of the French Arwy, made Santander.
again a point of great interest; and, with a view
of affording British assistance, in arms and
supplies, to the Spanish trdops, General Leith
proceeded without delay to that town ;—from
thence he arrived . at Bilbao, which had been.
occupied by a Spanish division commanded by
the Marquis de Portago. General Blake, by:
this novement, endangered part of his army,
committed himself, aud enabled the enemy'to'
bring him to action, at no distant period,.
under circumstances extremely disadvantageous:
to the cause.—Marshal Ney, aware of the
u‘nsupported situation of * Portago’s division,
broke up from Vittoria, and with a corps of
ewht ornine thousand men re-occupied Bilbao, .
compellmg the Spanish troops to retire to
Valmaseda, a village three leagues i rear of the.
former town. _

The army of Gallicia was perfectly unfit to
take the field, being composed of new levies, -
~ and lmlf armed peasantry, without discipliné:
or organization ; it became, therefore, most. im-
politic to com mence offensive operatlons against
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- troops accustomed to warfare, especially in a
Country whose, nataral difficulties presented a
serious obstacle to any advance which the ene-
my might have made in order to come in con-
tact with their opponents, and which would
have prevented himn engaging in a mountain
warfare, the only one that could have afforded
the Spanish troops the least chance of success.

. General Blake, however, continued to ad-
vance, and having received fresh confidence
from the arrival of the Marquis de la Romana’s
corps, which had been armed and equipped at
Santander by General Leith, Le attacked the
enemy’s post in front of Zornosa, but without
making any impression : this was the com-
mencement of a series of disasters. The Spanish
divisions, from the injudicious arrangements of

General Blake, were so separated as to admit of
their being overthrown in detail, which error’

the enemy speedily availed himself of. A French
corps attacked the division at Valmaseda, and
compelled it to retire in confusion; Captain
Birch, of the Engineers, was wounded upon’
this occasion, in the act of endeavouring to
rally a Spanish regiment which had given way.

At Reynosa, the corps of Romana, after a severd
~ affair, was driven back with great loss. The

Cunde de San Roman, a very brave officer, who

O [

_4
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had the temporary command of it, was-
niortally wounded ; and finally, at Espinesa
de los Monteras,. General Blake was -com-
pletely defeated, and his force dispersed in the:
mountains. Leon was given as a rallying point:
for the fugitives; to which city General Leith
accompanied the Marquis de la Romana, who
had too late arrived to supersede General Blake
in the command of the Gallician army. (4p-
pendix No. 1.) ‘
The defeat of the Estremadura army at Bur-
.-gos, the disastrous battle of Tudela, and the
occupation of Madrid by the Emperor Nape-
leon, followed in rapid succession; and before
_ the British corps, underSir John Moore, could
be assembled to act offensively, no Spanish-
ariny was in a condition to keep the field.
General Leith having received orders from
Sir John Moore to join the British army, pro-.
ceeded to Astorga, the head-quarters of Sir
David Baird’s division, and was immediately’
appointed to command the brigade consisting of
the Royal, 36th, and 81st regiments ; but a sub-
sequent arrangement of the Staff' having again -
placed Major-General Manningham at the head *
of his former brigade, General Leith was posted:
to that consisting of the 51st, 59th, and 76th:

»
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regiments, and continued to serve with it durmg
the remainder of the camnpaign. .

- The rapid march of Napoleon from Madrid,
and Marshal Soult having been strongly rein-
foreed on the Carrion, determined Sir John
Moore te retreat from Sahagun; after the troops -
had actually been under orders te march and
attack the Freunch corps posted at Saldanha.—
The late seasou of the year, the iatense cold,
and heavy rains which fell, rendered the com-
~ mencement of this celebrated retteat an opera-

tion of difficulty and privation.” The passage
of the Esla, at Valencia de Don Juan, by Sir
David Baird, was.accomplished with hazard and
delay, from the want of poutoons, and the
~flooded state of the river.
The British cavalry became engaged with
that of the enemy at Benevente, where some
“ squadrons of the red chasseurs of the imperial
guard were driven into the Esha by the ‘British
hussars ;—and- the rapid advance of his troops
rendered it necessary to centinue the retreat of
the army on Astorga, through which town the
head-quarters, the eavalry, and the divisions of
* Sir David Baird, Sir Jobn Hope, and General
Fraser passed, pursaing the great road to Co-
runa. ‘The Marquis de la Romana, with the
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weak and inefficient force which lie had beem
enabled to collect from the remains of the army
of General Blake, made a similar movement,
and retired into the mountains of Gallicia.

The presence of Napoleon being necessary in
the North of Europe, he did not accompany
his army into Gallicia, but ordered Marshals
Soult and Ney to Tollow up the retreat of the
British ; which the state of the weather, the
want: of information, and the precipitancy com-
sidered necessary, rendered severe, and. which
- nearly occasioned the dlsorgamzauon of a very ,
five and well-appmmted army.

On the evening of the Gth Ja:nuafy, 18'09.;
' Snr John Hope’s division marched in advaoce.
of Lugo, and occupied a position to keep im.
check the French - corps which had grrived
within two feagues of that town, and. was press-
ing the British rear. The following morning,
- at daybreak (after a night of incessant rain),.
 the enemy were seen blvouaced on the heights:
opposite, .and seon after commenced a recon.
moisance, attackmtr Major—General Leith’s bri-
gade with his hght traops, under cover of four.
pieces of cannoa, placed on an eminence, on the .
side of the ravine which separated the posi-
tions of the two armies; this attack was imme.:
© diately repulsed, the Ma}or General plaung
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bimself at tlie head of the hight companies of
his. brigadz, charged the enemy, drove them in-
to. the ravine with lass, and made some prf-
soners. Sir J. Meore, during the 7th, placed his
vnhple- army in position, and, on the 8th, offered
battle to the enemy, which was declined, pro-
bably on- account of his not having a sufficient
iibrée»yet arrived to warrant his attacking the
British, strongly posted as they then were.
- After dark, the troops recommenced their

march on Betanzos.

~ It is unnecessary here to detail the events
that occurred previous to the army arriving
at Coruna, which it effected on the 11th Janu-
ary, in a state of great disorganization, distress,
and wantof equipment ; but it becomesasubject
of regret that so little was' known of the real
state of the country, and of the possibility of
the communications being cut off, as to occa-
sion a rapidity of retreat unnecessary, and at-
tended with the worst consequences : from the
~ moment the British divisions had passed through
Astorga there was nothing to endanger their
safety : they retired upon their supplies, had
the pbrts of Vigo, Coruna, and Ferrol, open to
them ; nor was there any practicable route by
which a body of French troops, with artillery,
could have penetrated_through' the mountains
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and fallen on the supplies, or obstructed the
‘march of the British army. The Marquis de
la Romana’s force would have prevented any
attemp:s on the right flank of Sir John Moore’s
army; and had there been a corps of the enemy
in a situation to have operated on the left, it
must have encountered all the difficulties attend-
ing a march through the mountains of Asturias
and Gallicia in the depth of winter, a movement
it could mot have executed without expending
more time than would have been sufficient
for the British to retire upon Coruna, with-
out making forced marches in a country
every league of which afforded the finest pos-
sible ground for a rear-guard to defend itself,and
impede the progress of an advancing enemy.—

The fleet from Vigo not having appeared, it be- .

came necessary for Sir Johu Moore to take up
-« position in front of the town, eovering the
harbour, the cantonments of the cavalry, and
the civil departments of the army. This
ground, which became afterwards celebrated by
the signal repulse of the French army, he oceu-
pied as follows:—Lieut.-General Hope's divi-
sion on the left, with a brigade upon the great
road leading to Coruna ;—Lieutenant-General
Sic David Baird, with the guards, Majore
General Manningham and . Lord - William
D

F
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Bentinck’s brigades, extended along the centre,
and were appuid upon Mujor-General Leith’s
brigade, forming the right of Sir John
Hope's ;—the reserve, under the Hon. Major-
General Paget, formed, during the action, the
extreme right ; and Lieutenant-General Frazer's
division was stationed a short distance to.the
year, nearer to Coruna. Tlre army, weakened
by its losses during the retreat, and from a light
corps, under Brigadier-General Crauford, hav-
ih_g, been sent to Vigo, while the main body
" kept the route to Coruna, did not exceed
fifteen thousand infantry: the accoutrements of
the soldiers lost or damaged during the retreat;
the arms, in many cases, out of repair, and
nearly rendered unserviceable, from the constant
snow and rain which had fallen, when no time
could be granted for putting them in a better
state; the minds of officers and men harassed
and dispirited by the disastrous aspect of affairs,
“or feeling the effects of excessive fatigue, en-
eouptered in the depth of winter, under circum-
stances of peculiar hardship, rendered the pros-
pect of an getion not so desirable as usual with
* British troops.
;. On the 13th January, the enemy having.
passed the river, occupied the heights above the
village of Burgo, with his right upon the great
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read from Betanzos, and his left resting on a
wood above the village of Elvina. On the
14th, he tried the range of two guns, placed
in rear of a village occupied by his advanced
posts, and directed against the bivouac of Majors
General Hill’s brigade; but a well-directed fire
from the British artillery compelled him to
withdraw ; and it was evident that nothing
serions was jntended that day. £

On the 15th, Lieutenant-Colonel M¢‘Kenzie,
5th regiment, was killed in an affair of ’pésts;'
endeavouring to get possession of two guns the
enemy had again placed in advance, in frent of
the left of the British ‘position. Daring these
operations, the cavalry, commissariat, sick, &c. .
of the army had been embarked; and the
fleet under Rear-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood,
eonvoying the transports, having joined Admiral
De Courcy on the evening of the 14th, the
Commander of the Forces determined upon the
embarkation of the infantry during the mght
of the 16th.

The rapid retreat of the British, the wretched
state of the roads, and the difficulty of obtain-
ing provisions, had so retardéd the progress of
the enemy, it was not until the forenoon of the
16th that the arrival of a French corps placed
‘Marshal Soult in a situation to venture an attack.
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The morning of that day having passed with-
out any indication of movement, Sir John
- Moore, after reconnoitring the enemy, rode to
Coruna to complete his arrangements, and to
ascertain the progress which had been made in
embarking the stores, horses, and baggage of
the army. ,

- About one o'clock, p. M. however, the enemy
moved some troops to his left, having previously
advanced eleven pieces of cannon in front of his
position ;—it was evident that he was forming
- columns of attack, and soon after the British
line got under arms. The left of the enemy
rested on a wood of considerable extent (as has .
been stated), sloping into the ravine, and termi.
nating a shert distance from the village of Elvi-
na ;—two of his columns descended into the
valley,—one skirting this woed, the other de-
bouching from it and attacked Lord William
Bentinck’s brigade, which was posted on the
weakest part of the British position.

Sir John Moore, who in returning from Co-
runa had received intelligence of the attack
about to commence, rode to this point; where
the enemy, after a very heavy fire of musketry,
were charged and driven back by the'50th regi-
ment; which corps carried the village of Elvina
at the point of the bayonet, and overcame
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every obstacle opposed to it ;—the 42d and 4th

regiments also distinguished themselves, by

repelling the impetuous attacks made upon
them.

The enemy kept up a heavy ﬁre from his
_cannon, which, placed on a commanding situa-
tion, plunged and, ricocheted, occasioning loss
not only to the troops engaged, but also to
those in reserve, particularly the 26th regiment,
which contjnued for a considerable length of
time exposed to the guns on the right of the
enemy’s position. During the cannonade, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Maxwell, of that corps, had his
arm carried off by a ball.

A third column of the enemy descended
from his centre, and came in contact with the
left of the guards and the B1st regiment, form-
ing part of M'gor-General Manpingham’s
brigade.

A colamn, moving on the El Burgo road,
threatened the British left, but confined its ope-
‘rations to occupying thevillageon thatread,and, .

" by a demonstration, preventing any reinforce-

ments being sent to the points where the se«

rious attacks were made."
. It was evidently the intention of the French

‘Marshal to force the British right, and by so

doing bring a strong corps between the place of -
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entbarkation and the army : the mnature of the
positibn, and the manner in which he believed
it to be occupred, gave grounds for supposing
this result within his reach, but events proved
otherwise; — a well-contested conflict, on
ground nuearly egual in poiut of advantage
to the assailants and the gssatled, convinced
him that out-flanking was the only means of
eompelling the British regiments to retire ;
while a rapid and weN.executed movement,
made by Major-Geun. Paget with part of the re-
serve, not only extended his own, but threaten<
ed to render insecure the flank of the enemy.

The cannonade, which ceutinued without
infermission, and wherein the enemy had a
decided superiority both frem the number and
weight of his guns, did great execution. The
rebound of a shot struck Sir John Moore from
his horse, while' anmating the troops by his
example, and directing them with that Judg-
ment and coolness which, on many former
eccasions, had established his renown, and
pointed him. out as an officer of the highest re-
patation.  Previous to this unfortunate event,
Sir David Baird had been carried from the
field, after baving had his arm_shattered by a
musket ball.  Lieutenant-General Hope, being
“mext in_sendority, succeeded to the command,
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ahd brought the action to its-clase with a result
which the steady conduct of the troops had
fromn the first rendered probable—the repulse
of the enemy at every point of attack.

About the middle of the action, Major-Ge-
neral Leith was ordered to relieve the 81st
(which corps had suffered severely) by ome of
the regiments of his brigade ;+—he immediately
placed himself at the head of .the 59th, and
advauced to the attack. A well-directed firve,
and charge made by the grenadiers of the regi-
meut, put the enemy to flight, and.finally com-
pelled him to desist from his efforts to force
that part of the British position. - Nearly 4t the
same moment, the village on the El Burge
road was carried by part of the 14th regiment,
eommanded by Lieutenant-Colonel NicoMs,and
 the enemy. driven out at the point of the bayo-

vet. Duarkness now prevented any further ope-
rations on the part of the victorss the French
retired tothe ecommanding position from whence
they had made the attack, and the Briish
‘advanced posts were placed: where they had
been previous to being diyen in by:the enemy’s
eolumns. (dppendiz No. 2.) Thus terminated
an affair ‘which did great honor to the troops
engaged, and which was of essential importance
to the vudisturbed embarkation of the army.
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The British loss was estimated at eight hun-
dred killed and wounded ; that of the enemy,
by his own confession, exceeded two thousand
five bundred.

The embarkation closed a campaign com- -
menced with ill-grounded hopes of success ;
conducted by an officer of ability, com-
manding an ariny brilliant in appearance,
© possessing qualities natural to British soldiers,
but without experience, and deficient in
the species of knowledge to be alone ac-
quired by practice, and by the instructions
that habit and  circumstances afford to all
ranks, but.which are very essential in the Staff;
and without which no force, however composed,
can expect to keep the field with any probable
_ chance of success, against an enemy inferior in
many respects, but whom a long system of me-
thodical warfare has perfected in every thing
connected with the existence of troops during a
campaign.

The defeat of the Spamab armies ; the mo-
ment that was. chosen to make an effort at
co-operation, when a short-lived tranquillity
in the North.of Europe enabled the Emperor
Napoleon not only to send large reinforcements
to his armies in Spain, but to proceed there in
pereon ; when the invincibility of his name con-
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veyed unbounded confidenice to the French sol-
diers; togetﬁer with want of information which .
could be relied on, contradictory reports and
ideal victories and dangers (the constant theme
of the Spanish Government), and the credulity
of the Spamsh Nation, rendered the situation
of Sir John Moore one of peculiar difficulty.

Under circumstances where the inexpe-"
rience of his afmy was likely to produce more
serious effects than are even incidental to retreat
~ in all cases, particularly wheun accompanied by -
stiow, roads jn the worst state that a severe win-
tercould place them in,and the supposed hecessity
of making forced marches to which the physical
strength of a large portion of the soldiers was
unequal, 8it John Moore shewed firmness of
mind ; nor did he ever appear to despond.
during a tedious and distressing service, wherein
he had been placed in command with great
expectations formed of the glory to be acquired:
by his army, but not a possibility of" these
hopes being realized. '

It has been the theme of reproach to the
troops, recorded by ignorance, and borne out,
unfortunately, by strong but ill-expliined facts,
that their conduct during the retreat was
marked by every species of excess; that their

insubordination bordered on a denial of all
E



34.

“authority to restrain them; and that their con-
duct to the inbabitants was, in many cases,
warked with violence, outrage, and inhuma-
nity. -
‘That this accusation cannot be fully repelled,
is undeniable; but when investigated into, it
will appear, the first instances of the kind
proceeded from men unable to make the daily
marches of their regiments, beingleft without
other means of” subsistence than they could ac«
quire from the inhabitants; and it is well known
to every officer of observation, how little the ap-
plication of a fatigued and half-starved straggler
was likely to be attended to ;—this produced a
warmer appeal, and generally ended in an en-
deavour to obtain by force those provisions
which were denied to an application, never
made with too miuch conciliation or urbanity of
conduct on the part of the British soldier.

As the period of fatigue was prolonged, the
. number of stragglers consequently increased ;
the evil became greater, and more ditlicult to
avert. The confusion occasioned by commis-
sariat stores falling into the hands of these men
at a later period of the retreat (particularly at
Nogales), placed them in possession of the
- means of adding to the intoxication they were
previously in, and reudered them incapable of
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‘fgain incorporating themselves with their re-
spective regiments. But, in justice to the
troops, it must be told, that when possessed of
strength te encounter the fatigues to which
they were exposed without falling to the rear,
‘their conduct was marked with regularity of
behaviour, and affords a strong reason for be-
lieving, that necessity first occasioned excesses
-that became notorious, and have cast a re-
“proach upon the army by whom they were
committed, The march which occasioned the
greatest irregularity (that from Lugo to Betan-
zos) was commenced at ten o'clock on the
night of the 8th January, and was one of the
most arduous ever executed. The road from
the bivouac to the- walls of Lugo, was of the
worst possible description, and the darkness of
a tempestuous winter night rendered it perilous
in a high degree. Many accidents occurred by
the soldiers getting falls among the rocks,
which in several instances incapacitated them
~ from pursuing their march with the column. ‘It .
was, in consequence of these circumstances, day-
light- before the whole army had passed the
walls of Lugo. ‘The roads, rendered extremely
deep by the great fall of rain, were encreased in
difficulty by the cars, baggage, &c. which pre-
¢eded the army on its retreat ; the accumulated -
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mud rendered it difficult for the soldier, loaded
with his accoutrements and heavy knapsack, to
extricate his feet ; added to this, a gale of wind,
with excessive cold ; a march of eleven Spanish

Jeagues (forty-four miles), performed withouta

halt, except for a. few hours on the evening of
the gth, when the army bivovaced near the
villages of Valmeda and Guitteriz, in the fields
saturated with rain, which continued to. fall in
torrents; and it is not to be wondered at, that
" many of the soldiers dropped from the ranks,
exhausted by fatigue, and - totally incapable of
further exertion ;—lying in the ditches up to
their knees in water, with the head reclining on
a wet bank, no effort or persuasion could
arouse them to energy, or make them sensible
of the dangers to which they were exposed by
the rapid advance of the enemy.

These facts being properly estimated, toge»
ther with the want of shoes (which was the case
in many instances), it will not be considered
extraordinary that many stragglers should have
been left in the rear.

The army halted a day at Betanzos; and the
march from thence to Coruna, performed under -
‘favourable circumstances as to weather; from the
distance being within the scope of every soldier’s
strength to accomplish, and being the last they
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had to make, was conducted with regularity.
. Had the troops been more experienced in cam-
paigning, and consequently better prepared for
encountering hardships and fatigue, the former
marches might have been performed with less
irregularity ; but no army could have made
that from the position in front of Lugo, to Be-
tanzos, having the same difficulties to encoun-
ter, without its organization being affected by
it, and its discipline shaken. ' :
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'CHAP. III.

UPON his retarn to England, Major-General '
Leith was placed on the Home Staff, but the

expedition to the Scheldt again called him into

active service; and, being appointed to a bri-

gade consisting of the 11th, 59th, and 79th
yegiments, he assisted at the siege of Flushing,

and, with the latter corps, took possesswu of

that fortress upon its currender.

" Severely attacked by the fatal fever of the
country, and rendered incapable of serving, he
embarked, and was conveyed to Harwich in a
state of dangerous iHuess, which, although over-
come for the moment, shook a constitution not
naturally strong, and had a baneful effect
throughout his future life,

Early in the following year, being partially
recovered from the effects of the Walcharen
~ campaign, he was appointed to the Staff in
Spain and Portugal, and resumed a distin-
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garished. situation in scenes that have placed
the troops of Great Britain in the first rank
as to bravery, and ‘which enabled them, by
experience in the art of war, and long habat
of being successfully and judiciously com-
man,ded to defeat the enemy whenever brougbt
in contact with hlm, and to perform services far
beyond what could have been executed by a
much more numnerous army, without that prac-
tical kuowledge so essential in the field.

Twenty years of success, and. the brilliant
military reputation of their leader, had ren
dered the French armies formidable :—emi-
nently acquainted with the art of. war, and
having been invincibly opposed to the nations
of the Continent, — it became an object
worthy the great Warrior destined to break the
apell, and of incalculable interest in the minds
of the youth of Britain serving in his army, to
prove, that, when fairly opposed, these troops -
- were to be defeated ; and that the military cha-
racter of the Nation, supported from the days
.aof Cressy andl ‘of Agincourt, was not only to be
upheld, but raised, by the lustre cast upon its
arms in the Peninsula.

As obstacles overcome, are valued by the
difficulties surmounted, so is the glory of
-a victorious action to be estimated by the
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quality of the troops opposed. Every cir-
cumstance tending to heighten the reputation
of the French army had’been published with
exaggeration ; every means which could add to
its “ espri¢” had been practised ; dazzled by its
renown, troops of the highest reputation-had
sunk before its legions. The Imperial esta~
blishuients, magnificent in themselves, were
pointed out to the troops as secompaniments of
a victorious army ; aud the man who led them
wras cousidered the greatest Captain of the age.
To overthrow such an enemy, made the service
in the Peninsula one of chivalrous interest, and
each succeeding campaign added to the glary of
the British arms.

Enthusiastic in -the cause, and confident in
the talents of Lord Wellington, the officers
under his command zealously learnt their
-duty ; and a Staff was formed which daily
improved in knowledge, and became capable of
conducting the details of an army in the field
with judgment and accuracy.

" Major-General Leith arrived at Llsbon in
3810, where he again experienced a severe
attack of intermittent fever ; but recovered so
much as to be enabled to take the command of
a corps of ten thousand men, assembling '
st Thomar. - Lord Wellington being then at
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~Wiseu, with the light, 1st, 3d,and 4th divisions
of the army cantoned on the Coa, at Guarda,
&e.; while Sir -Rowland -Hill, with the 2d:
division, was stationed at 4Portalegre, to observe
the movements of General - Regnier's corps
d'armée, in Spanish Estremadura.’ ‘Marshal
the Prince of Essling having assembled the 6tl
and 8th corps of the French army, commanded
by the Duke of Elchingen, and General Junot,
Duke of Abrantes, dreve the light divisiont
across the Coa, and invested Almeida en the
24th July.” He subsequently obtained ‘posses:
sion of that place in.consequence of an -unfortu:
nate explosion ‘that took place on the ‘evening
of the 26th August, from which accident the
Garrison were left without powder; and the
works being seriously damaged, the Governor
surrendered by capitulation on the 27th. In
conformity to the plan of operations; which hiad -
‘been_eoncerted, General Regnier: crossed’ the
‘Tagus at the Barca de Alconete eatly “in July,
and cantoned hig corps at Zarza Mayér, Pedd-
macor, Monsanto, &e. preparatory t6'his form-
ing a juhction with the army destined to invade
Portugal. * Sir Rowland Hill made a similar
‘inovement, and . occupied Sobriera  Formost,
 &c. In the middle of September, - Massena
marched his whole army.into :the valley of thie
, ¥ :
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" Mondego, to the north of that river. Lord
Wellington retired by its left bank ;- but having
ascertained the direction taken by his opponent,
he crossed and occupied the strong position of
* Busaco,- Sir Rowland Hill and Major-General
* Leith broke up from their cantonments, and by
3 well-regulated movement (having crossed the
Mondego at Pena Cova), arrived at Busaco pre-
v"gous to the French army coming in frout of the
Serra. : Major-General Leith’s corps was formed
on the right of the 3d division, and Sir Rowland
Hill’s to his right, having his flank on the Mon-
dego. . The whole French army was collected
i froqt of the posmon, and a reconnoissance
© made by the enemy on the 26th.
At day-light on the morning of the 27th Sep-
* {ember, a canyonade from the guns at the con-
vent of Busaco announced an attack on the
3eft of the position ; and a heavy fire of artil-
lery ‘and musketry from the 3d " division, posted
on that part-of the Serca where the great road
10 St. Antotiio de Cantara passes, bespoke a
‘serious attack at that point.
K ,Major-ﬁcnerai Leith,  whose instructions
-were (if not himself attacked), to support with
.his corps either of the divisious on his flanks
that’ inight “be "assailed, immediately moved
" sby hls left towards the  position-of the 3d divi-
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sion; but findinga stronn' column of the enemy
advancing in support of his troops a]ready en.
gaged, he advanced Colonel Barnes’ bngade,
consisting of the Royaf, oth, and 38th’ regi-

ments, in double-quick tiiné, to the head of the
column; and, after a well- dn‘ected fire, (:harged
the enemy at the head of the 9th regiment, and.
drove them from the position wuh great loss.
At the moment Mq;or-(:eneral Lenth got mtd
action, the light troops oi tbe 3d division’ were
driven back, and the enemy had actually ob
tained a temporary possession of the helghts ;
but before he had time to form, or to collect i in
force, the brilliant charge made by the gth reglr
" ment speedily ensured the favour: xble result of
the affair.  On this occasion, Ma]or-General
Leith evinced t!xat decisian of character wlnc!;
was remarkable throndmut his mlhtary llfe. A
wavering determmatxon, or a sloxvly~e\gepted
attack, by giving the enemy ‘time to tal\e”ad-
vantage of his~ temporary success, “ould havé
occasioned great loss in rega mmg tbe ppmt
he was most eager fo furce, — but. wluc 5
the rapid movement made by the Mauor-Gepe-
ral depnved him of all hopes of accomphshmg :
and General Remner desxs(ed hom any furthq
attempt (Appendz.r, No. 3 ) .
‘I'he attack-on the eft of the Brithsh pe posmon
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was equally unsuccessful on the part of the
enemy ; and, after sustaining a very severe loss,
his troops were driven into the valley, leaving
General Simon and a considerable number “of
prlsoners in the hands of the light division. ,
. 'Marshal ‘Massena, by this severe check, had
seven thousand men put hors de combat and
his direct communication with Lisbon obstruct.~
ed wnhout hopes of being enabled to force a
passage. Had the force under General Trant
arrived on the position of Sardao, as Lord Wel-
lingtbn calculated 'it would have done (but
Whlch from a misconstruction of orders, be-
came unpossnble), the French army would have
,beet‘l placed in very critical circumstances, and

" nust either have endeavoured to force a passage
in that direction,—which, from what it had
seen at Busaco, of the conduct of the Portu-
- guese troops, became at least problematical,—
or it must have endeavoured to penetrate by the
sses of the Serra de Estrella, difficult and

hazardous in the extreme. B

* Marshal Massena, having ascertained, that
the mountains near Sardad were not loccupied
put his army in motion, and turned the Bmlsh
position during the night of the 28th- Septem-, ,
ber. It became, therefore, necessary for Lord
Wellington to retreat, and get upon the great

4 ok
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road to Lisbon, by passing through Coimbra,
previous to the arrival of the enemy. Sir Row-
land Hill, at the same time, recrossed the. Mon-
~ dego, and retired upon the lines by the route of
Thomar. d
‘The march of the main body of the.army was
conducted with great regularity, notwithstand-
ing the crowded state of the road, from the whole
population of Coimbra and the villages on the
route, retiring, as had been previously directed.
The conduct of the rear-guard was very conspi-
. cuous ; and, upon every occasion where the
enemy pressed, he was attacked and sabred
by the British cavalry.—A circumstance, un-
known in the history of retreats, occurred, that
reflects the highest honer upon the troops: the
number of prisoners taken from the enemy, and
brought into the lines, was greater than those
left in his possession, by the British and Por-
tuguese.’
On the 8th of October the celebrated posi-
tion covering Lisbon, was occupied; and on
‘the 13th, the French army arrived in force
in front of it—having obtained possession of the
village of Sobral, and driven in part of Major-
General Sir William Erskine’s bngade of the
1st division, posted there.
- In-consequence of reinforcements having ar-
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rived, an aklteration now took place in the for-
mation of tlhe army: Lord Wellington added
two divisions to those alvendy employed:; the
5th, comunanded by Major-General Leith,
and the Gth, by Major-General Alexander
Campbell. : ' '

The 5th division, consisting of Major-General
Dunlop’s, Major-General Hay’s, and Brigadier-
General Sprey’s brigades, was encamped to the
rear of the Great Redoubt of Sobral, and nearly .
in the eentre of the position which was fully
occ(npied by the Alied Army. SignaF stations
were erected along the whole line, from Alhan-
dra to Torres Vedras ; gun-boats were stationed
on the Tagus to protect the right flank; the
trocps were regularly and abundantly supplied
with provisions, and Lord Wellington awaited
the effect which he ealculated would: be pro-
duced by the Euemy’s Army exhiusting its
supplies, or being destroyed by attacking the
finest fortified position which the ingenuity of
man had ever discovered or rendered perfect.

Marshal Massena established his Head-quars
ters at Alenquer, having one corps of his army
in advance, and his posts close to the British
videttes. It is ditficult to account: for the
length of time which he pasved in front of the
liwes afier he had reconnoitred - and, ascertatied
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the impracticability of carrying them; a dely
which daily added strength to hisopponent, and
wmade his own situation inore critical.
The two armies remained in a state of inattion
Auntil the night of tire i4th November, whea
the enemy broke up érom his bivouac, and re-
tired. . Lerd Wellington, oa being apprized of
this.movement, immediately put his troops in
motion ; the 5th division halted at Alenquer on
the 16th, and continued its route on Cartaxo
the following day. [t is impossible to describe
the state .of wretehednéss in which the French
troops had left the country where they had beea
wquartered and through which they had passed;
nor js it to be supposed that the accumulation
- of Blth of every description was accideatal; bat
the resultof a ivanton determination to leave
their quarters in the worst possible state for the
‘pursuing ‘army, and as a species of revenge for
the difficulties they had encountered, in conse-
quence of the judiciousarrangements previously
made to remove the:inhabitants~—a wneasure
“tending to increase the obstacles met with in
drawing forth the resources of an enemy’s coun- -
~try: perfectly acquainted as the French were
-with the most successfal mode of exaction, it
-would have been impossible for the peasantry to
have withheld from them the grain aud other
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anticles of provision they were possessed of; had
- they been:on the spot ; their removal, theréfore,
added to the distress of the I'rench army, ‘and
accelerated its retreat from the front- of the
fortified position, which Marshal Mastena found
be could not attack with any prospect of success,
without a much more .numerous army ; and
consequently, that uunless largely reinforced, -
the attempt to get to Lisbon must necessarily
fail. : '
The light, 1st, and 3th divisions of the Bri- -
tish army, continued their march upon Cartaxo,
where they arrived on the evening of the ) 7th,
_baving,. on their route, taken above 300 sick
and emaciated specimens of the French troops.
Fhe enemy occupied the strong position of
Saotarem, which he had rendered more formii-
dable by retrenchmentsand abbatis. The great
-road .crosses a morass of censiderable .extent
(in: the centre of which runs the Rio Mayor), by
acauseway walled on. each side, and elevated
above the plain. A strong abbatis; lined with
“tjrailleurs, .formed the French advanced post
upon this read ; and a height, close to the end
. of the causeway on the Santarem side, was
armed with artillery, which swept the whole
.extent of it ;—the approach was further de-
fended by .breast-works, . and trees cut down,
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which rendered lt°extremely difficult, and en«
sured a. serious loss to the troops that might
endewonr to force it.  Lord Wellington threa-
tened this position on the evening of the 17th,
‘aund ‘early next morning the allles marched to
execate the following movements: —-Ma_)or-
General Hay s brigade of the 5th division, and
ﬁxwadxer-General Pack’s Portuguese brigade,
wereto ford the river ax?d turn theenemy’sright,
driving in his posts and advancing until they
forined a juuction, or communicated with the
entre column, cousisting of the first division -
under Lieutenant-General Sir Brent Spencer, !
and two brigades of the 5th, commanded by
’\Iajor-Geneml Leith ,——theae troops were to
proceed in column along the causeway, until
across the Rio Mayor, when they were to leave
the road, incline to their left, and march direct
to the enemy ;—the light division to cross the
river farther tothe right, and maneeuvre in that
direction as events mnght render advuable. C
The heavy rain which fell ‘during the mght,
rendered the fords lmpassable, and consequently
prevented the attack being executed as had been
ordered ; but, independent of this cxrcumstancg,
it would probably not have been carried into
effect, from Lord Wellmgtou having received
intelligence that the main body of the French
G
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army had gone into cantonments in the valley
of Thomar, occupying Torres Novas, Goligao,
Punhete, &e. and’ that the movement made
from in front of the lines was only a change of
‘}’)'os'ition, no further retreat being intended for
some time. The allies, therefore, went into
‘cantonments ‘also, ‘occupying Cartaxo, Alco-
- ‘entre, Azambuja, &c. During these operatlons,
‘the boats of the fleet at Lisbon, under the direc-
‘tion ‘of Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Williams,
‘transported Sir Rowland Hill’s corps to the left
‘bank of the Tagus, to prevent the French army
from obtaining supplies in the Alentejo, or pass-
ing the river without a serious loss; and it be-
'came qnartered at Chamusca, &c. Abrantes
having been secured from a coup-de-main, the
‘enemy, after frequent reconnoissances, gave up
“all idea of obtalmng possession of the bridge at
“that place, by which he might have communi-
“cated with the Alente_]o ;—and fortunately, the
Duke of Dalmatia was too much occupied in the
'Andaluslas, to make an incursion to the South
“of Portugal ; which might have been very serious
in its effects, had he, by a well-timed and rapid
‘movement, arrived opposite Lisbon at the mo-
_ment when the  Army of Pertugal® came in
frbnt of the lines.

" Massena, aware of the difficultiés in which
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he was placed, and of the impracticability of
 effecting the conquest of Portugal without very
large reinforcements, and .a supply of p:ovisioné,
‘which the country around his . cantonments
could not be expected much longer to adord
dispatched General Foy to Paris wnh ‘8
representation of the state. of his army but
after all his efforts, a corps of ten thousand
men, under General Drouet, which had been
"assembled at Valladolld and formed the 9th
~ corps d'armée, was the only remforcement he
received.

Major-General Leith, w:th the 5tb dnvnslon,
had been stationed at Alcoentre and at Torres
Vedras during this period of mactwnty At the
latter place he again experienced a severe attack
of the Walcheren fever, and was reluctantly
compelled, by the. advice of the Medical Staff,
to quit the army ; he therefore proceeded to

- Lisbon, and subsequently returned to England

for the recovery of his health.
The French army, weakened by sickness and
~ desertion; dispirited by inaction, and"having
exhausted the country from whence it-drew its
supplies, after passing the whole winter with-
“out making any movement of consequence, was
atlength put in motion. On the night of the 5th
of March, the corps at Santarem was with-
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drawn, and the followmg day that town became
the British head-quarters; — a strong force
under Major-General the Honorable William

‘Stewart at the same time marched upon Tho-

mar, where it at first appealed the intention of
the enemy to. assemble his’ army.—Marshal
"Massena retired his whole force upon Pombal,
‘with the exception of General Regnier's corps,
which marched by Espinhal ; and the division
of General Loison, which took the route of An-

ciao. He had previously sent his sick and bag-

gage to the rear, and by concentrating his troops
at Pombal (apparently with an intention of
making a stand), he gave time for these incum-
brances to be moved on without obstructing
his route, or endangering thexr bemg of neces-
sity abandoned.

Marshal the Duke of Elchingen was placed
in command of the rear-guard, composed of ten
thousand infantry, and all the light cavalry ‘of
the army.

Lord Wellington followed up the retreat
with the greatest alacrity ;—he drove in the
enemy’s posts in front of Pombal on the 11th
March, and made his arrangements for a gene-
ral attack on the following morning; but the
French having withdrawn during the night, he
‘continued the pursuit, and cawe up with the

L4
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6th and 8th corps, strongly posted in advanes
of Redinha, having their right resting on a
wood near the river Soure, and their left extend-
'i'ng to the high ground above the river of Re-
‘dinha.  From- this position’ the enemy was
dislodged on the "12th, but not uitil he ‘had
odcasioned a’counsiderable loss of time to the
allies, and thereby enubléd the incumbrances
of hig army to be retired without preeipitation.
The retreat of the- French, from iits com-
mencement to its termination (upon reaching
the frontier), was conducted with great ability;
" nor could all the exertions of Lord Wellington
“occasion the enemy a severe loss,  Wherever
" the rear-guard was overtuken, it was found
posted in a situation to ascertain a serious
struggle, if directly attacked,—and a great de-
tour and consumption of time, on the part of
the allies, if turned. When turned, it fell back
with rapidity upon the main body, without
risk of losing its artillery’ or equipment of any
" description.  Being composed of the .élite of
" the army, very few men fell to the rear; and:
the certainty of being murdered by the pea- .
“santry, if they did so, repressed straggling in
tlre French columne. . '
A circumstance occurred in one of the moun-
tain villages, that strongly marked the exaspe-

A
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rated feelings of the Portuguese people, and
proved how well founded were the apprehen-
sions of the evemy on that account :—Exhaust-
ed with extreme cold and fatigue, a French sol-
dier got into one of the large ovens (which'still
yetained some heat), and was discovered in that
situation by a peasant, after the corps to which "
be .befonged had marched, who left the house
withouat awakening the unfortunate soldier, and,
in the street, met Capt. Todd, of the Staft Corps,
to whom he expressed great anxiety that he
‘should accompeny him,—a request immediately
complied with,—and, to his astonishment, the
soldier was drawn from his extraordinary retreat,
and stabbed by the peasant before Capt. Todd
. had time to intercede for his life. Had this act
been committed unseen, half the satisfaction
would have been lost; but to have it in his
‘power to shew a British Oficer that he had put
a French soldier to death, appeared a grent :
instance of good fortune.
On the morning of the 14th March, the allies
_ advanced from their bivouac a league from Con-
deixa, and passed through that town, which
had been burnt by the enemy. The 6th and
8th corps d’armée were soon after discovered
posted near Cazal Nova, and Lord Wellmgton
mauceuvred to dislodge them. Major-General
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Picton, with the 3d division, turned the left
flank of the enemy; while Majot-General
Cole, with the 4th division, marched ﬁpon Pa-
nella, for the purpose of securing the passage of
‘the river Esa, and the communication -with
Espmhal where ‘Major-General Nightingale.
was in observation of General Regnier's move-
ments, Sir Wm. Erskine, with the light divi-
sion, turned the right of the enemy; and the
advance of the light and 6th were engaged in a
tu‘mllade, which continued for some time—after
wirich, in consequence of the flank movements
of Major-General Picton and Sir William Ees-
kine, Marshal Ney retired to within a league of
‘Miranda de Corvo. General Regnier, with the
2d corps d'armée, rejdined the Prince of Essling
this day. )
The light and 3d, supported by the 1st and
6th divisions, and two brigades of cavalry, drove
the rear-guard of the enemy in confusion across -
the Ceira, near Foz d’Arouce, on the evening
-of the 15th; with great loss; — many were
“drowned in the fords, and aconsiderable quantity
of baggage, ammunition, waggons, &c. were
taken in the town. A delay now occurred,
-which enabled the French army to get consi-
derably in advance of its pursuers :—the bridge
over the Ceira having been destroyed, and the
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conunissariat supplies not arrived,  Lord Wels
lington halted the arpy on the 16th, on, which
day he detached Mujor-General Cole with the
4th division; and Colonel de Grey’s brigade of
cavalry, to join Marshal Beresford ip the Alen.
tejo. The following morning, heowever, the
treops forded the Ceira, and recommepced the
pursuit.  On the .18th, the allies -advanced
towards. the Punte de Marcella ; but finding
the enemy had also destroyed that bridge, and
lefta considerable foree to guard the ford, Lord
‘Wellington moved upon Pombeiro, and fixed
his bead-quarters there. The Alva was forded
by the fivst division, at five o’clock on the even-
ing of the 19th; and from that day to the 25th,
the allies. hivouaced. on the position of Moita,
—anxiously expecting the arrival of the provi-
sions, which, laving to. follow up, could not
keep pace with the rapid movements of the
troops, and unavoidably occasioned the only
interruption. of consequence’ the .army expe-
rienced between Sautarem and the froutier.
Upon the supplies being received, Lord Wel-
Jington again advanced in pursuit of the enemy,
+ taking theroad to Celerico, vpon which route
. the French army had retired. With the excep-
tion of General Regnier’s corps, that marched
_ by the gnountains .upon Guarda, where subse-
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quently the Prince of Essling assembled a véry
harge force.  The British head-quarters arrived
at Celerico on the 28tl), and on the 29th Mas<
-fena retired from (xuarda, upon the appearancg
of the allies.
A well-conducted movement made by Ma-a
-jor-General Picton across the Serra-de Estrelta,
_upotr the enemy’s left, by the mountain track
fromr Monteigas, the light division' advancing
upon his right by Frexadas; and by the 5th and
6th divisions marching along the high road
~ through the valley of Mondego, and ascend-mg
in front of the city, from its admirable combi=
nation as to time and precision of manceuvre, so
impressed the French Marshal, that he instantly
" eommenced his retreat towards the Coa, by Sa-
bugal, pursued by the cavalry and light troops,
of the allies, who took three lundred prisoners.
~ General Regnier halted behind the Coa, at
Sabugal; until the 3d- of April, in which posi-
tion the light division became engaged with the
whole of the 2d corps d’armée.  Colonel Beclke
with’s brigade thrée times repulsed the atticks
of fresh troops very superior in number ; and
upon the arr val of the other brigade of the light
division to support him, a fourth column of the
enemy, with a body of cavalry, was attacked -
and driven back. General Regnier was in the
n
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act of forming for a renewed o sanlt, when he
perceived the 5th division, whicli, having cross-
ed the bridge of Sabugal, crowned the heights
upon his right, the British cavalry, at the same
time, appearing on the elevated plain in rear of
bis left; he therefore commenced his retreat by
themountainstowards Rende. I this gallantand
unequal contest, the allies occasioned a loss to the
enemy of a howitzer, four hundred dead upon
the field, with three hundred and . thirty pri-
soners and a considerable quantity of baggage.

At Alfaiates, on the 5th April, the British
General gave up the pursuit of the French army,
which continued its march upon Ciudad Ro-
drigo, and arrived there in a state of wretched-
ness, disorganization, and misery. Not a
French soldier (with the exception of the garri-
son of Almeida) now remained in arms in Por-
tugal; and Lord Wellington had the satisfac-

tion of seeing the invasion of the enemy com-
- pletely defeated by his wise combinations, and
by the valour of the army that had the good
fortune to be commanded by him.



CHAP. IV.

==

OV the gth April, 1811, Villa-formosa be-
came the head;q'uarters of the allied army ; and
Lord Wellington reconnoitred Almeida, which
he, found secured from a coup-de-main, and
strongly garrisoned ; he therefore determined
_upon a blockade, and posted the troops to pre-
vent supplies being introduced.—Not supposing
it possible for the French ¢ Army of Portugal”
to be in a state to resume active operations for
some time, his Lordship proceeded to the Alen-
tejo, to ascertain what measures were necessary
. to be adopted in that quarter.—Badajos, after
holding out for forty days, and its. garrison,
under General Menacho (who was uufortunately
killed), having made a very honorable defence,
was surrendered by General Imaz; who suc-’
ceeded to the command, and_ signed terms of '
capitulation “with the Duke of I'reviso, on the
10th March, under very inexplicable cirenma.
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stances—he being at the time in communica-
tion, by telegraph, with Lord Wellington, ap-
prised of the retreat of the Prince of Essling,
and with an -immediate prospect of being re-
lieved. Previous to this serious misfortune,
another event of a disastrous nature had taken
place, in the surprise and defeat of a Spanish
corps posted on the (:evora, and cominanded -
by General Mendizabal, a "brave oticer, but
without talent-or instruction. The route upon
this occasion was complete, and the whole of
the Spanish troops (with the exception of a
small number saved by the gallantry and exgr+
tion of Don Carlos de Espana) were either
- killed or made prisoners.

To add to the gloomy aspect of affairs in this
part of the Peninsula, Campo Mayor was taken
on the 23d March. .

Lieutenant-General Hill having, from illness,
been compelled to relinquish the command of
the corps he had for a length of time so ably
conducted, Marshal Sir William Beresford was
the senior officer in the Alentejo; and, hav-
ing under his orders the 2d and 4th divisions, -
a Portuguese division commanded by Major-
General Hamilton, the 13th light dragoons,
Colonel de Grey’s brigade of heavy cavalry,and -
two brigades of artillery, he arrived at Campo
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Mayor two days after its surrender. The enemy,

considering it of little consequence, had just
evacuated the place, and were still in sight
when the British cavalry came before it. Gene-
ral Latour Maubonrg, who commanded the

~ escort of the convoy, was immediately attacked

and driven to the walls of Badajos by the 13th
fight dragoons, after a very brilliant and decisive
charge made by that regiment.

Olivenza was taken by Major-General the
Honorable G. L. Cole, on the 15th April, and
the enemy had no longer any of his troops on
the right bank of the Guadiana. :

Onthe20th April, Lord Wellington arrived at

Elvas, from the north; and having reconnoitred

Badajos, or({ereﬂ Marshal Beresford to under-
take the siege, and on the 22d again set off -to
join his troops near Almeida — his presence
being rendered essentially necessary in that
quarter, from Marshal Massena having collected
a force with the evident intention of endeavour-~
ing to relieve that fortress, which he cousidered
himself in sufficient strength to accomplish:
the temporary absence of his great antagonist
also appeared a favourable circumstance; and,
previous to moving in advance, the Prince of

- Essling announced to his army, after enume-

rating all the circumstances which promised
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suceess to their operations, that, to crown the
‘whole, “ Lord Wellington was in the Alentejo.”
Fheunexpected and rapid return of the Bri-
tish Commander of the Forces took place four
duys before the advance of the enemy, who,
having concentrated his force at Ciudad Ro-
drigo, moved on the 2d May with forty thou-
sand infantry, and a cousiderable force of
eavalry, to throw supplies into Almeida.  This
attempt was frustrated by the repulse of the
French army in the battle of Fuentes de Honor;
wlwre a bad positivn was suceessfuliy defended,
and an enewy with a large body of cavalry de-~
feated under circumstances of great danger to
the allies, in consequence of their deficiency in
that arin, and the plain of Nava de Aver afford-
ing an oppestunity for the French cavalry to
manceuvre upon their right flank, and to turn
the position. Fortunately, General Monbrun
shewed little-enterprise in his movements. The
attack on the village of Fuentes was repelled,
and instead of profiting by local circumstances,
the Freneh Marshal divected against the British
tafantry efforts which were unsuecessful, and
threw away the most favourable opportunity
- that eccurred during the Peninsular war, of
careying a position defended by British troops.
Finding the relief of Almeida impracticable,
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{lie enemy retired across the Agueda, leaving
the garrison to its fate.

On the evening of the 10th, General Brenier
effected his escape, notwithstanding the precau-
tions taken to prevent his being enabled to pass’
“the piquets of the corps investing the piace; and
after sustaining some loss near Barba del Puer-
co, hie crossed the Agueda, and joined the 2d
corps d’armée, formed on the oppusite bank to
~ support him.

During these operations, important events
continued to mark the progress of the warim
Spanish Estremadura:—Badajos was invested
on the left of the Guadiana, withovt loss, by
Major-General the Hon. Wm. Stewart, on the
4th May§ and on the north side by Majore:
General Lumley, on the 8th.” The operations
of the siege continued until the night of the
-32th, when Marshal Berestord, having received:
information of the advance of the Duke of Dal-
matia on Llerena, with an intention to relieve
the place, he determined to raise the siege, and
~march to oppese him. The batteries were dis-
mantled, the materials removed or destroyed;
and oa the night of the 15th some: Spanish
troops alone remained before Badajos.

. The following day, Marshal Seult attacked
the allies with twenty-three thousand men snd
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fifty pieces of cannon, in the position of Al
buera {—the conflict was one of the most san-
guinary that ever occurred; and after a very
“serious reverse (occasioned, in the first place,
by the Spanish troops giving way, and secondly,
in consequence of a brigade of the 2d division
being attacked in the act of deploying by the
enemy’s cavalry, and thrown into confusion),
~ victory declared for the allies, and the French
army retired with great loss across the Albuera.
The 12me légére alone had one thousand men
killed and wounded. General Count Gazan was
entrusted with the convoy carrying the French
wounded to the rear, and by intercepted- re.
ports to the Duke of Dalmatia, stated theip
mumbers at from four to five thousand.-

All the British Regiments suffered severely.
The 29th added, during the conflict, to the high
veputation of that distinguished corps ;—it went

' irito action little more than four hundred strong;
and sustained a loss of eighteen officers, with
three hundred and twenty rank and file killed
and wounded: a strong instance of the un-

~ shakeable firmness of British soldiers,—that,
under a fire which could occasion such destruc-
tion, not a foot of ground was lost, or an attempt
to tecede made by any mdividual belonging
o K. . o '
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The admirable conduct of this corps, and of
the Fusileer brigade, first checked the enemy,
and turned the fortune of the day.

Lord Wellington having previously detached
the 3d and 7th divisious to reinforce Marshal
Beresford, arrived at Elvas on the 19th; and
ascertaining the retreat of - Marshal Soult
after the battle of Albuera, he ordered prepara-
tions to be made for resuming the siege of Ba-
dajos. ‘ '

The place was re-invested becween the 25th
and 27th May, and on the goth the allies broke
ground before it. On the night of the 6th:
June, Fort St. Christoval was assaulted without
success ;—on the gth it was again attempted by
storin, and (not being carried) Lord Welling- -
ton, aware of the inadequate means he pos-
sessed for the reduction of so considerable a’
fortress as Badajos, and also of the junction
about to take place between the French armies
of ¢ Portugal and of the South,” determined to
raise the siege, and the gunsand stores were all
‘removed by the 12th.—Marshal Marmont, who
had taken the command of the ¢ Army of Por.
tugal,” and put himself in motion to join the
Duke of Dalmatia, continued his march to-
wards . the Guadiana. His advanced guard
arrived at Merida on the 17th, and on the 20th

I .



66

e two Marshals entered Badajos. Tlie allied °
corps in the north made a similar movenient,
and the army was assembled on the Caya, ready
to prevent the advance of the enemy, should he
attempt to penetrate into Portugal; but ab-
staining {com any further operations tending to
interrupt his entering Badajos and reinforcing
that garrison, which his superiority of numbers
now enabled him to effect.

The two armies remained in a state of inacti--
vity until about the middle of July, when the
Duke of Ragusa, having exheausted the country
south of the Tagus, crossed that river and
marched into Castille. Lord Wellington left
Lieut.-General Hill (who hadrejoined the army)
to watch the enemy’s motions in Spanish Estre-
madura ; and on the 10th August established
his head-quarters at Fuente Guinaldo, with the
army cantoned in the villages of Martiago, El
‘Bodon, &c. A position ia front of Fueate Gui-
naldo was intrenched; in consequence of reports
that Marshal Marmont intended to assemble a
Jarge force at Salamanca, to escort a convoy‘
jnto Ciudad Rodrigo, then much in want of
,pi-bvisions; and as a precautionary measure,
“should the French army cross the Agueda, and
extend its operations towards the Portuguese
frontier. The light division alone remained on
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the right bank of the river, the 3d occupying
the heights of ‘El Bodon, with its advance near

Pastores, and both being ordered to retire on
Fuente Guinaldo, should the enemy appear in
force with an intention of attacking them.

On the 24th September, the expected convOy
of the enemy entered Ciudad Rodrigo, a large
force remaining in bivouac without the walls.
The following day, he crossed the Agueda with
from thirty-five to forty squadrons of cavalry, a
body of infantry and artillery accompanying
this formidable reconnoissance, which in the
first instance appeared intended to force the po-
sition of 'El Bodon, by Pastores, on its right';
but having executed this ‘feiut, he rapidly
‘pushed his cavalry on its left, and prevented
the allied troops at Pastores from retiring upon
Fuente Guinaldo, as had been directed ; ;—they
therefore forded the Agueda, and, marching
' along its rxght bank, recrossed at Robleda.

" On the left, the only troops to oppose the
enemy’s advance, were the 5th and 77th British,
and Igth Portuguese Regiments, under the
Hon. Major-General Colville, with the 11th
dragoons and the 1st German hussars. Major-
General Colville immediately ordered two
squares to be formed ; he then put himself in

‘getreat, and with admirable firmness resistéd
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repeated charges of the French cavalry, made

oun three sides of his squares, and with very
trifling loss retired so small a body in the face

* of an overwhelming force of the-enemy’s troops.

Upon this occasion, Lord Wellington passed an
eulogium on the conduct of the Major-General,
which proved the high opinion he entertained
of his services.” It appearing the intention of
Marshal Marmont to extend his operations be-
yond the provisioning Ciudad Rodrigo, Lord
Wellington occupied the pesition in front of
Fuente Guinaldo, by moving the third and
fourth divisions into it on the 25th, and the
light division on the 26th, keeping at the same
time a corps to manceuvre in the plain to his

Jeft, and to prevent the enemy crossing the

Agueda higher than Fuente Guinaldo. During. -
the 26th, from fifty to sixty thousand infantry,
including twenty battalions of the Imperial
guard and six thousand cavalry, appeared in
front of the three British divisions. The great
superiority of force brought against him, and
the nature of the position not admitting of ad-
vantageously employing his whole army in the
defence of it, determined Lord Wellington to
retire, which he did during the night. The
enemy followed up on the 27th, and the village
of Aldea de Ponte was warmly contested ;—the
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4th division twice lost and as often retook it, ul-
timately remaiping in possession: but, after
dark, the army continwed to retreat, and the
: following morning offered battle to the enemy
near Sabugal. The Duke of Ragusa having
accomplished his ‘object of reheving Ciudad
.Radrigo, and havipg compelled the allies to re-
tire from the Agueda (by which he could move
upon Salamanca withoug his retreat being mo-
lested), declined the contest, and commenced a
retrograde movement, which continued until he
again established hig head-quarters on the
Tormes. Lord Wellington placed his army in
cantonments, and prepared for the sxeae of Clu-
dad Rodrigo.

The Duke of Ragusa’s army, weakened by
the recal of the Imperial guards from qpam, re-
tired to Valladohd and was cantoned in the
neighbourhaod of that city. From this period,
the war in the Peninsula assumed a different
character : the allied army; which had l)ltherm
acted upon the defensive, from an alteration of
circumstances beeame in a situation to attack
the frontier fortresses, without the enemy being
enabled to make movements of consequence to
obstruct its operations. The moment was too,
favourable for Lord Wellington to omit tak-

_ing advantage of;; and, notwithstanding the

+
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snow. that had fallen, he invested Ciudad Ro-
drigo on the 8th January, 1812, and during the.
niglhtt the redoubt of the upper Teson to the
worth of the place was assaulted by Lieutenant-
Colonel Cothourne, 52d Reg‘imeht,v and taken.
The siege continued to be successfully carried
on until the 19th, when the breaches being
practicable, orders were issued for the assault
to take place at seven in the evening.

The resistance at the great breach was formi-
dable, and occasioned considerable loss to the
8d division, which stormed it; but the light
division having penetrated at the lesser, the
whole of the enemy’s troops gave way ;—they
‘were pursued into the city, and the allies ob-
tained complete possession of the place.—Major-
‘General Crawford, commanding the light divi-
sion, was mortally wounded soon after he de-
bouched from the convent of San Francisco ;
and Major-General M¢Kinnon - kifled' by the
explosion of an expense magazine, as he pro-
ceeded along the-curtain, after having forced the
great breach at the head of his brigade. Mar-
shal Marmonts march to the relief of the place
was interrupted by the accounts of its fall, which
he received on the 22d, at Salamanca.

Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo having been
jlaced in a defensible state, and the battering
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" train of the “ Army of Portugal” captured . in
the latter place, Lord Wellington was aware
that no movement of consequence could be
made against Portugal while these fortresses re-
mained in the hands of the allies, without the
enemy being possessed of the means of reducing -
them ; he therefore determired to move the
main body of his army to the south, and besiege
Badajos.

Lleutenant-General Leith having rejoined
the army, marched the 5th division into Ciudad
Rodrigo upon the 20th January, and -com-
menced the permanent repairs of the walls,
making additions to the out-works and improv-
ing the defences. Iaving accomplished these
works, and endeavoured to deceive the enemy
by various devices, calculated to conceal as
much as possible the movements of Lord Wel-
fington, he gave over the fortress to the Spa-
siards upon the §th of March, and proceeded
with his division to join the main body of the
-army before Badajos, the siege having com-
menced upon the 16th. .

On the 22d March, the 5th division marched
from . Campo Mayor, and Lieutenant-Generat
Leith completed the investment of Badajos on
shat side. Duaring the day, the rain fell ia tor-



on
rénts, and the pontoon br idge acioss the Gua—
diana was carried away.

It being resolved that the Picurina fort s‘hould
be attempied, on the night of the 25th arrange<
ments to that effect were made by Major-Gene-
ral Kempt, commanding in the trenches. The
troops destined to perform this service moved
at ten P. M. : the attack succeeded, and the gar-
rison were either bayoneted or made prisoners.

On the 31st of March, Lieutenant-General
Leith moved fromt Elvas, and encamped his

division behind the Sierra del Viento, near Ba-
dajos, in readiness to co-ope‘rate in the ulti-
mate operations of the siege.

The Duke of Dalmatia having advanced to
Llerena with the intention of relieving the place,
Lord Wellington was induced to hasten the
assault ; and having reconnoitred the breaches
in the face of the bastion of La Trinidad, and
flank of that of Santa Maria, he ordered the
place to be attacked at ten o'clock on the mgbt

~ of the 6th of April.

The disposition of the troops for the dlﬂ'erent
points of attack was as follows :—Lieut.-General
Picton,. with the 3d division, to cross the Re-
villas and escalade the castle; the 4th division
to mount the breach of La Trinidad, and the
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light division that of Santa Maria ; the 5th divi-
#ion to make a false attack on the Pardaleras;
and Lieutenant-General Leith received discres
tionary orders to escalade the bastion of San Vi-
cente, if that should be found practicable.

The 8d division crossed the Revillas under 8
~very heavy fire from all the enemy’s works on
the eastern side of the place; and, having
forced its way to the castle after a most deter-
" mined resistance and severe loss, succeeded in

placing the ladders and effecting a lodgement.
The light and 4th divisions encountered ob-
stacles in their attacks that were insarmount-
able; and, after being exposed to a concentrated
fire of a most destructive description, were dri- *

ven back trom the breaches, and retired upon -

their reserves, posted in the quarries.

The 5th division moved from its bivouac
dbout eleven, the false attack on the Pardaleras
‘was executed, and Lieut.-General Leith moved -
‘on with rapidity to the west angle of the place,
Having arrived opposite the left face of the bas-
tion of San Vicente, he forced the barrier of the
_covered way, descended into the ditch, and,
placing ladders against the wall, succeeded in
‘escalading it, nowwithstanding it being in a per-
fect state, thirty-one feet high, and lined with
the enemy’s troops prepared for defence. He

X v
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soon after sent a report to Lord Wellington,
that the whole of the 5th division was in the
town, while his bugles sounded the advance in
all directions, distracting the enemy’s attention.
He then marched direct to the breaches, and
opened the communication for the light and 4th
divisions, who entered without further ob-
struction. ‘

_ Lieutenant-General Picton having obtained
possession of the castle, ensured the capture of
the place ; but that could not have been eflected
until the following morning, had not the esca-

. lade of San Vicente also succeeded, and Lieut.-
General Leith, by thé promptitude of his opera-
tions, dispersed the enemy, and prevented his
assembling or making further resistance. This
escalade must ever be considered as a very ex-
traordinary effort, only to have been performed
by British troops, whose exertions were stimu-
lated by the examp[e of their leader; who,
‘upon this, as upon former occasions, manifested
a bravery and judgment that could not fail to
acquire for him the approbation of his Country,
and the unanimous applause of the Army.

A very gallant and able Officer has, in his
work on the Sieges in the Peninsula, given this
part of the service, performed on the night of
the 6L April, the pre-eminence, as to difficulty
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and improbability of its being accomplished,’
in the following terms :—

¢ In ordinary military reasoning, such a spot
¢ would be considered as secure from assault,
“ but the efforts of British troops occasionally
‘““ set all calculation at defiance ; and when a
« few years shall have swept away the eye-wit-
“ nesses of their achievements of this night,
“ they will not be credited,—particularly the
% escalade made by General Leith, which is
¢ here minutely detailed, not as an undertaking
¢ generally to be followed, but as marking
¢ what it is possible for brave men to effect.

¢ The bastion of San Vicente, which Major-
 General Walker’s brigade, and subsequently
¢ the whole of the 5th division, escaladed, had
¢¢ an escarpe thirty -one feet six inches high, de-
¢ fended by a flank with four guns in it, at the
% ordinary distance; the palisades of the covered
“ way were entire, the counterscarp wall eleven
¢ fect nine inches deep, and iu the ditch was the
“ commencement of a cunette five feet six inches
¢ deep by six feet six inches broad. The
“ troops were discovered . when yet on the
s glacis, and a destructive fire opened, upon
“ them. The enemy were fully prepared, and
« behaved well, inasmuch as no one gave way
“till overpowered ; yet the troops successfully
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* escaladed the face of the bastion, neglecting
¢ entirely the flank. There were only fwelve
« ladders originally supplied for this attack,
 and some ot thatnumber werenot brought up.”

The 5th division suffered very severely, hav-
ing near seven hundred killed and wounded.

Badajos thus captured, after a regular siegs,
snd when the points of assault (as in other ope-~
rations of a similar nature) did not facilitate
the entrance of the besieging army, will ever be
celebrated as one of the most extraordinary in-
stances of successful escalade ; — it will alse
afford an example of the possibility of render-
ing breaches extremely formidable, by an inge-
nious application of temporary difficulties and
obstacles in the way of the assailants. The light
and 4th divisions displayed their accustomed
gallantry, and (although repulsed) maintained
the high reputation their former achievements
bad gained for them.

Marshal the Duke of Dalmatia received the
unwelcome tidings of this important fortress
being in possession of the allies, at Villa-franca,
on the 8th April, and at day-light of the gth
commenced his retreat towards Andalusia.—
Lieutenant-General - Sir Stapleton Cotton was
directed to follow with the allied cavalry, and,
coming up with a body of the enemy, consisting
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of 8500 dragoons and chasseurs it choval, at -
Villa-Garcia, he charged them, and male 1:.0
prisoners—the enemy retiring in confusion close
to Llerena, and under cover of his infantry and
_artillery. Lord Wellington having ascertained
the retreat of the ¢ Armny of the Soudy from
Spanish Estremnadura, put his army in motion
for Castille, and the advance arrived at Castello
Branco on the 16th April.

Availing himself of the opportunity oﬁ'ered
by the temporary absence of the Alhed Army
employed at Badajos, Marshal Marmont made
‘an excursion into Portugal, which was vot at-
tended with any success whatever, and. termi-
nated in his evacuating that country. the mo-
ment the siege was concluded ; and Lord Wel-
lington had it in his power to march against
him—thus throwing away the advantages to
have been derived from a well-timed junction
with Marshal Soult previous to the assault of
the place.

Aware of the importance of obstructing the
communication between the armies ¢ of the
South” and *¢ of Portugal,” Lord Wellington
determined to take the works and destroy the
bridge at Alinaraz, and thus remove the only:
- means of crossing the Tagus with an army (un-\
less by a great detour), which the enemy was

.
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possessed of. Lieut.-General Sir Rowland Hill
was entrusted with the execution of this service,
which he accomplished in the most effectual
manner, carrying forts Napoleon and Ragusa
by assault ; and, having completed the destruc-
tion of the works and the bridge, he retired
- to Fruxillo, with very inconsiderable loss.
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CHAP. V.

L()RD, Wellington having completed the
equipment of his army, moved from his can-
tonments in the North of Portugal, cressed the
Agueda on the 13th June with thirty-five
thousand infantry, two thousand five hundred
cavalry, and marched upon Salamanca.

Lieut-General Leith, with the 5th division,
encamped near Sanmunoz op the 14th, and on
the 17th arrived on the Tormes.

The British cavalry in advance discovered
the enemy on the Valmusa at day-light of the
16th, when they drove his piquets of chasseyrs
@ cheval and hussars close to Salamanca, then
the head-quarters of the Marshal Duke of Ra-
gusa ; who had anticipated this movement, and
earnestly demanded reinforcements te counter-
act the effects of being assailed by the powerful
means with which he conceived Lord Welling-
‘ton would be enabled to open the campaign.
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Upon coming in sight of that city, some of the,
French infantry were seen- on the left bank;
bat, only the cavalry being up, nothing further
_ was attempted until the following morning,
when the allies patroled to the bridge, the in-
fantry being at the same time advanced to the
heights above the Tormes and lLalted, except
~ the 6th. division, which proceeded to the vici-
~ pity of the town. Lord Wellington having
sscertained that it was evacuated during the
night (with the exception of the three forts),
‘entered the ntarket-place at the head of the
'14th dragoons, about noon, and the 6th division -
soon after marched in. The greatest enthusiasm
was shewn by the inhabitants, who crouded
about his Lordship, and evinced their delight at
the arrival of the allied army.
- Salamanca being a place of importance as a
‘dep8t for the “ Army of Portugal,” was also,
from its local situation, considered by the
French Engineers worthy of labour and expense
- to make it a formiduble place d'armes ;—fer
this purpose the large convent of -San Vicente,
‘standing on a perpendicular chff over the Tor-
‘mes, was counverted into a fort, and two re-
“doubts formed from the ruins of the convents of
- Gayetano and La Merced. '
“Fhe Duke of Raguss, when he retired during
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the night of the 16th, left a garrison of eight
hundred men in these works, and it became ne-
cessary to reduce them previous to the farther
advance of the allied army. With this view,
the 6th division was ordered to carry en the
operations of the siege, and the rest of the army,
placed in position on the heights of St. Christo-
val, in front of the town, prevented the enemy
approaching to interrupt its progress.

The French Marshal having collected about
sixteen thousand men, arrived before the posi-
tion on the 20th June; and, after manceuvring
for some time, bivouaced his army in the plain
near the village of Villares.

This appeared a favourable moment for strik-
ing a decisive blow against the Freach corps}
but Lord Wellington did not think it advisable,

~situated as he then was, with the forts unsub-
dued ia his rear, and the bridge of Salamanca
commanded by them, to attempt any thing
that admisted of: a doubt as to the successful
vesult; he therefore continued on the defensive,
and, possessed of the fine position of St. Chris-
toval, remained perfectly secure of not being
compelled to forego the primary object of his
advance—getting complete possession of Sala-
Jmanca, and destroying the fortifications which
' L
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the enemy had bestowed so much tine, labour,
~ and expense in erecting. _

On the night of the 22d, Marshal Marmont
withdrew from in front of the St. Christoval
‘position, and the following morning crossed the
river three leagues above Salamauca, by the ford
of Huerta. Lord Wellington conceiving this
movement to be made with a view of carrying
* off the garrisons of the forts, ordered two divi-
sions to march and pass to the left bank of the
Tormes, by the ford of Santa Martha, to coun-
teract any attempt the enemy might make to
communicate with the town. :

In the evening, the redoubts of Gayetano and
La Merced were unsuccessfully attacked by
escalade, and Major-General Bowes, who com-
manded the assault, was mortally wounded.

The enemy continued to manceuvre in the
direction of Huerta, without attempting any
thing ; and the operations against the works
made little impression until the 26th, when
Lieutenant-Colonel Sturgeen, of the Staff corps,
having proposed to try the effect of hot shot
upon the convent of San Vicente, his suggestion
was adopted, and at seven, P.M. the roof was in
flames. The enemy, however, by great exer-
tion, prevented the fire from extending, and
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finally succeeded in extinguishing it. The can-
nonade, which continued all night, rendered
unavailing the efforts made by the garrison to
counteract the eflects of the hot shot, and atnine
o’clock on the morning of the 27th, the whole
convent was again in a blaze. Some difliculty
and delay still occurring in the Goveruor deli=
vering up the works, Lord Wellington ordered
the troops to advance. The redoubt of (GGaye-
tano was carried by assault. During the confu-
sion occasioned by the fire, the troops succeeded
in penetrating into the fort of San Vicente, and
the three were taken possession of by the allies.
Salamianca, formerly celebrated for its colleges
and other: public edifices, now exhibited, in
many parts, the ruin which the French army
- had occasioned, and which extended to niost of
the convents and buildings of the University,
The .city, with its cathedral, aud the bridge
over the Tormes, retained, however, the exte-
rior semblance of former splendour; and the
Placa, or market-place, is one of the handsomest
in Spain. , :
During the Peninsular war, greater devotion
to the cause was never manifested by the inha-
bitants of any town ; and that wavering policy,
which was directed by the absence or approach
of the enemy’s arny, vever exhibited itself..
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Abhorrence of the French name, and a desire to
assist the allied army, invariably marked the
feelings of the people of Salamanca.

Although it was important to wrest the forts
from the enemy, they were of no consequence
to the allied army, as, in the event of operations
being carried on successfutly, they were unne-
cessary ; and if circumstances rendered  its
vetreat unavoidable, they were not of a descrip-
tion to leave garrisons in, without a prospect of
being speedily relieved ; nor was it probable
that the *“ Army of Portugal” would make any .
movement towards the frontier, which could
have rendered the obstruction they might have
occasioned of much importance; Lord Welling-
ton, therefore, gave orders for their destruction,
and continued the operations of the campaign
by marching with an intention to ferce the Duke
~ of Ragusa from the left bank of the Douro.

Lieut.-General Leith, with the 5th division,
arrived at Fuente-la-Pena on the goth June,
and the same day marched to Torrecilla. The
Duke of Ragusa continued his retreat upon Tor-
‘desillas as the allies advanced, and on the 2d
July his rear-guard was driven across the river,
after sustaining some loss near the village of
Rueda. ' v

' Rueda became the head-quarters of the army.
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Lieut.-Gen. Picton, with the 3d division, was
stationed at Pollos, opposite one of the fords ;

the 4th occupied Castro Nuno ; the 5th and

/

6th divisions encamped near Foncastin; Sir
Thomas Graham, with the 1st division, was at
Medina del Campo; and the cavalry were can-
toned in the rich and plentiful valley of the
Douro.

The French army concentrated on the rlg,ht
bank of the river, with its head-quartersat Tor-
desillas, extended in the direction of Toro, hav-

ing strong corps posted to guard the fords at
Polles, Castro Nuno, &c.

Detachments at Toro and Zamora occupied
the temporary works which had been con-
structed at these places, and the peasantry were’
employed in repairing the bridge at the former,
the centre arches of which had been previously
destroyed.

In possession of the bridges, and aware of
the difficulties attending the passage of such a .
river as the Douro, by its fords, in face of an

- enemy, Marshal Marmont remained at Torde-

silles without any apprehension of being at-
tacked, and until the arrival of General Bonnet’s
division and other reinforcements enabled him

~ in safety to repass, and endeavour to regain the

country he had been compélled to retire from.
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During thisinterval, the repairs of the bridge
~ of Toro were carried on with alacrity, and a
report was industriously circulated, that the
French army intended ¢o recross the Douro in
that direction, and proceed to Salamanca.
Intelligence having been brought to Lord
Wellington that the bridge was passable, and
that the enemy were in motion on the right
bank, he removed his head-quarters from
Rueda to Nava del Rey on the 15th, and the
whole army changed its ground to the left,
ceeupying Alaegos, Fuente la Pena, &c.  On
the morning of the 16th, two divisions of the
French army marched from near Tordesillas,
under General Bonnet (who had joined the
army on the 7th), and, moving along the river,
crossed the bridge of Toro in the evening. Hav-
~ing execoted this feint, the enemy’s column
- repassed the Douro after dark, and early next
morning joined the main body of the army, in
the act of crossing by the bridge of Tordesillas.
The object of the' Duke of Ragusa was in
inme measure accomplished by his movement
upea Foro, which certainly had every appear-
ance of being serious ; and consequently, when
intelligence was brought to the British bead-
quarters, of the enewy having returned to the
right bank of the river, and again destroved the
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bridge, Lord Wellington ordered the divisions
at Canizal to advauce to Nava del Rey, and a
corresponding movement to be made by the
left of the army en Alaegos. 'The cavalry,
with the light and 4th divisions, were at Cas-
trajon.

At day-break on the 18th, Lieut.-General
Leith left Canizal, and, with the 5th and 6th
divisions, commenced his march upon Nava del
Rey. Soon after, a cannonade was heard in
the direction of Castrajon, and it was ascer-
tained that the enemy had arrived on the Tra-
~ bancos, and attacked the advanced corps of the
allied army.

The Duke of Ragusa, whe was " now very
largely reinforced, marched with rapidity to
take advantage of the false information which
his movement upon Toro might have occasioned
to the allies, and to make a decisive attack. He.
“turned the troops at Castrajon, by advancing
his right, and obliged the allies to retire upon
the position of Canizal. So rapid were the
movements of the enemy, that the light division
was obliged to quit the main road and descend
into the valley of the Guarena, by a track to
their left ; and the 5th division having halted
to obtain water from that stream, the enemy
onened a heavy fire of artillery upon it from the
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heights above. Lieut.-General Leith imme-
. -diately deployed to prevent the loss which bis
retiring in column wight bave occasioned, and
with very few casualties, in the most perfect
order, took up his ground on the heights of
Canizal.

The only further movement of consequence
which the enemy attempted this day, was, by
passing a corps of cavalry and infantry to the
left of the British position, and eudeavouring to
obtain possession of an important height above
Castrillos, at the junction of the rivulet of Ca-
nizal with the Guarena. Lieut.-General Cole
vigorously attacked these troops with a brigade
of his division and some light cavalry, and they
were driven back with great loss. General Car-
riér was made prisoner on this occasion.

Lord Wellington ordered the position to be
strengthened by some field works, and at night
a party of the 5th division commenced throw-
ing up cover for its artiilery, under the direc-
tion of Lieut.-Colonel Sturgeon, of the Staff
corps. The enemy, during the 19th, shewed
no disposition to attack ; but in the evening be
put his columns in motion and moved to his
Jeft, which occasioned the light and 5th divi-
sions to march to their right. During the night,
the whole allied army moved in that direction,
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atid next mor’n'{ng' offered battle to the enemy
on the plain of Vallesa. This did not appear
~ to be his object, and he continued to move in
column along the range of heights ‘extending
towards Salamanca. The coutse pursued by
tlie allies was a similar movement, aud the
two armies marched parallel to each other the
whole forenoon, frequently cannonading, and
occasionally the Tight troops being engaged.
Nothing tould be more novel or imposing in
its appeara'ncé than the line of march above
§tated : —the circumstance of 70,000 rien, com-
posing two hostile armies, moving in columns
close to each otlier without corﬁing seriously in
contact, presented one of those spectacles in
war which, unless well authentlcated would be
dlsbeheved

"The baggage having fallen considerably to
the rear, and the cavalry not yet passed a nar-
tow defile where the enemy were within cannon
shot, the 5th division was halted to cover these
movements. This was the moment when:
the French Generdl Bonnet conceived a
gerious impression might have been made upon
the rear of the British columi ; but the Duke
of Ragusa resisted his repeated suggestions and
solicitations for pefinission to descend into the

. , .
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valley, and attempt to cut off the artillery and
bammge which had not yet pussed.

‘I'he 8th Portuguese cacadores lxavmg driven
the eneiny’s voltigeurs from‘a village they bad
ocenpied, close to the line of march : no further
obstruction was placed in the way of the rear of
the allied column; and soon after (the range
of heights over which the French army were
proceeding to the fords of the Torines inclin
ing to the left, while the route of the allies
upot the San Christoval position teok a diffe-
rent dlrectxon), the two columns lost sight of
each other, and the British and Porluguese
troops arrived at Pitiegua after a félfguin,g‘
march, during a day of excessive heat.

In the evening a false alerte took place, in
consequence of the brigade of Portuguese
cavalry, under Brigadier-General D'Urban, ap-
p_earing on the plain in front of the village, be-
ing dressed very like the French chasseurs &
c/zevul and, advancing with" cmmderable pre-
caution, induced a belief that they were some of
the enemy’s light cavalry ; and before the mise

take was discovered, a discharge from the artil-
lery of the 3d division brought two men and
{hree horses to the ground. After dark, the
army resumed its march, and came in front of
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-the San Chiristoval position on the morning of
the 21st; in the course of which day the Duke
of Bagusa passed the Tormes with part of his
army, by the fords of Huerta and Aldea Len-

~ gua, leaving a strong corps on the right bank of

that rlver, near Bavilafuente.

Lord W ellmgton, calculating with theJUdO-

" ment and accuracy of an Qfficer possessed of
great talents, was aware of the extent to whlch
he could with propriety carry his ope ratmns
His career since the commencement of the
campalgn, t'akmfr into view the force under hh
orders, and ‘that of the. -enemy’s armies in Spam,
had been attended with the most brilliant suc-
cess. Since the beginning of the year, he
possessed himself of the important fortresses of

" Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajos—destroyed the
works at Salamanca—ecantoned his army in.a
plentiful country, from wlence he had driven.
the enemy—and created a diversion not only i
the North, but in the march of Joseph Bonae-

vparte fromn M-ulnd with the « Anmy of the -

Centre »

" The Duke of Ragusa (whnse arm) was now:
superior in_force to the allies) expeeted. the
cavalry and horse artlllery of the ¢ Ar my of the
North™to join him on the 224 or 23d, and the
- 12,000 ‘men from Madrid wouid, “without
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difficulty, do so by the 26th. Lord Wellington
saw no prospect of being enabled to produce any
further favourable results against a force so
~ greatly superior, without sacrifices which it
would have been impolitic to risk ; he therefore
determined to retire upon Ciudad Rodrigo—at
the same time, occupying a position covering
the Matilla road to that place, prepared to avail
himself of any opportunity that might occur, of
str 1kmg a decxswp blow ac'unst the enemy’s
army.

It bemo' ascertained that the main body of
the French army were on the left bank of the
river, the allies crossed by the ford of Santa
Martha before dark, on the 21st, with the ex-
ception of the 3d division, under the Honorable
Major-General Pakenham ; the division of Spa-
niards, commanded by Don Carlos de Espana; -
and the Portuguese cavalry, who passed the
Tormes by the bridge of Salamanca on the fol-
lowing morning. :

VAt day-break on the 2£2d, the allied army,
were in_position to the left of the heights of
. Arapiles, the enemy being directly in front,
~ and in possession of Calvarasa de Ariba, and the
height of Nuestra Senora de 1a Pena, on which
he threw out a large body of light troops ; and
a warm tiraillade was kept up for some time be-
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tween them and the adyance of the 7th division,
and of Brig.-General Pack’s brigade, during
which General Victor Alten was wounded.

" . When the position was first occupied, the
two Arapiles were not taken possession of ; but
subsequently the allies moved to their right,
placed trpops on the nearest of these remarkable
heights, and were in the act of advancing to-
wards the other with the same intention, when
the enemy’s infantry were discovered on the
summit.

General Maucun havmg possessed lnmself of
this ‘importaat point, the Duke of Ragusa as-
sembled his force (formed in columns of attack)
in tear of it, his Jeft resting upon a very exten-
sive wood. This movement appeared to pro-,
mise two results—either to ascertain his being
enabled; by a rapid march to his left, to
oi)erate upon the communication of the allies
with Ciudad Rodrigo, or, in the eveut of Lord
Wellington inov'ing to his right, to seize a
favourable opportunity of attackiag him, by
debouehing from behind the Arapiles, and sepa-
rating the corps of ‘his army.—Early in the
forenoon, the allied divisions moved to their
right, and the enemy kept up a very heavy
cannonade, and fire of light troops. The Duke
of Ragusa, observing his motions - strictly



- 94
watched, and that all his intentions were ren-
dered unsuccessful by the measures adopted to
counteract them, determined to draw the atten-
tion of his antagonist to a different point:
~—with this view, he marched a strong force to
his right, and formed columbs of attack opposite
the ground of the 5th division. Lord \Velhng—
ton soon percelve(l that nothing serfous was in-
tended by this manceuvre, and immediately
returned to direct the operations of- his right;
which was of necessity thrown back from the
gronnd of position, to that side of the Arapiles
fornring nearly a right angle with that occu:

- pied hy the alliesin the morning

As soon as the effect of the den)oh'straﬁnr; in
front of the 5th division was ascertained, the
French Marshal pushed forward his columns
along the heights to his left, and in’a direction
nearly parallel with the ground upon which the
right of the allied army then stood. l_hls

~ movement was accompanied with a fire from'a

large force of artillery, and a body of cavalry,
who pressed forward and drove the British
dragoons and light troops before them.

‘I'he French army, either from a false move-,
ment having been directed by the Duke of Ra-
gusa, or (as he afterwards declared) the Gene~
tals of Division having misunderstood and ill-
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“nish corps of Don Carlos de Espana.
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executed his intentions, was now extended in &
manner that promised a successful_result to an
attack on the part of the allies. .

Lord Wellington, -who had - watched with
anxiety for such a moment, eagerly grasped at
it, and issued his orders for attack.

Previous to the commencement of the action,
the allied army was posted in the following
order i—to the extreme right, on the Ciudad
Rodrigo road (upon which it had comnmenced -
its retreat), was the 3d division, and the Spa-

-Major-General Le Merchant's brigade of
heavy cavalry formed on the right of Brigadier-

- General Bradford’s Portyguese: brigade, "and on

his left the 5th and 4th divisions (in two lines)
extended to the foot of the Arapiles in possess
sion of the allies, where was stationed Brigadier-
General Pack, with the 1st and .16th Portus
guese regiments.; .‘Tbe 6th and 7th- divisions
were in reserve to the 4th and 5th, and- the
light aud 1st in position to the left of the Arar
@iles. . ,
The att’uk ,commenced by the 3d- dmsnon
making a rapid movement across a valley to the

left of the enemy, coming upon' that flank be

fore he was aware, and driving: back his troops
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in confusiod ;—=a simultaneous movement Was
made by the 4th and 5th divisions, and the
hedVy cavalry.

Lieut.-General Leith was otfered to appui
blmself upon Brig.-General Bradford’s brigade,
when it arrived parallel with his front line; and
thien to march direct up the heights opposite;
and attack the enemy’s columns.

The 5th division had been exposed for up-
ards of an hodr to a heaty cannonade; which
was kept up without intermission from the ene-
my’s position j—the order for attack was there-
fore doubly welcome, and the erithusiasmy of the
soldiers left ho doubt of the result. Lient.
Generul - Leith rode throtgh the ranks, and
- pointed out to the troops the glory now within

their reach ;—he then placed himself in front
of the first line of his division, and advanced to
the attack, which was executed with the most
perfect order. The distance to the enemy was
above a mile, Up a steep height crowned by
“twenty pieces of cannon, the fire from whick
could not fail to penetrate one or other of thé
lines as they advanced. The village of Ara-
piles, through which the left had to pass,
formed a considerable obstruction; but which
was- quickly overcome by the gth regiment;
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" It appearing that the late Insurrection of the Sla}"és in the
Parishes of St. Philip, St. George, Christ Church, and St. John,
was principally caused by the misrepresentatior and instigation'
of ill disposed Persons, who have been endeavouring to inuduce g
belief that the Slaves were actually made free. but that the Mane
nmissions were improperly withheld from them; I think it my
duty, at once to remove all misconception on a Subject of so

great importance to the Tranquillity of this Colony, and for the
well being of the Slaves themselves,

I do not mean to enter into the origin and nature of Slavery,
further, than to prevent you from erroueously supposing, that
Bondage is your particular or exclusive lot.

Slavery is not the Institution of any particular Colour, Age,
or Country :—it has ever existed, and does still exist ameng
White, as well as Black Men, in every quarter of the Earth.—e
That the Blacks of Africa have continued Slavery, and with the
Whites have been its joiut authors in the West Indies, is a fact’
personally known to all of you who have come frem Africa, undep
the compulsive transfer of your Persons by your own Countrymen,
by whom you were held in Bondage :in your Native Laad,
and were there disposed of as Slaves.—That our ‘humane and
equitable Sovereign. and the British Nation, disapprove of th
Traffic in Slaves from Africa, is knewn to all; as well as that it
has consequently been prohibited by the Law, and has long
ceased :— . -

\

It is equally a fact, that Black People of Africa still eentinue
Slavery, not only among themselves, but that they daily,
barter their Fellows of every-age, and Sex, to any Persen*who
chooses to buy them; while Great Britain alone exerts her Pow.
er to prevent an encrease of Slavery, and’ to render those, who
ow are unavoidably in that state,. gvery, practicable Service
which benevolence suggests,~~But the most wise and just Men
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e most Lumane and zealofis Advocates of the Abolition of ik
Mave Trade, who possess practical knowledge—and the most
mncere Friends of those who are actually in Slavery, have consi«
dcred their Emancipation (excepl in particular cases, as the re-
ward of Fidelity and good conduct} to be morally infpraeticable ;
.whether such a Measure should regard the goed order of the

Community at large, or the well-being of thie generality of the
Blaves themselves,

‘What weuld be the fate of the old, the infirm, the sick, the
héelpless Children, and a Iarge proportion of your whole Bedy,
who'have been brought up te depend entirely upon your Masters
for your Subsistence? and from that circumstance, as well as
frem the want of knowledge as Artificers, and in other respects,
would be little able te provide feor your wants, if a rash meas
sure of Emaucipation were at ence to throw the mass of the
Slave Pepulation into a new State of Society, nnder the
flattering but fallacious name of Preedom; iw reality however,
preseuting only the dangers of general Disorder and pros
ducing (except to a few), the miseries of confusien and want,.
leading to the Commission of Crimes, and te the absolute
subversion of Public order and Tranquillity :—After contem-
plating such dauger to the Community, it is not necessary to go
into the Origin-and nature of Slavery, in order to decide on the
impracticahility of its Abolition where it actnally exists, excepting
by a wige and unremitting system of Amelioration, by which it
will gradually pruduce its own Reformation. By such mears
alone, and not by the attempt of a rash and destructive Convul.
sion, has Slavery impereeptibly, safely aud happily changed in
every Country where it had ‘ever existed, but has now ceased,
?om the beginning of the World to the present tise.

I bave learmed that & gederal belief had been minbi;vonsl’
#ropagated amongst you, that, I was is posseasion of yeur M
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andainsions, and thab my retura to Barbados would have pat §oy
i possession of your Freedom. T can solemnly assure you, that
wy arrival has been one of the most painful periods of my Life;
when, in performing my duty, I have not only bad to iuform you
of the cruel decepticn, which the Enemies of the State, and stil}
more, your own bitter Foes, have practised on both, but to feel
Tyself called on by the gffcaded Laws to seek owt and still to.
punish the Guilty, :
N
Perhaps, never was there 8 more delicate subject o touch 6s.
with you than your condition 4s Slaves, especially under the uay
happy circumstances in which too many of you have involved
gourselves, and by which, the Guilty had planned so much mis+
chief to this Colony :—but I shall never be deterred. from pro-
wmalgating Truth, when my duiy points out the necessity, how.-v
ever difficult it may appear to give it effect,

T conjure you all, then to return with cheerfulness to your Ba,
Ties, where it will be iofinitely more. consisteut with my desire
to see you act from reason, than from force. Every thing which
the paternal Government of the Prince Regent can practically
effect for your well-being, your progressive prosperity, and hap.
piness, has been and will continue to be done.—I appeal with.
confidence to yourselves, whether your Proprietors also, have not
generally done much to render your situatiens comfortable..

In that which regards my Authority, yeu may rely on a stritt
and watchful execution of my duty, in whatever regards your
interests :—but do not allow me, in- expressing the benevolent
feelings which I shall ever entertaia towards you, to mislead you
into a belief, that I could for a ‘moment permit you to resist with.
impunity, the jost exerciye of thit aathont( which the Law hu'

plmd over {og;‘ .
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late Insurrection, lost their lives, in the rash, and wicked con-
test against the Laws into which they allowed themselves to be
hurried, without a shadow of hope, that their efforts would have
been successful, against the powerful means within my command,
for the preservation of public Tranqpillity.

I cannot omit to express my satisfaction at the good serse and
feeling, of so large a proportion of you, who rallied round your
Masters and their Families, when your deluded Brethrep, so
shamefully forgot the Ties of duty and gratitude, where Bene-
€its bad been conferred on them.

I trust however, that the example of that fidelity I have just.
1y commended, even more than the fate of those who have lost
their lives, and the returning reason of the deluded, will save me
from the painful task of using the ample power, at all times in
my hands, te crush the refractory, and punish the guilty.

Tt will indeed be to me a source of true gratification, to witness
the speedy return of general confidence and industry, and of that

comfort, and cheerfulness which so large a portion of you secmed
‘to enjoy.

(Signed) JAMES LEITH

Government-House. 26th April, 1816.

Esxtract from the Minutes of the Legislative Council and

- -dssembly of Barbades, at a Meeting on Tuesday the 6th Au-
gust, 1816. .

¢ Mr. MAYERS, introduced a Bill of settlement for Hla Ex-

cellency the Governor, and moved that it be read, which was

seconded by Mr.- HavnEs, and the Bill was read accerdingly—
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On Mr. MaYER's motion, scconded by Mr. TIAvNES, the:
House went into a Committce on the Bill, Mr, WiLLidMs in
the Chair. A

The Bill was read, Clause by Clause, in the Committee; ‘l)@
blank filled up with the Sum of £4900 Currency, and the Bill
was agreed to unanimously by the Committee.

~

The House resumed, Mr. Speaker took the Chair, and the,
Bill was read a second and third time, and passed nem. con. and
was sent up to the Council by Mr. Jorpan, and Mr. Cosmay.

The Governor's settlement Bill was returncd, passed by the,
Council.
»

Mr. Speaker, at the head of the House, presented the Bill of
settlement to His Excellency for his assent, and addressed him
as follows:—

““ Tam to present for your Excellency’s assent, a Bill entitled
** An act for the better support of His Excellency Sir JamEs -
‘ LErth, K. G. C. B. His Majesty’s Captain General, Governss
‘“ and Commander in Chief of this Island, Chancellor, Ordinary,
‘“ and Yice Admiral of the same during his Administration of
“ the Government of this Istand.”

¢ Notwithstanding the sufferings of the Inhabitants from the -
late dangerous Insurrection of the Slaves, which at its commence:
ment, threatened the destruction of the Island; and notwith-
atanding it will be necessary to lay heavier Burthens upon the
People ; the House of Assembly could not think of making your
Excellency a sharer in their losses; they have therefore, Sir,
~ aunanimously voted the same settlement which they had granted -
during your Excellency’s late Administration; and they only
regret that the circamstances of the Country would not alloy



Migm. to mgke yoar Lxeellency an offer be.th;( worth your ‘wéy
&Rtan}.;g; )

To which His Execlleney replieds—-

“ Mr. Speaker—1I have to express the high sense I entertaia
of the liberality and kindness of the Assembly in originating, and
Qf the legislative Councilin concurring in the Bill which you
gow present to me; aud for which, 1 beg of you to convey te
the Assembly, my acknowledgment and thanks,”

% Under the circumstances, however, of the late calamitons
eyenta, which anfortunately occurred, I should neither do justice
to my official situation, nor to u;y own personal feelings, if I
were to remain the oniy Person of the Colony over which I have
_ﬂxe honour to preside whe should not in any degree be a sharce
in the losses which have. fallen on.the bommnuity.”

s In withholding my Assent, from this Bill, which has heen
framed for my personal advantage, I have however to assure the
Assembly, that I wonld receive as an additional mark of their
kinduess, that they should reconsider the Ameunt of the Salary,
and by a new vote diminish it oue Fourth.”

“ T ought to be the last Person to throw any Gloem on the
Affairs of this ancient and loyal Colony; and notwithstanding the.
fntoward eircumstanees, to which allusion has been made, I see,
with great salisfaction the appearance of general Prosperity, with
which the Bounty of Providence by a most favourable Season,

'prémises to reward the Industry of Agriculture, and Commierce.
But howeverhappy I am, to have just cause to join with you, im
eongratulatiens on this part of the Picture, it leaves my Motiveg
wochanged ; for it is fitting, that, he who is highest in Authority,
should be most sensitivein whatever even threatens to preas o
s Gommutity over which Lig is placed to goyern,™ ‘
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- GENERAL ORDER¥:
Head-Quarters, ANTIcUs, Tth Lebrudnyf 'iﬁf’}.

The following Notification il the London Gazette of the
23d November IS16, altho’ received subsequently to the
Death of the late Commander of the Forces, is inserted iu
_the General Orders of this Army, as a tribute justly dde to

_ departed merit, and the last henorary mark of consideration
paid to the deserving exertions of that distingnished Officer.

‘His Royal Highness the Prince Regent has beeo pleassd,
in the Name and on the Behalf of His- Majesty, to give and
grant unto Lieutenant-General Sir James LuiTH, Commandef
#n Chief of His Majesty’s Forces in the West Indies, Knight'
Grand Cross of the Most Honorable Military Order of the
Bath, and Honorary Knight Commander of the Por.
tuguese Royal Military Order of the Tower and Swerd. his
Majesty’s Royal Licence and Permission, that he may accept
and wear the Grand Cordon of the Order of Military Merit
of France, with which His Most Christian Majesty hath been
pleased to honer him, as a mark of the high sense enter-
tained by that Sovereign of the great zeal, ability and energy
manifested by the said Sir Jamrs LreiTa in the month of
August 1815, throughout the arduous operations, wherchy,
4vith the Forces under his command, he effected the Surren-
dér of the important Island of Guadeloupe, and secured the
Frencl Golonigs f the West Indigs to the Crown of Frandf. |

Ed
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And His Royal Highness hath been further pleased to
¢ommand, that the said Royal Concession and Declaration
be registered in His Majesty’s College of Arms.

1 0C62
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and the men of that corps rejoined the line of
their brigade the moment they had debouched
from the houses.
CItis nnposstble to describe the effect of this
brilliant attack. No troops could have executed
it with greater firmness, or in a more orderly
manner;—the lines advanced with as much pre-
cision and strict observance of discipline, as if
performing manceuvres at a review; their pro-
gress was never checked, nor was there a shot
fired by the division until it had gained the
summit, and had received that of the enemy,
formed into squares to resist it. The cannon
which had annoyed the troops in advancing,
were now retired with precipitation, to prevent
their falling into the hands of the assailants.
Lieutenant-General Leith, who, in front of
the centre of his first line, conducted and regu-
lated the attack, when about thirty yards from
the enemy, gave orders to fire, and that the
troops should charge. This being carried into
effect instantaneously put the French squares
into confusion : the heavy cavalry coming up
on the right, encreased the consternation of the
enemy, who fled with precipitation ; and, to
2dd to their defeat, they were joied by the re-
mains of the troops to the extreme left of the
French army, flying .before the victorious 34
N
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division, led by the gallant Major-General Pa- -
kenbam '
" The mtrepldnty of Lieut.-General Lenth on
this memorable day was so conspicuous, that it
is worthy of being held up as an example to
Officers leading troops into action.

Durmg the cannonade to which the 5th divi-
sioni ‘was exposed previous to the commence-
ihept of the battle, the Lieut.-General rode in
front of the line, regardless of personal danger,
spoke to and encouraged the soldiers, who were
lying on the ground to avoid its effects; and
when ordered to become the assailant, he con-
gratulated the Regiments upon the fortunate
opportunity which then presented itself of dis-
tinguishing themselves, and the certainty of
victory, Having equalized the two lines into
which 'his division was formed previous to
giving the order to march, he detached Officers
of the Staff to different points to regulate the
advance, and preserve an equal and compact
line. He then posted himself in front of the
colours of the 38th Regiment, and having de-
tached an Aide-de-Camp to desire the light in-
fantry in his front to clear his line of march of
the enemy’s voltigeurs, and (if possible) to take
some of the most advanced of his guns, he gave
;he word, and the whole division instantly

A}
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moved. Certain of the discipline of the troops
when close to the enemy, he did not alter his
station, but remained between the hostile fires;
and, in the act of breaking into the French
squares at the point of the bayonet, received a
severe wound : he notwithstanding pressed far-
tvard, and would not for some time yield to the
solicitations of the Officers near him, who
anxiously urged his quitting the field. A
The attack above detailed, added to that of
the third division, decided the fate of the day :
the left of the enemy were in the greatest confu-
sion, and flying in all directions. The rapid
and complete discomfiture which overtook the
~ French army, is one of the great features which
particularizes this memorable action. After
~ having cannonaded the allies with an appearance
of superiority and confidence of success during
the early part of the day, the French Marshal
* was attacked ; and the duration of uncertainty -
. as to the fate of his army, was confined to ‘the
space of _time occupied by the assailauts in
coming to close contact with his columns, which
were broken and dispersed with electric rapi-
dity. A
"A howitzer shell struck the Duke of Ragusa
early in the action, broke his right arm, angd
wounded him severely in the side.
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‘Generals Bonnet and Clausel, who took the
command in succession, were also wounded ;
~but the latter, although compelled to quit the
field, retained the subsequent command, and,
from a litter, gave those orders which secured
the retreat of an army in the greatest possible
state of deroute, and established his reputation
as an oflicer of energy and resource.

Licut.-General Leith was carried to a village
in rear of the field of action, and the tollowing
day was conveyed into Salamanca. The loss of
the 5th division was eight hundred killed and
wounded ; and, of his personal Staff, his Aide-
de-Camp, Captain Leith Hay, was severely
wounded, after having two horses killed under
him ; and Captain Dowson, of the Inniskillen
Dragoons, had his foot shattered by a ball,
~ The enemy fled with rapidity all night; but
. the Spaniards not having secured the passage of
 the river by the bridge of Alba, he was enabled
to escape by that means, and to remove all his
artillery, with the exception of eleven pieces
~ left on the field of battle, A

The number of prisoners was immense, but
the darkness which prevailed enabled many to
make their escape, and only seven thousand
were ultimately collected. The field was cover-
ed with dead bodies, and it is probably under-



101

rated when the total loss of the French army ‘s
estimated at twenty~two thousand wen. The
Geaerals of Division, Thomier and Ferré, were
killed ; and General Degraviers died of his
wounds, after, having been made prisoner by
the allies. '

The “ Army of Portugal,” previous to the
action, consisted of eight divisions of infantry,
a large body of cavalry, and upwards of a hun-
dred pieces of cannon—a force amounting to
from forty-six to fifty thousand men.

Lord Wellington had with him seven divi-
sions of his army, and the Spanish corps of Don
Carlos de Espana, with two thousand cavalry,
and from fifty to sixty pieces of cannon—the
whole amounting to thirty-six thousand men,
of which four divisions of infantry and part of

the cavalry were alone engaged. .

"~ The Joss on the side of the allies amounted to
five thousand killed and wounded ;—amongst
the latter (exclusive of Lieut.~General Leith),
were Marshal Sir William Beresford, Lieut.-
Generals Sir Stapleton Cotton and Cole. -

Sir Stapleton Cotton was wounded after the

close of the action, by a sentinel, who in the
dark mistook him for an enemy, and fired.

Nothing could exceed the joy which th: re-
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sult of the battle occasioned in Salamanca. The
idea of the danger and distress which they had
escaped, and the improbable -return of the
‘French army to persecute them, appeared to be
fully appreciated by its inhabitants, who evinced
the greatest care and anxiety in relieving the
wounded of the allied army, and cheerfully
prepared for the large hospitals which were of
necessity to be formed within the city.

The enemy, after passing the Tormes, as-
sembled a body of infantry to act as a rear-
guard, which was come up with. by the allied
advance  on the 23d, two leagues in front of
Alba; and, although advantageously posted on:
high -ground, the heavy dragoons of the Ger-
man Legion exeeuted a charge, broke through:
the square, and took a thousand prisoners.

General Clausel eould not, from this mo-
meat, present any opposition to the pursuit of
the allies, but the French retreated with a ra-
pidity that prevented: the possibility of an army
which marched with regularity and brought up
its supplies, being enabled to océasion any fur-
ther loss of consequence : it is, however, a cir-
cumstance highly creditable to the arrangements
made after the action, by the French General,
that an army in such confusion, and closely fol-
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lowed up, should have sustained no greater loss
of artillery than what occurred on the field of
battle.

Valladolid was mdncated to'the fugmves a5
the point of assembly, and the remains of the
“ Army of Portugal” passed through Arevalp
on the 25th, pursuing its route to that city.

Joseph Bonaparte, who had marehed from -
Madrid with 'the ¢ Army of the Centre,” to the
assistance of the Duke of Ragusa, received (at
Blasco Sancho) intelligence of his having been

. totally defeated ;—he therefore rmmediately put
brmself in retreat, and, passing the Guadarama, -
again arrived in the capital in a state of conster
nation and well-founded alarm.

Lord Wellington comtinued the purstut of
the defeated army, and entered Valladokid on
the goth—the enemy having previously evacu-
ated that city and marched for Burgos, leaving
eight hundred wounded, who fell into the hands
'of the conquerors.

" Having driven the Freach army 1mmed|ately
opposed to him from the field, with the loss of
nearly half its numbers, and incapacitated it
from speedily being in a situation to.re-com-
'mence offensive operations, Lard Wellington
determined to take possession of Madrid ; and
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with- this intention, (having left Licut.-General
Clinton, with the 6th division and some weak
battalions, at Cuellar),he marched in that direc-
tion on the Gth of August, arrived at St. Ilde-
fonso on the gth, and crossed the mountains by
the passes of Guadarama and Naval Serrada on
the 10th and tith.

Joseplt Bonaparte havmg been informed of
this movewent, marched from Madrid, and re-
~ connoitred the allied army on the evening of
~ the latter day. Upon this occasion the Portu-

guese cavalry conducted themselves ill, in the
act of making a charge in front of the village of
Majalahonda: a panicstruck them—they wheel-
ed about before coming in contact with the
French troops, and, galloping back in disorder,
occasioned a loss of three guns to the British
horse artillery. '
Elated with this success, the French cavalry
continued to advance, until they encountered
the heavy dragoons of the German Legjon,
who, although unprepared for this unexpected
assault, formed with the greatest cooluess, and
. checked the fu)ther progress of the enemy, who
made a retrograde movement during the night ;
and, being aware of the inadequacy of his force
to prevent the allies obtaining possession of Ma-
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drid, Joseph Bonaparte and Marshal Jourdan
placed a garrison of two thousand men in the
Retlro, and marched to Aranjuez.

On the 12th August the allied army entered
the capital, amidst the acclamations of its inha-
bitants ; and when the British Regiments filed
_through the stréets, enthusiasm was at its height
—all ranks rushed forward and welcomed the
troops they had so long desired to see within
their walls.

The China Manufactory, which the French
had surrounded by an octagonal star fort, was
incapable of any protracted defence, and was
much the weakest of the temporary "construc-
. tions of the enemy that the allied army encoun-
tered in its operations during the course of the
war ; it is theref. re inexplicable that Marshal
Jourdan should have committed so fine a garri-
son in a work of such a description, at a time
when he must have been aware it was impossible .
to relieve it.

Without case-mates of any descrnptlon, and
ltaving a large quantity of ammunition exposed
to the effects of a bombardment, Colonel La
Foud (the senior officer) was also -acquainted
with what had recently cceurred at the forts of -
Sallumnca, and dreading the effects of the hot
ahot which had been so successfully made use.

, ®



106 .

of in that instance, he surrendered by capitula-
tion on the 14th of August; when two thou-
sand and fifty-five officers and privates, one
hundred and eighty-nine pieces of cannon, nine
hundred barrels of powder, twenty thousand
stand of arms, above three million of ball car-
tridges, and two eagles, fell into the hands of
the allies,

This was the first splendid result of the battle
of Salamanca; a victory which finally produced
3o entire a change in the state of affairs through-
out Spain, and formed the great feature, of the
campaign of 1812.

It will not be irrelevant to recapitulate the
situation of the French and allied armies pre-
vioys to Lord Wellington crossing the Agueda
in Juve, 1812, and to deljneate the conse-
quences of that movement, in order that the
difficulties he had to encounter may be even
imperfectly appreciated, and that a just estima-
tion should be formed of the limited means and
.- disproportioned force with which he made this
brilliant campaign, and afforded to Europe an
example of what may be effected by a small
_ number of good troops, when commanded with

energy and judgment. . '

The British and Portuguese force in June,
1812, amouwilted to about sixty thousand men ; '
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of whom thirty-five thousand were with Lord
‘Wellington, thirteen thousand under Sir Row-
land Hill in Spanish Estremadura, and the re-
mainder either in garrisons or sick.
Sir Rowland Hill having to observe the mo-
“tions of a detached corps of the ¢ Army of the
South,” commanded by the General of Division
Comte d’Erlon, could not be withdrawn from
that service; nor was it until the battle of Sala-
manca occasioned the concentration of the army
of the Duke of Dalmatia, and cousequently the
“removal of the enemy’s corps from his front,
" that the force under his orders became dispes-
able. ‘ : : .
The enemy's armies were situated as follows :
that of Portugal, commanded by the Duke of
Ragusa, had its head-quarters in Salamanca, and
was forty thousand strong ; the army of the’
North, under General Caffarelli, sixteen thou-
sand, occupied the Asturias, Biscay, &c.; Jo-
seph Bonapirte and Marshal Jourdan were
at Madrid with the Spanish guards, some
French battalions, and the dragoons of General
~ Trelliard (forming the “ Army of the Cen-
tre’), thirteen thousand men ; the ¢ Army of
Arragon,” at Zaragoza, ten thousand; the
. % Army of the South,” commanded by the
‘Matshal Duke of Dalmatia, was fifty-five thou-
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* sand strong, forming the blockade of Cadiz,
occupying the Andalusias, and having the
Comte d’Erlon’s corps at Llerena ;—the ¢ Ar-
my of Cataluna,” under Suchet, Duke of Albu-
fera (exclusive of the ga_rrisons of Barcelona,
Gerona, &c.), had twenty-eight thousand wen
in the field. -

. Surrounded by these armies, did Lord Wel-
lington penetrate into the heart of Spain; take
possession of Madrid, compel Joseph Bonap:rte
to retire to Valencia, and occasion Marshyl
Soult to raise the siege of Cadiz, evacuate the
Andalusias, resign the dominion of the only
part of Spain which the French arms had suc-
ceeded in subjugating, and march hLis whole
force to form a junction with the ¢ army of the
centre,” in order tomove upon the Capital with
any hopes of success. .

Having created this splendid diversion, Lord °
Wellingtan left the light, 3d, and 4th divisions
at Madrid, and proceeded to the North with the
1st, 5th, and 7th; and, having been joined by
Lieut.-General Clinton and the 6th division,
drove the troops of the “ Army of Portugal”
from Valladolid (to which city they had again
advanced. upon the 7th September), and, hav-
ing pursued the enemy with as much velocity
as circumstances (including the obstruction oc-
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casioned by the explosion of the bridges) woukd
admit of, he arrived at Burgos on the 17th
September, and on the 19th invested the Castle.
Sir Rowland Hill was ordered to march upon
Toledo with the corps under his conmand, and
arrived there early in October. '

The enemy’s armies of the ¢ Centre” and
of the ¢ South” formed a junction at Albacete,
on the great route from Valencia to Madrid,
upoh the 28th September, and proceeded with-
out obstruction towards the Capital, with the
_exception of the resistance wade by a small
body of Spaniards, forining the garrison of the
Castle of Chinchilla, who defended themselves
gallantly, and occasioned a delay of several
days before they surrendeved,

A great effort was now to be made Ly the
Freanch armies to recover possession of the Ca-
pital, and force Lord Wellington back upon
the Portuguese frontier. ‘I'hat the enemy was -
in possession of the means of doing this, was’
evident, provided he resolved to sacrifice his for-
mer conquests in the South of Spain, abandon
the immense battering-train at Seville and. in
- frout of Cadiz, and employ nearly all his dispos-
able force for the attainment of that object : but
when it is considered that the allies, in this
campaign, took two important fortresses (exclu-
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" ‘sive of the forts at Salamanca and the Retiro)
~—nearly destroyed an army much superior in
force—raised the siege of Cadiz—occasioned
the evacuation of Andalusia and Spanish Estre-
madura—and obtained possession of the Capi-
tal in the very centre of the Kingdom, and of
_ an hundred and fifty thousand enemies—it must
ever be considered as a very splendid service, to
have been accomplished by fifty thousand men,
and more than could, by any calculation, have.
been supposed within the reach of probability.

When Marshal Soult and Joseph Bonaparte
arrived upon the Tagus, Sir Rowland Hill tock
up a position upon the Jarrama, covering Ma-
drid, with his head-quarters at Cienpozuelos,
aud. having assembled the light, 2d,"3d, and 4th
divisions of the army, with Major-General Ha-
milton’s Portuguese division, the Spanish eorps
of Murillo, the division of cavalry of Lieut.-
* General Sir William Erskine, and General Vic-
tor Alten’s brigade of light dragoons, he awaited
the attack of the enemy.

During these operations, the siege of the
castle of Burgos had proceeded under circum-
stances of extrewe severity of weather ;—the
troops were unavoidably much exposed, and the-
defence made by the garrison highly honorable -
to General Dubreton, who conducted it. - The
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liteness of the season, want of a battering train,
and the circumstances of the war in other parts
of Spain, determined Lord Wellington to raise
the siege; a measure rendered moré neces-
sary by the advance of the ¢ Army of Portu-
gal,” under General Souham, now reinforced
and greatly superior in numbers to the allied
force under the immediate command of his
Lordship. The allies, therefore, moved from
before Bargos on the 23d October, and com-
menced their retreat upon Tordesillas. :
- The loss of the British and Portuguese
during this siegé, amounted to upwards
of two thousand killed and wounded ; among
the former was the Honorable Major. Cocks,
of the 79th regiment—an officer of the greatest
. promise, possessed of all the requisites to form a
distinguished soldier—brave, intelligent, active,
and indefatigable ; enthusiastic in his profes-.
_sion, and possessed of precision and ability, he
lost no opportunity of making bimself known
and distinguished.
During the night of the 21st, the allies cross- .

ed the Arlanzon, and at five in the morning of
“the 22d, the rear-guards were retired. The
same evening, the enemy’s whole army, amount-
' ing to upwards of thirty. thousand mfantry,
large bedy of cavalry, and a liundred pieces of
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ammon, passed the river, and advanced in pure
snit.  On the 23d, an affair of cavalry took
place, which was uusuccessful to the allies, and
the enemy’s gens d'arme a chéval, pressing for-
ward until they encounntered the German light
infantry, commanded by Colonel Halkett, re-
ceived a severe check from these battalions,
. who firmly withsteod the onset, bronght marly
to the ground by a well-directed fire, and finally -
obliged the enemy to withdraw.

On the evening of the 24th, the whole army
was behind the Carrion: some difficulty occur-
red in exploding the bridges, as had. been di-
rected, and the enemy obtained possession of
those at Palencia and Tariejo in a perfect state.
In the course of the day, the French troops,.
~considerable force, passed the river by the fords
of Villa Muriel, but were attacked and compel-
led to recross by the 5th division,

On the 26th, the army crossed the Pisuerga
at Cabezon, and cn the 29th passed the Douro
at Tudela and Puente de Douro ; after which ‘

.the bridges were destroyed, as were those at
Cabezon, Valladolid, Tordesillas, and Quma
tanilla.

Lord Wellington established his head-quar-
ters at Rueda on the 3oth, the enemy occupy- -
ing nearly the same ground on the opposite
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bank of the river, which the Duke of Raguss.
had done previous to the battle of Salamanca.
These reverses having occurred in the North,
Lord Wellington determined to withdraw from
Madrid, and concentrate his force on the
Tormes ; he therefore dispatched orders to Sir
Rowland Hill, who commenced his retreat on
the 31st October ; and, having passed the Gua-
darama without loss, he moved in one column
on Fontiveras, and crossed the Tormes at Alba
on the 8th November, the same day that the
army from Burgos arrived on the St. Christoval
position. _
The allied army now assembled consisted of
nine divisions of infantry, exclusive of the Spa- '
nish corps, with about six thousand cavalry,
and from sixty to seventy pieces of eannon,
Head-quarters were at Salamanca, the right at
Alba de Tormes ; Sir Rowland Hill encamped
opposite the fords of Huerta, &c.; General
Long’s brigade of cavalry in the direction of
Babilafuente; Brigadier-General Pack’s brigade
at Aldea Lingua ; and a reserve at Calvaraza de:
Abajo. .
The enemy’s armies of the « South,” of the
* Centre,” and of ¢ Portugal,” assembled on
the right bank of the Tormes on the 11th No-_
P ,
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‘viember, their united force amounting to eiglily
thousand infantry, ten thousand cavalry, .and
two hundred pieces of artillery.  The Duke of
Dalmatia, being on the left with the <« Army of
the South,” made an effort to obtain possession
of Alba, and accordingly opened a very heavy
fire upon that town; which, although sui-
rounded with an old Moorish wall, has no
cover for the troops quartered there, and who
consequently becaiiie exposed to a bombard-
ment. Tlose excellent regiments, the 50th,
71st, and 92d, with some Portuguese, formed
the garrison, and, by the firnness of their con:
duct, soon convinced the enemy of tlie imprac-
ticability of gaining possession of the post, and
the attack ceased. '
The enemy passed the Tormes on the i4th,
'b‘y the fords of Galisancho, above Alba;—a
large force of cavalry and infantry had crossed
before Lord Wellington had it in his power to
make a reconnoissance, which he did with the
2d division of infantry and some artillery, and
found the whole cavalry of the ¢ Army of the
South,” supported by mfantr}, strongly posted
near Mozarbes, ,
" The unobstructed passage of the river being
tecured to the French armies, the allies march- '
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el to occupy the position of Arapiles (the field
of their former glory), and there await the at-

tack of the enemy. The weather had become

ckftemely inclement, and, daring the assemf;ly
gf the Freach armies in front of the position,
the rain fell in torrents, attended by a lieavy
gale of wind. '

Prepared to defend his grouund, if attacked,
Lord \Ve!lingtoh made ‘a recounoissance early
on the 15th, and ascertained that tl.e enemny
had commeunced his movements npon the com-
munications with Ciudad Rodrigo: his own
operations, therefore, became nolonger optional,
and orders were instantly given to evacuate Sa-
lamanca, and, for the whole aiiny to retire by
the route of Matilla, Sun Munoz, &ec.

The roads were extremely deep, iu vonse-
quence of the rain whichhad fallen, and the
weather cold aud boisterons ; notwithstanding
which, the allied axiny arrived at Ciudad Ro-
drigo on the 18th November, without the loss

of a guu, and having ouly three hundred

killed, wonnded, or missing.

Thus, after a series of operations in the face
’ .

of a very superior force, during which he had
occasioned the liberation of half the Spanish

“territory, and drawn nearly the whole dis--



" 116

* posable force of the enemy to the North, Lord
Wellington withdrew his army to the Portu-
- guese frontier, and closed a campaign which
added to his glory, and accelerated the final
expulsion of the French armies from the Pe-
ninsula. '



CHAP. VL.

THE Spring of 1813 was passed by the allied
~ army in its cantonments on the Douro and in
Spanish Estremadura, recovering its discipline
and organization, perfecting its equipment, and
receiving those reinforcements which had ar-
rived from Great Britain ; as also the sick and
wounded who were restored to health, and
again in a state to take the field.

The French ““ Army of the South,” with its
head-quarters at Toledo, occupied La Mancha
and New Castile ; the « Army of the Centre”
was stationed at Madrid ; and that ¢ of Portu-
" gal” returned to its former cantonments at Sa-
lamanca, &c.

Thus situated, the enemy continued without
making any movement, except those which the
difficulty of procuring provisions rendered ne-
cessary, and awaited the opening of the cam-
paign, at the period Lord Wellington found
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bimself enabled to commence offensive opee

rations, without the risk of being cheékeq

or interrupted in the course of a servicg

which, for the first time, he was possesseu
of adequate means to undertake, comnpared tqg

the strength of the engmy whom he had to con+

tend with,

Lieut.-General Leith  (whose wounds had
eccasioned his temporary absence from the
army and teturn to England) had, in reward
for Dbis brilliaut conduct at the battle of Sala-
wanea, received thei mammg of the Bath on the,
1st Febr uary, 1813 ; and upon, the 6th April
following, in commemoration of the assault of
B“d"‘i"-“a of the share he had in the battles of
Cm’uﬁa and of Busaco, an honorable augmen-
tation to the Arws of Lis Family (Appendr,r,
No. 4).—Still fecling the eflects of the Wal-
cheren fever, and of his wound, he was reluc-
tantly con;nPe]}ed to furego hkmg the command
of the divisign he bad so often led into action,
and to remain separated, I;om the army during
- the early part of the campaign of 1813.

Lord Wellington continued in his canton-
ments until his army was in the highest state of
efliciency—its cavalry nuinerous; and in great
order—the infantry refreshed, and in the most
serviceable.condition—the artillery well horsed
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4—the Corhmiissatiat augmertted and im p‘rove’d—»
a pontoon train added to the materiel—and
all ranks enthusiastic, and anxious to meet the
enemy.

Anticipating the great force with which the
+ allied army would open the campaign—the im-
possibiiity of reinforcements being sent from
France—the netessity of acting on the defen-
sive-—and of preserving, as perfect as possible,
the troops he was possessed of in Spain, the
~ enemy resolved to resort to Lis former plan of
retiring behind the¢ Ebro, there to wait until
. circumstances should again place him in a situa-
tion to advahce and carry on the war as he had
hitherto done, by means of his humerous ary
mies, and exactions upou thie inhabitants. |

Pieparatory to this measure, Joseph Bona-
parté quitted Madrid, and the whole ¢ Ariny of |
- the South,” withi the exception of General Dar-
ricaw’s division, and the vangnard under General
Soylt (brother to the Marslial), moved from La
Mancha_and marched to the North of the
Tagus. _

Valladolid became the teniporary residence
of the Usurper of the Spaniéli Throne; and the
passage of the Agueda, by Lord Wellington,
the signal which was once more to restoreliberty
to the ¢apital, and occasion the assembly of the
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armies of the enémy, previqus to a retreat upon
Vittora. ‘

~Lord Wellington having completed his ar-.
rangements, advanced with his whole army,
crossed the Agueda, and arrived at Salamanca
on the 2Gth May, where General Villatte, with
his division of the ¢ Army of the South,” tlxree,
squadnons of cavalry, and some artillery, were
attacked by the allied cavalry under Generals
‘Fane and Alten, and compelled to make a pre-
cipitate retreat, with considerable loss.

In the course of the 27th and 28th, a junction
was formed with Sir Rowland Iill's corps,
which had advanced from Coria and Placentia,.
and wbich was established between the Tormes-
and Douro. e

Lord Wellmgton hlmself proceeded to ascer-
tain the passage of the Esla by the left of lns,
army, under Lieut.-General Sir Thontas Gra-
‘ham, who had his right at Carvajales and his
left at Tabara, in communication with the army
of Gallicia, commanded by General Giron,
 The passage of the Esla was effected on the
31st May, by a bridge, which it was necessary.
to throw over, and by which the infantry cross-
ed;. for the river was so deep and rapid, llfat
some of the cavalry were drowned in fording it.

The enemy’s troops who retired from Sala-

’
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, ianca, Avila, &c. formed a junctiof. at Nava
" del Rey, with those which’ were “at* Arevals,
. Medina del Campo, &c.; General Lavallg,
" with the divisions from Madrid and the valley
of the Tagus; made a rapid movement, passed
the Guadarama, and marched to Segovia ;
from thence he proceeded to Cuellar, passed
the Douro at Puente de Douro on the 3d June,,

" and joined the main body of the Army ‘of the

South” at Valladolid.

" Lord Wellington passed the Douro on the
1st and 2d June, the Catrion on the 7th; and
* the Pisuerga on' thie'8th, gth, and toth, with an
" hundred" thousand men' (including the Army
of Gallicia), of which force ten: thousand - weére
cavalry. The 10th hussars; supported by the
18th, charged a body of French dragoons near

“‘and artillery, and made two oﬂicers and two
" hundred and ten men pnsoners ' SR

 The enemy’s armies were in fall retreat ; and, ‘
whenever the affies came up with- his rear, they
" occasioned it severe loss, and ‘accelerated his
march, 'which was encambéred by an immense
quantity of baggage of every description, wags
" ‘gons loaded’ wnth the plundetiof the Andalusias,
" “of Madrid, &c. and by the convoys of Spaniards
~who' had éspi;us'ed‘ the French cause, and fled
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Mith tlre arny. to escape the vengeance of
aheir exasperated countrymen. Aware of the
» fdtal turn which affairs bad taken in Spain, and '
“of the error in calculation which they bad in
- the first instance comumitted b joining the for-
tunes of Joseph Bunaparte—-msulted and des-
:pised by the French ofﬁcen:s, who no longer
" concealed their opinion of them-——notiﬁng can
be imagined more deplorable than the condition
of these miserable people; but, as no motive

* other than that derived from ;elﬁslrpo‘licy had,
e t,he’ commencement of the revolution, actu-
veted their conduct; and led them to become
_traitors to their country, they were little to be
- pitied ; more especially. as, in the short-lived
- anomeats. of success which attended the French
. arms in_Spain, they had invariably acted with
presumption, and. added to the distresses of
those who remained faithful to what they consi-
“dered a hopeless cause, when opposed to the
¢ power and resources of the Emperor Napd!gonr
.ii; The system of warfare pursued by the Gueril-
s ]as, had occasioned the French and their par-
- tizans pever to remove from ou§ part of the
- country to another except in convoys escorted
s by a body of troops;—these singular assem-
¢ blages presented an extraordinary line of march,
. and, when obliged to bivouac (as was frequently

<
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the case), appeared like a large gipsy encamp-

ment, and were put in motion by the peremp-
_tory, and not always very-conciliatory, orders of
~ the officer commanding the escort. .

At Burgos the Frencli armies were assembled.
Having a strong rear-guard upon the heichts to
the left of the Hormaza, posted with its left in
front of Estepar, Lord Wdlingtmi reconnoitred
‘this force upon the 12th, with the right of the
allied army, consisting of the lmht and - second
divisions, the Spanmh division' of Murillo, the

"Portuguese of thie Conde de Amarante, and five
‘brigades of cavalry. His Lordship dislodged
the enemy without sustaining- any loss, who
“was compelled to retire across the Arlanzon,
“and in the conrse of the night continved his re-
treat' upon Miranda de Ebro, after having de-
stroyed the works of the castle. "

Lord Wellington marched his- army by a
route to the left of the great communication
between Burgos and the Ebro, and which pre-

“sented obstructions that the If rench Generals
considered insurmountable ; they thevefore
found it difficult to account for the undistarbed
manner in which they 'were permitted to'?eﬁre
aloug the great' road without being pleesed or
losing a cartiage « £ any description; more espe-
cially, as the British advance had appeared.in

‘.
1
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front of Burgos previous to the exf)losion of
the castle,

The « Army of the South » which formed
the rear of the enemy’s column, arrived at Pan-
corbo on the 15th June, and halted until the
mght of the 18th, when it was put in motion,
in consequence of mtellxgence being received
that the left of the allied army, under Sir Tho-
.mas Graham, had already crossed the Ebro,
.which he did on the 14th, by the bridges of St.
. Martin and Rocamonde,—the other carps pass-

ing during the 15th by those bridges, and that
of Puente Arenas.
The rapid and well-conducted movements of
Lord Wellington were instantly developed, and
' the hurry and confusion occasioned thereby in
the enemy's army proyed, how judicious they
were, and what exertions were necessarily made
1to avoid the immedijate consequences attending
them o
. General Comte Gazan, upon whom the com-
.,mand of the “ Army of the South” had devoly-
;.ed by the removal. of the Duke of Dalmatia ta
Germany, having Jeft a garrison of eight hup-
‘dred men jn the fort of Pancorbo,fell back
- upon the ¢ Army of the Centre” at Miranda de
. Ebro, aud the whole of the enemy’s force ar-
rived at Vittoria on the lgth on which day
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Lord We’llmg‘ton arrived on the Bayas, haviag
driven'the French rear-guard (which he found
poated w;th its right covered by Subijana, and
its left by the heights in front of Pobes) back
upon the main body, then on its march to Vit-

toria.
The dlstauce from Pancorbo to Vittoria i

thirty-two miles, and was performed by the
Frénch troops without & halt;-except for a ‘few
hours i in the middle of the night, hear Miranda.

Vittoria; upon the #19th of June, crowded
with French troops and renegade Spaniards,

: lllummated by order, in honor of the presence
of Joseph Bonapaxte-—aa ceremony which was
executed in silénce, corresponding to the ‘feel-

- ings of its inhabitants, stimulated by the cer-
tainty that the French influence (which only
derived the very partial popularity it ‘was ever
possessed of in Spain from its power) was un-
questlonably on tlie wane, formed a remarkable
‘contrast to the scene which it presented upon ,
the entrarice of the victorious army of Lord
Wellmgtdh, ‘whien it becarne the head-quarters

“on’ the night of the 21st. ,

* It was iow evident that Lord Wellington had
no intention of conﬂnmg his operations to'driv-
mg the enemy across ‘the Ebfo, and that he was
%n sulfiieiit force to prosecute ‘the great anl
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_yltimate object of compelling the French armies
in his front to evaeuate the Spanish territory,
Marshal Jourdan, therefore,” commanding the
enemy under the nominal controul of the
Usurper, determined to cover Vittoria, and for

" that purpose placed éighty pieces of cannon in
Vattery near the village of Gomecha during the
night of the 19th, The French armies occu-
pied the posmou which extends from the »

heights of La Puebla to Gamarra Mayor, the
head.quarters of the “ frmy of the South” be-
ing at Arinez, a village on the great route from

Miranda to Vittoria; the ‘ Army of Portugal”
formed the right of the line, that of the ‘ South”
on the left, with the cavalry and the * Army
of the Centre” in reserve.

The allied army marched at day.-hreak of the
21st to attack the whole extent of this position,
and operations commenced soon after by Sir

. Bowland Hill obtaining possession of the

. heights of La Puebla, upon which the enemy’s
left rested ;—he detached on this service part of
Ahe Spanish corps of General Morillo; but the
French troops ascending, and reinforcing to a
great extent those already there, it became ne€
cessary to send some British to support the
attack.. The wooded and rocky heiglits were
iobstinately defended, and a cq'n§idemblév loss
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" bécasioned to the assailants, pai‘ticularly in the
fall of the Hon. Lieut.-Colonel Cadogan; but
tesistance was vain and the enemy driven, the
allies continuing in possession of this important
point throughout the course of the subsequent
operations of the day.

Sir Rowland Hill then passed the Zadota,
and carried the village of Sabijana de Alava.
1t was calculated that the centre columns, under
the Earl of Dalhousie and Sir Thomas Picton,
would have arrived t)y the time these services

" had been carried into execution; but the diffi-

cult nature of the country through which they

" had to pass, prevented their arrival upon the

Zadora until some time after. During this in-

terval, the enemy ade several fruitless attempts

to recover possession of Sabijana de Alava.
About one’ p. M. it being reported to Lord

‘Wellington that Lord Dalhousie’s column lrad

reached Mendonza, he ordered the centre of the

army to pass the Zadora and attack the enemy,
which was effected in the following manner :

~ "The fourth division crossed at Nanclaus—the
light by the bridge of Tres Puentes—the third
and seventh divisions by a bridge higher up the

rivet: | , el
“The suroke of Sir Thomas Graham’éhééti-llery

at the same ‘moment announced his liaving
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~attacked the French right in the direction of
Gamarra. The enemy havmg weakened his
) line by the large bodies of troops detached to
hls left, no sooner saw the allied columns across
_the Zadora, than he commenced his retreat
- upon Vittoria,.—It was at first conducted thh
, regulanty, and the advance of the allies attem pt—
‘ed to be checked by the i immense force of artil-
lery posted near the village of (zomecha; not-
‘ thbstandmg which; the British mfantrv ad-
_ vanced rapidly and in the most perfect order.
The day before the  action, the enemy had
dxspatched a very larce convoy on the road to
“Irunj he had snll howeyer, an enormous
_ quantity of baggage, treasure, and materzel of
- oll sort, with his army; conveyed in beavy wag—
gons ill-adapted for rapid removal, and dreadful
. .incumbrances when compelled to adopt a nearly
; impracticable foute fot carrisges of any. de-
scrlptlon
. 8ir Thomas Graham ‘having arrived, aftef
' successfully attackmg every thing which came
-in his way, upon the communication w:th Trun,
.. the ouly line of retreat ;eft for the French army
. was by Salvatlerra, and from thence to Pam—
yluna
- The British and Hanovenan cavalry pressed
npdly upon. lus retreatmo columns, and when-
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gvet the infantry had time to come up, he ,ﬂed
with precipitation. The crowds tushing from
Vittoria to effect their escape — the roads
choked up with artillery, waggons, carriages,
&c. &c. which the enemy had abandoned, added
to the confusion, and his army soon became &
mass of disorganization, atid no Jonger tetained
a semblat_xce' of formation.—Lord Wellingtott
Ied the pursuit, and the British horse artillery,
galloping from height to height, cannonaded
the crowds of infantry and’ cavahy mixed, and
flying throngh the valleys below.

It has been made an accusation against Mar<
shal Jourdan, that the defeat at Vittoria, and
thie immeuse loss of artillery which the French
army sustained, was in great measure owing to
his bad arrangements, and deficiency of talent
as a Qenetal ; and this opinion Is strengthened
by the want of cOnﬁ‘dence which the French
Officers evmccd as to his ablhty in extricating
them from the cntlcal sitaation in which they
were placed ;—but, however much he may hate
erred in his primary arrangements, the rapidity
with which tlie alteration in the line of retreat

' (in consequence of the Bayonne road being in
possession of the allies) took place, and the
trifling loss in prisoners whichh was sustained

R
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ander. circumstances of complete defeat, will -
rather afford an example of his talent in saving
an army by sacrificing its materiel; and cer-
tainly, circumstanced as the enemy then was;
from the tremendous losses he had sustained
" in the Russian . cathpaign of 1812, Lis great
object ought to have been directed towards
withdrawing his force, with the least possible
. dxmmutxon of its numbers, resigning hls art(llery'
and baggage to its fate;

: One hundred and fifty-one pieces of the
French cannon were taken in the action, and
subsequently many were discovered in the fields
 hear Vi’ttorig', which augmented the 'captured’
artillery, when parked in the neighbouthood of
that city, to nearly two hundred pieces.

r he amwunition and baggage of the énemy 4
trmxes all fell into the hands of the conquerors;
whole families Were left o the field, and aw .
enormous booty was gained by the soldiefs.—In<
~ dependent of the tieastre brodght fromr Andas
lusia and Madrid, a farge sunt had arrived frony

France for the payment  of the troops, but had
not been distributed, and which was also faken.
The mhabntants of Vittoria and lhe neighbour.
ing villages flocked to the field and enriched
tlgemselves. Jewels, pictures, rich cloathing;
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‘baoks, &c. were scattered about in all é"reca
tions ;:and it js computed that the specie along
amounted to several millions of dollars.

‘The French, accustomed to routing " the in<
disciplined Spanish armies, never witnéssed any
thing more complete, in point of confusion,
than the spectacle whicl the celebrated soldiers
- of Napoleoa ' themselves presented - on - thig
memorable day.-—The heavy rain which.fel}
after the battle, impeded the pursuit, “and
favoured the escape of the enemy ; ‘who, disens
¢nmbered from every species of carriage (wuth
the exception of one gun and a howitzer), fled
with rapidity, and arrived at Pampluna’ wnhont.
sufféring any loss of consequence subsequent. to
the night of the 21st,—except in a trifling affaiz
with the light division, in. which the onW
temammg gun was captured.

The Freach troops passed the P; renees by
B,o.ncesvalles, having left General Cassagne with
a. large garrison in Pamptuna.  From this
moment the result of the struggle in the Peamg-
sula became certuin ; nor was it possible for-the
enemy to wrest from Lord Welhngton the
superiotity he had gained. P

“Lhe armies now dtiven back upon their omi'
territory, comprised nearly all the French
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troops which remained of five hundred thou-
sand soldiers that had entered Spain since the
‘year 1808. These, discomfited, worn out by
“incessant, harassing, and unpopular warfare, re-
turned to France with tarnished ' reputation,
yndeceived as to the invincibility which former
successes, aided by the vanity of the national
gharacter, led them to suppose accompanied
their Eagles, and had been one of the causes of
their hithertb'splendid career in nearly every
part of Europe.

. On the left of the line of operations, General
Foy, with the division of the ¢ Army of Portu-
gal” under his command (who had, during these
occurrences, been in the neighbourhood of
Bilbao), made rapid marches to get upon the
high road to Irun; and, having formed a junc-
tion with some troops in that direction, attempt-
ed to arrest the progress of the left column of
the allied army, under Lieutenant-General Sie
Thomas Graham, who was advancing to follow
up the victory of the 21st, and- (if possible) to
evertake the immense convoy which had left
Vittoria for Bayonne the day preceding the
battle.~Sir Thomas Graham' attacked him at.
"Tolosa, dislodged him, and continued his march
towards the Bxdassoa. :
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~ General Rey, with four thousand men, wi§
left in San Seébastian, ‘and the remainder of
General Foy’s corps entered France. :

The reduction of Pampluna and San Sebas-
tian now became the object of Lord Welling=
ton’s operations: the former he determined to
blockade, and besiege the latter. The 5thi
. division of the army, and two Portugnese bri:
gades, were ordered to undertake this service,
and the direction of it confided to Lxeutenant-
General Sir Thomas Graham.

San Sebastian, situated so near the French
coast that no vigilance on the part of the Bri-
tish navy could (with certainty) prevent sup-
'plvies being introduced into it, and being not
“eonsidered a place of great strength, was also
with less ditficulty laid siege to than Pampluna
could have been, on account of the land carriage
necessary in transporting stores, &c. to th¢
latter being obviated, in the instance of San.
Bebastian, by the possession of the neighbour-
ing port of Passages, from whence the allies
eould réceive their battering-train, and with
certamty remove their heavy artillery and imple-
ments of siege, should any future opérations of
the enemy render such a measure necessary.
Aware also of the difficalty which had occurred
in obtaining possession of former- fortresses in
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the Peninsula, and which would naturally be
encreased at Pampluna (a place incomparably
stronger than any other before which the allied
army -had appeared), Lord Wellington had no
hesitation in chopsing the protracted but certain |
tesult of a blockade, and by that means saving
many lives, and getting into his pawer ope of
the best fortnﬁed towng in the Pemnsuh, with
its defences entire,

San Sebastian is buxlt upon a penmsulp, at
the eastern extremity of which rises a remarky
able rock ;—uypon it the castle stands: the
northern wall of the place is washed by the
" river Urumnea, the southern by the sea, and the

western defences (swhich are constructed on the
isthmus connecting the town thh the' maig
land) counsist of 3 double line of works. The
island of Santa Clara is situated to the south of
the castle, within half cannon-shot, and enfi-
lades its outer line, The heights on the right
bank of the Urumea command the northern
face of the place, at the distance of seven hun-
dred yards In front of the town, vises' the
eminence upon which the Convent of St. Bar~
tolomeo is built, and is seven hundred and fifty
yards from the works. San Sebastian is a more
;formndable ‘place than was imagined ; and the
'cucumsta,nce of a lurge garrison having a short
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line of works to defend, adds to the difficultiés
attending an assault, from the facility with
which the besieged can concentrate, and: (withs
out danger) bring their main strength within &
harrow comnjdss.

- The allies attacked the place on the lsth of
July, 1813. They erected batteries ortthe hills
to the right of the Urumea, for the purpose of
breaching the sea-wall ; and the following day;
to the left, two batteries were opened upon the
Convent of San Bartolomeo, which was carried
on the 17th, in a very gallant style, by the 9th
regiment and some Portuguese troops. The
operations continued with great vigour until the
21st, when Sir Thomtas Grallam simmoned the
place, but without effect.

On the 23d, a breach one hundred feet in
length was conSidered practlcable and a lessef
one, extending thirty feet, to the left of the great
breach, was also made before fright; it was -
consequently determined to assault the place
the following inorning: a delay, however, was
~ occasioned, and it was not until the 25th that
it was carried into execution. At five in the
morning of that day, a mine was exploded by
the allies, which destroyed a considerable length
of the counterscarp and glacis, occasioned a
gnomentary panie in _the garrison, and the
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assatlting party availing themselvesof it, reachied
the breach before. a large body of fire was
brought’ upon them. The ground from the
gpproaches to the breach was extremely diffi-
cult: rocks covered with sea-weed, and pools of
water, obstructed the march of the troops; the
bteach was flanked by two towers, and the fire
of the place was still .entire: undet all these
difficult circumstances the troops gained the
summit; but were received by such a tremen-
dous discharge of grape, shells, and musketry,
that they were forced back, and retired into the
trenches with the loss of five hundred men.

Whea the accounts of the battle of Vittoria
reached the Emperor Napoleon, in Germany,_
he instantly ordered the Duke of Palmatja to
return 1o Spain, and, with the title of his Lieu-
tenarit and Commander ini Chief of the Armies
in the Peninsula, to remedy those disastrous
reverses which his troops had experienced, by
attdcking the British and forcing his way to
. Vittoria. v
. Marshal Soult, upon joining the army, issued
a pampous Proclamation, and immediately
prepared to avail hinself of the feeling of con-
fidence which his presence had created in the.
goinds of all ranks under his command.
« The left of bis atiny, he placed under the
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direction of General Clausel; the centre was
commanded by Comte d’Erlon; and the right
confided to Geperal Comte Reille, formerly
Aide-de-Camp to the Emperor. It consisted
of nine divisions of infantry, two divisions of
dragoons, and one of light cavalry ;—its artil-
lery had been completed from the depéts, and
the materiel of every description placed in a
perfect state. Joseph Bonaparte and Marshal
Jourdan were no longer present, and Comte Ga-
zan resumed his situation as Chief of the Staff.

“The allied army, exclusive of the cerps
before Pampluna and San Sebastian, occupied’
the line of the Pyrennees from Roncesvalles to.
PFonterrabia. At the former was stationed Ma-*
jor-General Byng’s brigade, encamped on the’
sammit of the celebrated Pass, as was also the’
Spanish division of Morillo, The 4th division *
was at Viscarret, one league in rear of Sir Row-"
land Hill; who occupled the valley of antan
by Major-General Pringlé’s brigade. The’ Pos-
tuguese division of the Conde de Amarante, and *
Major-General Waiker’s brigade of the 2d divi-
ston, were éncamped on the Maya Pass, The'
.gd dlvmon, commanded by Sir Thomas Picton,
was in reserve to these troops ; as was also the
, 6th, under MaJor-(reneral the Hon. E. Paken-"
ham. Thelight and 7th divisions were at Vera'

’ S
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and Echellar. Major-General Lord Aylmer’s
brigade was posted on the heights between Le-
saca and Oyarzun ; the Army of Gallicia occu-
pied the heights to the right of Irun; and the
1st division was encamped on the great road to
Bayonne, between Oyarzun and Irun, and in
the direction of Fonterrabia.

On the 24th (the day previous to the unsuce
eessful assault of San Sebastian), the Duke of
Dalmatia advanced by the road leading from
St. Jean Pied de Port, and attacked Major-
- General Byng’s brigade at Roncesvalles, with
from. thirty to forty thousand men. The
Major-General, favoured by very strong ground,
maintained his post until the arrival of Sir
Lowry Cole with the 4th division, and these
"h;jave troops occasioned a delay of nine hpurs
 before the enemy could dislodge them, which
he was only ultimately enabled to do by turn-
ing the position upon which they stood.

_The. centre division of the enemy’s army
attacked. the Pass of Maya on the evening of
the same day, and the allied troops stationed

~ there fell back upon Irurlta, after sustammg s
severe loss.

'Lieutenant-General Sir Lowry Cole having
retired to Zubiri, and the Pass of Roncesvalles
bgjng, consequently in possassion of the French
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" army, Sir Rowland Hill did not consider it safe

~ to continue so far in advance, particularly as it

now became necessary to concentrate the army .
on the right, to cover Pampluna, and defeat the

enemy’s object of relieving that place.

Lord Wellington became ‘acquainted with
the occurrences on his right on the night of the
25th, and immediately proceeded to the posi-
tions of the 3d and 4th divisions.

The post of Zubiri was not considered
tenable, nor did Sir Thomas Picton and Sir
Lowry Cole think themselves warranted in
allowing the enemy to bring them to action
with such a superiority of force as he possessed,
until they had arrived upon ground of a stronger
description, and where they had reason to sup-
pose other divisions of the army would have it
in their power to join them, and secure the
repulse of the enemy, should he persevere in his
march upon Pampluna ;—they therefore retired
to the posilion‘ of Huarte, one league in front
of that fortress, where they were joined by Lord
Wellington on the 27th.—For the first time, -
the troops evinced, by’ their acclamations, that
enthusiasm and confidence which his presence
bad long been accustomed to inspire, but which
the present critical circumstances, and uncer-
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tainty of his arrival, called forth in the most
exhilarating manner. :

The hostile armies were so near, that the
French Marshal and his Suite could be clearly
distinguished on the heights opposite ; and the
arrival of a Staff, followed by a cheer which
rung from flank to flank of the British line,
could leave no doubt that the presence of .his
illustrious antagonist had occasioned the well-
known shout of victory, which had long been
familiar to the French armies as the constant
forerunner of a charge made by British troops.

At this moment, the 6th division arrived from
* St. Estevan, and formed across the valley of the
Laux, in rear of the left of the 4th division s
the attack commenced : the battle became gene-
ral along the whole of the position of the allies,
but the contest was severest where the 4th divi-
sion was posted, the troops of which added to
the glory they had acquired en many former
occasions; they performed repeated: charges,
and the enemy were completely driven back.

His offensive operations ceased with the
attack of this day; and, despairing of being

enabled to reach Pampluna, the Duke of Dal-
" matia, on the evening of the 28th, sent baek his
artillery to St. Jean Pied de Port.
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" Lerd Wellington, having assembled sufficient
‘force, became the assailant on the 29th and
30th—attacked and turned all the enemy’s posi-
tions — occasioned him immense loss—and,
~ finally, drove him through the passes of the
mountains, back into France.

These operations, commenced with arrogance
and conducted with obstinacy by Marshal Soult,
but, in many instances, with distinguished gal-
lantry by the troops under his command, cost
France from sixteen to twenty thousand men—
destroyed the previously shaken “ morai” of the
French soldier—insured the fall of San Sebas-
tian and Pampluna—and left no doubt of the
seat of war being speedily transferred to the
French territory.

The loss sustained by the allied army, in the
battles of the Pyrenees, was very severe,—
. amounting, in killed and wounded, to above
#ix thousand men. .

Lord Wellington shewed, durmg these event -
ful days, a consummate kuowledge of the art of
war ; and upon no occasion was his foresight
and resource more necessary, The difficulty
of assembling the corps of his army-—the line of
operations to be pursued-—the precision neces-
sary in combining his movements—the judg-
ment required to point out the moment to be-
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‘come the assailant—all demanded the exertion

of his uncommon abilities. And upoh no ocea-
sion was the presence of such a Commander
more vitally essential to his army, or his inesti-
fnable value to his Country and to Eurepe, more
clearly exemplified.

The allied army resumed its position- on the
Pyrenees—head-quarters were again established
at Lesaca—and the siege of San Sebastian,
which had been interrupted by the advance of
the enemy (the uncertainty of whose operations
had induced Sir Thowmas Graham to embark
his artillery and stores), was recommenced - on
the 24th August, with additional means; and
on the 26th, eighty pieces of ordnance opened.
upon the place.

Lieutenant-General Sir James Leith havmg
sufficiently recovered to admit of his resuming
his duties on the field, arrived in time to bring
this arduous siege to a close, and, upon the 29th
August took the command of the 5th dwmon,
in the trenches.

Lord- Wellington reconnoitred the breaches
(now considered practicable), snd gave orders
for the assault to take place on the morning of
the gist. The preceding day, measures were
adopted to facilitate the debouche of the troops.
from the trenches; for which purpose three
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wmines were exploded during the night, and -
they blew the sea-wall completely down.

It was acranged, that the columns should ad-
“vance to the assault at eleven a.m. (the hour
of low water) ; and Lieut.-General Sir Thomas
Graham having completed the arrangements
~with Sir James Leith, he left him to command
the storm, and erossed the Urumea to the right
attack, where he continued durmg the subse-
quent operahom. ,

The service confided to him, proved to be
one which, in a high degree, called forth one of
the characteristic features in. the military life of
Sir James Leith, namely, a confidence of the
impossibility of failure when: British troops were.
~-employed, and' a persevering firmness in the
‘attainment- of the object to be gained; when
ordinary minds had ceased to hope.

In his directions for the formation and move-
ment of the troops, Sir James Leith was parti-
cularly attentive in-ordering, that the number
to attack in support. of the advanced: party,
should be sufficiently’ great to execute the
service (without being erowded), and that a-
constant reinforcement should be sent"at inter-
vals.from: the approaches, who. were directed to-
press forward, and, by perseverance, to.effect a
lodgment. '
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'The advanced parties moved out of the
~ trenches at eleven o’clock ; and almost imme-
Hately after, the enemy exploded two mines,
for the purpose of blowing down a high wall to
the left of the beach, by which the troops
advanced to the foot of the breach : the passage
being very narrow, he hoped by this means to
- force the fragments of masonry forward, and
seriously obstruct the line of march. The.
mines succeeded in completely demolishing the-
parts of the wall they wére intended to destroy ;
but, notwithstanding the large masses of stone,
of which it was constructed, rolled down upon
the beach, there still remained a narrow space
between them and the sea, which enabled the
troops to defile without being seriously incom-
moded ; nor did the explosions occasion great
loss to the 5th division, in consequence of their
taking place previous to the main body of sup-
port having come within reach of their effects.
Sir James Leith having taken the opinion of
Sir Richard Fletcher, the Chief Engineer, as to
“the sitvation in which his presence would be -
most advantageous, and where he could best
averlook and direct the progress of this despe-
~rate service, placed himself on the beach,
about thirty yards in advance of the debouche
from the trenches ; where, statlonary, without
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eWy ‘cover or protection whatever, he yémained
giving his orders with a firmness and resolution
worthy of the occasion ; where the glory of the
fifth Divisian was at stake, and of the principe
Jes of his noble mind, which never admitted &
esnsideration of personal danger  wheid in Ace
tion with the Enemy, or ever calculated as ta
_ the exteat of exposure he was called upon by
duty to make. His leading principle was, that

‘however brave the Troops, and devoted the |

Officers in suburdinate situations, the example
" of those in command was beyond every thing
¢ssential. Awaré of what had occurred in the
former Assault, he coasequently estimated the
difficulties to be surmounted iz obtaining pos.
session of the place; he arrived upon the beach
 with a determination to take it, hor, from that
) rdoment until he was carried nearly lifeless
from the field, did he ever for an instant admit
‘a doubt of the result, or, under the gloomy
aspeet which the Assault at one time presented,
allow an idea of failure to enter his mind, The
Adthor of this Memioir, in detailing the events
of the last time that Sir JAMES LEITH was seris
oitsly engaged with the Enemy, must Awell dpow

the value of%such feelings, and appeal to those

gallant Officers, who have on many occasion¥

been led by him to victory, and those of the.

Peninsular Army who have had opportunities

nf witnessing she truly Nergic bile in whishbe

T -

“4 .
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S iiw‘m‘iab&y--am&uqted -the- services - sonfided to
him, whether - his -presence -did not on every
eccasion animate the'Troops, while his unshake-
dble firmness. tanght them to overcome difficul-
ties, and to-be, in-reality, as invincible as were
the energies of his mihd. The explosion of the
Enemies’. mines. was immediately followed by
a concentrated .fire: of shot, shells, grape, and
musquetry, directed against the Troops ascend-
jog the Breach,- from the Batteries of the Mi«
rador, del Principe, and the Keep of the Castle,
as well as from the high Curtain to the left of
the: Breach, and from the ruined Houses in front
which-were loop-heled, and lined with infantry,
having a trifling elevation above its crest, and
distant about forty yards; in addition to which
the Fire of the Horn Work flanked and overe
Jooked the ascent. Major-General RosiNsoN’s
Brigade first mounted the Breach, hat for a
long space of time the moment of arriving on
the summit, was that of certain death; fresh
Troops pressed forward as fast as they could
file out of the Trenches, and so severe was the
loss, that Sir JAMEs LEITH was ebliged to send
a Staff Officer, with directions to have the dead

‘and the dying removed from the debouches,
whe were so numerous as absolutely to choke
them up, and prevent the passage of the Troops..

. tSoon sftes o plungitig Shot strack the Shingle
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Wear where-Sdr JaMrs LETH stoed; snd feho
ing, gave him a blow on :the: ichest, which lai
him on the greund without sense er.metio
The Officers near him had na doubt of his bemg
killed, but he recovered his respiration and reg

eollection, resisted :all the entreaties. of his Staff

to quit the field, and again issued his nrderq
mth coolness and precxsmn.

'In additien to the obstacles the Troops had ta
‘avercome, in the performance of this memorablé

assault, from the fire of the Enemy, is to be cited -

the fallacious appearance which the exterioy of
‘the Breach presented to wview, for although
practicable in the ascent, the distance to the
level of the Town was as great .as ever, and
‘the height to be descended unreduced by the
fire of the Batteries, nor could it have been
made more easy by the continued effect of ar<
tillery ; the exterior Wall was.completely beaten
down, and the front to the Besiegers one cong
tinued heap of rubbish, in which the shat bus
ried themsglyes without deing any further harm
10 the defences. The interipr of the high Curg
~ tain Wall which varied, from thirtg-five tp six.
teen feet of a]titude from the leyel of the Towm
had been built against, the Houses. sgconstructx
ed were now. in suins, the Wall which. forme(l‘
their back- part, which had added to the thickg
Qeps and sgonrity of the Curtain, was & pexy
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gendiculur a8 ever, presenting- nd mbans o
ﬂeScent except by the ruined End Walls left-
’artly stunding, and by which the Troops conld
only get into the Street in very small nums«
bers with dnﬁculty, and exposed to an incese
gant Fire of Ml.sqnetry frotn the Heuses op~
pOSICe

‘The Curtain to the left, and which afforded
@' passage for the assailants, was Yeferided by
Traverses, which, exteudmg across it at. shom
, distances, admitted but ome man to pass at s
tlme, and behind these were stationed the Enée
my'’s infantry, who without dlﬂiculty or dangét
put to death every person having the temerivg
6o attempt: forcmv his way in that direction.

The Brea¢h was still'contended for ’by M‘a-
%] or-General ‘RoBiNsox’s Brigade, Major- General

AY’s, comsistig of the‘\Royal ‘ninth and thirty.’
E’lght ‘chmme'nts, ‘wete advancing te suppott
and a column ‘of P’ortuguese mfantzry forded
the Urumea from the right ‘attaék, and reached
the lesser Breach under a very heavy fire, du~
ﬂng wh!ch no Troops ‘could Hehiave with greate!'
gallantry or discipline. The Bre Rrd the'Castle
and the baily ‘of the'place wis ineesslmt, and
éwo hours had’ ‘iow elapsed 'since “the “Troops
became: exposed 1o it, withbut one ‘man havirg
. ugm mﬁo“tho—’i‘é'v». o dh a2
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Bement fmalde upen the ascent of the Bread

tvas however maintained by the bravery .f the
Troops, and the whole extent of it covered
dvith dead bodies. A Shell burst near the spot
where Sir Javes LEITH stood, tore oF the flesh

‘of his feft hand, and broke his arm in two

places. He continued to exert the little strength
e poseéSsed in giving dxrectxous, untll fuinit 1{
‘ﬁdm loss of blood, he was reluctantly com seld

led to quit the Ficld. “When being carried

through the Trenches to the rear, he met the
‘femaining part of his Division pressing forward
to execute his-orders; and the men of the mmh
Reglment, recognising “their General, w ‘105&
presence in action had become familiar to them‘
they promised him not to desist from their ex: .
crnons until the ﬂla.ce was ‘taken.

Sir RicHarp FrETCHER, the Chief Engineer,
who had continued with Sir James Lerta dur.
ing the attack, was killed by a musket ball
soon after the accident which deprived the
Ariny’ of the services of the latter. -About half
past ome P. M. a questity of Cartridges, &e
exploded behind one of “the Traverses of ‘the
Curtain, 'wiich foccasionéd a temperary panic
in-the Enemy, and ‘enabled.a suffici®ut numbor
‘of mén 'to get -along the line of ‘theiCurtaim

%0 ‘énsure their "keeping possession of the

Grownd whiohy-bad besa gained; itlie Tsoopy-



Withed forward, drove the Enemy down the
Seep flights of steps leading from the Works
into the Town near the great Gate; the Res
trenchment within the Breach was carried, and
the success of the Storm secured ; but the dif,
ficulties were but partially surmounted, the
Enemy, during the period of Blockade, hag
barricadaed the Streets in the most substantial
&xanner, behind these Defences the Frencly
Troops kept up a galling fire, accompamed by
an unceasing Tirailade from the Houses, and
defended Street after Street, until driven by
the impetuous valour of the Allies from al]
parts of the Town, with the exception of the
Convept of Santa Teresa, in front of which’ thq
brave ninth Regiment suffered severely from
" the last Stand made by the Enemy previous tq

getiring the remams of the Garnson into thg
Castle. ;

By the great exertions of the Oﬁicers of En
gineers amd- Artillery, fifty-four-pieces of Ord.
pance were in Battery on the morning of the
-ejghth September, and opened against the Castly
at 10 A.'M. with snch effect, that it. was sup-
posed -by .three o'clock in the evening, the
Breach in, the Battery of Mu‘adpr would be
;qacucable. Jut kg Epemy having previeusly
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ﬁéo'lvéd to C:ap‘it;ﬂ;.te, before dn Assault iook
place, displayed a Flag of Truce at one P. ‘M.’j'
soon after, the Chevalier SONGEON, of the Etat-~
Major, appeared with full powers from General
Revy, and the Terms of Surrender were finallg
arranged. : -

During the period which intervened from the
Town being taken to the Surrender of the Castlgy
the Enemy had suffered severely from the Shells
fired by the Batteries to the right of the Uru-
mea; and the Town, which had taken fire either
previous to, or during the Assault, was reduced
%o ruins.

Sir James LertH, after continuing for twg
months, in hopes that the recovery of his weunds
would permit him again to resume the cam-
mand of his Division, was advised to return to
Engfand, as the only prebable means of his
being speedily restored to health; he therefore
(having obtained Leave of Absence) sailed from
Passages in the Cydnus frigate, upon the fourth,
and landed at Plymouth on the eighth of Noy
vember. Soon after his Return, the Gazette
snnounced that he had received permission to

" accept and wear the Insignia of a Knight Conye
mander of the Portuguese military Order of the
Tower and Sword, which had previously been

- conferred upen him by. the Prince Regent of
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TN February 1814, Sir James LEITA was ape
pointed Commander of the Forces in the Wast
Indies, and Captain-General of the Leeward
§slands, and .upon the 5th May following sailed
from Cork in the Hannibal, 74 guns, Captain
$ir -MICHAEL- SEYMOUR, to assume the important’
gommand confided to him, which called ‘forth
the-energies .of his: mind under different cir-
cumstances from: any -in .which he had been
previous'y placed; and the resalt of his exer-
tions will preve, (how capable he was of meete
ing the exjgencies of -political and military
cvents, undgr whatever character they appeared, -
..'The Hanribal arrived at Barbados npon thq
J5th. June, and Sir JaMEs LErrH# having relieved
Lieutenant-General Sir GEORGE BECKWITH in-
the command. of the Army, sailed for Antigua
for the purpose of exercising the Government
of the Leeward Islands, at that time comprising
Saimt, Chrigtopher’s, Antigua, Montserrat, Nevis
To;;qlé, .and:the Virgin Islands. (of -which it-is
the principal) ;—he was received by the Cglo-
' mial Legislatures with distinction. and flattering
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festimonies of the satisfaction they derived frofu
the nomination which had placed the Govern+
ment in his hands. '

The only important event that occurred in
the West Indies during the latter part of the
year 1814, was the Restoration of the Islands
of Guadeloupe,’ Martinique, and Saint Martin’s
to the Crown of France, which Sir JAMES Leirg
¢arried into effect in person, and the Conites
BE VAUGIRAUD -and LiNois zssumed the Go-
vernment.

The British ;mhtary Force in thé Wmdw:rd
and Leeward Islands had been considerably
feduced by sending ‘Troops from thence to
America, and several Regiments were Gnde¥
érders t6 join the New Orleans Expedition;
wherr the re-appearance of thé Emperor Na<
POLEON in France madé it :probable that the
same. spirit which had enabled .him to recover
his Throne, would manifest itself in the Frenchi
Antilles, and subvert the authority of thie Bours
bons, particularly in Guadelonpe, where a nu~
tnerous and turbulent peopulation wefe notorie
¢usly in favour of the Imperial Government.

: Sir JAMEs LEITH was making a tour of thé
Leeward Islands in the Erescent frigate, when
he received intelligence of the extraordinary
events which had eccurred in France, and he
immediately - proceeded to Barbados to direct
such arrangemeénts as' were calctlated to enable

hjm .withous delay to take the ficld should ciré
. ]
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fmmstanees <¢al]l into actien the' Army uades
his command. © . b

The spirit of Revolution soon appeared as
Martinique, and Comte DE VAUGIRAUD became
aware of the uncertain tenor upon which he
held the Government for the King, the Troops
undisguisedly evinced their fayorable sentiments
sowards the Imperial Dynasty, and the Colony
appeared on the eve of revolt. -Sir JaMEs LEITH
seized the opportunity which his instrucuons
and the faithful conduct of the F rench Gover-
nor presented to him, and landed two thousand
British troops at Fort Royal, by that means
securing the tranquillity of the Isla}nd, and pre-
venting the designs of the disaffected. At Gua+
deloupe, Comte DE LiNais professed fidelity. tq
his Savereign, but declined receiving a British
suxiliary Force, while it was understood that
the sentiments of Baron BoYEB DE PEYRELEAU)
the second in command, were favarable to the
cause of NiPOLEON; under these suspicious
circumstances the defection - of that Island was
daily expected, and upon the eighteenth June
the tri-coloured Flag was displayed, the whole
Colony declaring for the Emperor. Baron BoYER
took the lead in these transactions, the Gover+
nor, yielding to events, proclaimed NAPOLEON
as his Soyereign, and became a party in the
Acts of Treason which succeeded.

Sir James LEITH, upon receiving intelligence
of the occurrences at Guadeloupe, immediately

N
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~Wothtenced the -assembling en Army eapalié
of reducing that Colony, and the French Offi»
.ters, aware of the probability of attack, exerted
themselves in organizing the large Force of
Militia which its numerous population afforded,
end taking other precautions cal¢ulated to resist
the formidable assault witlhk which they were
menaced ; - they did not, however, consider i¢
probable that the British Armament would be.
in a state of preparation for reducing the Island
previous to the commencement of the hurricane
months, and that consequently nothing would
be attempted against them until their - concluw

- sion. This consideration did not deter Sir Ja-

‘MEs LEITH from acting with promptitude, and
pware of the advantage to be derived from am

‘immediate attack, he .used every exertion te

forward the necessary arrangements, and res
solved to proceed the moment the troops were
collected. Many circumstances render the -
riod during which hurricanes and extremely .
inclement weather generally prevail in the Wess
Indies, most unpropitious for operations in the
field, and dangerous in the transport of troops,
the Coasts of the Islands are also visited with
beavy surfs, rendering it difficult.to approach
them, and consequently hazardous where a land-
ing is to be effected, it had on every preceding
occasion been considered that nothing could be
attempted during the months of July, August

and September, but. upon the present. decisian

end arrangement overcame every obstacle.—
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‘$Hear-Admirat Sir PHiuip Dunsad, the Navil
Commander in Chief, directed his Majesty’s

‘ship Dasher to proceed to Marigalante, havinét

.on board Major General Sir CHARLES SHIPLEY,

and a Detachment of Troops which were landed,

and secured the possession of that Island, one

of the Dependencies of Guadeloupe. The heav{y

Swell upon the Coast induced the British Ady
tiral to suggest the propriety of deferring the

ultimate operations until after the Hurricane

Season; but Sir James Lerry, adhering to his

original intention, and aware of the necessity

-of restoring with as little delay as possible the

Garrisons to the Briush Colonies, which had

been of iecessity reduced, in order to collect

a Force adequate to the Service to be atchieved,

urged the immediate Sailing of the Expedition ;

the Saintes were appointed the rendezvous for

the Troops from the South Americfn Colonies,

and the Islands to Leeward; and upen the

31st July 1815, his Majesty’s ships Penerable,

Niobe, I'ox, Dasher, Fairy, Cvolumbia,-Barbados, Mu~

ros, and Chanticleer, with the Transports convey-

ing the Troops, Ammunition and Stores, sailed,
from Carlisle Bay, Barbados, for the same des-

tination.

The Vessels of War and Transports came to
anchor in ‘the Harbour formed by the small
Islands called the Saintes, distant about seven
miles from Guadeloupe, upon the 2d August..
* This Harbour being to windward, giving safg.
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snchorage and protection against the prevaili
Winds, is an excellent rendez-vous for any fiees
destined to attack Guadeloupe.

The Comte DE LiNois, confident in his means
of defence, and not believing the details seng
to him of the Battle of Waterloo, answered @
Summons to surrender which was conveyed te
him upon the 4th August, by transmitting te
Sir. JaMes LEiTH the copy of a Proclamation,
exhorting the Inhabitants te resist, and menac-
ing with instant death those who should join,
or in any manner assist the British in obtain-
ing possession of tlie Island. In consequence.
of this deteimination upen the part of the
French Governor, the Commander of *he Forces
resolved to attempt a landing the moment the
Troops had all assembled; he proceeded, ac-
companied by Major-General JOHNSTON, of the
Engineers,; %o reconnoitre .the Enemy’s Coast,
ftom Vieux Fort to St. Mane, and decided upon
St.' Sauveur and Grand Ance as the points of
Debaxkauon'

The Island of Guadeloupe is upwards of two
hundred miles in circumference, and contains -
a Popqlation of 110,000 souls; from its moun-
tainous character it is calculated to afford many
excellent defensive positions; but these cannot
be occupied with effect against an invading
Army without a much larger force than has
ever been collected to. defend it, in any of
11‘19 attacks made during the Wars of the French
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$evotution. Uport the dceasion here detailed,
the Enémy had made great efforts to collect &
harge numierical force of Militia and Nationa}
Guards, but found, when brought into the field,
how little they could be relied on; the People
&f Colour, who had beén but a2 short time pre-
viously trained to arms, fled into the woods thd
instant it was ascertained that the British Troopé
had landed. The Comte pE L:NOIS soon saw
the fallacy of the hores he had entertained té.
tesist effectually tiie danzers with which he was
threatened, and General Bover, when placed
in command under circumstances of ‘difficulty; -
displayed little military knowledge, and none
of the resclution he was prevxously suppo;ed
to possess.

Sir Jamrs LeirH directed that Lleuteﬁarfta
€olonel Startk, with eight hundred of the
York Rangets, should land at Saift Sauveur,
#nd march upon Pautrizel; -which he effected
without loss early on the morning of the 8th
August; the object of Colonel STark’s move-
Mient was to act on the line of operations frem
the higher ground of Palmiste to the Pass ovet
the River Gallion, nearest' to its source, and
leading to the left and rear of the Enemy’s
Position en Morne Houel ; it was éxpected that
be would not move beyond Pautrizel upon the
evening of the 8th, but halt there, anid put him«
self in ¢ommunication with the first and part
&€ the second Brigadés, who landed & few Aoned
sfterwards, and marched upen Delet,
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+Phe Commauder of the Forces having Yanded
pt Grand Ance with the centre of the Army,
detached Major-General DouaLas with his Bris
de to make a diversion by landing at Bailiff
ntuated to leeward of the Town of Basseterrey
which he accomplished after having met with
~ gome resistance, -and occasioned a loss of twe
pundred men to the Enemy.

.. The Mortar Vessels, and smaller Vessels o{
'}Va:r, canponaded those points of the Coast
where Troops made their appearance, and the
Landing at Grand Ance was effected without
Joss, notwithstanding the heavy Swell which
sade it extremely bazardous for the Boats tg
approach the Shore. A heavv fire was kept up,
by His Majesty’s Ships Fairy, Columbia, Barbados
&c. and some -of the French +roops were com.
pelled by it to retire from a Battery situated
in a,comnmnding situation above the Landing
Place. The rEnemy, who had in the morning
been in some force at this point, retreated to
Vermont’s Estate, and subsequently to Dolet,
prhere Comte Linpis and General BovER passed:

- part of the night of the: 8th ;—about Sun-set &
Party of Militia attempted -to dispute the Post
of Pautrizel with Lieutenant Colone] STaRck,
but were soon defeated and dispersed. , -
. At day-Jight. of the oth, Sii James. Lnn‘u re-y
gonnoitred the position of the Enemy, and dis
rected ﬁhe advance of the Troops, Sir CKARLBS
SEFAEY’s Brigade to- move; upon the, great road

Y I A T G
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leadmg to ﬁasseterre, while MaJor-General S'rl-
d:LN’s marched to reinforce the Troops at
Pautrizel, and advance with a view of turnmg
the 16ft Flank of the Enemy, who had impere
fectly occupied the Position .of Palmiste.

An Advance, consxstmg of the Grenadier Come
pany 15th Regiment, ascertained that the Enemy
had retired from Dolet; and soon’ after Sie
CHARLES SmPLEY ‘occupied that Post. It being
considered of importance that Morne Boucca-
nier, a height situated to the right of the Ene.
my’s position, and domineering it, should be
occapied, Captam Leitg HAv, Aide-de-Camp
to the’ Commmder of the Forces, was directed
to proceed, by a circuitous and difficult route,’
to obtain possession of that imoortant point,
which he accomplished with the Rifle Company
Roy yal West India Rangers, and Light Company
6th West India Regiment, without sustaining’
any loss; and laving, by Signal, announced the
Reétreat of the Enemy, Sir JAMES LEITH imme~
dlately ordered Sir CHARLEs SHIPLEY to advance,
and the position of Palmiste became in posses»
sion of the, British Force.

It was now of great importance to prevent
the Enemy throwmg himself into Fort Matilda,
and protracting the fall of the Island. With'
this view the Detachment from Morne Boucca-’
nier advanced mto the Valley towards Bassees .
texre, and rapldly pressed the Rear of the Enes
By, which was driven across the Ravine of the

v



F e
1

‘fa

Gallion with some loss, and the fqad. leadmg’
tar Foft Matldz oécu]'ned ifi 'rear of the French,
Froops, who proceeded tb Norhe Houel

- TheFroops were plaCed in Bivouac, and every,
arrargement -made for attackmg the Enery’s.
Position at Morhe ‘Houel" at day-llght on the
10th; this, however, Was réendered unnecessary,
by the arfival of an Officer during the nlght,
ebarged .with powers frém Cotte Linois to ne.
gociate “for. the Surtehder of the Island, a re-
sult' unavoidable- front the rapid and decisive
aperations which had’ followed tlie Landing of
the British Force; from the cxrcumsmnce of the
Grand-terre Division Hang 5een cut off, and,
from . the lmposelbrhty of"’ resortmg to other
mpeasures thin awaiting upbn Morne Houel the .
Attack of Troops conﬁdént of succeSS, and su-,
- perior in every respect. K

- During the night it rained with great v101ence,
and the appedrance of the weather made it an
object of the.first impartafice to brmg the épe-
rations in the field to as speedy a conclusion
as possible, in order- that the Troops might get
into Quartersy nd &void the certain effects of*
being for any length of time expdsed to the
inclemency of the Hurricane Season; actuated
withi this motive, and also to save thé lives of
many. brave Sbldiérs; Sir Jamis LEiTH sent pro-_
posals to the Enemy’s Posts, in answer to those-
» he .had received- during the night : . General
RBoyrr firmly résxsted for séme txme agreemg

Cm oet - =
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ta one of the Articles of Capitulation, deprn.
mg the Officers of the Swords their treasonous
conduct had proved them unworthy of posses-
sing, but upon $sing madeyaware of the in«
Stantaneous attack, which would be the resuls
@f the proposition made by the British Com-
mander not beihg complled with, be quitted the
“hut where Comte LiNois and the other Frenc
‘Officers were assembled leaving thos,egwhoﬁ
e had been the’ prmmpal means of bringing
wto their pre!ent unfortunate situation, to ar-,
“vange the ‘matter in the best manner "they could‘
He was not, hmver, permxtted to escape the
disgraee ‘he mented’ and upen an appgal made
to the - supenor <Officers of the French Galn-
son, was brought bac’k by them, and reluctantly}
eompelled to sign the Articles of Capitulation,

In 'forty-exgﬂlt’ hours after the Dls'embarkatlong
‘the British ‘Emlgn was dlsplayed an Morne
Houel, the Forts occupled ”b{x his . Majesty.s,
“Froops, and’ the French Garrison marched mto,
. Fort Matda as Phsoners ‘of War.

" The - immediate restoratlen of the dnﬂ'erent
- gituations - which the Royahsts had possessed
prevnous fo the Insurrechqn, t'he organization’,
of a Mllma, the estabhshment Qf a Pohce, and

vigorous medsures to secure and bring to jus-
tice the bands of revolutlona.ry coloured People’
~who occupned the woods afid committed depre<’
datioris, were ‘the ﬁrst obJeCts of thp Comma.nv
'det of the Forces, “* " “4s” 7

~w



’i'm Tises Liymw, continyed. tg geside, a1, Qua

lotipe, as' Governor, and the Head-Quarters
6f the Army were removed to that Island; the
ftiprovement of the Colonial Establishment, and
Buppression’ of Republican Principles, oscupied
fh a high degree his attention, and, his ¢forts
for the tranquillity gnd welfare, of the, Colony,
wete e}niz,ent]y‘suéqeésfulﬂ The Privy. Gouncily
as 4 fhark of ¢ e;jinl,"eéite'fzm ,ap,a: regard, vored
£2000 for the purchase of a Swyrd, and the

King of France conferred upon. hjm the Grand
Cordon of th_c,.'(_)rdg;'ri of Military Merit, as. o
tésti“mony ‘ot the/ sé)nsgi heepterta.med of the,
highly distingui’,sxpegifcpnduc,.t, which bad secured
Martinique from reyoit, and destroyed the Ims,
Perial power 'in the Ijland of Guadelgupe,
The Treaty of Paris having restored the caps.
tured French’ Colonies in the West Indies to,
the Crown of Efapt;(é,_ instructions were received;
to again establish, the, Head: Quaters of Barbay,

dos, 1o which Goveriment the subjest of chiy.
Memoir had been appointed upen. the regignay,
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tion.of Sir Georey Brckwitd: During his abe
sence an event octurred in that Island of the
most aléru;aing description, totally unexpesteds
pnd produced by designing”Persons, werking
upon the minds of the Slave Population, and
‘inducing a behef that the Rxghtx\ grauted by
the British Puhamem ware ef-a Jitlerent dew
scription than had becen stated to them, an,
that Liberty, ta which they were entisted, had
heera withheld by those in autherity in the Ce<
bonies. Upon Easter eve the Signal of Revoly
vas given, and an Insurrection of the mose se-
rious description cammenced. An Express was:
sent to Sir James LEITH, with as little delay as
circumstances would, admit, and wo Vessel of
War being at the time in the Harbours of Gua.
deloupe, he embarked in a small French armed:
§chooner, apd. arrived. at Barbadas upen the
g4th April. The promptitnde with, which the
Troopg apd Militia had acted againstthe Insurs
&ents, had restored wranquillity, to, the Island:
previous to his arrival; but-a ferment existed.
ip the minds of the Negroes, which 1t was ne—
cessary to allay i, with this view Sir Jamgs LEiTH:
igsued a Proclamation (Appendir, No.6), the te-.
nor of which has received,the fiat of approbaa.
tion from all good.and enlightened men;_ he.
then proceeded to .the:parts of the Island where!
thg greatest excesses had béen committed, and:
agllecting the Slaves upon-the several Edtatesy:.
addressed them with that. igipressive mannes,.
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which ever at command enabled him with faei-
hty to speak to the feélings and understandmg
of whatever-Class oi Society it became neces-
sary to convinces All prospect of a renewal of
insubordinatien havmg ceased and havmg ad-
opted measures calculated to deter the misguided
Negroes. from a l‘cpellt‘lon 'of scenes which pro-
duced rup\ and destruction to themselves with-
qut the slightest chance of success, ‘he returned
to Guadelo’uoe, and continued in tha.t TIsland
until the amval of. the Comte DE 'LARDENOIS,
to whom he delivered . over the Colon.), and
sailed for Barbados. :

The first act of Sir Jasres LErTH, apon resum-

ing the -Government of the latter Island, was,
one of the most disinterested and noble deacrxp-
tion, and worthy of the generous feelings:- he
had through life exhtbxted—namelg, dlrectmg
the House of Assembly to reduce the Sum voted
for his own Colonial Salary one-fourth, in con-
sideration of the Losses the Colony had sus-
tained during the Insurrection.
- The life of a Person who had so falthfullx_
discharged his duty to his Country, was unfor-
tunately drawing to a close, and that climate
which has proved so fatal to Europeans, was
destined to deprive the' Army of an Officer who'
had, by his talents and bhis valour, established
a. renown which promised greater elevation, and’
wust have been - benéﬁcxally employed m thd
sgrvice:of his Soyereign.
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¥pon the 10th October 1816, Sir Jaxes Lrrra
was attacked by fever, whith bhafled all the ex-
értions of the most eminent medical Men, the
disease continued without one favourable symp-
tom until the evening of the 16th, when he ex-
pired, to the regret of the Army and of all those
who Fad ever knéwn Mm. To the st mioment
he continued perféctly collected, and in death
only lost that firmness.of mind, which no cir-
cumstarnce, or suﬂ'e'mgf in life, could téar from
him.

The best eulogium on such a character, is w0’
give a faithful account of the different events
of his life, and the feelings of the numerou:
Friends he has left behind, require not the praise
which could emanate from the pen of the author
of the foregaing imperfect Memoir, to make
the great and goad Persom to whoy it relates.
five in their reeollection.
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Frou GENERAL LEITH 1o SIR JOHN MOORE,

Renedo, Valley Caqueringa, Province of Las Mons
tanas de Santander, 15th November 1808.

Sin,

1 regret to inform .yon, that the Army of General BLAXE,
in which was lately incorporated the Infantry of the Marquis
px LA RoMaNA’s Division, has been defeated in several Ate
tacks since the 5th instant, and is entirely dispersed. I have
not time to enter into detail of this unfertunate reverse,
carrying with it such serious consequences, for fear of de-
laying the intimation of that which is so essential to make
knewn in general terms to the Cemmander of the Britisly
Army advancing from Portugal to Galicia. The Estremadurs:
Army has also experienced a reverse at Burgos.

. In short, the British Army has nothing to depend upow
in Las Mentanas de Santander.

In Asturias there are but a few Battalions tetally un<
disciplined; and by the last accounts, the French occupy
from Reynosa to Burgos,

Except what remains of the Esttemadura Army (the posie
tion of which 1 am ignorant), and the British Army, there is
nothing to prevent the Enemy frem: advancing towards Leon
and Valladolid that I kuow of. I very mach suspect that



e will avail himself of this movement, to attack in detail
the Army of Pararox and CasTANOS, united pominally ;
and all of which are placed under the cemmand of the Mar-
quis pE LA RoMANA. The Army has suffered principally
from famine; and I do net think that it is possible to re-
unite those who are flying in all directions, nearer thay

Astorga and Oviedo.

* Xt does not appear that there has been any want of
spirit in the men; end in many instances, especially of the
Divisions of the North, distinguished conduct. Some of the
new Offieers have not behaved so well. Captain Pasiry,
Royal Engmeers, whe was sent to Head-Quarters to obtain
information, and to cemmunicate with the British Army, I
hope will have given early intelligence of the state of things.

- Captain LEFEBURE, R. E. is the bearer of this Iletter,
and will be able togive such information as may be required,
1 regret to state that Captain BircH, R. E. was wounded,
but I hope he is doing well: I caused him to be embarked
on board the Cossack frigate at Santander, from whence I
saw seventeen sail of Transports, with warlike Stores and
Provisions, when there appeared no chance of this Province
remaining covered from the Enemy, who, mo doubt, will
occupy @ point so useful to the Spaniards, and eventually
1o the British. Santander was in the power of the Enemy,
after possessing the Roads of Escudo and Reynosa.

- The accounts of their having entered that Town, are

A}

not yet received however.

The different attacks have -been at Zornosa (between
Durango amd Bilbao), Valmaseda, Arantia, and the totak
deroute, after a defeat at Espinosa de las Monteras,



About seven thousand re-assembled at Reynosa on the
43th iustant, but without any order; from thence they re-
treated after -dark, and have arrived in this valley, as &
Jalf starved and straggling mob, without Officers, - and all
wixed in utter confusion. '

Never has there been 80 injudicious and ruinous a system
begun and persisted in, as that which has led te the serious:
disasters of the present moment.

" The Marquis DE Lo RoMaNA, who is here, is quite of
$hat opinion; and if the Army on the other side, and near
Ahe Ebro, has not, or shall not have suffered before he can
take the direction, I hope affairs may resume a more favour-
able aspect. I had prepared copies of Reports on the dif .
ferent affairs, addressed by the different Officers te Lord
CASTLEREAGH; but unfortunately, all my papers are on
board she Cossack man of war.

Mr. AssiorTi, the Deputy Commissary General, has
been in such bad health since his arrival, that it was difli-
eult enough to get the Steres, &c. embarked. I apprehend
the Convoy, chiefly consisting of warlike Stores for the
Marquis pE LA RomaNa’s Division, and Arms and Provi-
sions under my orders, for the aid of the Armies in Spain,
has gone to Corunna: as they conld not at this season kecp
the sea, and there is no good Port nearer than.the last-
mentiened, from whence the roads towards Leou are not ae
good. ‘

X should hope soon to get near the British Army; un.
der the present circumstances I feel an aukwardness at leav-
ing the Marquis DX LA RoMaNA, with whom I have received
particular instructions to communicate on any point still un-
g‘ettlcd. I hope, however, he will seon be able to discngage
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pimself from this part of the Army (if such it ean be calle(i),
end may probably be obliged to ge near the British Army
before he can communicate with the rest of his ows Treopa.

I have the bonor te be, &e.
JAMES LEITH,
Major-General,

¥ encloss o rough idea of the situation of this Valley,
€olatively to the great route frem Reyness to Santandar.
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&strast from Lieutenant-General Sir Jonn Hord’s Despateh,
detailing the Battle of Corunne.)

“They were, however, more forcibly directed towards
the centre, where they were again successfully resisted by
the Brigade under Masjor-General MANNINGHAM, forming
the left of your Division, and a part of that uader Major.
General Leita, forming the right of the Division under my
erders.”

“The Corps ehiefly engaged, were the Brigades wnder
Major-Generals Lerd WirLiax BENTINCEK, and MaNNING-
@AM and LeiTH, and the Brigade of Guards under Majors

General Wannz, To these Officers, aud the Troops under
 their ingediate orders, the greatest praise is due.”
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&Eatract from Lord Viscount WELLINGTON’s Despatch,
detailing the Battle of Busaco.

“ Major-General LxiTh also moved to his left, te the
support of Major-General PicToN, and aided in the defeat
of the Enemy on this post by the third Battalion Royals,
the first Battalion 9th, and secend Battalion 38th Regi»
ments,

“In these attacks Major-Generals LEiTw and Picton,
Celonels MackiNNoN and CHAMPELMOND, Lieutenant-Co-
lonel WarLrace, the Honble. . Lneutenanb-Colonel MEeabs,
Licutenant-Colonel SurToN of the 9th Portuguese Regi-
ment, Major SMITH of the 45th Regiment, who was unfor-
tunately killed, and Major BinMiNGHAM of the 8th Portue
guese Regiment, distinguished themelves "



No. 4.

Whitehall, April 6th, 1813.

His Royal Highness the Priuce Regent having been
pleased, in the name and on the behalf of His Majesty, to
nominate by Warrant, beaving date the 1st day of February
last, Major-General James LeiTH, to¢ be a Knight of the
Most Honorable military Order of the Bath, in consideration
of his signal and important services upen divers occasions,
during the arduous contest in which His Majesty hath been
engaged in Spain and Portugal ; and more especially, of his
able and highly distinguished conduct in the action fought
near Corunna, on the 16th January 1809; in the Battle of
Busaco, on the 27th of September 1810; as well as in the
more recent splendid achievements of His Majesty’s Arms at
Badajes and Salamanca: and being desirous of conferring
upon the said Sir JAMES LEITH such a further mark of the
Royal favour, as may especially evince the sense which His
Royal Highness entertains of his highly meritorieus conduct
in the assault and capture of Badajos, in the night of the
6th April last, upen which occasien the said Major-General,
acting with discretionary orders under ARTHUR Earl of
WELLINeTON, now Marquis of WELLINGTON and Kaight of
the Most Noble Order of the Garter, Cemmander of His
Majesty’s Forces in the Peninsula, directed the operations ef
the fifth Division of the Army, which said Division, under
a heavy fire, attacked and forced the barrier on the
road of Olivenza, entered the covered way, descended by
ladders into the ditch, escaladed the face of the bastien of
8an Vicente, and after a most severe amd- arduous conflict
in the assault, planted the British standard on the walls,
and establishing themselves in the town, made themselves
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wasters of the same; as alse His Reyal Highness’s sppre-
bation of the heroic conduct of the said Major-Gengral, in
the ever memorable action fought on the plains of Sala-
manca, on the 22d July following, upon which splendid
eccasion he personally led the said fifth Division to a most
gallant and successful charge upon a part of the Enemy’s
line, which it completely overthrew at the point of the
bayonet, and in which said charge he, as well as the whole
of his personal Staff, was severely wounded; His Reyal
Highness has ‘been plcased, by Warrant under the Royal
Signet, and the Sign Manual of His Royal Highness, in
the name and on the behalf of His Majesty, bearing date
the 31st day of March last, to give and grant unto the said
Sir James LErTn his Majesty’s Royal Licence and Autho-
rity, that to the Armorial Ensigns of his Family (being “e.
eross crosslet fitchde between three crescents in chicf, and
as many fusils in base,”) he may bear the following honor-
able augmentation, viz. on @ Chicf, a bastion of a fortifis
cation, intended to represent that of San Vieente, the British
Ensign hoisted on the Angle, and- the two faces near the
salicnt Angle surmounted each by two Scaling Ladders;
and the following Crest of honorable augmentation, viz.—
out of a mural Crown inscribed with the word “ SaLa-
MANCA,” @ demi lion, reguardant gutté de sang, in the
mouth and sinister paw an Eagle or Standard reversed,
the Staff broken, inténded to represent the French Standard
taken by the said fifth Division of His Majesty’s Army in
the said ever memorable Batile of Salamanca, te be borne,
and used, with the motto “ Badajos,” by the said 8ir Ja-
ues LEITH, and by his descendants, as a memorial to them,
and to His Majesty’s beloved subjects in general, of the
sense which His Royal Highness entertains of his loyalty,
ability and vanur provided the said armorial distinction: he
first duly oxemphﬁed sceording to the Law of Arms.



-§URPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE,
of Saturday, Sept. 16.

SOLONIAL DEPARTMENT.
Downing-street, Sept. 16, 1815,

@aptain Letrn Hay, Aide:de:Camp to Licutenant General
@ir James Leita, G. C. B. commanding his Mujesty’s forces
in the Windward and Leeward Islands, arrived this afternoon
with a dispatch, addressed to Earl BATHORST, one of his Majes-
ty’s principal Secretaries of State, of which the following is
® copy <o

" Basseterre, Guadelonpe, Aug. 19, 1815,

My Loxp,—Having concerted with the Commander in Chie
the necessary naval arrangements, Rear Admiral Sir CoarLES
PDuraaM was se obliging as to receive me with the head-quare
&ers, on board his Majesty’s ship Venerable, bearing his flag.

The fleet, comsisting of the vessels of war, such parts of the
‘trogpe us had beea assembled from the South American Contl-
meat, and from the Windward Islands, sailed from Carlisle Bay
Barbadoes, en the 31st July, whilst the land fowe destined t.
proceed from St. Lucia, Martinique, and Dammlque, were dis
vected to rendezvous without delay at the Saintes.

k. e P )
- ‘Having made the necessary mrrangements with the nave
Cemmander iu Chief, the whole feet got under weigh at break}

of day, and stood towards the Ance $t. Sauveur, where the jsod
O wost to vindward was to be effected,
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£ bid Feoeived information that the troops of the line, and mis
litia wnder arms, altogether amounted to 6,000. I determiued,
therefore, to throw my principal force between that of the enemy
in Grande-terre and Basse-téfre, where it was his intention to
have assembled nearly the whole of his force, immediately after
our demonstration t6 windward bad of necessity terminated, -My"
plan was to attack in three columns; the scarcity of boats, and
the surf, required that the whole should assist in each disembaik.-
ation, which was therefore effectad succeisively. The first was
made at Ance St. Sauveur, where a detachment of the enemy,
sbout 500 strong, moving from Grand-Terre to join Admiraf
€ount Linois and General BovEm, shewed a disposition .to
oppose the landing.

- The brigs of war and gun boats however, soot-¢leafed thas
point, and eight hundred and fifty of the Royal York Rangers,
under Licutenant-Colonel Starck, disembarked (notwithstand-
ing a heavy surf) without the loss of a man. '

 Lieutenant-Colonel STARCK had instructions to make a tapid
thovement te drive and disperse the eneiny occupying the strong
country and ravises of Trou-au-chien, Petet Carbet, and look--
ing towards Trois Rivieres; to threaten the left flank and-
tear of the enemy, posted to eppose the landing at Grand
‘Ance, and to drive him from the imi)ortant communication of

.. Jautrizel, which leads to tarn the strong post of Dole and

Morne Palmiste, the latter bcmg one of the pnncupal keys
to Basseterre.

-

Meanwhile 'the fleet “ropped dowd Yo Erand  Ance, to ef’
fect the principal landing where the enemy was in force, and
possessed a strong position, with batteries eommanding the
landing place, which was susceptible of cbstivate defence?
The brigs of war and & gnn bout placed to enfilede, saol¥

: R |
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prhgx;d the enamy to gbandon ‘his guns, offe of which enly, & .
Tong teelve pounder, wa; found mounted, ,
- 'I‘he lnrf was very grest, and- one of the gun boats -was
Joat but the exertions of the navy, and the steadiness of the
troop -surmounted every difficulty. ,

The 15th and 25th regiments, with the remainder of the

st and 2d brigades under Major-Generals Sir CHARLES Smipt

» LEY and STEBELIN, were safely landed.

I immediately moved formard the troops to drive the ene-
my ; but if he had before any hopes of maintaining his posi~
-twon for the night, a sharp fire of musquetry, by which we
sprcaily drove him from Pautrizel, placed. bis Jeﬁ. flank en

o Y&ii, and obllged bim te retire.

The approach of darkness left no further means of attacb,

-thar night, and, L placed the troops in their bivouacs, -

- At break of day an the 9th, the troops were put in motj~
on iin two columns; the first brigade, under Major-General
-Sir CHARLES SHIPLEY, moved upon, and occupied Dole; the
2d under Major-General STEHELIN, marched mpon the left of
the MornePalmiste by Pautrizel. It appeared thatComptede LiNoss
and General Bover had evacuated Dole in the night. The.
enemy, hewever shewed himself in' considerable force on ‘the
left of Morne Palmiste, and on the face of that mountais,

' commanding the main road to Rasse-terre; hia advance occue
pied Petit’s plantation, " )

. Capfain Lerrn Hay, my aide-de-camp, was ordered. te
gain the top of Morne -Boucanier, by a difficalt detoury with
a rifle. company of the Royal West India Rengers, and Lighp
Qompany of the 6th Weat India Regiment, to slarm the ewe -
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smy’s right flank and’ rear, which being sccomplished,
sbliged dum to withdraw: his posts were every whers dnve~
snd he rctreated to Morne Palmiste.

-~

1 determined to push the enemy as tai;icﬂy as was pt;nlb
Mle, censidering the nature of this country, of which ever
part is net ouly susceptible of defence, but is even difficult of ace
cess without usxstance. especially under the heat of troyl-
‘eal sum, '

A heavy canmonade new amnounced the disembarkation of
the 3d brigade, under Major-General DoueLass, in the vicie
-pity of Bailiff, and to leeward of Basseterre. I bad instructe
.ed him to seize the Batterie des Treis, to occupy the capic
~dal, to mask, or if practicable, te take FortSt. Charles by &
.coup-desmain, to open bis communication with” the columns
moying to the sttack of Morne Palmiste, and te menace his
yetreat fr'om thence to Morne Houel.

Major-General Dougrass was, if necessary, also to detach
from his rear, for the purpose of taking the passes of Zougeo
res, Puint do Noziers aund Constanline, commanding the ap-
sproaches to the strong hkeights of Motouba, in. reverse ; se
ghat the enemy might net have the means of equivocating

Dbetween those positions, but be compelled te cheose at once
bis deruier, resource,

‘The enemy, whe had heen driven by the vessels coveriag
the landing, gollected on the heights, and attacked the light
<campapy of the 63d regiment, who were advanced, they gal-
lantly maintained their grownd against upwards of three huna-
dred of the enemy, who came down to attack them. Captain
Lvnce apd Lieatenant WiGLEY were weunded on that oo
Casivn.
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" Major-Genera} Doveusa. in pcml, supporied them ¥p

gart of the York Chasseurs, under Lieutenant-Celosel Buu,
end he was immediately driven with loss,

" While this operation was going on, the columna of the 18
Qnd 2d brigades gained the beight of Morne Palmistg, fro’x
whence the enemy was driven at all points, and was now res
“tiring to Morne Houel, which he had fertified with elgl‘!)
pieces of artillery. This was the position where Compte Lte
Nois and Gemeral Bover had professed their determination
" of ultimately disputing the superiority in the field. ,
I received iuformation that the Commandant of Gnl(o
'l‘erre, with the whole armed force was, as expected, movi
"in my rear to form a junction with the main bedy at Merne
"Houel. I accordingly reinforced ' my rear guard te _protect
eur communications, and occupied in force all the passes of
the Gallien, a river running through a formidable ravine ct-
the foot of Merne Palmiste. Thus the troops frem Graad
“Terre were completely cut off from forming their junctien,
“which they attempted without success by paths threugh the
wood, late in the aflernoon, but with light sufficient to peint
"out to Compte LiNois and General Bovra that all their
plans of cencentiation were' defeated.

After these laberious movements, which the troops exesue
ted in the most creditable manner, there ‘was only time bée
fore night to place the columns in readiness to ‘sttack the
formidable position of Mome Houel at day-break in the
morning.

[N :

The troops accordingly toek their bivouacs. It rained hea-
'vily At 11 o’clock p. m. in the night of the 9th, the Come
manding French Engineer came to me on the top of ﬂom
Palmiste verbally to propese a capitalation ia the L o

-
N
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‘Jp Compte de Imoxs, to which I rcphed that the onI;
terms 1 ‘ever would accede to were already pubhshed in the
Proclamatxon issued on Iandmg, and that 1 would not delay

: ‘be aitack on Morne Houel to wait for any farther commu-
ﬂuatlons It was s0 dark, and the rain fell in such lorreuts,
that the Officer from the enemy and Captain Moopy, ny
Axde-de Camp_, took up the greatest part of the mght in
ﬁadxng tlxexr way to the enemy s rosnlwn '

The txoms were put in motien at day break. An Officer
@oun after met me with written proposals, which I positively
r@fused,‘and proposed some additional conditions. A white
ﬂ(‘g was dlsplayed on Morne Houel bqt I sent Major-Genqﬁ
sal MURRAI (who had Jomed the army from Demerary the
;nccedmg night), and my Alde-de-Camp, Captain LErTn Hay,
ﬂ.th the Drilish flag, to say, that the only signal which
ehault‘ stop the troops would be o see'it dupla\ ed on the

pt!l’??et

P 1 had ,(hg satisfaction immediabelj after to aee the British
atendard flying en Mome Houel, and thereby to ascertain
.that all the troops were prisoners of war, and all the forts
sud the colouy in our possessioy.

. ! am baﬁpy to be enabled to assnre your Lordship, that
" Ahe conduct of the troaps bas been most gealous, gal]ant and
cxempla*ry

To the naval Commander in Chief, Rear Admiral Sir
Cnarres DurnaM, the service is highly indebted for his
prompt and -active exertions in whatever coycerned the co-
Speration of the paval force with the army on this expedition.

# . .

. 1 have the honour to transmit_herewith returns of the kill-
ed, weunded, and missing of the troops under my command'.
which, 1 am am;y to say are inconsiderable.
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When it is considered that this beautifyl and cftensive ¢
lony, with a population .of 110,000 souls, with forts, and an’
armed force numerically greater than ours—when it is known
that every sanguivary meastie had been devised, and that
the worst scenes of the Revolution were to be re-commenced,
that the 16th of August, the birth day of Bonapdrte, was to’
have been solemnized by the exeeution of the Royalists, ali
ready condemned to death, it is a subject of congratulation
to see Guadcloupe completely shlelded from Jacobin fury ig
$wo days, and without the loss of many lives.

. Thus, my Lord, the flag of the mnst unprovoked rebelliom,~
ninder which the slaves had been called to arms, and mawy:
were- wréught up to a pitch of sanguinary frenzy, threatening:
the immediate destruction of the Colony; has disappeareds
from tlie Amerigan Archipelago; white the colouies, faithiful i6*
Lis Most Christiah Majesty, are secured to his dowinions by;
British garrisons. I cannot aveid en this occasion expressing
my scose of the henourable, firm, and wise conduct of Adw
miral le Compte de Vauciraup, Gevernor General of Martie
tiique, who has affurded me every information and assistance
in his power against the commen ememy.

This dispat¢h will be delivered to yau by Captaia Lerrsy
Haiy, niy Aide-de camp and.military secretary, who :was en
. my staff the whole Peninsula war} hé€ will be .enabled to give
any information which you'may require. I beg leave to sew
dommend him te your Inrd;hip’s protection, -

. !huethel:ohourhbe&c; . .

oy

.r‘

Jmms umn, eomdo: of the rm

e - . . Cu e

LaniE e J
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No. &

Rt having Deen deemed advisable to acquaint His Excellency
Governor Sir JaMEs LEiTH, G. C. B. of the state of the Country,
sh Express was sent to Guadeloupe on the 16th instant ; and His
Bxcelleacy lost no time in proseeding hither, having artived on
the 24th,iu a French schooner of War, that happened to be a®
that Island==The Governor has since thought fit to circulate
the following Address whieh itiste be hoped will entirely res
move those erroneous Impressiens, which appear to have been
wade ou the minds of & great proportion of the Slaves, by some
designing Persons, whe have artfully endeavoured to mislead
them from the paths of Duty, by misrepresentations, which are.
@& ridiculous in their conception, a» they are false in their Tenor«

- Barmavos.~By His Excellency 8Sir Jamzs Lo,
: Hnight Grand Cross of the most Honeurable Military
Ovder of the Bath, Knight Commander of the Portus
guese Royal Military Order of the Tower and Swords
Licutenant-General in the Army, Colonel of the 4th
West India Regiment; Commander of His Majesty’s
'+ &orces in the Windwerd and Leeward Charibbee Iss
¢ lands, Trinided and the Celonies of Demerary, Esses
. guibo and Berbice, in South America; Captain-Gened
ral and Governor in Chicf of Barbadoes, Chancelior
Vice-Admiral and Ordinary of the same; Governers -
Cenoral and Vice-Admiral of Guadeloupeond its Dos
Pendencies, ke. §c. §o. §e.

&

o T . ) e - )
AN ADpazss to the Blave Populatien of the Island of Berbes
s
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